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Abstract:

My thesis is a case study that aims to answer the question: How do Thai women navigate their
identities through OnlyFans? Using representation, racialisation, and intersectionality as
theoretical frameworks and netnography as my methodology to gather data, | seek to find
meaning by analysing Thai content creators' profiles to explore how they reproduce and

challenge racialised and gendered stereotypes.
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Introduction

My thesis is a multidisciplinary case study that explores representation, racialisation, and
intersectionality among Thai women who create content on OnlyFans. | aim to analyse how
these creators navigate their racialised identities and represent themselves amidst intersectional

dimensions of race, gender, and content creators.

OnlyFans, created in 2016, is an online platform that provides a network where creators own
their content, can decide whether to monetise it and have no limit to the type of content that
can be created and shared (OnlyFans, n.d.-b; Simon, 2024). Although OnlyFans — throughout
its website — emphasises creators making content about fitness, music or lifestyle (OnlyFans,
n.d.-b), its popularity came from sex workers (Morris, 2020; Rubattu et al., 2023) and people
who, during the COVID-19 pandemic, found themselves unemployed and decided to start
creating adult content (Boseley, 2020; Friedman, 2021; Jones, 2020; Smith, 2021). | utilise this
platform to analyse and explore how stereotypes are reproduced and/or defied within a digital

space associated with explicit content.

Focusing on Thai OnlyFans content creators, | aspire to delve into their strategies for navigating
and reconstructing racial, gender, and sexual clichés tied to them. | will use representation,
racialisation, and intersectionality as theoretical frameworks that provide tools to analyse the
data and answer the research question: How do Thai women navigate identities through the

digital sphere of OnlyFans?

Representation helps study Thai women's portrayal of themselves on OnlyFans and their fans’
perceptions, finding meaning behind their content. Racialisation is essential to analyse Thai
women since they are surrounded by stereotypes such as submissive, docile, and hypersexual

though infantilised (Azhar et al., 2021; Chik, 1997; Manderson, 1997; Park, 2022; Suphsert,
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2021; Vallina et al., 2023; Woan, 2008; Yamamoto, 2000). These are some of the tropes that
are being examined. Lastly, intersectionality offers a framework to analyse the multi-layer

identities these creators represent online.

To achieve my goal, | utilise Netnography (Kozinets, 2020) as my primary methodology for

this research journey to gather data since it:

is an approach to participant-observational online research that follows a distinct set of
procedures and protocols. Netnography is appropriate for the study of both online
communities and communities and cultures that manifest important social interactions

online. (Kozinets, 2010, p. 71)

Using online passive observational techniques (Kozinets, 2020), I compile information from
Thai OnlyFans creators' profiles and content, analysing through the lens of poststructuralism
the names and usernames, biographies — referred to as Bio from now on —, images, videos,

captions — where the content creator writes within their posts —, comments and likes.

The importance of writing on the subject and why | chose it comes from the fact that OnlyFans
has been broadly consumed — during the COVID-19 pandemic, OnlyFans went “from 7.5
million users last November to 85 million now.” (Boseley, 2020), with the latest numbers
being around 190 million accounts and 2,1 million content creators (Elad, 2024). Studies that
focus on peple from the global north has demonstrated that OnlyFans has had an impact on the
well-being of creators (Magnusdottir, 2023), manufacturing an OnlyFans identity (Cardoso &
Scarcelli, 2021), emphasising a sense of authenticity (Ryan, 2019), the way the body performs
sexually (A. Jones, 2016), and how it appears physically (Cardoso & Scarcelli, 2021; Dunn,

2023), as well as the creation of a “digital business transformation” (Lozic, 2023, p. 168).

! Dates making references to November 2019 and December 2020.
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Moreover, Thailand had a record with more than 10 million tourists landing from January to
April of this year (Mughal, 2024), strengthening its status as one of the top 10 destinations for
sex tourism (Stainton, 2024). | argue that this base knowledge, both from OnlyFans studies and
insights into Thailand as a sex tourist destination, provides sufficient justification for why
studying Thai content creators’ is crucial. Furthermore, online platforms have become a
dominant force in Thailand, with 72,8% of its population being active users (We Are Social &
Meltwater, 2023b). Globally, the number of users represents 59,4% of the world’s population
(We Are Social & Meltwater, 2023a). Online platforms have become increasingly popular, and

their influence on society cannot be ignored.

In Chapter One, called OnlyFans and the Sex Industry in Thailand, | delve into the
contextualisation of the digital space being used for the analysis—OnlyFans—and the Thai sex
industry—important since Thai content creators are posting explicit content—which provides

a base knowledge of the landscape and norms.

In Chapter Two, State of the Art, | raise awareness of studies on my chosen theoretical

frameworks. Identifying the gaps and justifying my research.

In Chapter Three, Theoretical Framework, I outline and describe my chosen theories and detail

how | employ them throughout my analysis.

Chapter Four, Methodology, is where | explain my research design, how | used netnography to
collect my data, the analytical technique | used to interpret the information, and the ethical
considerations. This is followed by Chapter Five, Analysis, where | present and explain the
patterns | found and connect them with the theory. A discussion and conclusion of the analysis
and thesis as a whole is done in Chapter Six, where I mention the significance of my analysis

and future research.
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Chapter 1: OnlyFans and the Sex Industry in Thailand

Throughout this chapter, | give meaning to the context surrounding OnlyFans and the Sex
industry in Thailand, creating a connection between both areas and exploring how they are

interconnected while establishing a foundation for understanding empirical concepts.

OnlyFans

| initiate this section by writing about OnlyFans and the terminology used within the platform
to provide a notion of what it offers. It is essential to distinguish between labels used within
the platform to appoint roles and materials to establish a reference point. A Creator is described
as a user, an individual who signs up to upload content for others to view. The viewers are
categorised as Fans who subscribe to the creator’s content, and lastly, content is any material
— videos, photos, comments, audio, livestream and more — that a user uploaded (OnlyFans,
n.d.-c). OnlyFans also features multiple monetised options besides the subscription price. PPV
(Pay-per-View) content is one of them, where creators can offer exclusive content to their fans
for a price. This can be used as an added option to the subscription price, promoted by the
creator through messages, or in the case of free accounts, through posts and livestreams.

Tipping is another way to gain money within the platform. Fans can tip all content. (AK, 2023).

These terms and features are crucial to comprehend some of the reasons why people decide to

open accounts, which I will discuss in the following paragraphs.

OnlyFans is an online platform based in the United Kingdom (U.K.), created in 2016, that
describes itself as an “18+ subscription platform empowering creators to own their full
potential, monetize their content, and develop authentic connections with their fans”

(OnlyFans, n.d.-a). It provides a digital space where content creators have no limit to the type
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of content they can create and post and provides them with the ability to monetise their profiles,
in which case OnlyFans keeps 20% of the earnings (OnlyFans, n.d.-b). These facts — plus the
different features mentioned above to secure earnings — brought millions of sex workers and
people who needed income to join the platform during the COVID-19 pandemic, increasing
the popularity of OnlyFans while associating the platform with explicit adult content (Boseley,
2020; Jones, 2020; Morris, 2020; Rubattu et al., 2023; Smith, 2021). Although 98% of the
content posted is sexually explicit material (Ploscaru, 2024), they try to promote it as a platform
that comedians, artists, musicians, chefs, lifestyle couches or fitness influencers use to share

their content (OnlyFans, n.d.-b).

OnlyFans tries to distance itself from the notion of being perceived as a platform used to
monetise explicit content to the point where not only is it not mentioned on its website, but
there was an attempt to ban pornography in 2021 (McLean & Disis, 2021; “OnlyFans to Ban
Sexually Explicit Content,” 2021). This was not well received by creators and fans, who voiced
their disappointment online, making OnlyFans reverse its decision almost immediately

(Bernstein, 2021; McLean & Disis, 2021).

As outlined previously and moving to examine studies around the platform, OnlyFans gained
astonishing growth driven by the COVID-19 pandemic (Boseley, 2020), which correlates with
the findings by multiple researchers that mention financial benefits as the main reason why
people started their profiles and create content (Balint, 2021; Boseley, 2020; Cardoso &
Scarcelli, 2021; L. Jones, 2020; Magnusdottir, 2023; Prema, 2020; Satre, 2023; Smith, 2021;

Tangmanee, 2023).

Nonetheless, despite the proliferation (Boseley, 2020; Jones, 2020; Smith, 2021), Tangmanee
(2023), using data collected from comScore, found that in the U.S. the number of people

visiting multiple content creators' profiles decreased, meaning, fans or subscribers — due to the



Susana Nacore Cisternas Da Silva Rocha

Aalborg University — MSc International relation: Global Refugee Studies

Master Thesis — Navigating Racialisation and Representation: A Case Study of Intersectional Identities Among
Thai Women on OnlyFans

price of the content — favoured and spent more time watching the creators they had already
subscribed to rather than searching for new accounts. Nevertheless, Rubattu et al. (2023a)
analysed news outlets regarding the pandemic's impact on OnlyFans, which observed a surge
in content creators and fans and heightened participation and engagement, echoing the findings

of previous studies.

Additionally, they explored the economic situation of two types of new users. In the first case,
the study mentions how people who were already sex workers and whose work had to be moved
to digital platforms because of the pandemic, felt an increase in competition and pressure to
improve their marketing strategies and content, making fewer earnings than previously. The
second case was people who lost their jobs or wanted to change their employment and were in
a difficult financial situation — pointing at profiles that did not have experience working within
the sex industry —who, the moment they started their online accounts, saw an increase in their
earnings. In contrast, already well-established online sex workers found themselves with a
higher workload, having to invest more time interacting with their fans. However, this increase
in workload did not correspond with a significant increase in monetary benefits (Rubattu et al.,

2023a).

While the platform was and is ‘Booming’ (Smith, 2021), creators' experiences have been
extensively researched. From the desire to create accounts with the idea of connecting with
other people from the same community, for instance, the LGBTQ+ community (Dunn, 2023),
to the creation of an OnlyFans character or persona by putting on specific types of make-up,

hairdo, clothes and maintaining a work-out routine or dieting (Cardoso & Scarcelli, 2021).

This persona or character has been linked to a sense of authenticity that fans seek — fans who
are men, representing 60% of users (Lindner, 2024), whose average age is 29 years old

(Ploscaru, 2024) and are likely white and married (Litam et al., 2022) —, driven by the desire

10
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for connection and intimacy (Cardoso & Scarcelli, 2021; Dunn, 2023; Hsiao et al., 2021;
Laurin, 2019; Litam et al., 2022; Rubattu et al., 2023; wenhsiaowh, 2020). In certain instances,
during the pandemic, the creator would talk about their day and family holidays (Rubattu et al.,

2023a; Ryan, 2019).

However, portraying this genuine image has brought multiple types of threats to content
creators. The most significant ones are stalkers finding their houses and personal information
(Jones, 2016; Prema, 2020). Harassment (Rubattu et al., 2023a; Ryan, 2019), memes insulting
creators (van der Nagel, 2021) or having their content being posted on other websites is, as

Jones (2016) write, inevitable.

Even though the threats produced are impactful, an article analysed the different perceptions
of 150 Canadian university female students regarding OnlyFans and other webcamming sites
compared to “street-level, escorting, and sugar babies” (Balint, 2021, p. 109). In terms of self-
objectification and their standpoint regarding online sex work, the results were more positively
inclined towards platforms such as OnlyFans. At the same time, only 13% of women who were

part of the study, mentioned they would work as sex workers.

This brings me to the focal point of my thesis: Thai women. They are part of the top 15 content-
producing countries. Whose language of preference within the platform is English, and their
monthly earnings are higher through their work in OnlyFans than the average income in

Thailand (Vallina et al., 2023).

Sex Tourism and Prostitution: The Sex Industry in Thailand

The sex industry in Thailand became commercial during the Vietham War — the 1950s and

1960s — when the U.S. militarised the country to place its bases. At that time, although sex

11
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work was criminalised when offered, it was not when consumed. This situation resulted in the
development of a sense of opportunity for Thai women to obtain an income based on the sex
industry. As U.S. soldiers — who were the main consumers of sex during their stay — started to
leave Thailand, sex tourism began to develop since “the presence of military forces created a
commercial infrastructure wherein Thai women sold sex to foreign men” (Simpkins, 1997,

para. 16).

Although the sex industry in Thailand serves both local — around 70% — and international
clients, studies mostly focused on the areas interconnected within foreign sex tourism
(Simpkins, 1997; Steinfatt, 2002), where there is even a term, ‘sexpatrietes’, used to categorise
people who, after multiple trips to Thailand reinforcing sex tourism, decide to move there

(Seabrook, 2001).

Foreign tourists interested in sex, travel to Thailand with the idea of a Thai woman who
provides eager care and has distinctive beauty — exotic —strengthening racialised stereotypes
(Singh & Hart, 2007). Once they start going on dates with them, these clichés and feelings
intertwine with the frustration these men experience when they realise it is a business

relationship from the sex worker's perspective (Seabrook, 2001)

Financial benefits are one of the main reasons why women in Thailand turn to the sex industry
(Seabrook, 2001; Singh & Hart, 2007; Steinfatt, 2002). Around 250,000 women are sex
workers in Thailand, based on statistics provided by the International Union of Sex Workers
(2023), and just as it happens in OnlyFans, there are cases where the income from one night

can be the equivalent of half a month's worth of work (Wadekar, 2023).

This economic incentive is such, that a major issue within Thailand’s sex industry is that

children are being sold into prostitution by their families. This is not the product of ambition

12
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or wanting personal enrichment, but it is rather “driven by the most basic urgency of survival”

(Seabrook, 2001, p. 75).

Furthermore, financial motivation is tied to Thai ideas of women. In Thai culture, a woman is
viewed as having the responsibility to “maintain the values and traditions of the family and the
country and fulfil the role of the good mother and wife.” (Buranajaroenkij, 2017, p. 3). In cases
of poverty, the responsibility to provide for their families is a primary reason why people enter
this industry (Steinfatt, 2002). Sex work promises instant money, which can be used to override
obstacles associated with rural areas (Simpkins, 1997). Moreover, if the woman knows
someone working in a place associated with the sex industry, it becomes less difficult for her
to join and be part of it (Seabrook, 2001). Places where sex is being offered are various. “From
Karaoke bars to makers of videos, parlours with cubicles for sex upstairs, barbers, massage
houses, beauty parlours for men and women, call girls, discos, beer bars, nightclubs, escort
agencies, caddy-girls in golf clubs” (Seabrook, 2001, p. 74). Brothels, hotels, restaurants, tea
houses, streetwalkers and even rice shops — also known as Khao Tom — are also places where
sexual services are available (Steinfatt, 2002). It has extended to the point where “visiting
Thailand and not noticing any sex workers? It is like going to “KFC and you never see fried

chicken,” Anna said” (Wadekar, 2023, para. 7).

Surprisingly, since Thailand is globally recognised for serving as a sex tourist destination
(Stainton, 2024; Wadekar, 2023), prostitution is not allowed based on the Prevention and
Suppression of Prostitution Act B.E. 2539 (1996), which illegalises spaces where prostitution
can be carried out, sex advertisements, and offering and consuming sex. If found doing an
illegal act within the stated ones in the Law, fines and even imprisonment are the punishments

(Amendral, 2021; Wadekar, 2023).

13
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However, the Entertainment Places Act BE 2509 (1966) details that leisure facilities — some
mentioned above — can have employees sitting with customers (“Entertainment Places Act in
Thailand - G.A.M. Legal Alliance,” n.d.). Applying this detail, establishments hire Thai women
to engage in conversations with clients, form a connection and encourage them to purchase
drinks for them— for which they get a commission (Amendral, 2021). Once the client decides
on who they want to spend the night with, they pay a fee to the bar owner to leave the premises
with the woman (Garnsey, 2007). Under the usage of the Entertainment Places Act, sex work
turns invisible to the unwanted eyes, to the point where even Pattaya Tourist Police say that
they could not find any illegal action after an inspection that started because of citizens being

concerned (Tanakorn, 2023).

Since the job of sex workers is criminalised, they are at constant risk of being attacked or
suffering violence, as well as having their health care services reduced — which happened
during the pandemic - and in a position where they are left alone by the state, with no help

(Amendral, 2021; Wadekar, 2023).

To finalise this section, | quote Singh & Hart (2007) who wrote: “We call attention to an
industry that dare not speak its name even though it might account for nearly one-tenth of the

gross national product of Thailand” (p. 170).

14



Susana Nacore Cisternas Da Silva Rocha

Aalborg University — MSc International relation: Global Refugee Studies

Master Thesis — Navigating Racialisation and Representation: A Case Study of Intersectional Identities Among
Thai Women on OnlyFans

Chapter 2: State of the Art

Throughout this chapter, | aim to outline the theoretical frameworks | employ for my analysis,
representation, racialisation, and intersectionality in the disciplines of cultural, gender and

sociology studies.

| use representation theory, developed by Stuart Hall, a pioneer in cultural studies (Hsu, 2017).
Relevant to my studies, considering my aim involves the analysis of language — in its broad
sense, explained in Chapter 3: Theory — and its meaning within a cultural setting, being, using

media as a means to distribute and shape perceptions (Hall, 1997).

Racialisation and intersectionality live among gender and sociology studies, applicable to my
research given that to examine the navigation of Thai women’s identities, it iS necessary to
have knowledge regarding stereotypes and power dynamics amidst social identities and
systems of oppression. These concepts are a must to understand the complexity of their

identities (Crenshaw, 1991; Murji & Solomos, 2005; Omi & Winant, 2014; Phoenix, 2006).

Reviewing literature on these theories provides a deeper understanding of the discussions
occurring within a multidisciplinary study approach. I simultaneously present the gaps that

justify undertaking this research.

Representation and Cultural Studies

In this section, | provide an overview of the literature on representation as a theoretical

framework in cultural Studies.

Khan et al. (2024) employed representation theory to analyse the identities, experiences, and

resistance depicted in Fatima Bhutto's novel The Runaways through a post-colonial lens. It was

15
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an analysis of the manner in which Fatima Bhutto applied representation theory to the
protagonists of her novel. A comparison study where the authors employ representation theory
to search for meaning between how Bhutto created symbolism around the protagonists’
identities and experiences in a postcolonial context and Hall’s theories of identity. It is an
interplay where representation theory is used as a method to analyse while examining itself

within a novel and comparing this study to another theory that uses representation.

Throughout this article, | learned about representation as a multifaceted theory, which led me
to adopt representation theory as an analytical tool or method for searching for meaning within

Thai women’s portrayals of themselves in domains of racialised and intersectional identities.

Racialisation and Intersectionality among Gender and Sociology Studies

| combine racialisation and intersectionality in the same section since both relate to gender and
sociology studies and, most importantly, since among the ‘race’ from intersectionality theory

lays racialisation (Crenshaw, 1991; Omi & Winant, 2014), which interconnect the theories.

Racialisation was used to analyse the stereotypes of Thai femininity in cosmetic surgeries
(Aizura, 2009). The author examined the reasoning behind cosmetic surgeries chosen by
Kathoeys, whom the author describes as “male-bodied people who are generally understood to
present as feminine or pass as women” (p. 303). Aizura writes about femininity and the
perception of it as an object to consume that is associated with modernity, which is desired by
Kathoeys, who are trying to portray themselves as modern women. Femininity among some
Kathoeys, as the author explains, is connected to ideals of Western beauty standards that seek
racialised stereotypes of ‘whiteness’ while maintaining clichés around Thai exoticism by
keeping their faces and face structure untouched from surgery since racialised topes already

connect Asian facial features with femininity.

16



Susana Nacore Cisternas Da Silva Rocha

Aalborg University — MSc International relation: Global Refugee Studies

Master Thesis — Navigating Racialisation and Representation: A Case Study of Intersectional Identities Among
Thai Women on OnlyFans

I applied this study to my analysis when I examined cosmetic surgeries and what they represent,
in the context of a Thai woman on OnlyFans, since it portrays the symbolism of cosmetic

surgeries in Thailand.

Azhar et al. (2021) employed intersectionality as a framework to analyse the content of 3,156
tweets written by people who identified themselves as Asian American and Pacific Islanders
(APIT) and coded the data within the parameters of race, gender, and sexuality. Their goal was
to analyse how racialised and gendered stereotypes shape the experience of APIs. The results
found six themes associated with the intersection of race, gender, and sexuality for APIs. API
women are placed in a position where they are viewed as exotic, hypersexualised, and
submissive; API men are portrayed as weak, less manly, and nonsexual; both women and men
are victims of violence based on their race and gender, while men are faced with a more
racialised based violence, women are sexually harassed. APIs from the LGBTQ+ community
suffer invisibility and marginalisation. In general, APIs were perceived within a neo-

colonialism framework.

This article was inspiring since it provided a clear view of how intersectionality contributes to

the analysis of stereotypes.

Significance

My approach to these theories differs slightly in the application and the theoretical focus from
the previous articles since my analysis focuses on the dynamics and interconnection of these

theories within a digital context.

17
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| employ racialisation theory to explore how Thai women construct their racialised identities,
considering, at the same time, their interaction with their fans and how this maintains or defies

racial ideas.

| use Intersectionality theory to analyse power dynamics and systems of oppression that affect

and are part of Thai women, such as the intersection of gender, race, and content creators.

Lastly, I apply representation theory as an analytical framework that provides tools to interpret
the data from the profiles of Thai content creators and uncover meanings within the theories
mentioned above. | use it to examine the visibility it provides to Thai women through media,

how they are perceived, and how they portray themselves.

18
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Chapter 3: Theory

Representation

Stuart Hall (1997), a culture studies scholar, wrote about representation in the first chapter of
his book. He defined representation as “the process by which members of a culture use
language (broadly defined as any system which deploys signs, any signifying system)? to
produce meaning” (p. 61). This meaning is not fixed or associated with a truth; on the contrary,
it changes and varies between societies or cultures — since they are the ones who create

significance — and periods.

While three main theories exist for expressing meaning across language, Hall (1997) delimits
representation from a “constructionist approach” (p. 61). He begins by constructing from the
simplest task, namely, describing the two “systems of representation” (p. 17), to explaining

Saussure’s and Foucault’s model.

Commencing with the construction of the two systems of representation, involving the system
which is the mental representation associated with concepts that help to interpret the world —
connected to words, and language that refers to the links between conceptual maps and signs
that hold meaning, “certain written words, spoken sounds or visual images” (Hall, 1997, p. 18).

The simple task of creating a relation between something, concept and signs is representation.

Hall then introduces the notion of codes, englobing meaning constructed through the two
systems of representation within a particular culture, in other words, he uses codes to translate

systems and languages among distinct cultures, establishing meaning. Coding and decoding

2 In its broad sense, meaning, written, and spoken, images, facial expressions, gestures, music, etc (Hall, 1997, p.
4).
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“enables meaning to pass from speaker to hearer and be effectively communicated within a
culture” (Hall, 1997, p.22). Moreover, coding is necessary as signs are arbitrary and relational.
Without the code, there would be no connection between the concept and the sign, leading to

a lack of meaning.

Hall (1997) introduces semiotic approaches to explore representation and language more
deeply, bringing light to linguist Saussure's use of two elements to dig deeper into signs. The
first one is categorised as the signifier, the seen and heard aspects of the signs, the sounds
creating a word or the written letters. The second element is the signified, which refers to the
mental concept the signifier represents (Saussure et al., 2011). Both elements are needed to

create meaning and the relation between them is what supports the representation (Hall, 1997).

While Saussure's focus on linguistics, Barthes (1972) provides a broader understanding of how
representation works, using denotations and connotations. Denotations are the general
description of something—an objective sketch—whereas connotations are the interpretation

associated with that something, based on social ideologies—subjective ideas.

Transitioning to a different way of representation, one in which its construction is not based on
linguistics or interpretations, Foucault's way of using representation, although narrow,
introduces knowledge instead of meaning. Knowledge is assembled by discourse and discourse
constructs the idea (Foucault, 2013). Hall describes Foucault’s discourse as: “It governs the
way that a topic can be meaningfully talked about and reasoned about. It also influences how
ideas are put into practice and used to regulate the conduct of others.” (Hall, 1997, p. 44).
Whenever there is a system of discourses that rules the narrative, mindsets and knowledge
within the scope of a specific historical moment and social context, Foucault talks about
discourse formations (Foucault, 2013). Using these concepts, the underlying notion is that

meaning is not present without discourse (Hall, 1997). Moreover, power — in the sense of the
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strength to maintain or control and create or regulate discourses through a network of
organisations and practices — when connected with knowledge, produces the perception of
validity or truth (Foucault, 1995). Lastly, by integrating discourses, power relations — power as
productive and repressive — and social practices, Foucault (1990), constructs the subjects. Hall's
(1997) representation theory, based on Foucault’s construct of the subject, mentions that

individuals generate meaning once discourses produce and construct their subject positions.

Individuals may differ as to their social class, gendered, ‘racial’ and ethnic
characteristics (among other factors), but they will not be able to take meaning until
they have identified with those positions which the discourse constructs, subjected
themselves to its rules, and hence become the subjects of its power/knowledge. (Hall,

1997, p. 56)

Combining the semiotic approaches from Saussure (2011) and Barthes (1972) -
“Representation was understood based on the way words functioned as signs within languages”
(Hall, 1997, p. 42) — and merging them with Foucault (1990, 1995, 2013) discourses, Hall
(1997) provided a complete notion of representation and how to approach it, or, in his own

words, “complexified what we meant by representation” (p. 62).

| apply this theory as a foundational or analytical framework to understand and interpret the
meaning produced by Thai women's content creators on OnlyFans. | analyse the usage of
written and visual language — for instance, profile pictures, usernames and bios — as a means
to construct their identities, explore the cultural and ideological implications and study identity

navigation.
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Racialisation

Defined by Karim Murji and John Solomos (2005) as a

widely used term in discussions of racial and ethnic relations [...] core concept in the
analysis of racial phenomena, particularly to signal the processes by which ideas about
race are constructed, come to be regarded as meaningful, and are acted upon.
Racialisation is commonplace as a descriptor and as a concept in most or all social

science disciplines and across the humanities. (p. 1)

On a similar note, though considering racialisation in the sense of racial formation perspective,
Omi & Winant (2014) adopted the concept as a social construct, shaping people’s identities
and society, whose meaning is constantly moving and evolving. Having its focus on the U.S.,
the authors claimed racialisation is “the extension of racial meaning to a previously racially
unclassified relationship, social practice, or group.” (p. 13). They perceived race not as a
characteristic defined by genetics or biology but as moulded by historical, societal, and
institutional forces, with physical traits linked to these dimensions. In other words, racialisation
is constructed by associating racial meaning and people’s bodily features with a specific point
in time and space to create social meaning based on the interpretation. Moreover, representation
in media is mentioned as a means to redefine and construct race and societal understanding of

racial hierarchies.

However, there needs to be more clarity within the concept of racialisation. It comes in the
ambiguous sense of how the definition of race is addressed. In Murji & Solomos (2005), they
explain that this ambiguity among races is perceived as a “narrow discourse of biologically
distinctive races, a process of cultural differentiation, or a code in which the idea or language

of race is not manifest at all” (p. 4).
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What is agreed upon, though, is that in the same way racialisation can be constructed, it can be
deconstructed — de-racialisation — and reconstructed — re-racialisation. These processes occur
concurrently, with no need to start with one phase before moving to the next (Murji & Solomos,

2005).

| employ this theory to analyse how Thai women on OnlyFans construct and navigate their
racialised identities by examining the processes of racialisation, de-racialisation, and re-

racialisation.

Intersectionality

Inspired by Crenshaw (1991) and her theorisation of intersectionality in Mapping the Margins,
| decided to apply this theory to analyse Thai women OnlyFans content creators since it
provides a thorough framework to study social identities and systems of oppression, such as
“race, gender, and class domination” (p. 1246). These systems of oppression are

interconnected, creating a complex identity (Phoenix, 2006).

Employing Crenshaw’s (1991) analysis of women of colour within the framework of
discourses created to interfere within one area in particular —for instance, feminism and anti-
racism—the author states that the struggles of women of colour, with “intersectional identities
as both women and of colour” (p. 1244), have consequently resulted in their invisibility or

marginalisation amidst both identities.

“Intersectionality is thus useful as a handy catchall phrase that aims to make visible the multiple
positioning that constitutes everyday life and the power relations that are central to it” (Phoenix,

2006, p. 187).

23



Susana Nacore Cisternas Da Silva Rocha

Aalborg University — MSc International relation: Global Refugee Studies

Master Thesis — Navigating Racialisation and Representation: A Case Study of Intersectional Identities Among
Thai Women on OnlyFans

Extrapolating the analysis made by Crenshaw (1991), in the context of Thai Women on
OnlyFans, intersectionality is crucial to examining them in terms of gender, race, and as content

creators to visualise and create a proper understanding of their complex identities.

| apply this theory by examining Thai women's identities as interconnected and reinforcing

individualities.
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Chapter 4. Methodology

In this chapter, I explain how | designed my research, obtained the data used in the analysis
and how the analysis was conducted. Moreover, | delve into my thesis's ethical considerations,

limitations, and biases.

Research Design

My thesis is a qualitative research study that explores Thai women content creators and how
they navigate their identities within the representation of the intersection of gender, race, and
content creators. | employ the phenomenon of Thai women on OnlyFans as a case study to
obtain knowledge regarding these themes and delve further into the contextualisation of the

topic (George & Bennett, 2005).

A case study is an extensive analysis of a person — or multiple people —, an incident or event,
a place, or a phenomenon (Marczyk et al., 2010). In my study, OnlyFans is essential since it
provides a digital space to gather insight into the analysis in terms of explicit content to already
stereotyped hypersexual Thai women and how they navigate their identities (Azhar et al., 2021;

George & Bennett, 2005).

To collect qualitative data, | employ netnography, which is explained in the following section.

Netnography

Netnography is a qualitative research method focused on the virtual space whose aim is to
analyse human interactions and relations, and online culture through the usage of social media

platforms, applying 26 distinct research operations categorised within the data collection, data
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analysis, and interpretation operations. It provides a guideline for the researcher to follow
specific steps while being flexible and adaptable since multiple operations can be combined to

adjust to a specific study (Kozinets, 2020).

Netnography has always been the ethnography of online network actors and
interactions. However, now it is becoming much more: a set of sub-routines, suggested,
inflected, and then reflected back through multiple literature bases as a type of
crowdsourced scientific method, legitimate, established in multiple fields, yet still

growing. (Kozinets, 2020, p. 15)

Moreover, netnography and digital ethnography differ in that netnography focuses on specific
content collected within social media. In contrast, digital ethnography focuses its analysis on
understanding technology and its impact on a cultural setting without the need to use online

content (Kozinets, 2020)

My thesis focal point is an online platform—OnlyFans—in which content creators’ profiles
and content are analysed. Therefore, | chose this methodology to gather my primary data since

it specialises in online content analysis (Kozinets, 2010).

The adaptability, flexibility, and specific online operations to gather and analyse data, valuing
its cultural focus, investigating phenomenon, people, and networks to deepen its understanding

of:

Complexity, context, and meaning [...] values an empathic sense of verstehen, it seeks
explanation in cultural causality, and its perspective seeks to unite individual local
beliefs and practices with wider, shared, let-us-call-them networks of knowledge,

information, and institutionalized influence. (Kozinets, 2020, p. 133)
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To acquire knowledge, it searches for meaning using the digital space as its research ground,

specifically social media platforms, collecting data from patterns created by language and

symbols — in the form of memes, hashtags, emojis —, online rituals such as uploading particular

videos or photos, new identities associated with people roleplaying a character or an aesthetic,

people sharing their lives, commenting on their ideologies, through likes, comments, reposts,

or each form of show support the platform has created, and lastly, investigating “relations of

power, group dynamics, exclusion and inclusion, submission and domination, and hierarchies

that express themselves online.” (Kozinets, 2020, p. 134).

Figure 1:

Netnography in a nutshell
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As represented in Figure 1, netnography contains six pathways established to work with data

considering a particular research topic and its approach. These pathways are classified as
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movements and are divided into different sections within the research called operations
(Kozinets, 2020). I will explain the sections I used and how I applied them to my investigation

using this figure as a guide.

Initiation

The first movement is Initiation, referring to aspects associated with the research’s starting
point, meaning the research question, objectives, deciding which online sites to use, theories,
and “all sorts of informational, organizational, regulatory, and administrative preparation for

the act of research” (Kozinets, 2020, p. 139). This is the section where my thesis was decided.

| started by formulating a research question, inquiring: What do | want to investigate? What do
I want to learn? “Who/what/where/when, whether/how or why?”” (Kozinets, 2020, p. 147). |
ultimately settle on the question: How do Thai women navigate identities through the digital

sphere of OnlyFans?

OnlyFans was chosen since | intend to inspect stereotypes associated with racialised identities,
and choosing a suitable platform with specific content and culture was crucial. My line of
thoughts started with the idea of employing some of the most used social media platforms
associated with creating and distributing content. With that idea in mind, | searched and found
the 15 most popular social media platforms worldwide. In order, from the social media
platforms with the most users to least are Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, Instagram, TikTok,
WeChat, Facebook Messenger, Telegram, Douyin, Snapchat, Kuaishou, X (Twitter) Sina
Weibo, QQ and Pinterest (Statista, 2024). I, immediately, disregarded Snapchat, since the
concept of this app is to send pictures and videos that disappear once they have been watched
(Common Sense Media, 2024). Additionally, WhatsApp, WeChat, Facebook Messenger, and
Telegram were excluded as they are instant messaging apps that are not used to produce content

but to distribute it (Hill et al., 2023). Lastly, Douyin, Kuaishou, Sina Weibo and QQ were also
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omitted as they are apps created for exclusive Chinese content (Oladipo, 2024). On that note,
| was left with Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, X and Pinterest, however, the number
of studies associated with each of those apps was abundant. Still, one of my concerns was
related to the topic of age — further discussed in the Ethic Consideration section. Across those
platforms, minors are allowed to register, upload content as well as interact with other users
(Moyer, 2022), therefore, | decided to employ OnlyFans considering it is a platform that
requires both creators and fans to be over the age of 18, having their validation system
(OnlyFans, n.d.) which help my research as it automatically secures the age fact. Moreover —
and as mentioned in the chapter where | explained OnlyFans — it is a platform known for the
monetisation of creators’ content, and for it being associated with adult material with exclusive
live streams, images, and videos for a monthly subscription, while at the same time providing

space to interact via comments and private messages (Simon, 2024).

Investigation

The investigation is the second movement and one of the means to collect data. It is alluring to
narrow the online field of communication by using search engines to retrieve traces, given that
it focuses on data gathering centred on the research question (Kozinets, 2020, p. 140). Because
my thesis emphasises OnlyFans, | decided to use this movement to collect my data. Following
the operations under this movement — check Figure 1 —, | started simplifying the research
question into the following keywords: Thai, Thailand, Thai Women, Thai content creator, and

Thai girl.

Once the keywords were selected, the next step was searching for data on OnlyFans. In the
beginning, | lacked awareness of how the search engine from OnlyFans worked, which led me
to use the keywords mentioned above on the search bar. The results were either none or

recommendations from the OnlyFans official account suggesting random accounts. Although
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| was Taken aback, reading the frequently asked questions on the website, | found out that the
search bar works by finding words or terms on posts of people | am already subscribed to
(Looking for Help? — OnlyFans Community Guidelines, n.d.). On platforms such as X, TikTok
or Instagram, if | use the search bar with keywords, | receive account suggestions, tweets
relating to the topic or TikTok videos associated with those words. Rather than having a broader
impact with the search bar, OnlyFans shortens the quest by the people one is subscribed to,
“there is no search/discovery feature on OnlyFans” (OnlyFans, n.d.-c, sec. Platform To
Business Regulation Tems), which meant | had to find creators using other resources, which
led me to discover a third-party tool called OnlyFinder, an external OnlyFans search engine
that finds creators based on profile name, keywords, location, top, new and free accounts, and

popular profiles based on specific categories (OnlyFans, n.d.-c).

By searching using the location ‘Thailand’ as the keyword, OnlyFinder provided a list of
190,025 results. Once | scouted some of the recommended profiles, | realised that the website
was not only finding profiles whose location was Thailand but also content creators who had
mentioned the word. | started filtering content creators based on the ones who had ‘Thailand’
or a city in Thailand as their location, and out of the top 100 profiles — I decided to shorten the
scouting process as 190,025 was excessive — | ended up with 30 content creators located in

Thailand.

Delimiting the selection of creators, I went through all 30 accounts. | considered the five criteria
within the selection operation: “relevance, activity, interactivity, diversity and richness”
(Kozinets, 2020, p. 227), to shorten the number of profiles. These five criteria refer to, for
instance, how relevant the content posted by the creator is to my research. ‘Activity indicates
a creator who consistently uploads content. ‘Interactivity’ stands for interaction between

content creator and fan. ‘Diversity’ aims to gather a sample that does not follow a uniform
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pattern, offering a broader perspective. Lastly, ‘richness’ refers to the quality and quantity of

the content (Kozinets, 2020).

With these criteria in mind, | settled on five accounts that portray relevant information, upload
daily, and constantly answer comments from their fans. Moreover, the content on these
accounts is diverse—from explicit material to videos of them teaching words in Thai—and,
most importantly, there are an abundant number of posts, all of them with more than 750

uploads, between pictures, videos, and live streams.

Integration

Integration is the first and only movement within data analysis and interpretation operations —
check Figure 1. It is where the information gathered is analysed and interpreted into their

meaning and significance within my research area and theories chosen (Kozinets, 2020).

In my thesis, once the creators were selected, instead of selecting random posts to examine, |
went through their entire profiles and the comments on each port to recognise patterns that are
the ones being analysed in the following chapter. To analyse and interpret these patterns—
besides every profile picture, background photo, and bio—I chose specific posts representing

these themes.

My final data-gathering is reflected in five profile pictures, five background photos, five bios,
where | examined poses, gestures, photo angles, colours, emojis, words used, tones, cosmetic
surgeries, makeup, hairstyles, the editing of their images or filters used, likes, and comments—

in other words, anything and everything that provides meaning.

| approach the data using interpretive procedures, which involve “theming, talenting, totalising,

translating, turtling, and troublemaking” (Kozinets, 2020, pp. 363-364). They intertwine and
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overlap, providing different approaches to interpreting the data; there is no linear method for

employing them. The procedure | use is translating, which connects the data with the theory.

Translation is an operation of interpretation, the, that attempts to locate particular
elements of empirical data and march them with corresponding strands of scientific
abstraction, it constructs theoretical relationships in the process forming a coherent text

that unites the two. (Kozinets, 2020, p. 371)

Translation refers to the interpretation of data taken from photos, written language,
experiences, and phenomena and translating it into theoretical frameworks of representation,

racialisation, and intersectionality (Kozinets, 2020).

Ethical Considerations

My thesis surrounds itself with sensitive topics. Not only is it explicit content that | examined,
but Thai women content creators on OnlyFans are under multiple risks if found by their
government since pornography has been banned in Thailand since 2020 (Reuters, 2020). Still,
these creators employ tools such as Virtual Private Networks (VPS) to encrypt their online
activity and avoid geographical restrictions on the internet to keep posting (Hoffman, 2023;
Reuters, 2020). Considering this, it is crucial to maintain their anonymity and avoid writing or
showing information that could identify them. This is why | do not use their pictures during
my analysis. | do not feel comfortable using them, nor do | have their consent to do so. Even if
| were to blur their content, there are tools online, such as Fotor, capable of unblurring any
image (Unblur Image & Sharpen Image - Free Al Blur Remover, n.d.). Therefore, to keep and

respect their integrity and identity, | refrain from using pictures.

Instead of pictures, I describe their profiles and content, avoiding specific details. For instance,

| do not mention particular elements or describe their tattoos if they have them, the same with
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cosmetic surgeries. Instead, | mention that they have them and the significance of having them.
Unless this sort of data makes a difference or provides meaning in the representation and

construction of their identities, | provide general descriptions.

This is the case when | describe their profile pictures, bios, and captions. | write about their
poses —common to find on OnlyFans —, clothes and the meaning behind the colours they chose,
not providing detailed information about, for instance, which flower is on their shirt. With
captions, since the benefit of analysing their words is more important since it is what provides
meaning, and | know searching for those sentences on the internet will not provide any result
that could link it with them — | searched on google their captions to see if anything showed and
got no results —, | decided to use them as they wrote it, not rephrasing them to maintain the

original meaning.

“Online fieldwork is an opportunity to be a goodwill ambassador or an ignorant exploiter”
(Kozinets, 2020, p. 164). Therefore, considering the topics my thesis touches on, the main
concern is respecting Thai women's identities, anonymity and integrity while being respectful

and providing insightful connections between the data and theories analysed.
Passive observer

Within the ethical considerations, the subject of the passive observer appears. During my
reading of the book Netnography: The Essential Guide to Qualitative Social Media Research
(2020), there were multiple exercises purposely created to make the reader, in this case, me,
question whether the research was ethical. One of the assignments was to think about how 1
would feel or what would I think if someone used my profile as part of their research. Would

it be better to know or not?
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I thought thoroughly about these questions. If | were to post explicit content on an online
platform, I might be conflicted if someone requested consent to study my profile. Even if it is,
for instance, my Instagram account, based on the research, | might feel troubled unless told that

the content would be used to provide insight and future positive effects.

Even though I did not explicitly message these content creators requesting their content, 1 did
not hide my identity and aim. My OnlyFans account displays my name and specifies that the

account is being used for research purposes.

My account will be deleted the moment my thesis is finished. In the bookmarks, | stored the
content creators | analysed and the ones I could not examine for this research. This way, their

privacy and anonymity will be kept.

Secondary Data

My secondary data, which included articles, reports, and books, was scraped from Google
Scholar's research engines and the library catalogue from Aalborg University. Additionally, I

used a documentary that was found while searching for videos about Thailand on YouTube.

| did not limit my secondary data to years. The keywords used to search the data varied,
considering the theory or topic; therefore, here are the ones used: Sex industry, the sex industry
in Thailand, the sex industry in Thailand history, OnlyFans, “OnlyFans” AND “Thailand”,
Thai sex tourism, Prostitution in Thailand, intersectionality, intersectionality gender race and
sexuality, Poststructuralism theory, Case study, netnography, netnography vs ethnography,
objectification of women’s body, cosmetic surgeries and identities, infantilisation, male gaze,
women stereotypes, representation theory, racialisation theory, women in Thai culture,

hairstyle symbolism, tattoos symbolism, empowerment and Thai women plastic surgery,
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Representation cultural studies, racialisation gender sociology studies, intersectionality gender

sociology studies.

Limitation

Since it is a sensitive topic being studied in terms of explicit content on OnlyFans, my
limitations focus on accessing data since — and being one of the reasons why OnlyFans is
known — multiple profiles monetise their content. Therefore, | could not gather a more
extensive sample in my specific case even though I subscribed to four paid accounts since my

funding was limited.

| am aware that not using pictures to prove the content of my analysis can raise doubts about
my research. Still, | decided to write on this topic, and it is my responsibility to maintain the

anonymous identity of these content creators.

Moreover, one of the features of OnlyFans refers to messaging the creator. Since my research
focuses on passive observation, | did not obtain information regarding how the creators

perceive their fans and the messages they are sent.

| provided an insight into the external aspects that can be analysed by simple observation—
profiles, content, likes, comments, pictures, and polls posted by creators to interact with their
fans — instead of an in-depth interview with the content creators, for instance, asking about how
their fans interact with them in a more private setting and/or if they have observed a change in

the type of person texting and subscribing to them.

Lastly, my research focuses on OnlyFans' digital space, which means that what is happening

offline or on other websites is not being perceived.
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My biases

Being self-aware of biases is crucial to being as objective as possible throughout the research
process. As a woman from a Latin-European centric culture who has had to — and still is —
navigate her own identity through the objectification of her body since a young age, my biases
are mostly negatively oriented towards the fans — most specifically men — requesting the
reinforcement of racialised stereotypes through interactions with content creators. Since | am
aware of this fact, | would go through multiple ways to interpret the interaction whenever |
analyse a comment of this kind. Multiple times, | asked friends and colleagues — cis, straight,

and part of the LGBTQ+ community, white men and women — for their view of the situation.

Regarding the content creators themselves, | went through the process of reading about gender,
race, sexuality, feminism, and the sex industry in a global context and Thai-centric field.
Gathered as much information about Thai culture as possible and how Thai women are
perceived within their culture and from a foreign point of view, with the goal of not creating

gender biases around them or framing them within the already established stereotypes.

Moreover, since it is not my goal, | avoided selecting specific content to prove a point of, for
instance, transformation towards the empowerment of Thai Women on OnlyFans. | specifically
checked all their content to associate the data with themes that, based on their context, would
have a perception of embodiment or reproduction of clichés, or both. This led me to a more

objective view of how they portray themselves in digital areas.

Even though 1 tried to select a diverse sample, I am aware that it might represent them
specifically and not a generalised population. Still, I am confident my thesis can be used as a

baseline for further studies.
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Poststructuralism

The lens used to interpret my data is poststructuralism since it treats meaning and identities as
consequences of something instead of the cause while considering ethical regards in the
creation of the otherness (Harrison, 2006). It focuses “on the productivity of language in the
construction of the objects of investigation” (Lather, 1990, p. 71) and the analysis of power
politics created by written language and its representative forms. “Post-structuralism firmly
regards interpretation as necessary and fundamental to the constitution of the social world”
(Devetak, 2009, p. 194).Poststructuralism serves to analyse the “subjectivating processes, the
constructions of social and cultural conditions, the effects of discursive power etc.” (Marie

Sendergaard, 2002, p. 189).

In this essence, poststructuralism is used throughout the interpretation of the data gathered to
critically analyse the construction of identity within a sphere of racialised stereotypes and
representation amidst the intersectionality of gender, race and content creators that are based
on the social and cultural context of Thai women live in (Crenshaw, 1991; Hall, 1997; Murji

& Solomos, 2005).
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Chapter 5: Analysis

While analysing the data gathered, | identified two main patterns among the five content
creators. There was a constant interconnection between traditional stereotypes associated with
their racialised identities and their responses to these labels. Some creators recreated these
ideas, while others distanced themselves slightly from these standards, continuing to challenge
the generalisation about them. Therefore, | decided to divide this chapter into two sections. The
first analyses traditional stereotypes, while the second one studies the reconstruction of those
ideas. Each section is further associated with the subscription stage — before and after the
subscription. These are essential distinctions since the information that the viewer can perceive
varies. If the fan has not yet subscribed to the content creator’s account, they can only view the
profile picture, name, username, and bio. After subscribing, they get access to the content

posted by the creator.

Hyperfeminine, Submissive and Infantilised Yet Sexually Inviting Identities: Exploring

Traditional Stereotypes

Thai women — or women in Asia — are perceived under the lenses of mysterious,
submissiveness, petite, hyperfeminine (Azhar et al., 2021; Chik, 1997; Manderson, 1997;
Suphsert, 2021; Vallina et al., 2023), and infantilised (Park, 2022), while being a “sexually
aggressive woman” (Yamamoto, 2000). They are viewed as objects to use when men are under

stress, willing and eager to provide care and not complain (Woan, 2008).

In this section, | analyse how Thai OnlyFans content creators reproduce racialised and

gendered stereotypes, objectifying and exoticising (Museus & Truong, 2013) themselves
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within these terms “expected to capture the erotic imaginations of other (foreign) men”

(Manderson, 1997, p. 125).

At first glance — before the subscription: analysing profile pictures, names, usernames, and bios
— three of the five content creators examined showed similar patterns. Mar, Lisa, and Amy
portrayed and recreated the stereotypes mentioned above with no contradictions or dualities.

Therefore, those are the creators analysed in this sub-section.

Content creator #1 (Anonymous [Mar], n.d.) — whom I would call Mar from now on to keep
her real name anonymous —, uses her ethnicity as Thai in both her name and username — her
account would appear as @MarThai, with her name being the same: Mar Thai — placing herself
within a racialised identity surrounded by already associated ideas — as mentioned above —
giving it the power to be the word or eye-catching point to attract fans — besides writing her
name, she uses Thai as a pseudonym. Her bio has five emojis, representing the sexual or
attractive part of her content besides the secrecy surrounding it as there is an emoji specifically
indicating to stay quiet or to keep something a secret, which, at the same time, creates a space

of confidentiality and closeness with the fan or viewer.

Continuing with her profile picture, though simple, it provides more than enough information
to interpret. The photo is taken from a medium shot, showing almost her entire body — except
for the knee down — representing a sexual context based on her posture, body language and
clothes. It creates the illusion of the photo being a point-of-view shot since she is looking
directly at the camera and is incited to pay attention to her body language, which communicates
permissiveness with her hand placed behind her back for support and her legs parted — taking
the picture from a medium angle (Mireles, n.d.). Her face was edited to appear poreless and

younger, with added blush around the eyes and cheeks.
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Not only do her body posture and appearance suggest submissiveness, but her clothing also
follows this pattern. She is wearing a white top, although shot, it carries the double connotation

of the colour and the length of the same. The colour white has a connotation that represents
purity, the colour of goodness and beauty within the Thai context (sswnauwuid, 2021), having

a similar meaning in the West, symbolising “purity, peace, cleanliness, and virginity”
(“Meaning of the Color White: Symbolism, Common Uses, & More,” 2023, para. 14). The

length of the tops, within the context of her content and OnlyFans, adds the sexual aspects.

Content creator #4 (Anonymous [Lisa], n.d.) — from now on, Lisa — has a picture of herself
sitting on the floor wearing a white shirt — symbolism explained above — and pink socks, which
connotation refers to “youth, good health, and playfulness [...] feminine, sweetness [...]
innocent” (K. Smith, n.d., para. 4). Her face was edited to appear poreless and youthful, and

her expressions, pose, and clothes embody innocence combined with sensuality.

This is also reflected in one of the emojis she uses in her name — the smiling face with an
angel’s halo above its head —which represents pureness and righteous (“@ Smiling Face With

Halo Emoji,” n.d.).

This hyperfeminine and innocent theme she represents in her profile has another layer
reproducing the hypersexuality associated with Thai women. In her name, besides the emoji
with the halo, which also can mean flirtation behaviour (Saad & Kibbe, 2023) or, as Thompson
(2016) wrote: “You have a night of crazy sex and meet up with your parents for brunch the
next day, pretending you are exactly the little angel they think you are” (para. 11), she chose
two other symbols: the smiling face with horns and the hot face emojis. The first one was
examined as one of the horniest emojis (Davis, 2017; Saad & Kibbe, 2023), while the second

means that the person is attractive (Saad & Kibbe, 2023).
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Following the pattern of adopting a racialised identity as a pseudonym, Lisa uses ‘Asia’ as part
of her username — it would appear like @LisaAsia. In her bio, she describes herself as a *20-

year-old Thai girl’, a yoga instructor, pole dancer, and body contortionist from Pattaya.

By analysing the first sentence in her bio, she uses her ethnicity as ‘Thai’ and combines it with
the gender ‘girl’ — instead of ‘woman’ — which reinforces the stereotype of infantilisation.
Nonetheless, she broadened her identity by mentioning her professions as a yoga instructor,
pole dancer and body contortionist placed in the context of OnlyFans and her racialised
identity, plus her location, ‘Pattaya’ — whose nightlife is known to be focused on the sex

industry (TravelThailandTogether, 2023) — creates a hypersexualised representation of herself.

Content creator #5 (Anonymous [Amy], n.d.) — named Amy — has an innocent-looking profile
picture where she is smiling while looking at the camera and wearing a grey shirt, perpetuating

the imagination of a pure yet sexually active person by showing cleavage.

She has edited her face to look smoother and youthful. Racialised herself as ‘busty Asian’ —
mostly associated with Japanese fetish (Ashcraft, 2011) — in her bio, she emphasises this idea
when she insists that she is a “Thai girl with big ... heart and bigger boobs!” (Anonymous

[Amy], n.d.), thereby reinforcing racialised notions of infantilisation and hypersexuality.

Among traditional stereotypes associated with Thai and Asian women, specifically within the
cliché of them existing to take care of their partners, Thai sex workers are perceived as tender,
eager to please (Seabrook, 2001), to provide relief and not complain (Woan, 2008). Among
these ideas, the Thai girlfriend or the rent-a-girlfriend experience is born (Ervik, n.d.; The
Thailand Rent-A-Girlfriend Experience, 2024). According to Pattaya Unlimited (2024), the
aim of ‘renting’ a Thai girlfriend is to meet someone to spend time with during a holiday “for

sex, female company, friendship, travel, for love” (para. 3).
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Extrapolating this concept of the Thai girlfriend, Lisa portrays herself as in a relationship with
her fans throughout her content. For instance, she posted multiple contents with captions that
speak directly to her fans, with an intimate tone: “I'm your soulmate “, “How | wish you’re
here with me right now, | need some cuddles”, “showing you how flexible I am”, “Hey babe!
What do you think of this outfit?”, “waiting for you”, “can we do yoga together”, “what are
you gonna do to me babe?”, “I hope you’re having a great morning!”, “How was your
weekend?”, “Ugh | wish you were here.”, “Let me take care of you” or “if i got a chance to
have a dinner date with you, this will be the dress im wearing. PS: it will also be the dress that
you're gonna unwrap too” (Anonymous [Lisa], n.d.). These posts represent the idea of the Thai
girlfriend, wanting to take care of their partners, asking about their day, asking if they can do
yoga together, waiting for them to pay attention to her and making them feel special since she

is referring to them directly, fulfilling the companionship and sexual areas.

Amy follows similar patterns, with captions such as: “I am here to fulfill your fantasy”,
“Flirting with the camera, and with you too”, “Let me serve you”, “This Saturday is my special
day, can't wait to celebrate it with you “, “Come Lets eat!! and maybe we can talk about dessert
later «“, “come closer to me”, “Do me a favor, pick me up, take me out later.”, “For you, with
love” or “can u be here with me?”. She also portrays herself within gender norm, framing
herself as: “a wifey material knows how to cook”; and posting pictures where she is cleaning

clothes with the caption “laundry day”.

At first glance, these profiles reinforce the stereotypes of hyper-femininity, innocence, and
childlike appearance while being hypersexual, which intersect with racialised ideas about the
gender and race of Thai women (Chik, 1997; Manderson, 1997; Suphsert, 2021; Vallina et al.,
2023). Their profiles are crafted to attract fans using their bodies, edited pictures, camera

angles, colours, emojis, and words to symbolise and recreate the stereotypes. These profiles
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are based on their racialised identities and constructed to appeal to the male gaze (Mulvey,

1975).

Challenging stereotypes: more than an objectified commodity — negotiating identities and

reconstructing cliches.

Thai women, besides the stereotypes mentioned throughout the last section, are categorised as
prostitutes, “objects to be purchased, to be had, but not subjects to know and respect and
understand” (Pham, 2021, para. 4). These content creators navigate these ideas daily. They
create sexual content — as their job or side hustle — on OnlyFans and they are aware of these
stereotypes. They use their body, gender, sexuality and racialised identities to obtain attention
from their fans or new possible subscribers. However, they consistently claim their humanity
and voice by reconstructing stereotypes, from portraying an assertive personality to uploading
content with no sexual connotation — for instance, pictures of them on holidays or at the gym
— showing a different side of themselves. Pictures that were and are welcomed by their fans

with comments and likes.

Digging deeper into their accounts — after the subscription, having access to the content — what
is being represented is different from what is portrayed in the previous section. All five content
creators — some more than others — are constantly negotiating their intersectional identities by
making subtle changes to the perception fans have of them while keeping some conventional

image associated with them.

Mar exercises full control over her content and interactions with her fans. However, this control
IS negotiated by recreating or maintaining certain racialised standards while reconstructing
others. For instance, in one of her posts, she stated, “Yes... I do my best to keep my body

sexy!” (Anonymous [Mar], n.d.). Although it could be interpreted negatively, the context of
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the image and words chosen reflect control and empowerment over her body. With that
statement, she is actively answering a question or addressing a stereotype that has likely been
bothering her in some way, taking the initiative, and challenging the stereotypes of innocence,
docile and submissiveness. Breaking the sentence and analysing its meaning, the ‘Yes...’
affirms a decision, portraying agency and control. ‘I do my best’ is a conscious action and

effort to ‘keep’ and maintain her body under certain conditions.

Nonetheless, through the photo, she portrays her idea of sexiness, reflected by being thin,
having a petite hourglass figure — accentuated by her posture — and smooth skin. She is wearing
a bright red bikini, contrasting with the white of her profile picture, which symbolises “passion,
warmth and sexuality [...] danger, violence and aggression” (van Braam, 2024, para. 2).
However, taking into consideration her statement, the meaning of the colour is more correct to
place it within the terms’ confidence, dominance, power, and attraction (van Braam, 2024).
Therefore, even though she is reinforcing certain stereotypes by expressing her idea of what a
sexy body is, which aligns with the petite and hyperfeminine labels, she is also reconstructing
her image with a strong, assertive personality, going against the clichés of Thai women as

docile.

This way of reconstructing identities is widely spread across every content creator analysed
during this thesis. Proceeding to deeply analyse the creators who portrayed a more re-defined
racialised identity and the one who challenged stereotypes and norms the most, Content Creator
#2 (Anonymous [Mia], n.d.) — named Mia — resists the stereotype of innocence throughout her
profile. She uses 'Asian’ — for instance, Mia Asian — utilising her racialised identity to attract
fans. Although she edits her pictures to make her skin appear smoother and younger, she chose

to upload a photo with her hair dyed bright red as her profile picture and describes herself as a
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“fit Thai MILF®” — with each word representing a specific idea — in her bio. By ‘fit’ she is
expressing that she is an athletic person, ‘Thai’ in itself has a racialised connotation — as we
have seen before, associated with the stereotypes being analysed— that she put together with
the acronym MILF, used to “refers to an attractive older woman” (Kevin, 2021, para. 2) — in
pornography, that term was the second most searched of 2023 on Pornhub (Review Insights,
2023). She states in her bio "Yes I have some good things but let us talk about it”, portraying
the consciousness of how noticeable certain parts of her body are, embracing this fact and using
it as acknowledgement to captivate fans’ attention, to get them to send her messages and
subscribe to her content. Although with that sentence, she is showing she is aware of the
objectification she is under, she is referring to her breast implant with the words ‘good things’

since above that sentence, she writes “500cc”, which is the implant’s size used. (Francis, n.d.).

At first glance, her background picture — which is a collage with five different photos of herself
—emphasises her chest since, in all of them, it is the central focal point of the image. However,
she deviates from certain stereotypes and portrays herself as more than just a sexualised object.
| argue that each photo portrays a different aspect of her personality or the identities she has
constructed, which are being represented throughout her content. In all her pictures her tattoos
are noticeable, which is already challenging the stereotype of infantilisation that surrounds
Thai/Asian women since body modifications defy the normalised body image associated with

women (M. L. Thomas, 2012).

In the first image, she is casually dressed for the beach, wearing sunglasses and a bikini with
no sexual tone. From that picture, her hair was what brought my attention. Dyed red, shaggy

hairstyle with a side cut. Hair is a means of self-expression; in this case, the way she cut her

3 MILF is an acronym for Mother I would Like to Fuck (Kevin, 2021).
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hair represents rebellion, independence, dominance and assertiveness since it is not confined

to the pureness of a smooth hairstyle (Entwistle, 2015).

The second image follows a similar non-sexual theme. It is a post-workout photo of her in
sportswear clothes, highlighting her fitness and a more relaxed side. And the fifth image
captures her outdoors, accentuating her figure and tattoos as she gazes into the distance. These
photos construct an identity of herself outside of the spectrum of a hypersexual or sex-craving
Asian woman (Yamamoto, 2000); representing herself as a person with hobbies and interests,
she divests herself from the racialised stereotypes that frame Thai women within the ideas of
submissiveness. She employs those pictures to represent a more complex identity that resists

the construction of herself within the limits of sexual objectification.

The third and fourth photos lightly shift the tone expressed above since they combine a more
sexualised connotation. In the third image, she is wearing a pink shirt with cartoon characters;
the shirt is short and exposes her pink brassiere while she maintains an innocent smile. This
image plays on the contradictions between innocence and hypersexuality. Although re-enacting
a stereotype in the third picture, situating the image within the context of the entire background
photo portrays this as another side of her identity rather than reducing her to a mere object.
Also portrayed within the representation created around the fourth picture, which features her
in bright blue body lingerie and the same hairstyle as in the first image. She adds a more

provocative expression while looking straight at the camera.

Content Creator #3 (Anonymous [Ana], n.d.) — From now on, called Ana —, the other creator
that since the beginning — meaning even before the fan subscribes to her and gets access to her
content — is constantly playing with the idea of innocence and dominance, representing
deepness within her identity. She utilises her racialised identity within her username and bio,

highlighting the fact that she is part of a small percentage of creators from Thailand, bringing
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awareness to the meaning of these creators being part of a niche part of OnlyFans. Her profile
picture is of her on a bed, looking directly at the camera; a blurred background makes her the
focus point. She has multiple tattoos — almost her entire body is covered by them — and is
wearing white lingerie with pink flowers. She is representing a contradiction within innocence
— with the white lace with pink flowers and her hair being styled with waves, no dying, a
smooth hairstyle — and the tattoos; adding that on her hands, she is grabbing a flogger or whip,
an object associated with BDSM (Saint Thomas, 2019), although she does not categorise her
content as such. In contrast to her portrayal of innocence, this dominance is used throughout
her content. For instance, in her first post, she uploaded pictures of herself posing with a white
bikini at the beach. The picture itself does not have a sexual connotation since she is lying on
the floor, being splashed by a wave, while looking into the distance. She received a comment
from a man complaining about her not being naked in the picture, to which her answer was that

he was a ‘real gentleman” and a flushed face emoji. This emoji has multiple connotations (“ €9

Flushed Face Emoji,” n.d.); however, based on the context and considering that she received
multiple positive comments, this was the only one she replied to; | argue that she used it to
show she was not happy with it. Combining the emoji's meaning with her emphasis on him
being a ‘real’ gentleman, her reply is considered sarcastic. This simple yet effective portrayal
of self-respect, in which she does not allow her fans to dictate the type of content she posts and

how she navigates her sexuality and body, challenges traditional stereotypes.

At the same time, this is one way to confront the power imbalance between the creator and the
fan portrayed by the male gaze, where the Thai woman is depicted as docile, non-responsive,
and positioned at a different cognitive level (Mulvey, 1975). Mar defies this by situating herself
and her fans within the same realm. An example of this would be when she posted a picture

with hair extensions and naked on top of a bed, appearing childish as her facial expression was
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a pout. She uploaded this photo with the caption, “Hi boys, are you ready to play with me?”
(Anonymous [Mar], n.d.). Accentuating the fact that she wrote ‘boys’ instead of any other word
whose connotation would provide a dominant stance on the fan, she is placing them both at the
same level, portraying herself as a docile ‘girl” while taking adulthood out of the fans in a

symbolic move (Huot, 2013).

Although this gesture ensures infantilisation and reinforces ideas of the Thai women being
there to provide and not enjoy (Woan, 2008) — not just by the pose but the words ‘Are you
ready to play with me?’, she is creating a symbolic challenge towards the stereotype of her
being the pure, naive one and the fan in power, dominating her. At the same time, this caption
indicates she is self-aware of the infantilisation she is under within her racialised identity and
uses it in her favour to challenge it, representing assertiveness and empowerment (Perkins &

Zimmerman, 1995).

Mia did the same while introducing herself in her first post, setting the tone for her future
content. She categorised her fans as her ‘boys’. She asked if they would be interested in a
livestream, and as if understanding that she was places them under an infantilise idea, the
answers were written in a polite tone — for instance, the comments were: “yes, please’ or ‘would

love it” (Anonymous [Mia], n.d.).

Another path Thai women take to navigate their identities is by undergoing cosmetic surgeries.
Although it “promotes an objectified representation of women’s bodies” (Schettino et al., 2023,

p. 1), | present this idea from the perspective of Davis (2013), since she argues that:

Cosmetic surgery can provide the impetus for an individual women to move from a
passive acceptance of herself as nothing but a body to the position of a subject who acts

upon the world in and through her body It is in this sense that cosmetic surgery can,
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paradoxically, provide an avenue towards becoming an embodied subject rather than

an objectified body. (Davis, 2013, p. 121)

Considering this perspective, | argue that Thai content creators — since they are aware of the
objectification put on them — exploit these stereotypes by accentuating them through their
bodies with the aid of cosmetic surgeries, embodying these labels and employing them in their
favour. For instance, Lisa has lip fillers, botox, rhinoplasty and breast implants. Mia — as
mentioned above — had breast enhancement surgery, lip filler, rhinoplasty, botox, and chin
slimming. Ana and Amy had multiple surgeries, including a BBL (Brazilian Butt Lift), breast
implant, waist sculpting, liposuction to obtain an hourglass body figure, botox, lip fillers,

rhinoplasty, and chin slimming.

Analysing these cosmetics surgeries, with botox, for example, these content creators enhance
and embody ideals of youths or “timeless beauty” (Adetoro, 2023, p. 1)These three content
creators have it around their cheeks, making them look fuller and higher. Based on Adetoro
(2023), this helps to make the face look smoother. They also emphasise the eye and lips,

accentuating a youthful appearance.

The stereotype of Thai and Asian women being small and petite, though with enhanced breasts
(Ashcraft, 2011), is embodied by these creators with their implants. Yet, they go further than
this idea by representing the objectification and sexualisation of the hourglass body— Lisa and
Amy —, which is categorised as the ideal body shape for women as they “fit cultural ideas of

beauty” (Gervais et al., 2013, p. 565).

Moreover, throughout every account — although in some more than in others — creators
challenged to portray themselves as more than an object to sexualise (Pham, 2021). Mar
insisted — across multiple of her posts — that her content was not just for her fans to enjoy by

themselves but for her and the viewers to participate together. Examples of this can be found
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in the captions: “Let's have FUN TOGETHER”, “DM me for nice action together”, “Lets watch
some movie or lets make some movie”, “Tonight i wanna cum together with you”, “There we
go”, “Lets play to together” (Anonymous [Mar], n.d.). Mia also emphasises the idea of

mutuality in captions such as: “Let's chat and have fun.”.

Another way Thai women on OnlyFans complexify their identities outside of the
objectification is by posting pictures of them with no sexual tone or connotation. For instance,
Lisa constantly posts pictures where she is at the gym or doing yoga. She also posted about

Mother’s Day (Anonymous [Lisa], n.d.).

Mia follows the same pattern, posting pictures during her holidays in Vietnam. In this specific
picture, her caption is: “Recently, | went on a trip to Vietnam, where | had the opportunity to
take a mountain trolley up to the famous Golden Hand Bridge. | couldn't resist capturing some
content on the way up. If you want to learn more about this trip and see the videos I recorded
there, please DM me.”. She is opening herself up to create deeper and more intimate
connections with her fans, while portraying a different side to her complex identity

(Anonymous [Mia], n.d.).
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Chapter 6: Discussion and Conclusion

My main goal was to analyse the navigation of identities within Thai women in the space of
OnlyFans. This navigation, as | found during this analysis, is in constant movement and change
within the attempts to reproduce traditional stereotypes while defying them and reconstructing

new perceptions of themselves within the intersections of race, gender, and content creators.

The traditional stereotypes reproduced by creators, such as Mar, Lisa, and Amy, was mostly
focused around their racialised and gendered identities as Thai women. Portraying themselves
as submissive, hyperfeminine while hypersexual, using language, in its broad sense, to archive

this.

On the other hand, Mia and Ana are the creators who defy these stereotypes the most. Even
before accessing their entire content, their profile picture and bio portrays images that go
against the perception of innocent or pureness. Mia resists the stereotype around the
infantilisation of Thai women by writing in her profile she is a MILF, stating her identity as a
woman instead of a girl. Ana’s way to distance herself from traditional stereotypes is by
tattooing her body and resisting the reduction of her identity as merely a sexual object to

consume.

Using representation theory, | portrayed the complexity of Thai women identities within
OnlyFans. Employing racialised and gendered stereotypes associated with them, | analysed the
constant, subtle yet effective method they use to promote agency and empowerment, which
shows that there is no one true representation or idea. The way they represent themselves is
under constant change, and during this thesis, these identities are viewed under a specific
cultural setting, which is aligned with (Morris, 2020) definition of representation as a product

of meaning within a specific society, culture, and period.
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Applying intersectionality provided me with a theoretical framework for analysing Thai
women on OnlyFans. I present their identities within the intersections of race, ‘Thai’, gender,

‘women’, and ‘content creators’.

My analysis proves that Thai women on OnlyFans are aware of traditional stereotypes
associated with their race, gender, and content creator identities. They strategically reproduce
these stereotypes in their profile pictures and bios to attract fans, and, moreover, it highlights
the navigation of identities within a digital space which contains sexual connotations (Morris,
2020) providing a comprehensive understanding of various factors to keep in mind when

examining Thai women on OnlyFans.

Throughout my analysis, | came up with multiple topics that could be further investigated using
this thesis as a baseline. For instance, an in-depth analysis of OnlyFans and the stereotype of
the ideal body. Another topic could be a comparative study of the authenticity that is being
searched by Western fans in the Global North (Lindner, 2024) versus the authenticity that is
wanted from Thai women. An interesting and broader research could involve analysing Thai
content creators and how their interaction within the digital space impacts Thailand's sex
industry in the physical space. Focusing on OnlyFans as a space where representation is being
created, an analysis of how content creators have evolved or changed — both physically and the
type of content they made — throughout their content could be relevant. An examination of the
type of content that produces the most likes — studio image, homemade, etc. Within a gender

study, it would be interesting to analyse mothers on OnlyFans.
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