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Transition between arrival area and the new strucutre

Arrival area through the originale entrance
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DETAILING

“…the recognition that details themselves can impose 
order on the whole through their own order.” is how 
Marco Frascari describes the essence of the detail.
 
In the new structure for the flexible space the detailing is 
contributed to the story of the architecture. 

The idea of keeping the structure simple and under-
standable to the visitors requires that the individual ele-
ments will appear clear.

 By changing the materials in the joints will the transition 
be emphasized and the division between beam and 
column.

The connection between structure and joints is visible 
from the inside the as they are pushed into the beams 
so that the profile of the structure will appear intact.
To avoid torque between beam and column is used a 
thin line connecting the columns.

Detail of roof structure; new oak
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Section of roof;
detail of with screws

Detail of accembly of structure
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As the courtyard in the centre of Mantelgården rep-
resents the flexible space with a continuous flow of 
people are the special units surrounding the courtyard 
thought to be spaces for a lower level of activity. 
These rooms in the heart of the ruin did in the past 
represent several functions there were essential parts 
of the castle. Today is these rooms left as empty shells 
without specific identity there define the difference be-
tween former indoor and outdoor spaces.

existing coating from courtyard   is con-
necting the inner and outer parts of Man-
telgården

plan of the relation between dept of 
existing wall and coating

retracted level ensure good acces-
sibility through the low entrance

To recreate the feeling and understanding of the differ-
ence between spaces is added a new flooring to the 
former rooms their surround the courtyard. The flooring 
is considered not to imitate the expression of the past 
but rather appear as en element in itself in the same 
way as the roof structure.
The transition to the smaller units is marked by a retreat 
in the flooring. This ensures a relation between the two 
areas as well as it provides good access through the 
low door opening.

FLOORING IN SURROUNDING ROOMS
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mood picture
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high activitylow activity low activity

Isometri of concrete coating, raised 
from ground by using I-beams
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The areas with the new flooring are more intimate spa-
ces where the visitors can relax and enjoy music from 
possible concerts from a more withdrawn position. The 
material used for the flooring is concrete as this during 
the summer season gains the sun heat.  This ensures 
that the spaces will provide comfortable sitting areas for 
the guest, which in the North is important to consider, 
as the weather conditions often can be changeable 
with lower degrees.

Child using the warm of the stone 
for sitting
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THE OLD CHURCH WING

An essential room there differs from the remaining is the 
church wing. This area is placed in the northern part of 
Mantelgården. In order to emphasize this room is there 
along the northern and southern wall added sitting ele-
ments that furnish the space and underlines the depth 
of the chapel.
The sitting places are a reinterpretation of the low brick 
benches from the past, though the material and design

relates to the new coating elements.
The benches are attached to the coating and thereby 
avoiding a direct interaction with the ruin.  
To emphasize and respect the old remains in the church 
wing is the connection between the bench and coat-
ing partly opened. This ensures that the remains will 
be framed and highlighted to the visitors. The contrast 
between the two materials emphasizes both elements.
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CONCLUSION

Placed in the heart of one of Denmark’s national treas-
ures is the new structure questioning the idea of how 
the historic place can be experienced.

The idea of preserving doesn’t have to exclude a 
thought of how a certain place can be used in the fu-
ture. In connection with the current exhibition of Ham-
mershus is one of the focal points to understand the 
live that took place at the castle in the past. At that time 
was the courtyard an active space for further activities 
to take place.
The focus of this project has therefore been how to cre-
ate an architectural space from where different activities 
can contribute to re-establish the courtyard as an active 
centre. 

As the roof catches the reflection of the sky outside and 
inside creates a play of shadows that almost is like a 
sundial to the visitors, is the new structure in constant 
contact with the nature. The expression changes over 
time and season.

By adding the new flooring to the surrounding rooms 
does the understanding of inner and outer places be-
come clear to the visitors. As the concrete floor under-
lines the previous spatiality’s does the existing coating 
in the courtyard indicates a more active space. 

The project is not competing with the existing struc-
tures but the contrast between them is rather empha-
sizing both elements in a harmonies unit. 

The project is an example of how a simple transfor-
mation can create new life to a place. It has a critical 
approach of how to experience historic places in the 
future and if it is possible to increase the interacting to 
the visitors.
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APPENDIX

Resultat fra Robot Structural Analysis


