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ABSTRACT
 Food security has become a top priority on the political agenda in Cameroon. This was provoked by the twin strikes on rising prices of fuel and food prices in February 2008 in major cities. This price hikes exacerbated the levels of hunger and poverty among households.   As indicated in the rising number of nutritional related diseases, high morbidity and mortality rate, low productivity and underdevelopment. In a bid to survive, families in their desperation have relied heavily on the diasporas for support.

This research on diasporas and homeland food security gives an overview of how families access food through migrant remittances. Remittances constitute a coping mechanism against food insecurity and agricultural shock. This is because it acts as a shock absorber.

This study thus explores the contributions of migrants in mitigating food insecurity among households using data from interview and group discussion with a migrant association in Copenhagen, Denmark. The data was analyzed using the inductive theoretical approach.

The research findings indicated that migrants have contributed immensely to fill in the financial, knowledge and investment gaps created by the state .But equally migrant efforts have resulted to brain drain, migrants’ disillusionment, Dutch disease, inflation and inequality.

The result of the study illustrates the need for cooperation between the state, diasporas and other development agents in fulfilling the right to food among household. The new notion of supporting families as consumers is raised with more emphasis on empowering the livelihood assets of vulnerable population especially the women and the youths
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1. INTRODUCTION: 

This introduction is to facilitate an understanding of this research topic which seeks to describe how diasporas contribute to homeland food security.

1.1 BACKGROUND

The increasing flow of people and remittances is changing the living standards of households in Africa and Cameroon is not an exception. Due to the migration of labor force from Cameroon to Denmark, there has been an increase of remittances to homeland for family upkeep and agricultural production It provides families the joy of living a decent life free from hunger, avoidable diseases and premature death. (Amartya Sen 1987).  . Conversely, land grabbing by multinational companies, natural disasters, government policies and price volatility are constantly reducing peasant family’s income and agricultural production.  Remittances are regularly used to complement irregularities in household income.  Notwithstanding, migration also negatively affect food security through the outflow of flow of human capital and labor needed for food production. 

 Hazell, 2005 indicates that agriculture play a vital role in’ kick-starting’ economic growth. Therefore, most developing countries which have neglected the agricultural sector remained trapped in hunger, poverty and economic stagnation as the case of Cameroon. 

 Despite this, migrant contribution to homeland food security has not been sufficiently captured by many development bodies and when they do, migrants are perceived as constituting a problem rather than a solution.(  Black, Hilker et al. 2004, Bakewell 2007) quoted in Lacroix.    Furthermore, the knowledge and efforts of migrants are not captured in Cameroon country report on the “Right to Food’ but resides in the minds of these migrants. This thesis therefore uses the actors as the “term of reference” in order to understand their contributions to homeland food security. This constitutes high level data. Most of the information is gathered through face to face interaction. The major concept used are Diasporas and food security which was measured using indicators like monetary and social remittances of individuals and group.  This was further analyzed using an inductive theoretical approach similarly other relevant concepts and literature will be used together with interviews. This research focuses on migrant’s effort but also capture state and other actors contribution

1.2 PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Many households in Cameroon lack access to decent meals guaranteeing basic dietary balance and healthy life despite numerous and decisive calls to end hunger. This is mainly due to rising food prices, the new scramble for land by multinationals, high importation of food, and rising cost of living without a correspondent rise in income and food production Helping household increase access to food as consumer remains a huge challenge to most development actors.( Compton et al). 

This has been compounded by increase migration of the youth to the cities and Europe for greener pastures. With adverse effects on food productivity as farming is left in the hands of the aged and the young. Neighboring countries like Nigeria, Equatorial Guinea, and Gabon also depend on food supply from Cameroon. Leading to an increase  in  prices and acute shortage of food.

According to UNCTAD report on less developing countries (LDC) of 2008,  shockingly one quarter of less developing countries (LDCs) are not only off the track in reducing hunger but are experiencing reversal and stagnation. (UNCTAD, 2008). This indicates that progress at reducing the number of hungry people in the world and Cameroon in particular has been ‘very slow. 

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTION

This researcher seeks to investigate how Cameroonian migrants in Denmark have contributed to homeland food security. With the following sub questions:

1) How do Cameroonians in Denmark contribute to food security in their homeland? 

2) What are Cameroonian government and other actors doing in relation to food security in the country?

1.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:  

Considering the increasing flow of remittances to Cameroon, this research seeks to investigate how Diaspora contributes to homeland food security.

This research thus has the following sub objectives:

· To describe food security in Cameroon

· To highlight the contributions of diasporas in Denmark 

· To examine government role to food security.

· To illustrate the contributions of Non-Governmental  actors to mitigate food insecurity 

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF RESEARCH

 Much research and reports have been written by other scholars on food security. Nevertheless, limited data exists on the contributions of Cameroonians in the diasporas to homeland food security. Therefore this research hopes to fill in this gap. This research will also help the Government of Cameroon to fashion out policies that harness the contributions of Cameroonians to National food security.

  CHAPTER TWO LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter explores the secondary sources  available on food security. Most of the literature reviewed looks at food security from the level of its causes and actors involved. Scholars have contrary opinions on food security. In this regards some stressed on institutional reforms while others stressed on actors and behavioral change with controversies and clashes of evidence.

2.1 INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS AND FOOD SECURITY

 Breth , 1998, stressed on  the socio-economic and cultural dimension of food security looking at  discrimination against women and its effect on food security in Ghana. The major assumption is that gender division was disadvantageous to the overburdened female folk . Breth stressed that agricultural development programs should ensure that women as key producers have adequate access to resources, technology, information and education.As women are discriminated upon via high degree of agricultural feminization, unequal access to finances, education, and training and have low participation in decision making. Thus ensuring food security necessitates the promotion of girl’s education, research and access to extension services. It is argued that a holistic gender balanced development program will improved on production and ensure sustainable food security not only in Ghana but all over Africa. Sato, Japan international cooperation Agency ( JICA) highlight the need for mainstreaming gender in rural development to enable nation escape from hunger and poverty. They propose six priority areas: promoting economic participation of women, promote women education, health and family planning, environmental conservation, institutional strengthening and access to information.

Furthermore, Menjo, 2002 examined the linkages between rural institutions, behavioral patterns to access to assets and its effect on poverty and food security in rural areas- Vekovi and Ekona . Land inheritance was gendered biased towards women who are considered as users and not land owners. Because of the lack of other livelihood assets, these women turn to rely on social capital such as njangi groups or associations as their last resort. He noted that access to economic asset- natural, physical, human and finances by farmers are important for their survival. This is mediated by institutions existing within the social- economic and political spheres of life affecting poverty outcomes. Poverty is linked to low level of asset and high volatility of returns-on assets. Thus institutional environment severely affects inequality and poverty. From the findings, government’s involvement in agriculture was abandoned through the implementation of the Structural adjustment program. This  left farmers on their own or rescued by some NGOs. He also asserts that the rural poor constitute the voiceless and marginalized population which acts as barriers to socio-economic and political opportunities.

 Quisumbing and Meinzen- Dick. 2001. Noted that gender inequality has been a major cause of food insecurity.  As  women who are overburden by gender roles as producers of food, income earners, and caretakers of household food and nutrition security  are marginalized in the production sector. Despite improvement in women’s capacity, genders gaps  in the legality of their right over resources continue to persist. Empowering women was considered as key to achieving food security.  Strengthening their livelihood assets with the necessary legal framework to guarantee this. Gender disparity is observed via rights to physical, human and social capital, which all have direct and indirect impact on food security.

Also, Johan 1999, looks at the question of why huger persist in the world? The contradictions in food policies and aid programs have partly been analyzed by anthropologist. The idea of social inequality between the North and South in a globalized world of unfair food policies was raised. This account for the failure of many aid projects because of the differences in  approach like the social and cultural conceptualizations and methods use. Added to this, he also highlighted the most omitted fact of the political and institutional gaps in these Action Plans. This is done in the typical western-oriented manner of deciding and ruling with no serious approach to the conceptualization of the socio-political issues worth confronting. ( Pottier Johan, 1999  p:17).

 Also, FAO 2005 focus interlinked of the right to adequate food free from hunger with the respect of fundamental economic, social and cultural rights by the state in achieving food security. This stresses on the need for equality, participation and inclusion, accountability and rule of law. This is based on the principle that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated and independent. This is also applicable to non- governmental association. This is centered on human right – the right of everyone to adequate standard of living including adequate food. Thus food security can be tackled by improving on standards of living, creating employment, and economic and social progress. FAO emphasized on the need for individuals to part take in the conduct of public affairs through freedom of expression regarding policies on food security. The need to include the marginalized vulnerable poor who are often excluded from policies processes in achieving food security. State should developed multi stakeholder approach to national food security- by identifying the roles of and involve all relevant stakeholders, including civil society and diasporas, tapping on their knowledge to ensure effective use of resources.

2.2 SOCIAL CHANGE AND FOOD SECCURITY

According to the FAO, 1997, peace and stability are a necessary prerequisite to food security among all income groups in both the developed and developing countries. They further highlight on the need for a supportive economic environment with adequate resources channeled to vulnerable population and sectors. Investing in food production and distribution constitute the key to achieving food security. Increasing food security thus means increasing investment- both private and public (encouraging investment at all levels beginning from producers and moving upward to ensure the availability, stability and access to food by the poor and hungry.

Tchouassi Gerald, 2011 focused on the three dimensional-(remittances, support to home town association and private investment), contributions of Cameroonian diasporas to the development of local communities inspired by humanitarian and altruistic feelings, acting as a bridge between the sending and receiving countries. Diasporas Provided aid for the physical, social and collective wellbeing of communities and groups in the domain of health, education, scientific and charity related programs.

Furthermore, Crush et, 2006, looks at the interconnection between migration, HIV/Aids and urban food security.  Crush based his arguement  on the continuous interchange of remittance and food stuff between the rural and urban areas. Although rural food transfer seems to exceed urban cash remitted. Despite this, urban transfer remains critical to food production. Other challenges like HIV/AIDs in rural areas equally increase vulnerability to food insecurity.

Additionally, Farming Early Warming Systems network (FEWS)NET 2011 ,report on livelihood study show a strong correlation between migration and household food security coping strategies in Niger among the Loga, Tahoua, Tanout and  Goure departments.

Furthermore, from the assumption of Sander and Maimbo, 2003, remittances are the result of migration and have positive effect on income streams of family, levels of poverty and food security. For, a substantial amount of the money remitted is used for consumption and investing in human development. Generally remittances are used to improve standards of living, health and education and for human and financial asset formation. Despite this, the financial cost and policies acts as obstacles to formal transfer and limit their use in investment, savings and development. 

Sorensens (2004) study illustrated that remittances were used for human investment in education and health as well as for better nutrition. It is thus assume that migrant remittances are part of household poverty and livelihood strategies.in Burkina Faso. More so, remittances reduced household rural poverty headcount by 7 percent in the rural areas and 3 percent in the urban areas.( Lachaud 1999, quoted in Sanders 2003 and cited in Sorensen, 2004).

Dilip Ratha ( 2011) further indicate that remittances reduced poverty and improve spending on health, education, business investment and nutrition and raise productivity. It soothes consumption and serves as insurance to household facing income and livelihood shocks.  A case in point is Ethiopia whereby household benefiting from money sent from overseas were better off during the food crisis. It nevertheless causes exchange rate appreciation and thereby reduces the production of tradable goods. Remittances are countercyclical as they sustain consumption and investments during crisis and act as shock absorber. In this regard, household benefiting from remittances are better off than those who do not benefit in terms of education, health and communication technologies. A significant amount of remittances is further spent on starting businesses, improving farms and purchasing farm equipment. However, the financial crisis, high unemployment and stricter immigration restrictions are considered to reduce the flow of remittances to Africa.

Also, Drabo and Ebeke, 2010 revealed that remittances not only complement foreign health aid . It also increase access to health care services among high income  and low income families 

More so, Molua in his study looked at remittances and its impact on agricultural decision in Cameroon. This is anchor on the assumption that subsidies and remittances were strongly correlated to farm productivity. 

McDougall, 2008 looks at food security from the lens of food aid by Canadian Northern based non-governmental organizations, NGDOs as a means to eliminate hunger in vulnerable region. They act as intermediaries with an implementing role between North and South on diverse bilateral programs. It highlights the challenges of NGOs and international food aid system from both internal and external forces to ensure its survival and structural organization. It further illustrate on the organization dependence on government ,  public and private sectors for funding with its consequences and influence.

Furthermore,   Runge et al, 2003 highlight that food security is linked to the environment, health, social justice and poverty. Food insecurity is thus connected to globalization and poverty.  Poverty is provoked by the underinvestment in human capital and thus expanding food security will require investing in people as part of the process of globalization. Investment generally take three dimension: aid via NGOs or government and international organizations, the private sector via trade and trade policies allowing poorer farmers access to the rich markets of the developed world. Also, through private aid resulting from globalization. Other forces affecting food security is lack of research in agricultural science and technology (on plant pest and disease). Natural resources and environmental challenges like water shortages, pollution and soil loss also threaten agricultural productivity especially in developing countries. There is thus need for environmental protection, social justice by international organizations. It is imperative for governments to rethink on investment, innovations and political and economic institutions which affect food security.

Contradictions of globalization and development and the concept of social justice by the West  illustrated in the policies of the international organizations which preach free trade but still encourage state centered development via trade policies and agricultural subsidies in Organization for Economic Coorporation and Development (OECD) countries.  To the disadvantage of developing and impoverished nations and deepening the food crisis. Ironically these institution are set up to provoked development and eradicate poverty and hunger but in practice help to worsen the situation as their policies favor richer  OECD countries while enlarging the gap between the richer and poorer nations. 


In addition, Karanga in Mangala postulate that food insecurity is caused by poverty, unemployment, human actions and health insecurity- and natural disaster. This has worsened due to land infertility, lack of new farm technologies, investment in infrastructure and extension works..


Hollist et al 1987 analyzed food insecurity as a product of the unequal institutions in the society and poverty .They further state that barriers to the elimination of hunger include: government policies of urbanization at the expense of rural development, export led agricultural sectors, excess reliance on food importation. Moreso, excessive foreign finance, debt creating industrialization reinforce through mutual relationships between the national and international factors. These problems are worsening by the unwillingness of the old institutions to accommodate new social forces and reforms. In this light, Mellor in Hollist proposed the usage of land and labor resources to solve this problem. Melor noted that sociopolitical reforms are not enough to combat hunger and poverty and thus must be match with pro- poor agricultural growth . This include  provision and use of agricultural technology, electric power, transportation and communication systems which will reduce the expenses borne to take food to consumers. Food security is assumed to lead to availability of food, employment, reduce prices, and increase the purchasing power of the poor as well as save exchange currency for better global transactions.
2.3 TECHNOLOGICAL CONTRAINTS AND FOOD SECURITY

Mellor ‘s technological dimension to fighting hunger and poverty has been very contradictory as observed by other researchers.  For sadly, the  many technologies introduced have not only been ‘inappropriate’ but counterproductive to this ends. Thus focus generally has been on the structural and technological approach in fighting hunger and poverty. Another observation by Christensen stipulate the need to ‘get the prices right’ acting as incentive to farmers to produce more consumable food.

More so, Hahn considers food insecurity to be correlated to technological constraints such as rainfall, climate and soil, local settlement pattern, authority structure and eating habits . All of which affected the spread of new technologies in Cameroon and Rwanda. He thus proved that an improvement in the method  will ease Africa’s growing food shortages. He also pinpoint partnership with farmers and their families as well as other national and international institutions such as international research centers, International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) .who contributed in the 1980s to build the technical expertise of poorer countries through training courses, research networks and collection of plants genetic resources for improvement to meet up with country’s agricultural needs. 

According to Paarlberg, food insecurity stemmed from government failure to provide public goods to its citizens and thus necessitate a national and not global effort. These services ranged from civil peace, the rule of law, transport infrastructure, and clean water, electricity and agricultural research which are vital in boasting farm productivity as well as key income stimulant. The weak performance of state in developing countries needs to be critically improved to eradicate hunger and poverty. He further highlight that the state level of influence is limited by the forces  of globalization as she has limited control over it forces or consequences. Paarlberg observes the contradictory policies of north and south which claimed pro-farmer but has anti- farmer bias. Ironically government with hungriest population and low productivity tend to sucked off income from their farmers unlike Western state which subsidized farming in an already productive and sustainable manner.

Malambo, 1988 centered on the post-independence period of government active involvement in the agricultural sector in Africa . During which administered producer prices, consumer and producer subsidies were the major policy instruments used to achieve food security. The government also maintained an administered price system which was aimed at achieving ‘fair returns to producers’, ‘fairness to consumers’. Three policies of the government of Zambia was identified which was strongly connected to food security- marketing and farm subsidies, uniform pricing and producer price incentive. He also observed the controversies of rising prices and the inability of farmers to benefit from high prices because of the   absence of improved roads, good credit facilities and inefficient marketing agencies.

Tweeten 1997, analyzed that where food is available and accessible, improper food utilization is a problem. This is a function of personal taste . Food utilization is anchor thus on the consumer’s education, information system, health, and nutrition as vital in understanding food security.  They further stressed the need for self- sufficiency, increased in productivity and buying power as the corner stone of economic development and food security. Since some groups of people are bypassed by the market, economic development is necessary but not sufficient.  The political will and administrative capacity for essential transfers are the needed condition to end food insecurity. a positive link between economy growth and food security was highlighted and vice- versa. The fall in income and food consumption disfavor the poor with negative impact on other component of social life.  Consequently, the poorest nations cannot redistribute to close food deficit and thus need the support of private sectors. For food insecurity cannot be eliminated by food and income transfers but rather through development. Thus the need for appropriate public policies to support the private sector is the missing ingredient for development and food security. .

   CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH  METHODOLOGY

This chapter introduces some of the main considerations shaping the structuring of this research. It further highlights and justify the choices made vis-à-vis the empiricals, data collection and the use of theory. It also pinpoints the limitations of the research. In a nutshell its reflect the strength and weaknesses of this thesis.This chapter explains how research was conducted with a focused on the choice of research design and methods used in collecting and analyzing data are presented and justified.

3.1. PRESENTATION OF RESEARCH METHODS

3.1.1 Research design

This study made use of the case study approach to understand and analyzed the paradoxes of government efforts to relate to food insecurity and migrants contribution . Such a small localized study of a special and unique case, are the best way out due to time and financial constraints. This case study ensures detailed and intensive analysis of a particular case. As noted by Stake 1995 in Bryman 2012, case study research is concerned with complexity and particularity of the case under investigation.  In order to do this, relevant theories are generated from data collected throughout the research.

The government was chosen because of its key role to stimulate  economic growth  within the nation state. It has the responsibility to appoint and dismiss member of government and amend treaties and policies which protect and promote the interest of its citizens towards food sovereignty. More emphasis was given to Cameroon in general because it’s a region which is among the 29 vulnerable countries to food insecurity. Added to this, the agricultural sector is the major employer in the country. Despite this, the agricultural sector, the engine to economic growth is the most neglected and weakest economic sector .Geographically; Cameroon has all the ecological settings which can favor productivity but paradoxically spending much on the importation of food creating food deficit. The achievement of Millennium development goal 1- eradicating poverty and hunger depends on rapid agricultural growth and food security .She also has a unique political, social and economic experience. Cameroon’s economic position as significant food supplier to other highly vulnerable countries like Nigeria, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea makes her a better sample for this study. She also has a unique colonial history- administered by three different colonial powers- German, French and British.

 The starting point of this research was the generation of research questions. Thus research focus in understanding the efforts made by Cameroonian migrant in Denmark in relation to food consumption and poverty reduction without excluding the efforts made by government, NGOs and other national and international actors to mitigate food security. 

The research questions were guided by relevant literature on food security. Literature reviewed also prevented the researcher from reproducing the work of other researchers but rather acted as a learning process.. It further influenced and guarded data collection process. Thus the literature becomes very significant during data analysis by providing some information of concepts and theoretical ideas as they emerged from data. It equally situates the contextual significance of research findings. ( Bryman, 2012: 385). In order to achieve the research objectives and answer research questions, the relevant site- and study subject were selected. 

3.1.2 Study population

 Research was carried out in Copenhagen, Denmark which had a higher concentration of Cameroonians migrants and associations compared to other cities.  The sampling group consisted of migrant who exhibited a higher commitment to homeland development and food security. Through the use of purposive sampling methods, relevant research participants-  mostly highly skilled ( who are presently on green card scheme) from diverse ethnic and socioeconomic and political background were selected. 

The choice of migrant population was based on the fact that diasporas  are becoming a very important source of development to homeland but related research are still very scarce with much attention directed to foreign aid.   There is also growing recognition of diasporas as important actors in peace, conflict resolution and development.  But the lack of an understanding of their contribution to food security hampers policy makers’ ability to explore and maximized these resources. It is only by investigating how they relate to food crisis in sending country that one get an in depth understanding of the issue at stake and the possible ways to minimize the impact 

3.1.3 Research strategy

  The mixed research methods are used in collecting and analyzing data to ensure a holistic presentation of phenomenon but with more emphasis on qualitative strategies.  This triangulation of research strategies is used based on the nature - scale and breath of the research problem. Also, the use of multi- strategy methods becomes mutually illuminating. This ensures greater validity while enhancing the credibility of research findings. More so, since both research strategies have their strengths and weaknesses, combining them minimize these weaknesses while focusing on their strengths. Understanding social reality requires both strategies because the positivist analysis of social phenomenon of food security could be considered as biased and un-objective – void of the subjective explanation of human mind which is not observable.

 In this regard, quantitative data are used to strengthened qualitative findings by ‘adding more flesh to the bone’ .This strategy thus tend to improve on the usefulness of research findings to researcher and other academicians. Both method help to integrate divergent views between the participants and researcher while also illuminating on the relationship between variables.  Quantitative researche employs measurement in collecting and analyzing data. It also consider social reality as external objective reality data while qualitative does not. Qualitative approach looks at the issue of food security from the migrant’s perspective which can better be understood from the point of view of the actors via the meaning they give which is a function on of how they act on such ideas. Thus unlike the quantitative research which looks at the externalities, qualitative strategy consider social reality as an internal reality of the subjective experienced of group which is socially constructed and not value free or objective. Thus the research process is an interactional one between the interviewer- the researcher and the interviewee- the subject.

 In this light, data was collected using both primary and secondary sources. The use of secondary data alongside primary sources has several advantages. As noted by Bryman 2012; secondary data are cost and time friendly .They not only are easily accessible but provide information on what is known of research area in order to avoid repetition and thus ensures validity of research.. The later include books, journal report, internet and newspaper. These secondary sources provide access to good quality data researched by other scholars despite limited resources at researcher’s disposal. . Most of these data – especially books and journal are of high quality with information collected  by highly experienced researchers via rigorous process ensuring validity and reliability of data. These books also cover vast geographical areas and sample sizes which this study does not cover due to limited resources and time.

 The major source of information was through direct interaction with the participants. Data was collected with the used of focused groups of a size of about 5 in which the topic is explored and discussed in greater detail. The use of primary data further give creditability to the work as it familiarizes researcher to participants and research themes during field work. The use of primary data compliment secondary data which is void of interaction with research population. The questioned were structured based on research questions. The objective of the study was explained to respondents and what were expected of them. They were also told of the respect of confidentiality and other ethics of the research during group discussion. The focus group was used as it highlight the perception and attitude of group in an unstructured setting in which the researcher act as the moderator. It emphasized on the ways in which individuals as members of groups discuss and relate to food security- the joint construction of meaning. It equally enabled the researcher to understand how members respond to the view point of others and the dynamics of group interaction. These focus group discussions are recorded and subsequently transcribed. The focus group was deem important as it enable the researcher to further understand why people feel the way they do (participant’s perspective) which is vital in qualitative research.

One of the main problems faced by the researcher is getting gender balanced sample together in one place and on time to conduct the interview. Most women were very busy and difficult to reach as they always fail to come for the discussion. Because of this , a natural group was chosen. 

 More so, my ability as a moderator were challenged  as participants usually lose focus of the question and delve into other irrelevant areas. Some issues like the amount migrant remit was considered as confidential . it was difficult to quantify data. I had to constantly try to adapt to discussion and refocus on questions relevant to the topic since discussion was time bound.

Secondly, data are very difficult to analyze and very challenging.  Developing the required techniques of analyzing which integrate the themes raised during the group discussion, the pattern of the discussion and relevant things said by participants are very demanding. Transcriptions of recoding is also time consuming couple with the fact that several speakers talk the same time and some at very low tone.  As Participant get inspired, they constantly chip in while another person has the floor or halt the others to add or illustrate a point. Despite moderators endeavors to prevent this by stating it as a norm at the beginning of the discussion..

Furthermore, some speakers turn to run the discussion making it difficult for others to talk. Even when encouraged to talk, others still do not want to elaborate on their point. Many find it difficult to state or write their ages or discuss how much they contribute to food security of family members.

3.1.4 Choice of theory

The relationship of theory to research was inductive in which theories are generated from research findings. Consequently, research findings and analysis are placed within the stock of literature reviewed on knowledge of food security and development actors associated within this domain of enquiry. Theories are used to understand and explain facts. Analysis was not exclusively limited to research findings but included references from other secondary sources which were used to complement or contradict findings done in other regions as well regarding food security. The main tool for the analysis was thematic consideration of livelihood strategies to access food which highlights on income levels, remittance and migration. For migration was considered as household strategies to maximize income  

More so, the concept of remittances was used to support the theoretical approach. Concepts are key features of research- such as food security, poverty, government and food security, NGOs and food security, remittances and diasporas. Most of the concepts used are those which have been defined and measured by international organizations and others scholars. This was because different scholars attribute different meanings to these concepts. By so doing, this will also ensure reliability and validity of measurement- consistency in measurement. In investigating these concepts, we formulate theories to ease our understanding.

3.1.5 Document analysis

Books and data collected in the field will form the basis of the empirical section. In thie regard, researcher resort to document and content analysis .

3.2 LIMITATION 
This study was limited to the accessibility of household to food from the perspective of Cameroonian migrants in Copenhagen, Denmark. More so, the conceptualization of food security was limited to access and thus concept was measured based on financial and social remittances. But this could also be studied based on availability, utility and stability of food. Thus its void of external validity as the main objective of research was not geared towards generalization of research findings. It is rather an intensive exploration of a particular case which is analyzed theoretically.  

Furthermore, other migrants in other cities in Denmark and other OECD countries and households in Cameroon could have been consulted to enhance representation of sample. Due to financial and time constraints researcher could not extend research to households in Cameroon. Further research can be undertaken in Cameroon as well as in other OECD countries to provide a holistic picture of the severity of this food crisis   
3.3CONCEPTS: 
3.3.1. Food security:  FAO 2005,  conceptualized food security as a situation ‘ when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient , safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. In this regard, the four pillars of food security were outlined as follows- availability, stability, access and utilization. Attaining food security requires the fulfillment of relevant human rights.

Generally, food security can either be chronic or transitory, both of which are interrelated. Chronic insecurity reflects the persistent inability of household to access required food via food production or purchases in the market. Transitory food insecurity on the other hand, is a temporary fall in household access to food provoked by volatility of food prices, income and production.

 Due to the multiple dimension of food security (chronic and transitory, short term and long term), its difficult to use a single indicator to measure. In this light, different indicators are used at different levels of analysis: Food security at national levels are measured in terms of demand and supply; at the household levels by dietary intake  through surveys and socio-economic and demographic variables such as migration, income, employment  which throw light on social status and changes in food security.( Braun et al. 1992) 

3.3.2 Poverty: poverty denote the lack of food, clean water and sanitation, with disagreement over non material objects. According to Baylis 2011, poverty has been defined by most governments, international organizations and Western citizens who used the orthodox definition of poverty to refer to a situation ‘where people do not have the money to buy adequate food or satisfy other basic needs. It refers to their monetized cash transactions and wage labor, thus poverty has been used as an economic condition which is dependent on cash transaction in the market place and a cause to food insecurity.

3.3.3 Diaspora: according to Sheffer 19863 in   Brinkerhoff,  modern diasporas constitute ‘ ethnic minority groups of migrant origins residing and acting in host countries but maintaining strong sentimental and material links with their countries of origin- their homelands’. According to Plaza and Ratha 2011, diasporas are defined as’ people who have migrated and their descendants who maintain a connection to their homeland´.

In conducting a research on diasporas and food security of homeland, one way of conceptualizing has been through certain connections and feedback. Such connections between poverty, migrants, remittances, food security and survival strategies ( Crush et al 2006)

. This has been measured and conceptualized as follows:

Monetary remittances: this are the portion of migrant’s wages in receiving countries which is sent home (Cameroon).  These are mostly in monetary terms. 

Social remittances:  This are defined as the ideas, identities, practices and social capital which leave the country of residence to country to migrant’s homeland.

Individual and collective transfer: this are the amount sent by individual migrants while collective are those sent by a migrant associations or groups,

3.3.4. Government and food security. as stated by Kofi Annan, the former Secretary of the United nations in 1998 ‘ good governance is perhaps  the single most important factor in eradicating poverty and promoting development’. Governance as defined by the United Nations development Program (UNDP) denote participation, transparency, accountability, sustainability, the rule of law, consensus and participation of the poor and vulnerable group in decision making. Each of these variables is vital in eradicating hunger and poverty. It has been observed that the poorest and food insecure are found mostly in countries with weak governance.

There thus exist a close relationship between governance and food security such as :stable political environment;  the rule of law ( which favor the disadvantage like women who are deprived of justice);voice and accountability of the poor; regulatory quality( good gender balanced policies ), government effectiveness and control of corruption and environmental  governance ( sustainability). May, improving governance to eradicate hunger and poverty. Birner Regina.

Two strategies are necessary to improve on governance: the demand and supply strategies or approaches. The demand  approach anchor on building and strengthening the capacity of the voiceless poor and ensuring accountability of government officials and institutions .This might be short or long term with the former being a function of group participation in decision and through advocacy, lobbying and voting for longer term accountability.

The supply strategies and mixed approach must be coordinated with the demand strategy for the realization of food security and eradication of poverty and hunger. The supply strategy, rely on building the capacity of public administrators, to respond to the demands of the poor. This can be achieved through public administrative reforms through training, merit-centered recruitment, creating incentives and promotion and new management approach.  Applying the management technique of the private sector in which the citizen becomes a client and not an obedient subject. Added to this, are innovative and new technology approaches.in which the administrative and fiscal decentralization and partnership with private sectors and NGOs in providing services are stressed.

More so, this governance reforms for food security must move from ‘one size fits all’ of the IMF and World Bank approach to ‘good fit’ approaches tailored to meet the specific demands.( Birner.ibid.p 4).

3.3.5 Civil society and food security

As stated by FAO 1999, a few non- governmental organizations (NGOs) at the national and international levels have utilized the  the human right  approach to food insecurity. Among which are international NGOs like Food First Information And Action Network ( FIAN ), the world Alliance for Nutrition and Human Right and the Global Forum on Sustainable Food and Nutrition.  Other NGOs used the concept of ‘nutrition right’. A good example is the Convention on the Right of the Child (CRC) coined by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) with focus on access to food, health and care. At the national levels, an increasing number of civil society organization use the fundamental economic, social and cultural rights as their starting point for advocating on behalf of the unprotected and voiceless farmers. In this regards, Home based NGOs have advocated and reported on food related violation pinpointing on issues of force eviction of small farmers, poor land tenure laws, discriminatory  food supply schemes.. Other organizations such as farmers organization and human right organizations are also emphasizing on these basic Human rights violations.   Some NGOs have increasing emphasized on the responsibility of other development actors (not solely state) responsibility in ensuring food security.   

These NGOS are motivated to relate to this basic human right due to the weaknesses of the state in implementing policies guaranteeing food security. Thus hunger and malnutrition becomes a problem of justice.  ( FAO.ibid,. 1998.p)       

CHAPTER FOUR –  EMPRICAL STUDIES.

4.1. Historical background

Cameroon is situated in the Gulf of Guinea of the tropical and Equatorial regions of Africa. It  is endowed with a dramatic landscape which harbors all the different environment of tropical Africa with wide varieties of rainfall, topography and soil conditions. This is indicated by the humid coastal lowlands fringing from the foot of Mount Cameroon, arid northern plains bordering Lake Chad. The different soil types ranged from the sandy sedimentary to rich volcanic types. She has two seasons: the decreasing rainy reason and the longer dry season. ( Hahn)

 Cameroon has a diverse human population (of about 19.406.100 inhabitants in 2010) and agro ecological zones. The country has about 250 ethnic groups with distinct dietary patterns and different languages but with French and English as the official languages.  She is blessed with natural resources for agriculture. Agriculture and livestock form the backbone of the economy as the major employer of about 60 percent of the active population and account for 50 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP).most of the food crops are produced in small family farms a long side some cash crops. Generally, cash crops are produced in commercial plantations especially in the South and south west regions. Cameroon also exports cash crops such as cocoa, coffee, bananas, fruits, tea as well as cotton, timber, rubber and petrol -which is currently boosting the economy growth.

Most of the farmer used the bush fallow technique whereby crops are cultivated for some years (between 1-3years) and left to fallow in order to restore the fertility of the soil. Majority of the farmers practiced fixed farming with different crops planted in the same field as they mature differently over the farming calendar and year with different nutritional levels. These crops are cultivated with the use of local made farm tools like hoe and cutlasses. carbohydrate rich food crops  such as cassava, yams, cocoyam, plantains and maize, sorghum and millet constitute the country’s staple and major food crops. Cameroon has a rain dependent system of food production which invariably affects the output during climatic change and underscores the counties potential for stability, diversity and increased of food supply during droughts. (Hahn).  Traders, mostly known as ‘buyam- sellam’ buy these food crops from the farms and local market and resell them in the cities at higher prizes. The pattern of marketing and pricing are usually unsystematic and most these traders make higher profits than the farmers.

 Despite, most of the regions especially in the Far North are food insecure due to climatic change (uncertainties about rain) and increased in population. Some other regions in the rainforest South suffers from land depletion caused by massive timber exploitation. thus paradoxically, within the past 15 years, Cameroon has been importing  huge amount of food like rice, tomatoes, milk, onion and poultry despite its comparative advantage. The situation is worrisome as it has undermined the potential of local producers and led to the liquidation of some private companies and pushed many producers out of the market because of unfair terms of trade and competition within the global economy system.in this light huge fish trawlers have clered the coast leaving local fishermen with dry nets and empty boats.

 More so, the legal and institutional framework on the right to food with regards to the management of natural resources, market and support systems have equally offer limited protection to natural resource dependent communities such as the urban areas wh are vulnerable to hunger and poverty.  Cameroon Country Report on the Right to Food ( 2012)
This situation of low production interlock with population pressure have left the government, civil society, international development actors and migrant worried and concerned over the problems of food accessibility, availability and stability in Cameroon. The government thus realized the vital role that agriculture has to fighting poverty and hunger and improving the living condition of the populace. In this light, the state strive to ensure that the position and role of this sector is not undermined.

‘

4.2 EMPRICAL  ANALYSIS.

This section is based on data gathered from the field and other body literatures. It presents finding to answer the research questions. It is organized in two parts: since the action of Diasporas is a function of knowledge, the first section will centered on migrant perception and knowledge of food security. The second section will focused on the research questions. This begins with the Diasporas efforts to relate to food security. This is then followed by efforts of the government and other actors’ contributions:

How do Cameroonians in Denmark contribute or relate to food security in their homeland?
What is the government of Cameroon and other actors doing in relation to food security in the country? 
4.2.1 Food security challenges

           From the Focus group discussion, all participants confirmed that Cameroonians are food insecure. In the words of one respondent, it is stated that, “Of course they are people in Cameroon who are paradoxically food insecure because Cameroon has got a lot of land and food but we still have people who are food insecure’ another respondents added’ we are all aware of food insecurity in Cameroon, It is a reality, there is no contrary opinion to it. It’s just the hard truth.’From the information gathered above, it is confirmed that there is a perception among Cameroonian migrant that food security is an existing phenomenon. However, as indicated by Baye, 2002, there may be a close link between ownership of land and food productivity in Cameroon. This was clearly justified by the food and fuel strike in   February 2008 which led to the dead of many Cameroonians as well as huge loss of individual and state owned property.

4.2.2 Population most vulnerable to food insecurity 

It is obvious from the group discussion that a majority of Cameroonians suffer from acute food shortages.  Most respondents linked food insecurity to age (young and elderly), gender and occupations. ’ One respondent highlighted ‘we have lots of kids that have dropped out (of school.) They need to fend for themselves because their parents cannot even give them food. They are under aged, they are below 15...’ Responded also cited groups with limited access to livelihood asset, rural-urban migrants, the unemployed, low salary worker and rural peasants. It was argued that urban dwellers that reside in the slums and receive low wages are food insecure because of the high cost of living in the cities. ‘The respondent further illustrated that some “people who leave the villages to go and fend for better living condition in the cities. Upon arrival, some may have jobs and those who do not have jobs” find it difficult to put food on their table. Taking the above comments into consideration, it is observed that Cities in Cameroon are thus crowded with a huge population of the unemployed, uneducated and undertrained rural migrant. Equally one can conclude that a majority of Cameroonians are food insecure due to poverty. This emanates from low wages. Approximately about 40 percent of Cameroonians live on less than 2 US dollars or 1 Euro daily (about 400- 650 France CF A).  

4.2.3 Location of vulnerable population in the country:

 Food insecurity is spread all over the country both in the rural and urban areas. However, it may be acute in the cities than in the rural areas due to the fact that a cross section of the population needs to earn an income before they purchase food. There are contrary opinions from the respondents as from below. 

“… Still we have people who are very much food insecure and especially within some of the rural areas but more within the cities…” This was counteracted by respondent B who stated that “in the urban areas, food insecurity is about who can afford the money’.  But ‘…there is more food insecurity in the rural areas than in the urban areas.” To begin with “… those who are still very strong and able to cultivate the lands in the village are the youths and the tendency today is most youths are migrating to urban centers in search of jobs and for other reasons. So those who are left behind are the very young ones and the elderly who cannot and are not really strong to cultivate these lands.

Additionally, there has been the influx of multinational companies in the country. These multinational tend to grab the vast land which is available mostly in the rural areas depriving the farmers of land used to cultivate food. Ironically these lands are used by these multinational not for food production but for bio fuels. 

In reinforcing this thinking, another respondents maintain that rural population suffer more from food insecurity “due to lack of knowledge” resulting from the absent of agricultural specialist to educate them.
4.2.4 Causes of food insecurity:

The study revealed that food insecurity in Cameroon is caused by several factors. These are classified under natural, economic, political and social factors. From the discussion, most respondents attributed food insecurity in Cameroon to poor government policies, corruption and land grabbing by both national elite and multinational companies. “There is food insecurity one because government does not encourage agriculture… .”  The abandonment of the agricultural sector by both the youth and the government has resulted to low productivity. Most youths were said to have abandoned farming in search of jobs in the city due to the lack of incentive and subsidization from the government. 

 This food crisis was further provoked by a huge influx of Nigerian and Chinese population into Cameroon. Most of who have taken over the control of the market. 

    Additionally, the closure of many agro agencies like WADA (Wum Area Development Authority); MIDENO (North West Development Authority)   which provided improved seedlings, fertilizers and extension services to farmers accounted for the fall in agricultural production.

Furthermore, the new scramble for land in rural areas by multinational and national elites  has exacerbated the crisis. These multinational companies have deprived farmers of their fertile lands especially in the North West and South West regions. Farmers lost their land, source of livelihood and their shelter in the process as the government failed to protect their interest. These lands are bought by emerging economies like China and India.  Consequently, lands used to cultivate crops are exported to feed the population of new emerging economies like China and for bio fuels.

 Other factors cited were poor storage facility, population pressure, poor infrastructures, climate change, low use of pesticides, lack of credit facilities for economic expansion, poor land tenure system, lack of agricultural specialization and  services of extension workers,  the use of rudimentary tools and the decline of soil fertility.  

Furthermore, the influx of traders from other neighboring food deficit countries like Nigeria and Gabon led to increase in food prices due to high demand. A good example is “ eru” which though grown in Cameroon is very expensive because it is supplied to Nigeria where it is a staple food.   It was also worth mentioning that some of these traders bought fruits on the trees before harvest. In this light food scarcely get ripe. 

4.2.5 Consequences of food insecurity:

 Respondents indicated that food insecurity has grievous socio-economic and political consequences. The lack of access to food has  led to nutritional  related diseases like kwashiorkor, malnutrition, undernourishment of young children and  economic and gender inequality this correspond with the finding of Compton et al 2010.  Also as observed by Salha, the rate of severe malnutrition in Cameron among children of 0-35 months has doubled from 1991 to 2001- from 3.0 percent to 6.4 percent in 2001. According to MICS study 2006, an estimated 30 percent of children born below 5 suffer from severe malnutrition.( Salha, 2007).  While chronic malnutrition increased from 24.4 percent in 1991 to 42.1 percent in 2001 with an increase in urban areas from 16.9 to 28.3 percent. Rural areas moved from 29.6 percent to 48.0   percent respectively. ( Bamou et al in Thomas) .
 It is clear that food crisis is not only vast in scale but also serious but also serious in character. It has resulted to high morbidity rate and low production. It has equally increased the rate of school dropout, family stress, social insecurity, prostitution of female kids below 15. The prostitution of kids increases vulnerability and susceptibility to HIV/ AIDS which continue to ravage communities killing the most productive population- the youths. This has not only strained the health care services which is weakened by the rapid emigration of health personnel to the North and cost but has equally reduced available labor and broken safety nets system as the lack of a healthy workforce is a major threat to economic growth and prosperity .

 More so,  some of the severe cases of food insecurity has resulted to child labor, high crime rate, increase in street children, child trafficking, dumping of food in city markets, weak labor force , death, stagnating economic growth and underdevelopment. 

  Furthermore, lack of access to food signals a threat to political stability and security. For, the hungry are easily angry and this explains the unrest linked to food prices in some countries like Cameroon, Kenya and Nigeria among others This food problem has greatly affected human development and has turned the gains made in socio-economic and political development while also making the slogan of the international community to halve poverty and hunger by 2015 into a mockery as more than 10 percent of the population are still poor.

4.2.6 Coping strategies

Different household and individuals have developed different coping strategies, some of which are positive while others have created family conflicts and separation. Some children are forced to take the responsibilities of grown-ups, fending for the family. They get into petit businesses like shoe polishing, selling of cigarettes while others become hawkers in the streets selling “papay”. Some other children flee from home and into the streets resorting to stealing or begging for survival. On the part of the parents, some failed fathers become disgruntled and resort to drinking because of their inability to provide for their family. Respondents also stated that a few female under the age of 15 engaged in prostitution in the economic capital, Douala, with the approval of their mothers who desperately need money to put food on the table. This further resulted to unprotected sex, unwanted pregnancies, abortion and death.  Food insecurity has invariably broken down the informal methods of social control mechanisms within families as parents give a blind to the deviant behavior of kids.  

4.3. DIASPORAS CONTRIBUTION TO HOMELAND FOOD SECURITY

 This section centers on efforts of migrants, government and other actors to mitigate food crisis in Cameroon. .I will present both the positive and negative contribution of each actor beginning with the diasporas.

4.3.1 Remittances-overview

  The major contribution of migrant to improve on the living standards of their family members in homeland has been via monetary transfers. “ To begin with, I think Diasporas is doing a lot. There is a lot of money getting into Cameroon from abroad.” 

According to Tchouassi Gerald 2011, migrant contribution centers on remittances, investment and support to homeland associations.  Remittances are considered the most tangible and the least controversial link between migration and development. ( Ratha and Shaw 2007 in Plaza  et al 2011). In Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Kenya Senegal and Uganda, 2009, a greater amount of remittances was spent on food especially in Senegal and Burkina Faso with gender differences among family heads. ( Ratha et al, 2011). Cameroon is not an exception of the above mentioned cases. This is testified by a respondent who said the remittances he sent home is spend more on food, family upkeep, house rents and clothing. He said “I work money and I don’t enjoy my life. I have adopted four children…I have six….You pay rents, you send money for feeding... ” 

Remittances equally complement the meager salaries of family members like civil servants with irregular salaries.  “ … I mean my parents were civil servants, my mother is still in active service towards her retirement but I still get to supplement the income back home from time to time, because she cannot cope with her meager salary that she gets from the government”.  It was observed that remittances that is sent home, is not only for the upkeep of immediate families but also complement the income of other extended family members. Through personal interview, it is revealed that some migrants wife in Cameroon depend solely on migrant income to put food on the table. Also, those with immediate families in Cameroon tend to remit money on regular bases than those without.  Thus, many families relied on remittances during the price hikes of food to absorb the shock. In these light financial remittances become resilient even during financial crisis in Denmark.

 The largest beneficiaries of migrants’ income from Denmark are middle income families and household in Cameroon with one or two family members abroad. 

4.3.2 Remittance channels

Most often this money is sent via banks, money transfer agencies such as Forex, RIA, Western Union, Coins star and informally through friends travelling home. These remittances are generally influenced by fluctuating exchange rate and high transactional charges. Migrants equally considered efficiency of service, easy access to money in homeland and security of transfer when using these channels. The information is usually transmitted to receiver via text messages, phone calls or emails.

4.3.3- Motivational perspective of Remittances

 The ability and propensity to remit money to homeland for investment or family support to mitigate food insecurity is a function of migrant being gainfully employed. Also the economic and legal stability also influence their capacity to relate to food crisis. In this regard, those on Danish Green Card have the zeal and propensity to contribute more than students. 

Furthermore, those with remittance depended families are also motivated to send money home regularly. In this regard, migrants who have spouse and kids in homeland tend to make greater contributions towards household consumption as compared to unmarried people . Other Diaspora remit to parent and siblings due to love for family (filial love). In order to meet up with and manage interpersonal relationships, most migrant are overburden.

The contributions of migrants have been both individual and collective basis. Different migrants have different potentials and levels of involvement in homeland food security and agricultural activities. Remitting money and goods home tend to be a function of migrant gender, income level and socio-economic status.

 Most migrant effort have been limited to family members as helping others  is based on excesses which is difficult to have. Thus collective remittances are at infant level and are based on Altruistic and humanitarian grounds. 

4.3.4. Remittance-Educational perspective.

  Migrant are contributing to build the human capital of family member in sending country. (Recipient  country).  Runge et al, 2003 highlighted that poverty, and the underinvestment in human capital is the cause of food insecurity.  This indicates that investing in human capital is vital in improving the nutritional needs as well as productivity of family members in Cameroon.  Educating siblings and relatives become a top priority to these migrants. Most children in migrant families are enrolled in higher institutions of learning and vocational schools. Investment in Education has a multiplier effect on the families concerned and hence the nation as a whole. Thus migrant families in Cameroon tend to have a higher number of school graduates at university and higher levels than non-migrant families. This equally helps to diversify livelihood option and income as well as  enhance food consumption patterns. As asserted by Sanders and Maimbo, 2003, Remittances  are used to improve on the living standards, health and education for human and financial asset formation.

 4.3.5 Health

A good amount of remittances is spent on hospital bills and this indirectly affects nutrition and vice versa. Respondents assume that “… sickness comes because people don’t feed well not to make mention of unbalanced diet.. When they are admitted in the hospital, you are the one to take care of hospital bills” Sorensen’s (2004) also found out that a higher percentage of   remittances were used for human investment that is, education and health. Furthermore, (Drabo and Ebeke, 2010) also assumed that remittances alongside foreign aid increase access to healthcare facilities in the treatment of fever and diarrhea. 

4.3.6 Agriculture 

Remittances also are correlated to farming activities. Some migrants who grew up in peasant families’ contribute to boost the agricultural sector. ‘...  I have a sister who solely depends on me to remit her income to pay people to do the farming as well as harvesting….” This is exemplified by diasporas who came from the southern part of the country. They send money to their relations to purchase coffee and cocoa farms for them. This also create some little employment as some of the unemployed are employed either on permanent basis or seasonal basis particularly when it’s harvesting period.   However the number of migrants involved in agriculture is low. Gonzalez-Velosa ( 2011)  in Philippines, found out that emigration do not affect the size of agriculture but rather remittances positively lead to a more specialized and capital intensive crop farming. Through  the usage of mechanized technology as well as transfer of information on agricultural practices.

4.3.7 Investment 

Many migrants send money home for investment purpose. One respondent indicated that to avoid continuous dependent from family relative for monthly support, some migrants have remitted money to family members to start up petit business.

 Other  migrants do invest in businesses like opening up of shop, creation of companies, construction of houses to be given out for rents or lease out just to mention a few. Although some of these migrants ends up with smiles on their faces for the profitability of their businesses, some end up disillusioned with no accountability on their businesses by their relations.

4.3.8 Collective remittances    

 Migrants associations remit collectively in the form of projects to ethnic regions and communities in homeland. Homeland associations in Denmark are still at the infants’ level. Most of which are ethnic, national and alumni groups.  A few organization raised funds to promote human investment like funding of school fees to best students and the purchase of books. The association, Education for Growth and Development (EDG) in Cameroon has been formed by migrant in Denmark which has as objective to work with villagers to identify educational needs and low school attendance and how together the situation can be remedied. This group does not provide nutritional support as yet but has a vision of educating the underprivileged to a sustainable level. 
. 

4.4. INTERVENTION: ANALYSIS OF GOVERNMENT ROLE TO FOOD SECURITY. 

4.4.1 Investment and productivity approach

Migrant strongly argue that the present role of government is characterized by neglect. The government used to invest in agricultural sector to enhance sustainability of production, growth and food sovereignty. As illustrated by FAO 1997 , a supportive government is the key to solving food insecurity.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         This relies on supportive government policies with adequate resources channeled to the agricultural sector in response to the demands of the poor farmers. These resources to boost productivity in Cameroon include the supply of fertilizers, improved seedlings, good storage facilities, supply of good farming equipment, agricultural institutions, the availability of agricultural extension workers, marketing strategies as well as incentive to farmers. Over the last the two decades In spite of the high importance attached to agricultural production, data indicate that the poorer farmers have been left to the whims and caprices of the capitalist economy. .  The government created agencies like MIDENO (North West Development Authority), WADA (Wum Area Development Authority), UNVDA (Upper Noun Valley Development Authority),in the  North west region has been closed  .Other institutions like SODERIM , Santcho , SODEFAO and Santa Coffee Estate to meet  the demands of the people  through the distribution of fertilizer, improved seedlings and extension services which discouraged rural exodus ,“died a natural death”. Equally, the closure of the government created National Produce Marketing Board (NPMB)  was a big blow to farmers. As this institution used to stabilize the prices of major cash crops such as Cocoa, coffee and banana to boost production and guard against price volatility in the world market
However, the state centric investment which acted as incentive to farmers has been short-lived .This has been replaced by complete neglect of this sector and infrastructure. It is now characterized by lip service. 

4.4.2 The liberalization and withdrawal Approach of early 1990s to date

A new rural development plan was put in place in the early1990s with the institutionalization of structural adjustment plan. This market oriented approach led to the dissolution of the protectionist regulations , deregulation and exposed farmers to international competition and markets. The withdrawal of state incentives from farmers- subsidies and agricultural show weakened the level of competitiveness of agricultural goods in the international markets. SAP has equally replaced state funding and planning with private funding and institutions like the World Bank, international monetary fund (IMF) and NGOs.  This market centric approach resulted to the withdrawal of the state from agricultural development. This account for the low productivity in agricultural sector . On the other hand, embezzlement and corruption of state has provoked the Bretton wood institution work to with NGOs to relate to food insecurity and agricultural development. Despite this replacement of state, government were not prevented from establishing good policies and providing basic public goods to its citizens.

  One of the major causes of food insecurity is the lack of infrastructural development. Most roads in Cameroon are untarred .Recently, most projects connected to food security has been funded by foreign organizations and states.

 The challenge of land is a major problem. The Land Ordinance No   74-1 of 6th July outlined that access and ownership of land is based on acquisition of a land titles. As assumed by Menjo 2002, the inability to access land due to institutional gender biased, have constrained poor female farmers into land users and not land owners in Cameroon. It is generally very expensive and time consuming to acquire land titles. This has been compounded by the recent scramble for lands in Cameroon by multinationals companies and national elites. Generally all unoccupied land is considered as national land. Thus it becomes common that ‘Any land without land titles, they just sell it. Whether people are farming there or not and they don’t compensate these people. And yet the process of getting a land title in itself is beyond the ability of the rural woman…land titles are impossible for them to get….” The state has failed to provide the needed protection to farmers. In this regard, farmers in rural areas have been deprived and displaced from large portions of farming lands without legal compensation. These lands are redirected or leased out to large commercial plantations owned by national elites and multinational companies on long term basis. As highlighted by a respondent these farmers are left to beg for farms in another area which is some kilometers away or starve .

4.5 CONTRIBUTIONS OF OTHER ACTORS

4.5.1. Food for Education and Nutrition Project

 Counterpart International is a recent NGO created in 2008. This NGO has been implementing a McGovern-Dole International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program (MGD). The main contribution to food security within the population is  not limited to nutritional support to children below 5 years but also engages in health related activities and capacity building. The activities of MGD greatly confirm McDougall 2008 assertion that NGOs acts as a means of eliminating hunger. They equally function as intermediaries between the North and the south The activities include: “daily hot lunches and take home food rations to approximately 30,000” school children including infants   below 5 years and monitoring the growth rate of the latter .It has also created a curriculum on health and nutrition, open up school gardens and engaged in health preventive majors like the de worming of primary school children and building of school latrines. To ensure the sustainability of its project, it has engaged in capacity building programs within local communities.

The implementation of this program have benefited the communities as follows:

· It has built up human capital of children through increased enrollment rate of students by 40.5 percent for boys and 33.6 percent for girls.

 Increase the attendance rate of students by 4.8 for girls and 4.3 for boys and increase the promotion rate from 74 percent to 88.1 percent.

· Reduce the dependence of imported food through increase food production from school gardens of 103.5MT. 

4.5.2 Heifer Cameroon
Heifer Project International Cameroon’s (HIC) was created in 1995 and operate in 6 of the 10 regions of Cameroon .HIC has been very instrumental in reducing hunger and poverty in Cameroon by improving the livelihood of the poor . This project target the needs of the low level income group especially women. It also enables farmers and women to meet up with their neglected and basic needs of food, shelter, health and education of their siblings

 The main activities of HIC include:  distribution of ‘gifts’ of livestock, education and training and the establishment of small- scale agricultural enterprise development. The ‘passing on of gifts’ among beneficiary is the key instrument of HIC’s sustainable development approach. In this regard, families are expected to ‘repay’ their loan by passing on the ‘gift’ of one or more female offspring of the animal received as well as the knowledge and skills to other needy group. Indirect assistance ranges from informal farmer to farmer training, livestock breeding services and the services of Heifer trained community animal health and environmental workers.

The benefit of household in the West and North West is as follows:

· Hundreds of dairy farmers from West and North West received support  of FCFA 852 million in 5 years.( FCFA 656= 1Euro).’’  The household incomes of over 200 households in North West and West regions have risen by 50 percent over 5 years. 

· An estimated 404 beneficiaries of Heifer project from July 2004 to December 2009, had a gross cumulative income of FCFA 456,822,600 of which a cumulative 76 million was saved and used to purchase farmland, farm tools and inputs, motorcycles, building and equipping of houses

· The increase of income led to improve standard of living with access to food, health, education and housing.

· This project has equally boosted production of milk from an average of 13 liters daily during first lactation in 2004 to an average of 16 liters in 2009 for the third lactation. It equally reduced the importation of milk among beneficiary groups

·  It has equally improved gender relations through socio-economic empowerment of some 167 female dairy farmers.61 of whom are leaders in diary common initiative groups, cooperatives and other communities groups.  

· Two private diary processing plants were established in the North West region as well as the establishment of private individual or institutional diaries and inspiring the institution of a national diary program.( Ndukong K.2010)

Heifer has also supported farmers in the Far North regions from its conception in this region in 2007.It has helped 359 families from 16 common initiative groups .It also assisted 2144 farmers of whom 382 were women, 240 men, 783 boys and 739 girls,( Wandou M. 2010).

 One of the constraints faced in the Far North was that animal breeding was not adapted contextually. Another major weakness was the absence of a vertinary doctor in the HIC team in supervising the breeding of animals leading to overload and monopoly of activities. Collaboration between groups and vetnary doctors are limited due to few staff available and the non-formal agreement. The HIC teams also have another major challenge of developing a strategy for target groups to ensure sustainability.

The strength of SSPs ( Soudano Sahel Program Zone) lies in the use of modern system of agriculture of plant and animal minimizes the cost – through he provision of cheap  animals though with some exceptional cases of exorbitant prices for animals reducing benefit to farmers. 

4.5.3 International Organizations
WFP ( World Food Program) assisted over 200 000 people in the Northern part of Cameroon which had a critical educational, agricultural production and nutritional problems. Their activities focused in eradicating poverty by promoting education. It equally focused on enhancing food security by creating asset for the most vulnerable groups. WFP also provide food aid to primary children and improve food security for groups at-risk by creating community cereals granary and improving rural infrastructure through food-for- work (FFW) activities and emergencies relief to the Central African and Chadian refugees.

The United S has equally sponsored food aid programs in Bui and Oku divisions of the North West regions. Most of the food aid programs which should have been orchestrated by the state are externally driven.

 4.5.4 State partnership 
The withdrawal of the state in producing seeds left no alternative source in the country. Both the Northern and far North regions were prone to drought and needed support to stimulate grain production. In this light FAO and the government of Cameroon carried out two seed project to fight food insecurity in both the North and Far North of Cameroon. These projects supported the multiplication and diversification of healthy rice seeds (2004 to 2006) as well as provide support to farmers groups in the multiplication and diversification of varieties of seeds-maize, sorghum and millet in 2006 to 2008.This projects had established the production and marketing of certified seed within this two regions. ( Silue et al.) 

The government of Cameroon has also supported government researchers working on the on-farm research of the Cameroon national Root Crops Improvement program ( CNRCIP) to contribute to the national food crop self-sufficiency in different agricultural zones to fight biological constraints to production such as pests, diseases and agronomic practices as well as improve ways of processing and storing these crops. These researchers also cooperated with the Ministry of agriculture’s extension workers and received funding from the government. This was conducted among small-scale farmers with limited resources. The International Institute of Tropical agriculture (IITA) workers in Cameroon helped train Cameroonian scientists on root and tuber research, multiplication and distribution. There were also supported by international donors and expert to produce good results and managerial trainings abroad.
5. ANALYSIS OF FINDINDS 

This    section centers on the analysis of findings from the empirical data in an attempt to answer the research questions. This will provide a review on Diasporas, state and other actors contribution and their effect on homeland food security. 

The contributions made vary from one migrant and development actor to another. This research has not produce findings which are much different from the contribution of other international migrants to homeland food security. 

It is important to underscore the fact that Cameroonian migrants in Denmark has undoubtedly   contributed directly or indirectly in mitigating food insecurity and poverty in homeland.  As stated by Ratha, 2011, migrant’s remittances have contributed in improving the nutritional status, health, education and business investment in homeland. Remittances have consequently resulted to a spillover effect on investment in human capital, livelihood strategies and nutrition among migrants family. From the study and through observation and personal experience, the contribution of migrants in Denmark to food security has been directly felt by household members in homeland. This is justify by migrants testimonies.  This has also been extended to friends and non-migrants family. Some of whom have received financial assistance in the form of gifts and loans. Others have equally been employed to work in migrants farms. By so doing, there have been able to put food on their table.  

In this light migrant contribution tend to differ from those of NGOs which has continuous source of funding.

 Despite this positive outcome, some unintended   negative impacts have equally been observed. 

5.1 The Dutch disease 

The remitting attitude to boost living standards and nutritional status of migrant families has turned to be a curse instead of a blessing. These have presented major challenges for migrant as family members turn to be unaccountable to migrant concerning how this money is spent. Despite this lack of honesty, other family members preferred to be lazy relying solely on migrants wage for survival. 

Some migrant provide capital to family members to startup businesses. But the estimated capital gets finished without the business project being realized creating domestic and family tension.

On the other hand, Money remitted from the West to homeland result to stricter policies on migrants by receiving government and repatriation of irregular migrants. The repatriation impact of unsuccessful migrants is worse for some families who driven by economic desperation sell their properties to sponsor a child abroad. Most often foreign repatriation increases the poverty and hunger levels of families.

Remittances equally lead to appreciation of real exchange rate that weakens competition and consequently leads to a reduction in export sector.                                 

 Migrant’s contribution to sustainability of families at home equally leads to brain drain. This is because most skilled migrants are employed to do unskilled jobs for survival.

 Migrant’s contribution is summarized below:

Figure 1. diasporas contribution









Source: researchers design.

  This table illustrate the intended contributions which are financial remittances, investment in human capital, health and business to enable family improve on their nutrition. By so doing, this has equally provoked the unintended results of Dutch disease, stricter policies, exchange rate appreciation and brain drain.

 5.2 Efficency of migrants  contribution
 It should be emphasized that most migrants contributed to household consumption by teaching them how to fish and not giving them fish. As the adage goes if you give a man fish, you feed him for a day. But if you teach him how to fish, you feed him for life. Thus the general pattern observed is that diasporas remit money to enable family members to startup businesses. Migrants sacrifice huge sums of money and time starting up businesses with family members with the hope that they will be relief of the burden of feeding them within a short period of time. This may not necessarily be the case in some families. Their expectation most often is usually achieved over time. Migrants according to respondents have contributed in mitigating some of the consequences related to food insecurity in migrant’s families and communities.

Most migrants complained that they are overburden by the increasing demand from family members which makes it difficult to put beneficiaries on fixed income as they cannot meet up with the  everybody. This explains the logic of providing investment capital for business to diversify income and enhance sustainability. Migrants confessed that relating to homeland food security demands a lot of sacrifice and commitment   individually or in a group. 

The reason for their contribution is based on the sacrificed made by family members to sponsor their trip abroad. The respondent stressed on families selling their properties to sponsor s child abroad. These children it is believed will remit money when they get abroad to relieve them of the stress of putting food on the table. To them the contributions of migrants are very important. This finding correspond with the assumption of the new economics of labor theory.   

5.3 government contribution

As indicated by FAO 2005, bad governance is the root cause of food insecurity in Cameroon. Since Cameroon has for the past decade, rank high in the Corruption Perception Index ( CPI) of Transparency International ( TI). This persuasively reflects its incapacity to maximize its resource for growth. 

To make matter worse, the agricultural sector despite the fact that it is the biggest employer (employs 60 percent of population) receives just 5 percent of the state budget irrespective of the Maputo Declaration signed by African Heads in 2004, emphasizing on a minimum of 10 percent. The funding to improve on agricultural production which account for 40 percent of the GDP has equally dropped. The table below represents the trends in agricultural funding by the state:

TABLE 1.Evolution of budget allocated to different ministries (in Billion CFA)

	Ministries
	2010
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Agriculture and Rural Development
	60.3
	34.6
	27.6
	27.7
	23.4

	Livestock, Fisheries and Animal Industry
	20
	16
	15
	09
	-

	Research and Technological Innovation
	13
	7
	3
	-
	-


Source: Adapted from Cameroon country report on the Right to Food 2010.

This table indicates a budget shift from 2009 following the 2008 strike on food. In this regard, the President of Cameroon ordered that agricultural production be doubled within six months. Unfortunately, these resources did not meet the specificities of the sector like the agricultural calendar.  This limited budget signals great obstacle to farmers who are deprived of the necessary inputs and equipment. Couple with the challenges of climate change and environmental degradation. Moreover, beside the low budget allocated mismanagement, embezzlement and favoritism within these institutions have hindered the bulk of farmers from benefitting from these resources allocated to them.

Furthermore, the cut of state spending on welfare and the imposition of fees on health and education increased the vulnerability of Cameroonians. More so, the withdrawal of government subsidies on fertilizers and other farm chemicals has negatively affected the yields and agricultural engagement. In 1999, fertilizer use in Cameroon was 7 kg per hectare of cropland. This was below the world average of 94 kg ( Contry Report,. Ibid 2010)

According to Runge, 2003, the underinvestment in human capital has seriously affected food security of many farmers.as put by respondent, the move to food security requires a modern agricultural sector build with the practical knowledge and necessary techniques. Paradoxically, the enrollment rate is dropping in the rural areas due to high poverty level and malnutrition. 
The basic assumptions of Paalberg 2002 pinpoint the weak policies and governance of states in less developing countries as the major source of food insecurity. In this regards, FAO 1997, stressed on the need to create a supportive environment by both state and private sector as the major key to ensuring food security . 

Lack  of the farm to market roads  in most regions in Cameroon coupled with poor intra city roads  and high prices of fuel have increase the price of food stuff. This has equally resulted in the abandonment of harvest in the farms and the under exploitation of strategic production zones.
Today, the agricultural sector remains the backbone to economic growth, the continuing fall in man power; productivity and income are inadequate to provide decent standards of living to many families in both rural and urban areas. This is caused by the institutionalization of SAP which anchors on trade liberalization. . This state neglect has created financial deficits, knowledge deficit, social deficits, market deficit, health deficit and investment deficits which migrants attempt to mitigate. Thus international migration becomes the best option for families. This gap cannot be filled by the weak private sector or migrant population. This necessitates the cooperation of these development agents.
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6. CONCLUSION  

This   chapter presents a summary of research findings.  It also highlights the effects of migrants, state and NGOs contribution to food security in Cameroon.  This chapter also illustrate on certain considerations from the field.

One can conclude that:

The findings suggest that food insecurity is a reality in Cameroon with adverse socioeconomic and political consequences. The findings indicate that migrant remittances contribute significantly to homeland security. These contributions are made both individually and collectively. However, the income, gender and social status are also important determinants of remittances. The result also shows that remittances also contribute to food insecurity. 

 Diasporas actions is influenced by poor government policies which act as obstacle to food productivity.  All the three actors studied, adopted different strategies though with the same objective of reducing hunger and improving the living standards of households and communities. 

Based on this findings , certain recommendations were made with regards to what the home government should do to maximize migrants contribution.

1. The state should create an enabling environment to encourage migrants investments

2.  Farmers should engage in big scale production in unions rather than subsistence

3.  The state should use Community participation approach  in development projects

4.  Efforts should be made to transform the institutional environment to facilitate the flow of remittances

5.  More research by the government and students. Also the government should further supply Hybrrid seeds and encourage all round cultivation.

6. Government should diversify agricultural policies to favor farmers. Policies which would encourage and benefit the farmers

7.  Government should revamp the financial sector and revive some banks like the default FONADER.

8. Government should construct farm to market roads to encourage the exportation and transportation of food

9. Government should support NGOS

10. Government should equally provide subsidies

11. Government should open a bank which will provide credit to farmers thereby encouraging agriculture.

12. Government should cooperate with diasporas as in other countries

We live in a globalized era whereby state and socio-economic and political issues are globalized as nation states are being connected through trade liberalization and migration. There is increasing concern over new threat to human security such as food insecurity in developing countries. The increasing vulnerability of Cameroonians has grave consequences to its citizen and her development potentials. This equally affect   neighboring countries whom she supplies food and the world as a whole. Thus the harmonious or positive cooperation of the different arms of development- government NGOs (both national and international) and migrants becomes crucial in the fight against hunger and poverty. For, significant actors like diasporas are ignored during consultation and their interest are left out of the picture of the right to food or accessibility.

Evidently, each actor has its strengths and weaknesses which can be complimented by another actor for the smooth functioning of the whole. The state is more focused in policies but has still not instituted the Right to food in her national constitution. This notwithstanding, she is plaque with corruption and mismanagement of resources especially land which is vital for agricultural production. The civil societies in Cameroon have their own shortcomings of lack of resources, in the case of HIC, of unfair competition from imported milk, and equally poor management. Some other local NGOs lack transparency and use funding for self-aggrandizement. The international community such as the World Bank and IMF has been criticized for being partly the cause and solution to the problem.

 On the other hand, diasporas have been very active but more indirectly to their respond to the food crisis. They believed in teaching their families and friends how to fish via support in education, health and investment in trade of family members. Most concentrate mostly on their families, living the poor of the poorest at the mercy of nature. They ought to be an interconnection between these actors in serving and defending the most basic human right of the poor – which is the right to food within their communities and nation states. This will contribute to reducing malnutrition among children and women and enhance the economic development of the nation. Because the government alone can do nothing. In this light the government need to adapt the demand and supply approach in response to food insecurity. It has t be accountable to its citizens as well as protect its interest. It equally should be able to provide public goods to boost the agricultural sector

Diasporas on the other hand could contribute to actively homeland food security by organized remitting, through political involvement, civic-oriented involvement like trade investment and communities activities with focus on ‘brain gain’, by advocacy and lobbying . They should be the watch dog of government and civil societies as they provide funding for projects and programs geared towards eradicating hunger and food security. This resulting to a new  approach  integrating the meso, macro and actors as complimentary agents of change. For, poverty and hunger cannot be eradicated if these various arms do not function together. As a dysfunction in one agent will invariable affect the other. Thus each will complement the weakness of the other with more checks and balances. A lot of distrust and suspicion looms ( Corruption and control) in the air among these different agents of change which needs to be clarified and discarded.
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APPENDIX 1: Research Questions
	Focus Research Dimensions
	Research Questions

	The identification of food security challenges in general
	1. Are there people in Cameroon who are food insecure?
2. Who are those who are food insecured? Where in the country are they and why?

	Ngos effort
	3. What are the NGOs Doing . How and Why?

	Diasporas efforts
	4. What are Cameroonians in diasporas doing to address food security?

	Government Efforts
	5. What has government done?


	
	6.  Do you Have any suggestions as to how food security can be solved in Cameroon


APPENDIX 11

RESEARCH TRANSCRIPTION OF EDG

Conducted on the 3rd of June  2012 .Place: Collegiums, Time: 6:00 to 7.05

My name is C. k  I have five adopted children , eh six kids. I live in Alberslund, Glaglebarken precisely

I: I forgot ooh. I am not married; laughter but I have four adopted children.

A member walks in. 

I: introduce yourself. Introduce yourself. (Laughter)  Say you should introduce yourself . the man is laughing. Are you not seeing that we are we want your introduction

E; I am E, I come from Bali. I have a master degree in international Museum studies. I have two kids, a set of twins. And I am in Arbertslund, Denmark

M:Ok. Thank you so much. For reminders, I will just want you to get the concept of food security once more.so food security is defined as (interrupted by B the secretary)

B: sorry Jollet, one minute I mean like I told you we want to contain everything in our meeting time. So we try to, I belief sure you still have much. We give you one hour. So we take 10 minutes for introduction and 50 minutes for discussion.

M; so food security is when people at all times have physical and economic  access to food, enough food, sorry  let me take it all over. So food security is when people at all times have physical and economic access to safe and nutritious food in order to keep eh to meet up with their dietary needs and food preferences for a healthy life.  So, the first question I will like to find out from you is your opinion about food insecurity in Cameroon and the question goes, as they people in Cameroon who are food insecure?

I: of course because there  are people in Cameroon who are paradoxically food insecure because Cameroon is got a lot of land and a lot of food  but we still have people who are very much food insecure. And especially within the rural areas but more within the cities especially those who live in the slums in the city, the so called shanty area. Ya, then  greater number too towards the Northern Part of the country because of the effect of desertification. 

M: Does any other person have a different opinion or is there anything any other person has to say? 

T: I don’t think so. We are all aware of food insecurity. I mean it is a reality. There is no contrary opinion. ( pause).

C: Interrupts by saying, the hard truth

T : continues it is just the hard truth.

M; so, eh ( B speaks)

B: I was just trying to add to some of the reasons that could be accountable for that because he said paradoxically there is food insecurity meaning that despite the fact that we have land, fertile land in the environment. So eh, it’s an international phenomenon now to be discuss. Like last time, the issue of massive land grabbing by the multinational companies that are looking for land everywhere they could get in Cameroon for reasons not to benefit directly the locals. So it ends up the that most of the fertile lands upon which the locals depended to grow their crops, food crops not even cash crops are now being taken over by the multinationals to the detriment of course to locals. So it’s definitely lead to food insecurity.

M:  Do all of you buy the same idea that it’s more in the urban than the rural areas? Because you said they is  food insecurity more in the urban slumps than the rural areas

C: At times ooh

I: Let me just add a bit to my reasoning because those who live in the slums in the urban, they are unable to afford food because they buy food you see, they are unable to afford most of their food. But remember that I didn’t say that they are absent in the villages.

M: Yes. But you said more and could explain or cite some of the categories you are talking about who cannot afford food.

I: like ok, you see, people who live the villages to go and fend for better living conditions in the cities. They go there, they don‘t have jobs and then they stay in very bad conditions or those who have jobs with low salaries. This people are unable may be despite the fact that they stay in the slumps, they still pay rents very high comparatively and they have to cater for their hygiene and sanitation. They fall sick often. So to balance up the little which they have to be able to get enough food, pay their bills and take care of hospitals and the rest. That is why I could be drawing my point that food insecurity could be more within those people, unlike those in the villages that may suffer food insecurity as a result of too much use of land and its infertility and the fact that so many people have left the villages, so working population of the villages is low, so not so much food is being produced again. So the consequences too would be what? (Pause) Yes.  So the reason would be different obviously of the insecurity in the slums and those in the villages. But in the villages too, it would be that they are to the same food which they are struggling to produce to sell in order to get money for other issues.

B: I want to differ again with I on that because to me there is more food insecurity in the rural areas than in the urban areas. 

· In the rural areas the cause of food insecurity is more of a natural source. A natural source signifies  that those who are really still strong and able to cultivate the lands in the village and the youths and the tendency  today is most youths are migrating to urban centers in search of jobs and other  reasons. So those who are left behind are the very young and the elderly ones who are not really strong to cultivate these lands.  

· Like mentioned earlier, this land grabbing issue is everywhere off course, it affects those in the. And every and even more so, there is still vast an unoccupied land in the rural areas than in the urban areas. So when these multinationals come in, they look for these vast and available lands, which most often are in the rural areas. So it’s a natural course that they can do little or nothing about. But in the urban centers food insecurity is about all who can afford the money because they don't grow food in the urban centers, as they do in the rural areas. So the tendency is, if u can afford the money, you get food on the table. Now it is less in the urban centers, in the sense that every production that is food wise targets the urban centers, because this is where the markets are.  Am giving my example from a vivid situation that I have witness in Douala in Cameroon. If you go to Douala in the Centre market (Marche Central) or within the Western province. While i was there, the major cities Mbouda, Dschang, at the end of every market day you find a pile of food that has been dumped and abandoned -plantains, avocado, vegetables, tomatoes that gets routine, because I mean they can no longer sell them and they could not conserve them.  Ends up being wasted. So the tendency is that, all the food leaving the rural areas targeting the markets in the urban centers, this leads to excess of supply in these urban centers as oppose to demand. So eventually price is going to fall.  So this means  that, that person who is in the urban centers can easily turn around and buy some cheap plantains, around vegetable. You understand me, he is always going to gain/ but in the village, everything has left the village for these markets. So it means that there is more scarcity in the villages than in these urban centers. So I will think that there is more food insecurity in the rural areas than in the urban centers from my experience.

M: Eh, does any other person have any other thing to say?

T:  Yeah, additionally why food insecurity is, I mean takes place in the villages or in the rural areas is the simple fact that we don’t have agricultural specialist. In the past we used to count some extension workers- agric extension-workers who are sent to rural areas to educate farmers on how to grow crops, take care of the lands to increase their yields. This has faded out in Cameroon. And land that is been farmed for too long is unable to yield like in the past. Lack of knowledge on these farmers is contributing to food insecurity.  

First, there is no man power; you know to cultivate further, production of this food. So there is that likelihood that insecurity of food in these areas could increase further in the years to come. Especially owing to the fact that multinationals come in and they the grab these lands. Not for food production but for bio fuel.

Like my friend mentioned over there. So there is that likelihood we have food insecurity in the rural areas to a deep extent, in the years to come.  But then if you go to the urban centers and you find food dumped, this food is not dumped necessarily, because it was too much. It’s because we have people who cannot afford the food. And because they cant afford the food, it goes bad and is dumped. You understand we have lots and lots of kids living the rural areas to urban center in search of jobs. They don’t even have places to live, shelter to talk of. They can’t not even because I mean, we have industries that are out there first and foremost of all to exploit even the man power that is available to do the job. And what they earned is not able to sustained them, given them shelter to begin with before giving them food. And most importantly, what they want to do with the little they get is to get shelter first and in the course of this, they are unable to, you know, get what is required for them first to live in terms of food.  So it’s a little bit tricky. We need to get the statistics very straight to be able to ascertain if it more in the villages, or the rural areas or in the cities. I think in addition to what Mr. T. has said, one of the predicament we have is actually about the state as I can say because even when, multinational organizations come in or donors to help facilitate production in the villages, they have to pass through the government. And I can remember when I was growing up, there used to be free fertilizers and that used to increased yields as you said. We do not have those free fertilizers. In some years ago, the cocoa, chocolate is also something that we eat everywhere and the coffee. They used to give fertilizers through the cooperatives. Other things, all those things I have mentioned have eventually given way and there is no institutions that really come in to subsidize the farmers, leading to a fall now in the demand, as my colleagues have just said. That is the major problems that we really have in the villages because there is no subsidies. I mean farm instruments they don’t even have it. So rudimentary tools that were a thing of the past have re surfaced again in the villages. Even the normal maize that people used to, first they plant. Then they plant eucalyptus trees so that when the wind is blowing it should be protected and the maize should not be blown off. The Eucalyptus trees have been put down now and for monetary purposes and all those, so even the little one that comes from the wind, you geographer should know what I mean. It blows off the things and it doesn’tdo well. At the end of the day what do we expect. So.

E: Climate change.

C: Yes, climate change has come in. when the people live in the cities and they come 2 buy, because there is no food in the city.  And the paradox as they said, it seems it is seemingly that there is more food in the city. Meanwhile in actual fact it may not be that there is more food, but simply  because of affordability. Which is what Mr T.N has said? So it’s a little bit of a contradicting thing of a thing to really say categorically, but the reasons for a fall in the production of food are quite imminent and clear that any other person can analyze. But as to where there is actually food insecurity remains to be judged one, at level of the population of that particular area, too on the economic activities of that area and there … eh. The sustainability of that area, the economic environment. So if you go to Douala everyday but in the evening since they are perishable goods and again we have a problem  of storage   because foodstuff can actually be stored, processed and even exported but we lack it. Again it aggravate this problem . what is thrown everyday in Marche Congo in douala and Kololo is what if its actaually stored, infact we will realized that were going to benefir and export it. Again, foriegners like the Chad people and Congolese people and all those things, they come in and grab what they want to grab even harvest mangoes  that are still up. You ca not eat good mango in Cameroon now. That is very rare very difficult. Because Chadians aren there, the Equatorial Guinea people are there. Gabonese are there. They just come in and buy those things.

T: From trees ( interrupted)

C: huge  in their numbers and go. Even eru in Cameroon is more expensive because Nigeria does not have eru and it is passing from Victoria right to Nigeria straight.

T: eru seems to be part of their staple meal

C: it is scarce. It is a staple meal. It does not grow there ( chorus) eru in Cameroon, it is very expensive bur=t we grow the eru . why should we not even have the eru. You can just have your eru tree everywhere. But we don’t have them.

T: Next question

I: let’s try to else we will not meet up with time

M: some of the consequences

T: consequences of food insecurity in Cameroon?

M; and coping strategies

T: the consequences are grave

C: About the consequences, they are in numbers. You can just get the pictures Joan sent

T: ya, you have malnutrition

C: the consequences you have malnutrition, eh kwashiorkor, whatever they call it. In fact you see physical malnutrition. If you want pictures

M; ya, I will need the pictures.

I: by straight just rule. Know that when we talk about the consequences, malnutrition which is all embedded under the health, the children are not, not the children. Most of people are not the healthy.  Right, two,( interrupted)

C: mortality rate

I: continues. 3. The mortality level increases.   The production cannot be productive    

T: (interrupts) Manpower is weak

I; continues. 2/ the manpower are weak. You see, you discover 

B: eventually it leads to school drop out because these kids are hungry, they cannot go to school and eventually community is bound to remain underdeveloped. Because man power is not there, education has fallen apart, families are broken apart. The father eventually becomes disgruntled and becomes a drunkard because he sees a problem in front of him that he cannot tackle. So he resort to drinking: beyond that  it leads to social  insecurity.

B ya, perfectly, so the consequences are devastating.

T; we have lots of kids that have dropped out. They need to fend for themselves because their parents cannot even give them food. They are underage, they are below 15. It leads to child labor. And those who cannot even afford to get that little thing to do to earn a dollar a day. What do they do? They get involve involved in burglary, prostitution, you name them now. So the consequences are devastating. If you go to Cameroon today, I mean you have kids below 15  who are involved in serious prostitution. You find kids (interrupted) below the age of 12 that have taken to the streets. Why? Because they cannot even get it at home and then they decide to try the street. You find them doing some kind of petit businesses like shoe polishing and selling cigarette

E: smuggling kids

B; some of the most disheartening of this. When you are going to Bamenda

C: at 12 midnight you see them selling papay

T: so child labor and the rest

C: I met a girl in Tole they were talking. She said the mother is happy in the night when they don’t sleep at home                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

(5)She said the mother is happy in the night when they don’t sleep at home. Because when she leaves the house and doesn’t come back, others will have more to eat since she will not be there to reduce the food ration of others. 

 B: That is not even so disturbing to what I was going to say. I watched a documentary, I can’t really remember when but it was on the internet in Douala. You have kids on the streets, age: 11, 10, 12, 13, 14; that are involved in prostitution.

C: That’s right.

B: (continues) and they’re not on their own. They have a family that relies on the proceeds from this business they’re doing in out the streets. They’re still encouraged by their own mothers.  That is, it’s not like the mother says go out there and prostitutes but she like gives the blind eye to it. When the child comes back the next day with the money, she doesn’t bother to check her but she knows that she was out prostituting. But she does not constrain it because she needs the money.

TN: So these are some of the consequences.

M: Em.em.

I: You talk about coping strategies; I don’t know whether these strategies are what we think could be coping strategies or what is actually in place. Because if we’re talking about what is actually in place, I will tell you that there is nothing from the government and maybe efforts of few NGOs could be genuine because majority of them are out to feed their stomach. 

M: So I will like to take you now to the main issue which is diaspora. So I will like to know from you, what you think Cameroonian diaspora are doing to relate this food problem (movement-eating, drinking)

TN: To begin with, I think Cameroonian diasporas is doing a lot. To begin with, let’s talk about foreign remittances. There is a lot of money getting into Cameroon from abroad. Many a times I’ve heard people say almost every family in Cameroon is struggling to send a kid abroad so they can feel relieved. And what relief are we talking about? The burden of being unable to provide for the family.  Now, you find a family with a large portion of land that can be used for farming. But of course let’s forget about that. People sell land, they sell buildings, they sell their houses just to send a kid abroad because they have seen from other families what these kids try to do. And if you come back to the West to check on the kids who’ve left Cameroon to come over to the West, irrespective of what they earn, they do every little thing they can to make sure they satisfy family back home. I don’t know where this spirit is coming from. But you find them patched up in a single room (10 of them) but the little they earned, they want to make sure to send It back home to sustain those they’ve left back home. The pressure is enormous because of the insecurity which we all are aware of. We all know foreign remittances accounts for more than 1/3 of the National budget of Cameroon. This is documented and you need to check it out for clarity. This is a fact. And so the diaspora In this respect is really doing far better you know, to see that they alleviate this situation. 

C: some especially those that come from the coastal areas, many of them they try to everybody they talk about the y buy farm, they want to buy cocoa farm, they want to open plantation, they want to do this. That is the way, through which they think if they take their little money and buy the cocoa farm; they buy eh cassava and all those things. I mean they feel that they can do something so that the family should  actually  live on. 

TN: Even beside remittances, look at a group like ours. I mean we’re all from Cameroon. I mean our parents struggled to send us abroad. We’re aware of the situation in Cameroon. What are we doing? We’ve decided to come up with this small group. We created an organization, and association in Cameroon, Education for Growth and Development. What is our objective? We want to make sure we trained those back home. We give them what it takes to be able to sustain them. So we want to help in a different way. Not just by sending food. We want to teach them how to fish than giving them fish. For how long are we going to give them fish? So this is an example of what something else we are doing to see that we help to sustain those we have left back home who are in such predicament, who are suffering from food insecurity and the like now of course. In short you have I mean been a part of us for two sittings now and you know exactly what we are doing and how we are struggling to see that we effect change in a different way. Give them education, teach them how to farm the land they got, teach them how to increase their yields and all the like. Unfortunately, agriculture extension services have dried up in Cameroon completely dried up. This people who’re depending on farm for subsistence, they are losing lot because they don’t have the knowledge. What if we bring back this knowledge to them, what will happen? Is it going to impact positively or negatively? We think it’s going to impact positively. It’s going to take away the place of the government. That tells us the government is very negligent. And then we’ve   for now it is that. Maybe someone has something else to say. So basically I was saying   you know the diaspora, they’ve proven themselves you know to see that ok they help in one way or another. Not necessarily finance to help the situation.

B:  I think financially it’s a lot of burden up so many shoulders back home from the diasporas. I will go to the extent of even thinking or saying that this is my personal opinion that things are still under like control i.e. regards to the government in Cameroon. Now it has not exploded like it has in other African countries talking of riots and strikes. Fortunately because of the assistance people get from the Diasporas. Ya because what happened in the other countries that leads to these riots is a hungry man is an angry man. When it gets to that point where you cannot put food on the table, you get out three in the streets and you express your anger towards the authority in place.  (Interrupted by TN)

TN: This is the consequences I am not cutting you short but this happened in 2008

B: In 2008, ya

TN: Ya, I mean the Diaspora in 2008

TN: 

B: (continues)the diaspora has always been there to help but in 2008, the prices went so high that even the diaspora I mean my parents were civil servants, my mother is still in active service towards her retirement but I still get to supplement the income back home from time to time. Because she cannot cope with her meager salary, that she gets from the government. At times it doesn’t come full, at times like 3months ago there went to, it was a notional problem, the Minister went on state TV (noise with plates), civil servants didn’t get their salary, some had part of it. The minister had to come on state TV and apologize they were going to rectify it. So now my mother hasn’t gotten her salary, she is still struggling to recover it. So you can imagine there is no certainty, even when you have income in the name of civil servants. So when you think of that and those who have nothing at all, the farers or just ordinary peasants who don’t have a regular income to depend on. You can imagine the devastating effect it has. So that is why the trend today is every family, even if it means selling to the last possession they have and I actually know of cases that people have sold the house and went to renting to send a son abroad, all with the belief that when he gets out here, he is going to repatriate them money back to get another house. And it works. It works so but we would have lived it to be a situation where people depend on survival from what they get within their own country. 

B: Let 

M: No

M: Em, sorry I cut you 

B: So I was just going to add up that foreign reputation could be a bonus to the economy, not what people use own country for survival, just to survive based on what you’re not.

T: THE NEXT CAN PROVIDE FOR YOU

M: Is there any other person who has something to say personally to say because I heard some of you have adopted children in Cameroon?

C: It’s too personal because I don’t live my life. I work money and I don’t enjoy my life. I’ve adopted 4 children. Is it 4? 1 2 3 4 5, I’ve 6. To be honest I started this kids when I was in the university. I started sponsoring kids and till today I still suffer the effects.  You pay rents, you send money for feeding, you do this and that. Even your sisters, even those that have married, their husband will tell you that they have run out of income. It’s as if you have to go and take your sister back from married house. It’s a very sad situation. All of us we faced this kind of thing.  

T: Of course

C: (con) Hospital bills because I mean, sickness comes because people don’t fed well at times. When they go to the hospital, you are the one to send money. At times, you put people-who are you going to put on fixed income and who are you not going to put on fixed income. It’s very hard on us-it very hard on us, I don’t know for how long were going to sustain it. God alone knows. 

M: So are you invariably saying you have them on fixed monthly, you’re teaching them how to eat but feeding monthly? 

C: fixed income comes in so many aspects. Variable income can become fixed income if you’re sponsoring a child. I started sponsoring a child when I was in the university and till today. I have to lead them to where they can be on their own. 

T: That’s right. That is how I’m teaching. If I’m educating them, I want to teach them.  

She said the mother is happy in the night when they don’t sleep at home. Because when she leaves her home and she doesn’t come back she will reduce the ration of- I mean others; will have more to eat, when she takes out.

(8)

Just to acquire knowledge. How do you transform the knowledge you know to something useful, not only to you but to the community. So we are talking about brain drain today. You know, those economies that are quite industrialized they understand the extent of knowledge in their economy. So they attract the best on people, so they will be able to endues you know that ability to put food on the table and acquire food. Is all about that kind of education you get and in whatever field. The essence is for you to be able to put food on the table so that is security. So you could decide to you know in compass  food in this way.

I: your question equally meant you are expected to know our own              what we do. As I said last time, one of the way, I grew up in a typically rural setting and my own way is that we have depended all our life on farming and I still believe that we cannot separate ourselves from it but my parents are already too old so they are on their own, they can’t farm again because I don’t expect my father above a hundred to be going to the farm and doing…. So the only thing, I have one of my elder sisters I send money to her she pays people to do the farming and she pays people to do the harvesting and they get it home although very often the harvesting is just a king of village collective people. They help her get the food to the house, so because we’ve never being use to buying food in our house except something like rice, we produce our food and we make sure we consume all year run. So what I barely do, I send money to keep up doing this farming and all that  they should continue in order that they should have constant food on their table.

M: Mr E please I will like to  get your own site of the story

I: how do you ensure the ennyui

E: I think the trend is normal sending money to them

M: regularly

T: the question of why we think there is food insecurity in Cameroon. Last time we talk about this, we mentioned the rise firm cocoa board, the closure of this you know, this institution that makes sure  ehhhh 

M: Can you name them.

T: theses were regional institions. Theses were institiutions that were regionally related to make sure that there were sustainability  in whatever food production these regions had. We could throw more light on that.

M: Ya. So we talk about government now.

E: the government use to you see, I mean a variety. There is one called WADA ( Wum Area Development Authority) ,there one called UNDV Ndop, ya Upper Noun Valley Development Authority. They used to produce rice. They used to be SODERIM around Sancho, they used to be marketing board eh which also promote farmers particularly cocoa farmers, cocoa and coffee farmers. So these are institutions that were encporaging the state to help you know at regional level

E: we used to have community eh institution, Santa Coffee Estate

M:  ok eem

E: Based in Santa which is also good

T: these institutions were just lrft to die a some natural dealth. I don’t think there is any such even the one that is left now. Even the one that they are just on

E: paper lke SODEFAO, MIDENO. They are just on paper 

( 9) T:there is one that was sponsoring council when tnhey embezzle money.

E: FEICOM

T: but that was just to finance council projects not farmers.

M: so eh, you guys name some ofd the efforts the government made in the past. Have you guys, do you have any idea of what they are doing at moment. What the government is doing? What, how do they relate to food crisis or food insecurity?

T:  Basically,  I don’t know what the government  is doing, 

E:  Clash of opinion (so many talking).

B: it comes across like needless to even bother to know. Because if at all there is then its just to satisfy

E: they are on papers; like Medeno.

B: its only on paper Mainly the Bretton wood institution. To me, its just like a to camouflage that they are actually trying to do something but whereas, they are not doing something. Because usually what  they do is they have it running up and                   . it’s a name, they have an office buy when you get in , 1 or 2  lousy ladies who sits in the name of secretaries and whatsoever and they  can never actually render  

services to the public. Most often you get to these offices, they are either err   phone calls, discussing or cracking egusi or doing something that has nothing to do with why they are there. It’s even annoying to think that these are of the state.

T: I think there is a reason why government is very negligent about the development of its own people. With the introduction of SAP and the coming of NGOs and then these multinationals institutions, the development likes the World Bank and IMF

: the Bretton wood institutions

T: continues. Ya. The Britton wood institution deciding to work with, they introduce trhe idea of  the NGOs     , decided to work through NGOs to help bring development you know across the board. Killed government initiative and efforts towards helping its own people. Government in the past used to get money directly from this Britton wood institutions but now they changed their formation on grounds that government was embezzling this money. And then started getting to people through NGOs. But thde NGOs are no better. So that is why the situation is beyond kind of repairs.

B: that is  a fact.

T: continues : so you see, this is one of the reasons that government is kind of negligent about it. (n noise with plates) giving the fact that there is the existence of NGOs that are directly linked to or that are a direct liaison between the people and this Bretton Wood institution. So like one of the reasons why you get these institutions doing worse. Because like one of my collegues said most NGOs are struggling to feed their own stomach.

B: I think it is a fact what T just said byt we need to look at that proclaimation from the surface level.it comes across that like the britton hood institution are squarely to be blame for the dilapidating stage of thing out tghere. But to me,  it comes down to categorically to an irresponsible government. Yes the Britton hood put in place the state of NGOs because they did not have state effective management of funds they send to government. That is great and by putting in place or by introducing NGOs, they did not stop government from collecting taxes from the masses, right?  Before that is what happened, the government collect taxes, it has the responsibility to judiciously managed it funds and provide basic amenities to its prople. That is the basic working theory which so far has been abused by the government that we have in Cameroon. So its falls back squarely to an irresponsible  government and that is the major reason why things are the way they are today. Because, yes, the money is no longer coming through them. But they are still collecting taxes which are being mismanaged as we all know. So, we are not supposed to because                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 that is what they are actually doing now.  No single project takes place in Cameroon. That is squarely funded by the government. It has to be the French government has, the Japanese, the World Bank has done, this organization has provided fund. The Chinese has done this. If you rely every major project of your own to be handed by foreigners, how then do you maintain your integrity. And how do you maintain this place you call yours. I mean if you have a house and you decide that for food to be on your table you have to depend on neighbor, you only have to wait when your neighbor have excess before you can eat. Of course you  are going to go hungry some days. This are things you don’t pledged into somebody hands, you have to do it by yourself. Yes people can come to help but it should be like you get aid 30 percent and do 70 percent by yourself. Then you can know you need help.

Most of the projects in Cameroon both water, pipe borne water and electricity. Every dawn major project you name them we know that is being funded by foreign organizations and this things don’t come for free. They talk of Chinese penetrating everywhere in Africa today and particularly so in Cameroon. The Chinese are not ready to give free money. We know that people say that they are better than the French but bear with me, we are going to pay dearly for that.

T: And again we demand them give another reason for food insecurity in Cameroon. Of course they are some  areas in Cameroon that have food in abundance but this food , but this food is unable to live to travel to these other areas where there  is no food,. Why? Because we lack the infrastructure

M: eeemm.

T: we even lack farm to market roads. So there is much food that get spolt in the farm  because these farmers are unable to bring them to all market and then I was watching this film on BBC and there was this journalist who left the Uk for Asia and his focus was China. He wanted to invest  I guess Chinese influence in you know in Africaa and he came across a Cameroonian business man based in China who deals on woods and one reason  this guy gave on why he would not want to invest in Cameroon is that , ok you invest in business in Cameroon today and then you want to take the woods from say Douala to Yaounde, you wont be able to do so. You wwill get one complain after another. The rails are not good. The trains are not ok. You know and then you get every thing I mean you get stagnated. So we  lack infrastructure. Man,

M:  so before  we go to efforts of NGOs, are you invariably saying that Ministries ofn agriculture, you name the rest are doing nothing?

T:  absolutely nothing. I mean ew grow up knowing about the Agriculture Show. I mean this was a forum for farmers to  come expose you know what there are up to. To come display

M: eeem

T: I mean the wealth of Cameroon agriculture. But this is all gone. Why? Government is not promoting these farmers anymore. I mean you get  I mean farmers in Africa  may be complaining that with  they cant compete with US farmers because US you know subsidized its farmers in a very big way why because they fund food, agriculture very important . then  European  farmers are unable to compete with them Or some European farmers complain that they can’t compete with Danish farmers because of the Dnish government subsidies. Danish farmers

B: its all about how cheap they produce these goods. If you produce cheaper than your neighbor, you are going to outsmart them from the market. So the case of agriculture shows for instance indicates that government. Its even so pathetic that we are talking about food insecurity today because we are so blessed.

B:  More than 60 percent of GNP of Cameroon was realized through farming. You understand. The country depends solely on agriculture just imagine  without touching petrol and all the minerals that are  being discovered today. Ya.

M: Ok n, now let’s talk about NGOS. So I will like to know from you what these NGOs , what , how and why. What NGOs have done in relation ( both national and international)  to food insecurity. U mentioned some…

T:  MacDonalds used to be the United State ambassador to Cameroon and eh. I don’t know if it’s a he or she  and eh now  MacDonnell is promoting food for education in Cameroon and eh and this does not limit them to giving food to student but in situations to teach schools on how to engage in farming and then from the yields, this student or children eat and get education and then grow to sustainable

M: Can you spell the name?

T: Food for Education Program in Cameroon. Presently I think they are finishing the program in Kumbo and they are moving over to the North. They want  to focus on   and then the program runs right now. I don’t know when but it runs in Cameroon. So its an NGO that is doing a lot. It ensure that they can feed people, get better education and  get a life of their own.

M: OK

T: it is an NGO that is doing something to see that food insecurity becomes a zero problem in <Cameroon and I think they are other NGOs too that are struggling. Concerning some statistics, I personally don’t know any. I gave you their contact last time.

M:ya , I got in touch with Mr. Bernard and then he asked me the information I need and I eh and I sent it to him and he has not replied. So maybe I was thinking of calling him……

M: Does any other person has something to say about NGO- national and international , what they do, why and how?  (Silence). The last thing I will like to find out from you is some of your suggestions as to how food insecurity can be resolved in Cameroon?

T: Promote agriculture. Besides promoting agriculture, nationally give out the land we have to multinationals. You don’t get land that is meant for subsistence for cash cropping. You get land that people depend on for their livelihood and you give to multinationals for them to use for what? And these lands that are leased out for, not I mean for almost nothing.

B: interrupts). I mean Heracles farm and the American. You have massive lands that are being given to them for a hundred  years. ( T interrupts) for bio fuels. When we need land

B: For generations will be wiped out  by this time, so the government have to revisit its decision in giving out these lands.

M: Ok.

B: And encourage Cameroonians to invest in agriculture. How? Remove some of the barriers.

T: Come up with the agricultural shows . also, extension services. You know government have to go back to that.

I: I just wanted to add that each and every party has a part to play. Students have to research on what can be done to get right onto the roots.

· 2. Publish them so that people who can read, they read and know what is happening. The government like they said, they need to take measures for food sovereignty. I don’t know whether you have or come across the concept of food sovereignty by doing your research because its very important and inseparable concept for food security.  Food sovereignty simply means that the government has to make sure what they have available can feed the population. Because if the government  cannot take that into consideration before selling  the land out, then it is not really good to its  population. So it needs to get straight the concept of food sovereignty to make sure that the available land that they have a produce food for the people. This equally goes to the government about the kinds of rules and laws which they have on land tenure ship that do not  favor especially the rural people that depend more only on the farm for cultivation of their food. Such that when the law like the 1974 law which simply state that any land that doesn’t not have land title is owned by the government besides that and because of that when the government wants to sell land or give multinationals that they talk about. Any land without land title, they just sell it. Whether people are farming there or not and they don’t compensate these people and yet even the process of getting a land title is in itself beyond the ability of the rural woman to do it. So the laws are not favorable for them in that  they still put for  for instance the land titles are  are absolutely impossible for them to get the land title. And  the government now turn to sell their land and when they sell their land like may be  one of my interviews talking with people, they tell you that 

· 1:either they have to travel kilo meters again to beg for farms in another area or they starve you. How some were like talking of the  beneficiaries of some charitable sisters who decided to take upon  the burden of asking the mothers and kids to be coming to eat in the convent because their lands was sold. So this are the consequences. So government needs to take into consideration the needs of the people. On the other part of the people too, they equally needs to consider their priority. Is it rural exodus at all cost or should they stay back in the village. Then together with the people, the community, the NGOs and the government, they then need equally to develop activities that are going  to encourage eh rural development such that the people of the rural areas  can equally find joy being in their villages and then having income generating activities that can help them and sustain them and put enough food , good food on their table. Such that they will one day be food secured because being food secure doesn’t mean that the only  have what to eat but maybe just eating maize everyday cannot comlete that you are food secure.

B; so its so unfair on this rural inhabitants because if you look like if you cannot  decide like ok, if you take of the southwest Province, I mean they are so many Demonte or Cameroon Development Cooperation ( CDC) and other. If you take the case of tea, you know example like Nda Warra, this is so much land that the locals that is being sacrificed. Look at the tea plantation, he plant a whole area of tea. This is land that the locals could have been cultivating for their own consumption but it has been occupied by the multinational company. Now you expect that they have given up their land, at least this will give them jobs working on this plantation but if you look at the working condition and what they get as pay working  in these plantations .its so miserable. I have had neighbors while I was living in Cameroon working in Denonte . They wake up ast 5 o’clock to 4,3o actually because they are supposed to get  in to the truck pick them up at 5am to get them to the farm. He comes back home to his house at 7 o’clock because they are dropped of at 6: 30 . He gets home at 7 o’clock. He has spent the whole day outside  working. For how much| 25,000 CFA a month. Then he has kids. So what do government help because they have sold their land to whoever. They don’t have lands to grow crops. Of course, the most                                                                                                                                                                                                        of these people   would have happily preferred to farm on their own private piece of land, grow their own food and sell them, and takr excess to the markrt. The land is not there, They are biond  to work in tjhese plantations and what they pay them? 

T:interrupts). The authorities of these companies.

B : its so pathetic.

E: continues. At the same time, like the case of Demonte you have just mentioned of. In this way, they are a kind of , eh food store even their  promises. There the farmers they have the right to borrow rice and everything.

C: interrupts. So at the end of the month, their salaries are cut. they continue at the end of the month, you pay all those things.  (Laughter) and they said, they give you. I have seen some, I have seen one with a pay slip of minus 1500 or 500 frs CFA.

T: the government have to reverse its land appropriates policies.

B: these  are the things the government have to really revise but you know…..

T: you know and make sure…..

B: this is selfishness….

T: selfishness, now there was this case mentioned of this same Ndahwarra. In our village, you know, this guy comes he takes away lands from individuals either forcefully with backing up of top government officials or you know legally he takes away land that is meant for subsistence from people and then he cultivates crops that he is selling abroad, then I interrupts

               I: people don’t eat the food, people don’t eat the crop. Now they have to travel miles, hundreds   

Of miles.

M: EMM

T: tens and tens of kilometers to go beg for lands to farm for subsistence. Government have to look into this in the village and land appropriation, and there is this economic concept  that requires government to buy excess and then store it, when there is …….

E: the buffer stock.

T: the buffer stock scheme.

E: I don collapse.

B: it collapse under Ahidjo.

T: government have to when there is excess. We just talk about this phenomenon. When you go to the urban market you find a lot of waste, this waste is what government should have bought over and then store in good facilities and then bring them out in the market to help the people (others talking), but that, government can go back to that policy and then it’s going to help a lot, the buffer stock theme, if government goes back to that. Go to the market, buy the excess from those people. I mean store them in very good facilities. We lack storage. How can we lack storage? If government comes up with this storage facilities, get this excess and then bring them back to the market. You know when there is deficiency or whatever they call it. You understand, it’s going to help solve the problem.

M: please I was waiting. Before I forget, it’s just came to my mind, some of the constraint that diasporas faced in relating to food insecurity, like some of the challenges, difficulties like education for growth and development for a start or individually?

T: ok, we are not an NGO yet, we are struggling from within our own means to help. Now we have a constrain for example (somebody coughs). It’s difficult for us to get an expert to get down there and to I mean on the ground and then teach this people on some proper farming methods. Because we need to pay a lot of money. Our purpose right now is on giving them proper education. This formal education they get from school, but if we have to hire someone to go directly and maybe give them some farming, you know school them in to some proper farming methods right now, it becomes very difficult. That is a challenge but we cannot afford.  We need to bring this expert from the rural areas not from the cities to the rural areas. You need to accommodate this person and take care of their feeding, its expensive, I mean its so much money because I mean they don’t see how they will maybe abandon their job you know, that fetches them so much money and then come to the you know rural areas for a short period of while, they can’t compromise the job they have for that kind of a thing. Irrespective of how much money you even give them. It becomes difficult even if you have the money to evn give them to do that. It becomes difficult for them because they won’t.

( continue from behind p 13)/                                                                                                                               

M: please eh before I forget, it just came to my mind, I just wanted to find out some of the contraints that diasporas faced in relating to food security, continue from p. 14 

T: They can’t compromise the job they have for that kind of a thing irrespective of how much money you have you even give them. It becomes difficult even if you have the money to even give them to do that, it becomes difficult for them ,because they won’t  be able to come. it’s a short term thing

B: I want to look at it but not from the point of view of an organization that we are. As an individual in the diaspora because before becoming a member of EDG, we still individually sponsor   cases back home to put food on the table. I think one major problem that I have faced and I think everyone here is trust on those out there. There is a problem of trust   because the whole idea is, repatriating money back home to help alleviate poverty in one way or the other. May be to start a petit business or help family members to start petit trade that is going to food on his table so that they won’t come every   time come back to you  every September that oh my kids help me buy school uniform so you say ok I will send you 5 hundred thousands to start a petit business but the problem most often is many people are not transparent  with us because they is still that believe that 

T: Interrupted maybe because they have so many problems.

B continues.  That we make it very easy out here. That is the conception they have that we make it very easy out here  because we regularly send money out there. We get it hard. So there is this problem of honesty and trust on the other side that we really cant count on. but still we are dealing with what we are. But if they could be more  honesty and transparency from the receiver of these funds that we send things will be much better. Because if you send somebody But 5 hundred thousand to start business and you know very well that this 5 humdred thousands by the end of the year     to a millionT; but sometimes it not only about them misusing the money.

M: Thank you very much for the providing the time to participate in this discussion
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