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Abstract		
The	thesis	examines	how	the	Danish	public	and	political	debate	regarding	repatriation	of	

Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol	is	

influenced	by	the	‘war	on	terror’.	The	research	question	is	inspired	by	Judith	Butler’s	(2010)	

notion	on	how	war	framing	forces	public	communication	into	an	antagonistic	distinction	

between	‘grieveable’	and	‘ungrieveable’	lives.	The	empirical	study	is	based	on	Michel	

Foucault’s	(1978)	analytical	method	‘eventalization’,	in	which	the	researcher	delimits	the	

debate	into	a	singular	‘event’	in	order	to	isolate	elements,	their	internal	relations	and	their	

contextual	relations.	In	this	study,	the	event	constitutes	the	period	from	March	2019	till	

October	2021,	in	which	the	examination	concentrates	on	two	empirical	representations:	a	

parliament	debate	and	a	selected	sample	of	news	coverage	published	in	the	three	major	

Danish	dailies	Politiken,	Berlingske	and	Ekstra	Bladet.	The	examination	finds	a	debate	in	

which	the	‘war	on	terror’	frames	and	shapes	the	argumentation	into	antagonistic	positions,	

where	the	Danish	women	are	deemed	ungrievable	and	the	Danish	children	are	framed	as	

innocent	victims	yet	potential	terrorists.	The	antagonistic	rationality	is	amplified	by	the	

Danish	context,	which	bears	similarities	to	what	Michel	Foucault’s	(1976)	characterizes	as	the	

‘biopolitical	society’.	The	biopolitical	society	is	orientated	towards	the	group	rather	than	the	

individual	and	has	its	main	focus	on	the	survival	and	optimization	of	the	population.	In	this	

perspective	the	Danish	women	(and	potentially	the	Danish	children)	are	seen	as	a	threat	to	

society.	Immanent	to	this	mind-set	is	a	hierarchical	prioritization	between	groups	of	the	

population,	between	those	that	contribute	and	those	that	weaken	Society.	This	is	actualized	in	

the	differentiation	between	Danish	and	Muslim	culture	in	the	debate.	Furthermore	biopolitics,	

being	orientated	towards	the	future,	is	connected	to	the	technology	of	risk	management	on	an	

operational	level.	As	a	result,	future	abstractions	(risks)	are	presented	as	facts	in	the	debate,	

which	legitimize	deeming	the	Danish	children	potential	future	threats.	What	Butler	labels	“to	

frame	the	frame”	thus	turned	the	event	into	an	iron	cage	with	a	limited	space	for	alternative	

arguments.	Due	to	the	theoretical	and	methodological	framework	of	the	study	the	results	

from	the	study	cannot	be	generalized.	The	thesis	contributes,	however,	with	an	insight	into	

how	frames	that	frame	enable	certain	paths	and	limit	others.	Thereby	it	offers	a	research	

approach,	which	might	be	applied	to	other	events	and	framings,	when	the	ambition	is	to	

uncover	what	influences	a	debate	as	taken-for-granted.	
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1.	Introduction	
On	May	the	18th	2021	the	Danish	government	announced	that	three	Danish	women	and	their	

total	of	14	children	would	be	repatriated	from	the	Kurdish	controlled	refugee	camps	Al-Roj	

and	Al-Hol	in	northeast	Syria,	which	hold	assumed	supporters	of	the	Islamic	State	(IS)	

(Outzen,	2021)1.	In	the	months	up	until	the	government’s	announcement,	Danish	media	

covered	the	political	debate	and	decision-making	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	

and	children	intensely	(appendix	A).		

	

I	felt	deeply	uncomfortable	as	I	followed	this	debate	unfold	in	the	Danish	media.	The	pictorial	

descriptions	of	IS’s	brutal	self-declared	caliphate,	the	violent	conflict	and	strict	religious	law	

enforcement	scared	me.	And	the	dangerous,	rough	accounts	from	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol	evoked	a	

mix	of	fear	and	sympathy:	initially,	for	the	children	caught	in	the	camps.	Besides	my	own	

personal	experience,	the	debate	affected	the	Danish	public.	The	foundation	of	the	advocacy	

group	Repatriate	the	Children	Denmark	(RTC,	2020),	a	citizen	proposal	for	parliament	with	

the	intention	of	bringing	the	children	home	to	Denmark	(Borgerforlag.dk,	2021),	and	

demonstrations	in	favour	of	repatriation	of	the	children	(Altinget,	2020)	are	evidence	of	

Danish	citizens,	who	felt	a	need	to	act.		

	

During	a	parliament	debate	on	Marts	the	2nd	2021	(The	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128),	the	

parliament	elected	parties	seemingly	agreed	that	the	situation	of	the	Danish	children	in	

question	is	tragic,	and	that,	ideally,	the	Danish	children	shouldn’t	stay	detained	in	the	Syrian	

refugee	camps.	Nevertheless,	the	elected	parliament	parties	disagreed	on	whether	the	

children	should	or	could	be	repatriated.	The	disagreement	is	centred	on	the	affiliation	

between	mother	and	child	(this	dilemma	will	be	addressed	in	more	detail	on	page	27,	in	

chapter	5	The	Departure	of	the	Event:	The	Dilemma	of	Kinship).	From	accounts	in	the	

parliament	debate	(The	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128),	the	Danish	women	are	considered	

terrorists.	As	terrorists,	the	Danish	women	are	perceived	as	posing	a	threat	to	national	

																																																								
1	This	political	decision	leaves	three	mothers,	who	had	their	Danish	citizenship	withdrawn	after	the	adoption	of	
L	38	Bill	amending	Danish	citizenship	and	the	Aliens	Act	(deprivation	of	foreign	fighters’	citizenship)	(The	
Danish	Parliament,	2019),	and	their	total	of	five	children	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol	(National	
Board	of	Social	Services,	2021).	
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security,	which	mean	that	they	are	unwanted	on	Danish	ground.	Therefore,	the	questions	

raised	in	the	debate	address	issues	of	security:	Do	the	mothers	constitute	a	terror	threat	

towards	Denmark?	Is	it	possible	to	repatriate	the	children	without	their	mothers?	Will	the	

children	pose	a	terror	threat	in	the	future?	Are	the	children	radicalized	at	this	point	in	time?	

Will	they	be	radicalized,	if	they	stay	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps?	Simplified,	the	parliament	

parties	divide	in	two:	for	and	against	repatriation.	More	specific:	those	parties	who	are	willing	

to	repatriate	the	children	and	their	mothers	despite	the	possible	security	threat,	and	those	

parties	who	accept	the	tragedy	of	leaving	the	children	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps,	as	they	

refuse	to	repatriate	the	Danish	women,	who	are	considered	a	threat.		

	

The	political	decision-making	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	has	

been	categorized	as	‘security	politics’,	due	to	the	fear	of	terrorism	(Høj,	2021:3).	For	more	than	

two	decades,	the	‘war	on	terror’	has	been	part	of	Western	consciousness.	It	was	in	the	

aftermath	of	the	terror	attack	on	the	Twin	Towers	in	New	York	on	September	11th	2001,	

former	president	of	the	United	State,	George	W.	Bush,	declared	war	on	terror	(Bush,	2001:68).	

The	9/11-terror	attack	and	the	‘war	on	terror’	were	epoch	making.	The	French	postmodern	

philosopher	and	sociologist	Jean	Baudrillard,	wrote	the	essay	The	Spirit	of	Terrorism	(2002).	

In	his	essay,	he	predicted	the	influence	of	this	specific	event:	

	

With	 the	attacks	on	 the	World	Trade	Center	 in	New	York,	we	might	even	be	

said	to	have	before	us	the	absolute	event,	 the	 ‘mother’	of	all	events,	 the	pure	

event	uniting	within	itself	all	the	events	that	have	never	taken	place.	(2002:	4)	

	

As	Baudrillard	suggested,	the	9/11-terror	attack	shaped	our	perception	of	terrorism.	This	

specific	event	is	crucial	for	the	understanding	of	terrorism	and	its	effects	and	implications	in	

Western	culture	today.		

	

As	I	shall	illuminate	in	this	master	thesis,	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children,	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	is	permeated	by	a	notion	of	

terrorism.	With	Baudrillard	in	mind,	I	will	argue	that	this	notion	of	terrorism	is	derived	from	

the	‘war	on	terror’.		
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Within	critical	terrorism	studies,	there	is	not	a	single	agreed	definition	of	terrorism.	

Nevertheless,	the	concept	of	terrorism	is	frequently	referred	to	in	media	and	policymaking	as	

though	there	is.	Timothy	Shanahan	(2016)	addresses	this	dilemma.	In	his	examination	of	

terrorism	definitions,	Shanahan	provides	yet	another	provisional	definition,	but	as	Shanahan	

concludes:		

	

(…)	the	adoption	of	a	definition	of	the	“terrorism”	does	not	negate	the	value	of	

research	 directed	 at	 understanding	 how	 and	 why	 the	 “terrorism”	 label	 is	

applied	in	ways	that	serve	particular	political	interests.	(2016:	111)	

	

According	to	Shanahan,	a	single,	agreed	definition	would	not	change	the	fact	that	the	

terrorism	label	serves	political	interests.	As	political	interests	differ	from	case	to	case,	the	

effects	of	the	notion	of	terrorism	in	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	is	not	pre-given,	but	will	have	to	be	unfolded.		

	

Bush,	however,	also	declared	“war”	on	terrorism.	Whereby	he	also	instituted	a	space	of	

possible	attitudes	and	actions	around	the	concept	of	terrorism.	Therefore,	it	is	interesting	to	

examine	how	the	notion	of	war	and	terrorism	conditions	and	affects	the	argumentation	in	this	

particular	debate.		

1.1 Aim	and	Research	Question		
In	this	project,	I	wish	to	bring	attention	to	the	effects	of	the	notion	of	war	on	terrorism	in	the	

public	and	political	debate	regarding	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	

refugee	camps	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol.	This	motivation	has	shaped	the	research	question	of	this	

thesis:	

How	does	the	‘war	on	terror’	frame	the	arguments	on	repatriation		

in	the	public	and	political	debate	regarding	the	Danish	women	and	children		

detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol?	
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1.2 Clarification	of	Concepts	
The	research	question	focuses	on	the	arguments	regarding	the	question	of	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps.	Concentrating	on	the	

arguments	empathize	the	idea	of	speech	as	actively	producing	and	serving	of	interests	(cf.	

Shanahan,	2016).	I	would	argue	that	the	arguments	are	directly	linked	to	the	Danish	women	

and	children’s	possibility	for	repatriation,	as	the	arguments	are	put	forward	to	influence	the	

political	decision-making	on	the	matter.	Therefore,	the	arguments	have	crucial	implications	

for	what	lives	the	Danish	women	and	children	in	question	are	facing.		

	

Furthermore,	the	focus	on	the	arguments	allows	me	to	approach	what	is	said	in	the	public	and	

political	debate,	which	permits	a	post-structural	theoretical	position	and	a	theoretical	main	

focus	on	the	ideas	of	discourse	and	framing.	The	theoretical	position	will	be	elaborated	in	

chapter	2	Theoretical	position:	Post-structuralism	on	page	8.		

	

Due	to	Baudrillard	(2002)	and	his	characteristic	of	the	9/11-terror	attack	as	determining	for	

the	current	Western	world	perception	of	terrorism,	I	choose	to	make	reference	to	the	

subsequent	‘war	on	terror’	in	my	research	question.	This	reference	to	the	‘war	on	terror’	

should	be	understood	as	a	Western	world	perception	of	terrorism	as	a	war	against	Islam	

(elaborated	in	chapter	4	The	West/Islam-Relation	as	Context	on	page	23).	The	link	between	

war	and	terror	makes	Judith	Butler’s	(2010)	work	Frames	of	War	ideal	as	entry	to	the	

examination	of	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children,	in	which	terrorism	holds	a	seemingly	decisive	role.	Moreover,	war	framing	in	the	

debate	seems	an	expected	effect	of	the	military	intervention	against	IS,	in	which	Danish	

military	participated	(motion	of	resolution	B	123,	The	Danish	Parliament,	2014).	

	

Besides	being	Butler’s	main	concept	in	Frames	of	War,	applying	framing	as	analytical	concept	

in	the	research	question	seems	ideal	due	to	its	association	to	the	field	of	media	and	

communication.	As	my	interest	lays	in	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	the	obvious	(publicly	

available)	data	material	is	predominantly	drawn	from	the	media-coverage	(this	will	be	

elaborated	in	chapter	3	Methodology	on	page	15).	Furthermore,	according	to	Baudrillard	
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(2002),	media	plays	a	crucial	role	when	addressing	matters	of	terrorism.	Baudrillard	claims	

that	“(…)	‘terrorism	would	be	nothing	without	the	media’	(…)”	(2002:	31).	He	hereby	means	

that	the	exposure	of	the	images	of	terror	is	part	of	the	terror-strategy,	which	serves	to	

multiply	the	terror	to	infinity	(Baudrillard,	2002:	27).	Similar,	Butler’s	framing	concept	

derives	from	the	idea	of	war	photography	as	an	instrument	in	warfare	(Butler,	2010:	x).	

Addressing	the	concept	of	terrorism	according	to	Baudrillard	or	war	according	to	Butler,	the	

media	coverage	and	the	exposure	of	images	are	perceived	as	having	a	central	role.	Media	

comes	to	function	as	a	common	denominator	between	the	concepts	of	war	and	terrorism,	and	

the	relevant	date	material	available	in	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps.	In	this	context,	it	seems	

natural	to	apply	a	media-term	as	framing	in	the	research	question.		

	

Framing	will	in	this	project	be	understood	according	to	Butler’s	conceptualization,	as	she	

presents	framing	in	Frames	of	War	(2010).	Butler	claims	that	reality	is	always	framed,	which	

means	that	realty	is	always	portrayed	to	present	a	certain	vision	of	reality.	This	means	that	

decision-making	always	takes	place	within	a	frame	(Butler,	2010:	xiii).	As	a	consequence	of	

accepting	Butler’s	premise,	the	debate	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	is	inevitably	framed.	I	shall	elaborate	on	Butler’s	

framing	concept	in	section	2.3	Framing	on	page	10.		

1.3 Ethic	Considerations		
I	feel	the	need	to	address	the	ethical	consideration	of	including	other	people’s	miseries	as	an	

object	of	study.	Following	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	

and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	I	have	experienced	how	easily	one	forgets	that	

the	debate	is	discussing	and	influencing	actual	human	lives.	The	human	lives	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children,	who	find	themselves	in	what	is	broadly	agreed	as	a	dangerous	

environment	threatening	the	inhabitants’	health	and	well-being	in	camps	where	people	go	

missing	or	are	killed	(appendix	E).	As	others	in	the	public	debate	have	pointed	out,	the	

situation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	have	become	a	pawn	in	a	political	game,	which	

does	not	necessarily	favour	or	even	concern	their	situation.	The	Danish	women	and	children	

have	in	certain	aspects	of	the	debate,	been	assigned	a	symbolic	status,	which	distracts	from	
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the	fact,	that	the	debate	has	decisive	implications	for	the	lives	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	(Nielsen,	2021:	12).		

	

With	this	study	of	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children,	I,	among	others,	wish	to	address	this	indignation.	As	mentioned	in	the	introduction,	

the	public	and	political	debate	has	fostered	emotional	motivated	reactions	in	favour	of	

repatriation.	Naturally,	there	are	contrary	interests	in	the	public	and	political	debate,	in	which	

a	varying	degree	of	harsh	rhetoric	and	judgement	are	presented.	In	respect	to	the	lives	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children,	it	is	important	to	investigate	where	the	arguments	–	and	

especially	the	patronizing	arguments	–	originate.	I	hope	this	examination	can	help	me	to	shed	

light	to	the	view	on	humanity	and	society,	that	the	debate	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	

represent,	hence	on	what	grounds	Danish	society	treat	the	women	and	children	in	question.	

Whether	or	not	these	Danish	women	are	guilty	of	crime,	treason	or	moral	wrongdoing	is	not	

the	issue	of	this	project.	The	central	matter	is	what	kind	of	discussion	and	judgement	of	our	

citizens	and	fellow	human	beings	we	as	society	allow	within	the	frame	of	‘war	on	terror’.		

	

As	this	project	examines	this	particular,	unique	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	

and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	it	will	not	give	a	universal	conclusion.	It	is	my	

intention	to	cause	awareness	to	the	reader,	and	present	the	public	and	political	debate	on	

repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	with	additional	nuances,	so	that	the	reader	

critically	can	reflect	upon	the	discussions	and	different	positions	and	interests	embedded	the	

debate.	Again,	the	motivation	is	the	respect	for	the	lives	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	

The	decision-making	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	in	question	

should	be	made	on	enlightened	grounds.	This	is	my	contribution.		

1.4	Operationalization		
The	following	thesis	will	unfold	as	follows:	Chapter	2	introduces	the	post-structural	

theoretical	position	of	the	thesis,	discourse	theory	as	a	theoretical	staring	point	and	Butler’s	

(2010)	(war)	framing	concept.	Chapter	3	elaborates	on	the	methodology:	The	analytical	

strategy	of	‘eventalization’	by	Michel	Foucault	(1978)	as	well	as	the	empirical	sampling	and	

processing.	Chapter	4	provides	a	contextualization	of	the	debate	rooted	in	the	relationship	

between	the	West	and	Islam.	Chapter	5	argues	for	the	‘dilemma	of	kinship’	between	the	Danish	
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women	and	children	being	the	cause	of	the	debate,	which	the	further	examination	takes	its	

departure	from.	The	framing	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	shall	be	analyzed	separately	

in	chapter	6	and	7	respectively.	Chapter	8	addresses	the	framing	of	the	debate,	in	which	the	

war	framing	shall	be	exhibited,	as	shall	a	biopolitical	framing	of	the	debate.	In	chapter	9	I	

discuss	the	credibility	of	the	findings	and	this	thesis’	contribution	to	the	field.	Finally	chapter	

10	provides	a	conclusion,	which	sums	up	the	findings	of	the	investigation	on	how	the	‘war	on	

terror’	frames	the	arguments	on	repatriation	in	the	public	and	political	debate	regarding	the	

Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps.		
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2.	Theoretical	Position:	Post-Structuralism		
In	this	chapter,	I	shall	reflect	upon	the	theoretical	position	of	post-structuralism,	which	

underpins	this	thesis’s	main	analytical	concept	of	framing	as	Butler	(2010)	presents	it	in	

Frames	of	War.	I	shall	start	by	giving	an	account	of	post-structuralism	as	philosophy	of	science	

and	how	it	differs	from	structuralism	(2.1).	A	shared	characteristic	between	the	two	

perspectives	is	the	productive	role	of	social	interactions.	Therefore,	I	shall	elaborate	on	

discourse	theory	(2.2)	in	accordance	with	Michel	Foucault’s	thoughts,	which	leads	me	to	the	

introduction	and	elaboration	of	Butler’s	(2010)	conceptualization	of	framing	(2.3).	

Additionally,	I	shall	introduce	her	concepts	of	grievability,	precariousness	and	recognition	

(2.3.1),	which	are	connected	and	are	related	to	Butler’s	discussions	of	life.	These	concepts	will	

be	referred	to	through	out	the	forthcoming	analysis	whenever	‘war	framing’	is	applied	to	the	

public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	

Syrian	refugee	camps.	Finishing	this	chapter,	I	shall	briefly	reflect	on	the	theoretical	

delimitation	or	most	common	critique	of	post-structuralism	(2.4).	

2.1	Structuralism	and	Post-Structuralism		
Structuralism	and	post-structuralism	operates	with	a	triangular	distinction	between	what	is	

termed	the	real,	the	imaginary	and	the	symbolic	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	13).	It	

is	social	interaction	in	terms	of	speech,	written	text,	etc.,	which	obtains	a	mediating	role	

between	the	real	and	the	imaginary	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	13-14).	It	is	

through	interaction,	that	we	create	representations	of	the	real,	simultaneously	

creating/recreating	the	real.	This	does	not	mean	that	the	physical	real	do	not	exist,	it	means	

that	the	physical	real	makes	sense	through	discourses	(Jørgensen	&	Phillips,	1999:	17).	The	

movement	from	the	real	to	the	imaginary	is	characterized	as	cognition,	whereas	the	

movement	from	imaginary	to	real	is	characterized	by	control	and	dominance.	This	movement	

introduce	the	aspect	of	power	within	this	particular	theoretical	position.	According	to	

structuralists	and	post-structuralists,	the	real	and	the	imaginary	merges	in	the	symbolic,	

which	constitute	the	foundation	of	the	social	real	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	13-

14)		

	

What	differentiates	the	two	approaches	is,	that	structuralism	recognises	the	symbolic	domain	

as	a	space,	which	can	be	structured	within	an	order	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	15).	
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This	means	that	structuralists	have	a	fundamental	idea	of	hidden	and	controlling	structures,	

which	are	to	be	found	underneath	the	visible	(Andersen,	2003:	2).	Post-structuralism	sees	the	

symbolic	domain	as	a	space	of	continuous	unrest	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	15).	

Consequently,	post-structuralism	is	concentrated	on	the	situatedness	of	the	singular,	as	

structures	are	perceived	as	temporal	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	12).		

2.2	Discourse	Theory		
With	a	post-structural	perspective,	understanding	the	dynamics	of	discourses	is	relevant	to	

the	examination	of	a	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	as	discourses	are	determining	for	sense-making	

(Jørgensen	&	Phillips,	1999:	17).	The	French	historian	and	philosopher	Michel	Foucault	is	

frequently	referred	to	as	post-structuralist,	as	his	entire	position	is	developed	within	a	

structuralist	environment.	He	has	on	several	occasions	stated,	that	he	did	not	wish	to	create	a	

school	of	thought	(Andersen,	2003:	2-3).	Instead,	Foucault	is	associated	with	an	analytical	

approach:	the	discourse	analysis.		

	

Traditional	linguistic	theory	concentrated	on	the	formal	structures	of	the	language.	From	this	

tradition	developed	discourse	theory,	which	turned	its	focus	towards	the	operation	of	the	

spoken	language	(Bredsdorff,	2002:	11).	With	Foucault’s	terminology,	focus	is	on	“practices”	

(Foucault,	1978:	225).	Within	discourse	theory,	the	spoken	is	understood	as	a	social	activity	

producing	social	conditions	(Bredsdorff,	2002:	11).	This	means	that	discourses	are	

understood	as	always	produced	and	producing,	under	constant	disruption,	and	in	constant	

processes	of	legitimization,	which	all	denotes	the	post-structural	idea	of	the	singular’s	

situatedness	and	space	of	continuous	unrest	(Esmark,	Laustsen	and	Andersen,	2014).		

	

As	a	discourse	analyst,	Foucault	is	often	associated	with	critical	societal	analyses	on	issues	of	

state,	power,	discipline,	and	law	(Bredsdorff,	2002:	34).	Professor	in	political	management,	

Niels	Åkerstrøm	Andersen	(2003)	describes	the	aim	of	Foucault’s	discursive	strategy	as:		

	

He	 [Foucault]	 challenges	 individual	 will	 and	 reason	 by	 showing	 how	 every	

utterance	is	an	utterance	within	a	specific	discourse	to	which	certain	rules	of	

acceptability	apply.	(2003:	3)		
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This	means,	that	discourses	should	be	understood	as	the	shared,	yet	movable,	horizon,	which	

enables	what	is	said	to	signal	the	same	to	the	participants	of	the	discourse	(Bredsdorff,	2002:	

12).		

	

Accepting	the	premise,	that	discourses	condition	what	is	acceptable	and	possible,	they	also	

regulate	the	adverse:	they	exclude	by	determining	what	is	not	acceptable,	and	what	is	not	

possible.	This	means	that	speech	is	never	neutral,	and	in	particular	Foucault	criticises	the	

humanities	and	social	science	as	inseparable	from	moralising	projects;	hence	they	produce	

regimes	of	knowledge	and	truth,	which	regulate	behaviour	(Andersen,	2003:	3).	The	idea,	that	

all	objects	we	relate	to	are	produced	by/in	discourses,	means	that	all	objects	we	relate	to	are	

controlled	by	discourses.	To	Foucault,	power	is	an	omnipresent	productive	factor	(Andersen,	

2003:	3).	As	an	effect	of	this	approach,	discourse	analysis	is	often	used	as	a	tool	to	reveal	

hegemonic	discourses	(Bredsdorff,	2002:	13).	

	

Foucault’s	work	is	rather	unsystematic,	which	makes	it	is	challenging	to	draw	a	coherent	

discourse	methodology	from	his	work	(Andersen,	2003:	2).	In	accordance	with	his	

archaeological	discourse	analysis,	statements	are	the	smallest	unit	of	the	discourse,	and	the	

discourse	is	the	final,	actually	delimited	body	of	related	statements.	As	a	post-structuralist,	

discourses	should	not	be	understood	as	structures	of	statements.	Rather,	they	should	be	

understood	as	networks	in	which	statements	become	meaningful	(Andersen,	2003:	8).	This	

means	that	Foucault’s	discourse	analysis	uncovers	how	statements	are	connected.	A	

Foucauldian	perspective	shall	in	this	project	focus	on	how	statements	in	the	public	and	

political	debate	on	repatriation	are	connected,	and	open	to	critical	questions	about	discursive	

assumptions.	To	ask	why	the	argumentations	in	the	debate	are	accepted,	I	shall	draw	on	Judith	

Butler’s	framing-concept.		

2.3	Framing		
As	with	discourses,	framing	is	a	determining	factor	of	how	experiences,	situations,	arguments,	

etc.,	are	received	and	perceived.	Within	media	and	communication	research,	framing	

addresses	the	process	of	selection	and	highlighting	of	elements,	which	creates	meaning	to	

events,	hence	influence	the	recipient.	Framing	reflects	political	strategic	interest	(Hjarvard,	
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2015:	57-58)	and	stresses	the	underlying	assumption	rooted	in	discourse	theory;	that	speech	

is	never	neutral	(Andersen,	2003:	3).		

	

In	Judith	Butler’s	(2010)	work	Frames	of	war,	where	she	explicitly	reflects	upon	photography,	

she	applies	the	concept	of	framing.	With	this	concept,	she	suggests	that	frames	are	always	

present	with	the	effect	of	accentuating	certain	visions	of	reality:	

	

The	 frame	 does	 not	 simply	 exhibit	 reality,	 but	 actively	 participates	 in	 a	

strategy	of	 containment,	 selectively	producing	and	enforcing	what	will	 count	

as	reality.	(…)	the	frame	is	always	throwing	something	away,	always	keeping	

something	out,	always	de-realizing	and	de-legitimating	alternative	versions	of	

reality	(…)	(Butler,	2010:	xiii)	

	

The	frame	has	an	inside	and	an	outside	that	determines,	what	is	visible	as	reality	and	what	is	

not.	As	an	effect,	the	frame	implicitly	guides	the	interpretation	of	what	is	framed	(Butler,	

2010:	8).	The	framing	constitutes	a	given	perspective,	which	draws	on	perception	(what	do	

one	see)	and	affect	(what	do	one	feel).	Affects	understood	as	those	bodily	emotions	(pleasure,	

rage,	suffering,	hope,	etc.),	which	foster	responsiveness	(Butler,	2010:	34).	According	to	

Butler,	what	is	seen	as	reality	and	evaluated	to	be	just	or	unjust	is	registered	by	the	senses	

(Butler,	2010:	xv-xvi).	As	accounted	for	in	the	introduction,	the	affects	of	the	public	and	

political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syria	were	

evident	in	an	intensive	media-coverage	and	activist	initiatives	advocating	for	repatriation.	The	

debate	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	addresses	exactly	this	

normative	evaluation	of	just	and	unjust.		

	

Derived	from	a	post-structural	perspective,	Butlers’	frames	should	not	be	understood	as	

static.	Just	like	discourses,	the	frames	are	constantly	challenged	and	negotiated	by	what	is	

outside	the	frame	(Butler,	2010:	8),	which	also	means,	that	they	are	temporal	expressions	of	

singularities.	Another	parallel	between	Foucault’s	thoughts	on	discourses	and	Butler’s	

framing	concept	is	the	aim	of	questioning	what	is	taken	for	granted	when	framed.	According	

to	Butler,	this	breaking	of	the	frame	might	expose	an	orchestrating	design,	in	which	an	

authority	sought	to	control	the	framed	(Butler,	2010:	12).	Like	Foucault’s	discourses,	framing	
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is	therefore	permeated	by	politics	and	positions	of	power	(Butler,	2010:	1).	That	said,	the	

exercise	of	power	though	framing	can	be,	but	is	not	necessarily,	intentional	(Butler,	2010:	74).	

Foucault	and	Butler	furthermore	agree	that	the	discourses	with	their	horizons	and	subject	

positions	are	shaped	by	their	contemporary	context,	which	the	individual	cannot	escape	

(Foucault,	1982:	327;	Butler:	2010:	2).		

	

As	it	appears,	discourses	and	framing	share	characteristics,	in	which	the	foundation	is	the	

conception	of	spoken	language	as	practise.	The	two	differ	as	to	the	level	on	which	they	

operate:	where	Foucault’s	version	of	discourses	is	occupied	with	the	distribution	of	

statements	within	a	discursive	network,	which	makes	the	discourses	meaningful	(Andersen,	

2003:	8),	Butler’s	(2010)	concept	of	framing	is	oriented	towards	the	effects	of	a	specific	

structuration	of	the	discourse,	what	war	does	to	the	discourse.		

	

Accepting	Butler’s	claim	that	reality	is	always	portrayed,	which	influence	the	experience	of	

reality	(Butler,	2010:	xiii),	the	debate	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	

refugee	camps	shall	be	approached	as	framed.	The	framing	determines	what	we	see	and	

conditions	our	possible	interpretations.	In	other	words,	it	explains	why	statements	are	

accepted.		

2.3.1	Life,	Grievability,	Precariousness	and	Recognition		
In	accordance	with	Butler,	not	just	reality	but	life	it	self	shall	always	be	understood	as	

conditioned	by	frames,	which	determine	and/or	maintain	life	(Butler,	2010:	23).	This	

increases	the	severity	of	framing,	as	it	has	directly	implications	for	actual	lives;	in	this	

particular	investigation	the	lives	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	

camps.		

	

In	Frames	of	War,	Butler	(2010)	asks:	“What	is	a	life?”	(Butler,	2010:	1).	In	her	discussion	of	

life,	Butler	operates	with	an	ontology	of	the	body	as	a	social	ontology.	What	she	means	is,	

firstly;	there	is	no	life	without	the	body,	and	secondly;	to	be	a	body,	means	to	be	exposed	to	

social	crafting.	Therefore	the	“I”	is	always	more	or	less	a	“we”	(Butler,	2010:	3).	Butler	makes	

this	epistemological,	as	it	is	not	possible	to	discuss	and	define	life	in	itself.	Life	is	ontologically	

as	social	construct.	What	life	is	can	be	discussed	and	defined,	which	indicates	that	lives	are	
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differentiated.	According	to	Butler,	this	differentiation	reacts	to	the	framing	(Butler,	2010:	1-

3).	Butler	introduces	the	concept	of	grievability	in	order	to	describe	how	life	is	socially	

defined.	She	operates	with	a	distinction	between	lives	as	grievable	and	ungrievable:	

	

Without	grievability,	there	is	no	life,	or	rather,	there	is	something	living	that	is	

other	than	life.	Instead,	there	is	a	life	that	will	never	have	been	lived,	sustained	

by	 no	 regard,	 no	 testimony,	 and	 ungrieved	 when	 lost.	 The	 apprehension	 of	

grievability	precedes	and	makes	possible	the	apprehension	of	precarious	life.	

(Butler,	2010:	15)		

	

Ungrievable	life	entails	the	possibility	of	developing	into	no-life.	The	act	of	defining	

ungrievable	life	signifies	a	shared	human	condition	of	precariousness,	which	indicates	that	all	

are	at	risk	of	being	defined	as	ungrievable	life	(Butler,	2010:	13).		

	

Although,	precariousness	is	an	omnipresent	condition,	the	level	of	precariousness	varies	

between	people	and	between	groups,	due	to	their	situatedness	in	time	and	space	(Butler,	

2010:	3).	Within	the	situatedness,	the	concept	of	recognition	becomes	relevant.	Butler	

understands	subjects	as	constituted	through	norms,	which	by	virtue	of	their	reiterations	

determine	recognisability	as	grievable	(Butler,	2010:	3-4).	This	means	that	norms	produce	

certain	subjects	as	recognizable,	and	others	as	difficult	to	recognize:	Norms	allocate	

recognition	differently	(Butler,	2010:	6).	

	

In	traditional	war	waging,	there	is	a	clear	differentiation	bound	up	on	national	affinity	

between	‘us’	and	‘them’/the	enemy.	War	is	a	specific	interpretative	framework,	which	

differentiates	populations;	between	on	whom	my	life	and	existence	depend	(recognized	as	

grievable	lives),	and	who	poses	a	threat	to	my	life	and	existence	(the	ungrievable	lives)	

(Butler,	2010:	42).	To	locate	the	‘us’	and	the	‘them’	in	times	of	war,	one	must	simply	just	ask:	

Whose	lives	are	considered	valuable?	Whose	lives	are	mourned?	Whose	lives	are	ungrievable?	

(Butler,	2010:	38).		
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2.4	Theoretical	Delimitation	
It	is	a	post-structural	condition	that	the	findings	within	this	particular	theoretical	position	do	

not	imply	universal	insights.	The	immediate	critique	of	post-structuralism	addresses	the	

scientific	element	of	research.	When	reality	is	perceived	as	social	constructions	accessible	

through	discourses	(and	frames),	critiques	would	argue	that	research	within	a	post-structural	

theoretical	position	is	an	expression	of	relativism	(Kjørup,	2001:	88).	This	critique	is	based	on	

a	modernist	conception	of	science,	which	seeks	objective,	truth-seeking	knowledge	

(Søndergaard,	2000a:	69),	and	does	not	recognize	the	intention	to	move	the	scientific	focus	

from	a	determining	referent	to	relational	processes,	in	which	the	gained	knowledge	relates	to	

situated	practices	and	positions	(Esmark,	Laustsen	&	Andersen,	2014:	12).	Arguing	against	

the	accusation	that	there	is	no	truth	within	this	theoretical	position,	as	this	position	refers	to	

the	reality	as	socially	constructed,	Søndergaard	(2000b)	replies	that	ontologically,	the	world	

exists,	but	we	do	not	gain	access	without	discourses	(2000b:	51),	hence	discourses	and	

framing	becomes	a	relevant	object	for	the	study	of	a	public	and	political	debate.		

	

A	post-structural	examination	of	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	is	not	oriented	towards	individual	

behaviour	and	motivation	working	in	the	debate,	which	would	call	for	other	theoretical	

approaches	and	methods.		

	

I	choose	a	Foucault-Butler-approach,	because	it	can	help	to	unearth	the-taken-for-granted	

foundations	of	the	debate	that	shape	the	very	space	of	participation.	Ultimately,	the	

examination	may	give	ground	for	a	higher	level	of	consciousness	to	the	reader	and	self-

reflection,	besides	providing	an	onset	for	examination	of	similar	debates.		

	

With	Butler’s	war	framing	as	my	searchlight.	I	shall	approach	the	empirical	material	expecting	

to	find	a	debate	marked	by	antagonistic	arguments	and	distinctions	between	grievable	and	

ungrievable.		 	
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3.	Methodology	
As	written	in	the	introduction	my	initial	motivation	for	this	study	was	my	reaction	to	the	

public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	This	entails	that	

I	had	certain	presumptions	and	expectations	to	the	debate	prior	to	my	engagement	in	writing	

a	thesis	on	the	topic.	The	characteristic	of	my	process	has	been	iterations	between	data,	

themes	and	theory,	which	is	characteristic	for	the	abductive	approach.	Abductive	reasoning	

places	focus	on	making	sense	of	observations	in	interpretive	research,	not	on	testing	

(deductive)	or	the	production	of	universal	insights	(inductive)	(Schwartz-Shea	&	Yanow,	

2012:	27-28).	The	validity	of	an	abductive	study	depends	its	overall	consistency	(Kvale	&	

Brinkmann,	2009:	273).	This	methodological	approach	corresponds	to	the	post-structural	

theoretical	perspective:	making	sense	of	a	situated,	temporal	observation	(Esmark,	Laustsen	

&	Andersen,	2014:	12),	and	is	just	as	situated	as	its	findings	(Schwartz-Shea	&	Yanow,	2012:	

28).		

	

In	this	chapter,	I	shall	introduce	the	Michel	Foucault’s	(1980)	analytical	strategy	

‘eventalization’,	which	methodologically	has	guided	my	analytical	work	(3.1).	Following	the	

introduction	of	eventalization,	I	shall	account	for	my	sampling	of	qualitative	data	materiel	

(3.2),	representing	respectively	the	political	debate	(3.2.1)	and	the	public	debate	(3.2.2),	and	

elaborate	on	my	process	of	systematizing	the	data	material	(3.3).	I	shall	briefly	present	a	

general	finding	in	section	3.4	One	Debate	on	Repatriation,	and	finally,	I	shall	state	the	premises	

of	the	following	analysis	(3.5).	

3.1	Analytical	Strategy:	Eventalization		
As	earlier	commented,	Foucault’s	work	is	rather	unsystematic	(Andersen,	2003:	2),	and	he	

introduces	several	analytical	strategies	(Andersen,	2003:	31).	In	his	text	“Questions	of	

methods”	published	in	1978,	Foucault	introduces	the	strategy	of	eventalization	(1978:	223):	

	

(…)	eventalization	means	rediscovering	the	connections,	encounters,	supports,	

blockages,	plays	of	force,	strategies	and	so	on,	that	at	a	given	moment	establish	

what	 subsequently	 counts	 as	 being	 self-evident,	 universal,	 and	 necessary.	

(1978:	226-227).		
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In	accordance	with	the	post-structural	theoretical	position	of	this	thesis,	eventalization	

operates	with	the	idea	of	situatedness	and	temporality,	and	concentrates	on	a	single,	unique	

event.	As	derived	from	discourse	theory,	eventalization	focuses	on	discursive	practices	and	

questions	the	discursive	assumptions,	which	provide	the	event	with	acceptability	at	a	given	

moment	(Foucault,	1978:	225).		

	

Foucault	aims	at	questioning	the	taken-for-granted	(Foucault,	1978:	226).	Questioning	the	

obvious	is	questioning	what	we	in	everyday	life	do	not	question.	Therefore,	the	event	is	not	

pre-given,	but	is	actively	made	by	the	researcher.	The	event	(in	eventalization)	builds	a	bridge	

between	the	researcher/question	and	the	data	material,	over	which	the	research	pendulates	

between	question,	theoretical	frame	and	data	response.	This	means	that	the	event	does	not	

necessarily	constitute	a	complete	delimited	happening	as	a	case	study	for	example	may	be	

presented	(Neersgaard,	2007:	35).		

	

In	this	thesis,	the	Danish	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	Danish	women	and	

children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camp	constitutes	the	event.	To	actively	delimit	the	event,	I	

shall	argue	for	Marts	2019	as	the	event’s	beginning.	In	Marts	2019	the	IS	lost	their	last	

stronghold	in	Syria	and	were	announced	defeated	(the	Danish	Immigration	Service,	2019:	4).	

This	situation	brought	forward	the	question	of	returnees	in	home	countries	of	so-called	

foreign	fighters	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	8).		

	

As	mentioned	in	the	introduction,	the	Danish	government	decided	to	repatriate	three	Danish	

women	and	their	total	of	14	children	the	18th	of	May	2021	(Outzen,	2021).	On	October	the	6th	

2021	they	arrived	on	Danish	ground.	Albeit	five	Danish	children	remained	in	the	Syrian	

refugee	camps	(National	Board	of	Social	Services,	2021),	the	public	and	political	debate	

changed	and	centred	forward	on	the	judicial	process	of	those	repatriated.	Therefore,	I	have	

chosen	the	repatriation	on	October	6th	2021	to	mark	the	end	of	the	event.		

	

As	there	are	still	Danish	citizens	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps,	the	debate	on	repatriation	may	

re-actualize,	which	could	demand	for	a	different	delimitation	of	the	event.	In	primo	April	2022	

the	debate	reoccurred	in	Danish	media,	concerning	the	repatriation	of	five	Danish	children	

and	their	three	former-Danish	mothers,	who	remained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	after	the	
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evacuation	on	October	6th	2021	(Clante,	Dalsgaard	&	Hagemann-Nielsen,	2022;	Bjørnager,	

2022).	Nonetheless,	the	Danish	public	and	political	debate	regarding	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	have	in	this	thesis	been	

delimited	to	the	period	that	stretches	from	Marts	2019	–	October	2021.		

	

Instead	of	considering	the	episodes	in	the	public	and	political	debate	on	the	Danish	women	

and	children	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	as	a	fluctuation	on	an	otherwise	long	linear	record	of	e.g.	

the	history	of	Islam	and	the	West,	my	methodologically	approach	is	to	treat	the	debate	as	an	

event	with	logics,	which	close	around	itself	(Foucault,	1978:	226).		

	

The	methodological	approach	in	eventalization	includes	three	steps:	First,	the	researcher	

identifies	what	Foucault	terms	‘the	elements’	of	the	event	(Foucault,	1978:	228).	Inspired	by	

his	views	on	discourse	in	which	statements	are	the	smallest	unit	of	a	discourse	(Andersen,	

2003:	8).	The	statements	appearing	in	the	public	and	political	debate	constitute	the	elements	

located	in	the	coding	process.	Secondly,	the	researcher	describes	how	the	elements	are	

connected.	The	affiliation	between	statements	is	what	makes	the	analytical	chapters.	It	is	in	

this	within	this	step	war	framing	constitutes	my	searchlight.	Thirdly,	the	researcher	shall	seek	

to	explore	how	the	event	becomes	meaningful,	understandable	and	acceptable	by	moving	the	

perspective	to	the	external	conditions,	which	influence	the	inner	dynamics	of	the	event	

(Foucault,	1978:	228).	Following	this	chapter	on	methodology	I	shall	account	for	the	

relationship	between	Western	culture	and	Islam	as	the	context	that	this	event	unfolds	within.	

Furthermore,	the	third	step	of	eventalization	is	actualized	in	chapter	8	Frames	that	Frame	on	

page	58.		

3.2	Sampling		
Within	the	eventalized	period	(Marts	2019	–	October	2021),	the	public	debate	and	political	

debate	have	varied	in	intensity.	Therefore,	I	have	focused	on	debates	and	periods	that	are	

representative	to	the	argumentation	occupying	the	event.	The	research	question	includes	

both	the	public	and	the	political	debate	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps.	I	have	chosen	to	concentrate	on	two	empirical	

representations:	one	that	represents	the	political	debate,	and	one	that	represents	the	public	
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debate.	In	the	forthcoming,	I	shall	account	and	argue	for	the	selection	of	these	empirical	

representations.		

3.2.1	The	Political	Debate	
To	represent	the	political	debate,	I	have	selected	a	parliament	debate	on	the	matter:	On	the	

26th	of	January	2021,	the	government	supportive	parties	made	a	request	for	a	parliament	

resolution:	to	repatriate	Danish	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	to	Denmark	by	the	

end	of	2021	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021a:	B	128).	The	following	first	parliament	debate	of	

the	request	on	Marts	the	2nd	2021,	is	the	only	official	accessible	parliament	debate	directly	

addressing	the	issue	of	Danish	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	which	as	an	effect	

of	the	affiliation	between	mother	and	child	also	includes	the	issue	of	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women.	In	the	parliament	debate,	the	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs,	Jeppe	Kofod	(S),	

presented	the	government’s	standpoint	in	the	matter.	Likewise,	spokespersons	from	all	

parliament	elected	parties	presented	their	stance	on	the	matter.	During	the	time	of	the	

parliament	debate,	the	government	would	not	agree	to	repatriate	the	Danish	women.	

After	the	parliament	debate	on	Marts	the	2nd	2021	the	government	officially	changed	their	

political	standpoint	on	May	18th	2021	in	favour	of	repatriation.	In	the	government’s	

announcement,	they	did	not	present	arguments	advocating	for	repatriation,	which	had	not	

previously	been	presented	by	the	proposing	parliament	parties.	The	government	explained	

their	change	in	political	stance	as	a	result	of	a	Task	Force	Evacuation2,	which	among	others	

concluded	a	worsening	of	the	situation	in	the	camps	(Outzen,	2021).	As	the	argumentation	did	

not	change	despite	the	change	in	opinion,	I	will	argue	that	the	parliament	debate	on	Marts	the	

2nd	2021	is	the	best	representation	of	the	complete	political	debate,	in	which	all	elected	

parliament	parties	present	their	stance,	with	the	exception	of	the	political	party,	Liberal	

Alliance	(LA),	which	holds	three	mandates	in	parliament	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021c).		

3.2.2	The	Public	Debate	
To	represent	the	public	debate,	I	have	selected	news	articles	published	in	three	Danish	

printed	newspapers	Politiken,	Berlingske	and	Ekstra	Bladet	between	18th	of	Marts	2021	and	

																																																								
2	The	30th	of	Marts	2021,	Government	and	the	parliament	parties	of	V,	KF,	SF	and	LA	agreed	on	establishing	a	
Task	Force	Evacuation	(TFE)	with	the	purpose	of	investigating	the	possibilities	of	evacuation	of	the	Danish	
children	without	their	parents	(the	Danish	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs,	2021).	
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3rd	of	April	2021.	I	decided	on	printed	news,	despite	a	general	tendency	of	decline	in	the	use	

of	printed	newspapers	and	rise	in	the	use	of	online	news	(Schrøder,	Blach-Ørsten	&	Eberholst,	

2020:	35).	Online	news	is	to	a	large	extent	characterized	by	breaking	news,	which	has	a	short	

descriptive	character	(Andersen,	2017:	293).	I	did	expect	longer	articles	and	more	thorough	

journalism	in	the	printed	news,	which	in	practise	meant	more	words	to	unfold	the	

argumentation	evident	in	the	debate,	which	I	would	argue	makes	the	printed	news	more	

interesting	data	material.		

	

The	Danish	media	database	Infomedia	has	been	used	to	map	out	the	frequencies	of	the	media	

coverage.	The	search	terms:	("Islamisk	Stat")	AND	(børn)	AND	(Danmark	OR	dansk)	were	

combined	and	provided	an	impression	of	the	amount	of	Danish	published	news	containing	the	

words	‘Islamic	State’,	‘children’	and	‘Denmark’	or	‘Danish’	in	the	period	from	1st	of	Marts	2019	

till	14th	of	October	2021	(one	week	after	the	repatriation	on	October	the	6th	2021).	From	the	

first	screening	(appendix	A),	the	months	of	Marts,	April	and	May	2021	stood	out.	The	amount	

of	Danish	printed	news	increased	from	29	in	February	2021	till	252	in	Marts	2021,	and	

declined	to	124	in	April	2021	and	83	in	May	2021.	I	then	examined	the	daily	activity	of	

published	Danish	news	throughout	these	three	months	and	identified	the	13-day	period	from	

18th	of	Marts	2021	till	the	3rd	of	April	2021	as	the	period	of	the	most	intense	media-coverage	

in	Danish	media	(appendix	B).	Within	this	intensified	period	in	the	media-coverage,	the	

newspapers	Politiken,	Berlingske	and	Ekstra	Bladet	were	the	three	nationwide	dailies,	which	

both	covered	the	debate	most	continuously	and	have	published	the	highest	amount	of	articles	

related	to	the	debate	(appendix	B).	Within	the	period	18th	of	Marts	2021	till	3rd	of	April	2021	

the	total	amount	of	news	articles	from	the	three	selected	dailies	is	96:	35	by	Politiken,	38	

published	by	Berlingske	and	23	by	Ekstra	Bladet	(appendix	B).		

	

The	first	reading	of	this	data	material	revealed	seven	overall	categories	of	news	(appendix	C):	

1)	Explanatory	overviews,	which	cover	timelines	on	political	developments,	status	of	

European	countries	and	factual	accounts	on	the	Danish	women	and	children	in	Al-Hol	and	Al-

Roj.	2)	Narrations	by	visitors	to	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	and/or	interviews	with	the	Danish	

women.	3)	European	comparisons,	which	refer	to	accounts	of	repatriation	of	citizens	in	

countries	comparable	to	Denmark.	4)	Expert	opinions,	which	cover	a	range	of	different	

disciplines.	5)	Debate	contributions	from	both	opinion	leaders	and	readers.	6)	Political	
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standpoints	and	7)	political	struggle.	At	this	point,	I	did	a	further	delimitation	of	the	sample.	

To	cover	the	public	debate,	I	have	chosen	all	news	items,	which	are	categorized	as	narrations,	

expert	opinion	and	debate	contributions	from	opinion	makers.		

	

I	deselected	the	debate	contributions	from	the	readers,	which	were	printed	in	Politiken	and	

Berlingske’s	‘opinion	of	the	readers…’	(in	Danish:	‘Læserne	mener…’)	and	Ekstra	Bladets	

section	‘the	nation’	(in	Danish:	‘nationen’),	as	these	debate	contributions	appeared	as	

comments	with	no	potential	for	actual	influence.	Furthermore,	I	chose	not	to	include	printed	

news	describing	debates	or	experiences	with	repatriation	from	other	European	countries,	as	

it	is	the	Danish	debate	regarding	the	Danish	women	and	children,	which	are	relevant	to	this	

thesis.	Equally,	the	news	pieces	categorized	as	political	standpoints	have	been	excluded.	This	

is	due	to	the	fact	that,	in	the	parliament	debate	on	the	request	for	parliament	resolution	(the	

Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128)	all	elected	parliament	parties	presented	their	stance	on	the	

matter.	The	news	pieces	categorized	as	political	statements	do	not	include	statements	from	all	

elected	parliament	parties.	Therefore,	I	chose	the	parliament	debate	rather	than	the	political	

debate	as	it	is	represented	in	the	printed	news.	Furthermore,	all	news	pieces	categorized	as	

political	struggle	are	not	included	in	the	analysis,	as	these	pieces	are	permeated	by	political	

intrigue	and	internal	confrontations	between	the	parliaments	elected	parties	rather	than	the	

question	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	These	selective	choices	narrowed	

down	the	empirical	data	to	consist	of	34	news	pieces:	15	by	Politiken,	17	by	Berlingske	and	

only	2	by	Ekstra	Bladet	(appendix	C).		

3.3	Organizing	the	Data	Material		
As	previously	stated,	I	had	certain	presumptions	and	expectations	to	the	public	and	political	

debate	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	

camps	prior	to	my	examination	of	the	debates.	To	address	these	presumptions,	I	initially	

turned	to	the	parliament	debate	on	the	request	for	parliament	resolution	(the	Danish	

Parliament,	2021b:	B	128).	I	accessed	the	political	debate	in	a	process	of	open	coding.	Open	

coding	involves	fracturing	the	data,	which	allowed	me	to	examine	and	identify	empirical	

themes	both	implicitly	and	explicitly	in	the	political	debate,	without	applying	prior	coding	

schemes	(Andersen,	Hansen	&	Klemmensen,	2012:	177).	I	extracted	statements	(constituting	

the	elements	in	the	terminology	of	eventlization),	which	either	confirmed	my	expectations	or	
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surprised	me	in	the	light	of	Butler’s	(2010)	war	framing.	In	the	open	coding	I	added	

descriptive	notes	on	my	associations	(appendix	D).	The	observations	from	this	first	open	

coding	in	return	inspired	my	search	for	further	theoretical	concepts	and	gave	ground	for	a	

more	structured	coding	process.	It	is	this	iteration	between	data,	themes	and	theory	that	the	

abductive	approach	allows	(Schwartz-Shea	&	Yanow,	2012:	28).		

	

From	my	first	readings	of	the	material,	it	became	clear	that	the	debate	is	expressed	through	

dichotomies,	which	indicated	contrasting	positions.	After	locating	elements	in	the	political	

debate	(appendix	D),	I	constructed	the	dichotomised	themes:	Mother	and	child,	Danish	and	

not	Danish,	threat	and	defence,	choice	and	no-choice,	past	and	future	and	innocent	and	guilt.	

To	systemize	the	data,	I	structured	the	coding	sheet	from	the	dichotomised	themes	in	a	matrix	

for	transverse	analysis	(Nielsen,	Hjørnholm	&	Jørgensen,	2019:	260-261)	(appendix	E3).		

	

At	the	third	screening	one	of	the	public	dailies,	Ekstra	Bladet,	was	almost	removed	from	the	

material.	In	the	period	from	18th	of	Marts	2021	till	the	2nd	of	April	2021	(13	days)	they	

published	23	pieces	in	their	printed	newspaper	(appendix	B).	In	the	third	screening,	only	two	

of	their	news	pieces	turned	out	relevant	to	the	public	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children.	Ekstra	Bladet’s	seemingly	consistent	covering	of	the	debate	had	its	main	

focus	at	the	political	struggles	and	intrigue.	In	the	majority	of	Ekstra	Bladet’s	articles,	the	

debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	appears	as	an	opportunity	to	unfold	

the	already	existing	political	battles.		

3.4	One	Debate	on	Repatriation		
In	the	process	of	coding,	it	came	clear	that	the	public	and	political	debate	do	not	differentiate	

noticeably.	The	debate	unfolds	on	the	counter	poles	of	for	and	against	repatriation,	whereas	

the	arguments	on	both	sides	seem	to	crosscut	the	public	and	political	debate.	During	the	first	

parliament	debate	on	the	request	for	parliament	resolution	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	

128),	the	politicians	refers	to	relevant	published	news	in	their	accounts,	and	the	public	debate	

represented	by	the	three	dailies	Politiken,	Berlingske	and	Ekstra	Bladet	draws	on	the	political	

debate.	The	political	debate	(publicly	accessible)	is	public,	and	the	public	debate	is	political.	

The	two	are	intertwined.	Therefore,	they	shall	in	the	following	analysis	be	presented	as	one.	
																																																								
3	Appendix	E	is	only	readable	in	digital	version,	as	it	requires	a	zoom-function	to	read.	
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Of	course	there	are	nuances	both	internally	and	in-between	the	political	statements,	the	

experts	contributions,	the	inputs	of	the	opinion	leaders,	the	personal	narrations	and	

interviews.	But,	the	various	contributors	to	the	debate	refer	and	respond	to	one	another,	

repeat	expressions	and	statements	and	accept	the	positions	for	or	against	repatriation.		

3.5	Premises	of	the	Analysis		
In	the	forthcoming	analysis,	I	shall	present	illustrative	statements	from	the	debate	on	

repatriation	in	a	citation	format.	Throughout	the	analysis,	the	use	of	citations	serves	as	

illustrations.	The	presented	citations	are	selected	from	the	coding	sheets	(appendix	D	and	E)	

and	are	considered	exemplifying	across	the	political	spectrum	and	with	the	inclusion	of	

different	stakeholders,	representing	different	opinions	applying	different	argumentation	in	

the	debate.	The	citations	presented	in	the	analysis	are	translated	into	English	(appendix	F).		

	

As	elaborated	in	the	section	on	this	project’s	theoretical	position,	the	main	theoretical	concept	

is	Butler’s	concept	of	framing	(Butler,	2010).	In	addition,	I	shall	draw	eclectically	on	relevant	

theoretical	concepts,	which	grant	me	the	opportunity	to	access	the	argumentation	regarding	

repatriation	in	the	debate	on	a	more	detailed	level.	These	contributions	serve	the	purpose	of	

conceptual	commenting	on	the	premises	of	the	argumentations	appearing	in	the	debate.	The	

theoretical	concepts	shall	be	introduced,	when	they	are	actualized	in	in	the	analysis.		

	

It	is	worth	noticing	that	the	empirical	data	representing	respectively	the	political	and	the	

public	debate	on	repatriation	both	refer	to	a	time	before	the	18th	of	May	2021.	This	means,	

that	in	the	forthcoming	analysis,	the	government’s	political	standpoint	is	against	repatriation	

of	the	Danish	women	and	children.		
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4.	The	West/Islam-Relation	as	Context	
The	event	always	takes	place	within	a	context,	which	makes	the	event	meaningful.	In	the	third	

step	of	Foucault’s	eventalization,	he	urges	the	researcher	to	turn	to	the	external	conditions	of	

the	event	(Foucault,	1978:	228).	In	this	chapter,	I	shall	give	an	account	of	the	relationship	

between	the	West	and	Islam	as	the	context	in	which	the	public	and	political	debate	on	

repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	unfolds.	Initially	I	shall	address	the	9/11-

effects	on	the	relationship	between	the	West	and	Islam	(4.1),	which	promoted	a	dominating	

perception	of	a	link	between	Islam	and	terrorism	and	an	assumption	of	Islam	and	the	West	as	

enemies.	Subsequently,	I	shall	elaborate	on	the	attitude	of	the	Danish	majority	towards	the	

Muslim	minority	(4.2)	and	how	it	mirrors	the	alienated	relationship	between	the	West	and	

Islam.	Additionally,	I	shall	briefly	account	for	the	evolution	of	the	IS	and	its	affiliation	to	the	

phenomenon	of	foreign	fighters	(4.3),	which	the	Danish	women,	among	other	things,	are	

accused	of	being.		

4.1	The	9/11	Effect	on	the	Relationship	between	the	West	and	Islam		
	

Following	the	events	of	9/11,	a	general	trend	emerged	that	targeted	Islam	as	

an	 intolerant	 and	 violent	 religion.	 This	 trend	 was	 (and	 still	 is)	 particularly	

prevalent	 among	 the	 general	 public	 and	 some	 policy	 circles	 and	 is	 fed	 by	

media	organisations.	(Tellidis,	2016:	140)	

	

Since	the	terror	attack	on	the	Twin	Towers	on	September	11th	2001,	Scholar	Ioannis	Tellidis	

(2016)	claims	that	the	relationship	between	terrorism	and	Islam	has	dominated	terrorism	

studies	(2016:	134).	As	an	effect	of	the	9/11	events,	Islam	has	been	perceived	as	the	primary	

cause	of	terrorist	violence.	According	to	Tellidis,	this	accusation	is	not	without	some	truth,	as	

a	number	of	terrorist	groups	(including	the	IS)	invoke	religion	(most	commonly	Islam)	in	

their	aim	to	justify	their	actions,	gain	support,	and	recruiting	(Tellidis,	2016:	134).	This	

context	does	not	justify	the	tendency	of	the	media	and/or	policymakers	to	portray	the	Muslim	

world	or	Islamic	culture	as	homogeneous	with	terrorism.	Nevertheless,	this	has	been	a	

tendency,	which	indirectly	made	the	‘war	on	terror’	a	war	between	Western	culture	and	

claimed	Islamic	motivated	terrorism	(Tellidis,	2016:	134).		
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Generally	speaking,	the	‘war	on	terror’	made	Islam	the	obvious	enemy	of	the	Western	world.	

The	origin	of	the	animosity	and	the	alienation	between	Islam	and	the	Western	world,	Tellidis	

explains	with	reference	to	the	difference	between	cultures	ruled	by	religion	and	secularized	

cultures.	Western	culture	is	dominated	by	a	secular	normativity,	in	which	religion	and	politics	

are	separated.	Tellidis	rationalizes	the	secular	normativity	with	the	history	of	the	Wars	of	

Religion	in	medieval	Europe	(1550-1648),	and	the	following	process	of	secularization,	which	

moved	religion	from	the	political	into	the	private	sphere	(Tellidis,	2016:	135).	As	a	result	of	

the	Wars	of	Religion,	religion	became	securitised	and	was	constructed	as	an	existential	threat	

from	a	secularist	perspective	(Tellidis,	2016:	137).	According	to	Tellidis,	the	fear	of	religion	is	

fundamental	to	a	culture	based	on	secularization.	A	secular	perspective	does	not	recognize	

that	religion	can	be	political.	This	could	be	the	root	of	the	alienation	between	the	two.	A	

crucial	point	of	Tellidis	is	that,	what	we	term	religious	terrorism	is	inevitably	political,	or	as	

Paul	Wilkinson	(2001)	states:		

	

What	appears	at	 first	 sight	 to	be	a	purely	 religious	phenomenon	 is	 in	 fact	 in	

large	part	about	political	control	and	socioeconomic	demands.	(2001:	61).		

	

Taking	the	IS	as	an	example,	it	is	a	self-declared	religious	founded	group,	who	has	claimed	

responsibility	for	several	terror	attacks,	which	they	justified	by	religion	(Glenn,	Rowan,	Caves	

&	Nada,	2019).	Nevertheless,	the	claimed	religious	terrorism	has	political	motives:	IS	

possesses	an	agenda	of	territoriality,	governability,	representation	and	power	(Tellidis,	2016:	

141).		

4.2	The	Attitude	of	the	Danish	Majority	towards	the	Muslim	Minority		
More	specifically,	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	unfold	in	the	Danish	public	and	political	debate.	

The	Danish	context	seemingly	mirrors	Tellidis’s	assumed	link	between	terrorism	and	Islam,	

and	the	alienated	relationship	between	Muslim	and	Western	culture.	Anthropologist	Anja	

Kublitz	(2010)	has	examined	the	development	in	the	Danish	discourse	on	immigrants.	Her	

research	confirms	a	discursive	link	between	Islam	and	terrorism	within	the	Danish	context.	

She	suggests	that	the	discourse	on	Muslims	in	Denmark	and	the	discourse	on	terrorism	are	
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running	parallel	and	at	times	are	intertwined	(Kublitz,	2010:	119).	Addressing	the	

relationship	between	Islam	and	Danish	culture,	Kublitz,	among	other,	concludes:		

	

(…)	 immigrants	 have	 become	 synonym	 with	 ‘Muslim’,	 who	 are	 again	

synonymous	 with	 ‘Islam’,	 and	 all	 three	 categories	 stand	 in	 an	 opposed	 and	

antagonistic	relation	to	the	old	Danish	culture	(…)	(2010:	113)		

	

Kublitz	identifies	a	tendency	of	‘othering’	immigrants	with	origin	from	Muslim	countries	

(Kublitz,	2010:	121).	In	the	aftermaths	of	the	political	initiative	from	2002	titled	the	“Battle	of	

Culture”,	which	targeted	immigrants	from	Muslim	countries	who	seemingly	refused	to	

recognize	Danish	norms	(Kublitz,	2010:	112),	Kublitz	classifies	the	discourse	on	immigrants	

in	Denmark	as	an	“Enlightenment	discourse”	(2010:	116).	This	discourse	not	simply	

distinguishes	Danish	and	Muslim	values	as	contrary,	but	also	as	hierarchical.	In	the	

enlightenment	discourse,	Danish	values	are	characterized	by	reference	to	Western	values	as	

democracy,	equality,	freedom	of	speech	and	human	rights,	and	Muslim	values	are	assigned	

medieval	norms,	undemocratic	mind-sets,	lacking	freedom	of	speech	and	human	rights	

(Kublitz,	2010:	113).	The	enlightenment	discourse	is	expressing	a	perception	of	the	Danish	

culture	as	superior	to	the	Muslim	culture,	as	the	Danish	culture	is	referred	to	as	developed	to	

a	higher	level	with	reference	to	historical	development	(the	Age	of	Enlightenment	versus	the	

Middle	Ages).	Kublitz’s	enlightenment	discourse	is	drawn	from	events,	which	go	20	years	

back.	Much	has	happened	since.		

	

The	alienated	relationship	between	Danish	and	Muslim	culture	in	Denmark	seems,	if	not	

worsened	then,	not	improved	since	Kublitz’s	2010-research.	Events	such	as	the	deemed	

terror	attack,	referred	to	as	the	Copenhagen	Shootings,	on	14th-15th	of	February	in	2015	(PET,	

n.d.),	or	refugees	who	walked	on	the	Danish	highways	in	September	2015	(DR,	2015),	made	

issues	of	immigration	and	immigrants	(implied	Muslim	immigration/immigrants	(Kublitz,	

2010:	113))	the	political	topic	at	the	time	(Schjørring,	2022).	In	2015,	the	centre-liberal	party,	

the	Liberal	Party	of	Denmark	(V),	constituted	a	minority	government,	in	which	former	party	

member	Inger	Støjberg	were	titled	Minister	of	Immigration	and	Integration	(The	Danish	

Parliament,	n.d.).	Her	political	line	regarding	immigration	and	immigrants	was	notorious,	and	

she	provoked	large	parts	of	the	Danish	population	when	she	celebrated	the	approval	of	the	
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political	restriction	no.	50	targeting	immigrants	and/or	immigration	with	a	cake	(Uberg,	

2017).	The	current	Social	democratic	government	(S)	ran	its	election	campaign	on	strict	

immigration-	and	integration	politics	in	2019,	which	they	actualized	in	their	proposal	for	an	

immigration	and	integration	strategy	titled	“Fair	and	Realistic”	(the	Social	Democratic	Party,	

2019).	The	political	agenda	continues	to	address	immigration	and	integration	as	an	issue,	

which	problematizes	the	Muslim	minority	in	Denmark.		

4.3	The	Islamic	State	and	the	Phenomenon	of	Foreign	Fighters	
On	June	29th	2014,	Omar	al-Baghdadi	announced	the	establishment	of	an	Islamic	caliphate	in	

the	al-Nuri	mosque,	Mosul,	in	which	he	rebranded	ISIS	(the	Islamic	State	in	Iraq	and	Syria)	as	

the	Islamic	State	(IS)	(Glenn	et	al.,	2019)	and	declare	himself	caliph.	In	his	sermon,	Bakr	al-

Baghdad	called	upon	all	Muslims	to	immigrate	to	the	newly	established	caliphate	and	take	

part	in	the	battle	against	the	infidels4	(Nielsen,	2020).	Since	2012,	the	Danish	Security	and	

Intelligence	Service	(PET)	has	been	aware	of	the	foreign	fighter	phenomenon	(CTA,	2021:	25).	

Foreign	fighters	refer	to	situations,	in	which	people	without	national	affiliation	travel	abroad	

to	involve	in	violent	conflicts	(Jørgensen,	2021:	6).	The	debated	Danish	women	detained	in	

Syrian	refugee	camps	are	assumed	to	be	foreign	fighters,	who	responded	to	Bakr	al-Baghdad’s	

call.	Whether	or	not	the	women	in	question	support	the	ideology	of	IS,	they	have	been	

detained	in	camps	for	foreigners,	which	hold	assumed	supporters.	In	the	annual	PET	

Assessment	on	the	Terror	Threat	against	Denmark,	the	division	Centre	for	Terror	Analysis	

(CTA)	assumes	at	least	160	Danish	citizens	have	departed	from	Denmark	to	Syria	or	Iraq	to	

join	militant	Islamist	groups	since	2012	(up	until	Marts	2021)	(CTA,	2021:	25).	What	may	

have	been	a	“Battle	of	Culture”	in	early	2000s	in	Denmark	(Kublitz,	2010:	112)	has,	for	some	

Danish	citizens,	developed	into	an	actual	psychical	battle	in	the	war	zones	of	Syria	and	Iraq.	

																																																								
4	Meaning:	A	person	who	does	share	the	same	religious	beliefs	as	the	person	speaking		
			(Cambridge	Dictonary,	2022)	
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5.	The	Departure	of	the	Event:	The	Dilemma	of	Kinship		
The	Danish	newspaper	Berlingske	made	a	survey	in	collaboration	with	the	analysis	institute	

Gallup.	In	a	news	article	from	the	21st	of	Marts	2021,	the	findings	are	presented.	Among	

others,	the	article	concludes	that	half	the	Danish	population	supports	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	children	–	but	not	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	(Nielsen,	2021:	12).	In	the	

introduction	and	actualization	of	the	research	question,	I	claim	the	political	disagreement	

regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	comes	down	to	the	affiliation	

between	mother	and	child,	and	that	it	is	the	affiliation,	which	serves	as	the	main-argument	

both	for	and	against	repatriation.	With	the	affiliation	between	mother	and	child	as	central	to	

the	debate,	the	norms	relating	to	the	family	institution	influence	the	premise	of	the	debate.	In	

this	chapter,	I	shall	introduce	Susan	D.	Moeller’s	(2009)	work	as	a	frame	of	reference	

regarding	Western	cultural	expectations	to	‘family’	(5.1)	and	argue	for	my	assertion	by	

presenting	statements	from	the	debate	(5.2).	It	is	from	the	dilemma	of	kinship	that	the	further	

examination	shall	take	its	departure.		

5.1	The	Western	Family	
Susan	D.	Moeller	(2009)	has	examined	American	media’s	use	of	the	concept	of	‘the	innocent	

child’,	which	implies	taking	advantage	of	the	expectations	and	idyllic	ideals	Western	culture	

assigns	to	the	family	institution	(2009:	39).	As	a	social	construction,	‘family’	demands	of	its	

members	to	occupy	predetermined	positions.	According	to	Moeller,	family	is	essentially	a	

moral	system,	which	constitutes	a	basic	unit	in	the	establishment	of	society	(Moeller,	2009:	

46).	Whether	the	arguments	are	culturally,	psychosocially	or	jurisdictional,	mothers	and	

children	are	–	under	normal	circumstances	–	expected	to	be	affiliated	within	the	unit	of	the	

family	as	an	effect	of	their	kinship.	Furthermore,	Moeller	claims	that	a	core	component	of	the	

family	is	its	capability	of	protecting	(and	nurturing)	the	child/ren	(Moeller,	2009:	46).		

5.2	The	Western	Family	in	the	Debate		
In	the	parliament	debate,	Rasmus	Stoklund	(S),	spokesperson	for	the	government	party,	the	

Social	Democrats	(S),	argues	against	repatriation	of	both	the	Danish	women	and	children	due	

to	the	threat,	the	Danish	women	are	found	to	represent:		
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What	 I’m	 saying	 is	 that	 it	 is	 the	 parents	who	 pose	 a	 security	 threat,	 but	we	

cannot	 just	 bring	 the	 children	 and	 then	not	 the	parents,	 it	 just	 doesn’t	work	

like	that,	and	if	we	repatriate	the	parents	to	Denmark	at	this	time,	they	pose	a	

severe	security	threat.	(Stoklund	(S),	2021:	22.19)	

	

The	rationality	evident	in	the	quote	illustrates	the	expectations	to	the	family	institution:	In	

accordance	with	the	cultural	norm,	parents	and	children	cannot	be	separated.	Meanwhile,	the	

situation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	is	not	considered	normal.	Stoklund	sees	the	

parents	as	a	“severe	security	threat”,	which	alludes	to	the	war	framing	conditioning	the	debate.	

The	government	would	agree	to	repatriate	the	Danish	children,	but	due	to	the	principle	of	the	

non-separable	affiliation	between	mother	and	child,	the	government	rejects	repatriation.	The	

fear	of	terrorism	delimits	the	arguments	into	a	situation	of	all	or	nothing,	which	the	norm	of	

affiliation	within	the	family	amplifies:	either	are	both	mothers	and	children	repatriated	or	

nobody	is	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128).	

	

Other	parliament	parties	suggest	separation	of	the	Danish	mothers	and	children5	despite	the	

cultural	expectations	to	the	relationship	between	mother	and	child.	These	political	

suggestions	indicate	an	interpretation	of	the	kinship	as	(to	some	degree)	harmful	to	the	

children.	During	the	first	parliament	debate	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128),	several	

parliament	parties	(V,	DF,	NB)	suggested	forced	removal	or	adoption,	which	would	allow	

repatriation	of	the	children	without	their	mothers	(Jensen	(V)	2021:	22.30;	Espersen	(DF)	

2021:	22.51;	Thiesen	(NB),	2021:	23.39).	To	overcome	the	dilemma	of	kinship,	the	

government	suggests	that	the	mothers	should	give	their	consent	and	voluntarily	agree	to	

separate	from	their	children	(Kofod	(S),	2021:	21.40).		

	

In	an	expert	contribution	in	Berlingske,	Kirsten	Ketscher,	professor	of	social	law	at	the	

University	of	Copenhagen,	criticizes	the	idea	of	consent:	

	

																																																								
5	The	30th	of	Marts	2021,	Government	and	the	parliament	parties	of	V,	KF,	SF	and	LA	agreed	on	establishing	a	
Task	Force	Evacuation	(TFE)	with	the	purpose	of	investigating	the	possibilities	of	evacuation	of	the	Danish	
children	without	their	parents	(the	Danish	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs,	2021).	
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In	 other	 words,	 they	 [the	 Danish	 women]	 should	 give	 up	 their	 children	

voluntarily.	(…).	In	the	first	place,	I	[Kirsten	Ketscher]	think	we	should	be	very	

careful	 to	 consider	 going	 down	 the	 consent-trail,	 because	 consider	 the	

situation	of	 the	mother,	 is	 it	 a	 real	 choice	 even,	 (…)	 (Domino	and	Schneider,	

2021:	6)	

	

Ketscher	insinuates	that	the	circumstances,	under	which	the	women	and	their	children	live,	

are	so	bad	that	the	validity	of	consent	would	be	doubtful.	Furthermore,	experts	represented	in	

the	public	debate	stress	that	separation	of	the	children	and	their	mothers	would	result	in	

additional	traumas	to	the	children	(Søndergaard,	2021:	4),	and	that:	“Regardless	of	criminal	

parents,	children	need	some	sort	of	contact.”	(Larsen,	2021:	5),	which	again	indicates	the	

cultural	expectation	of	the	relationship	between	parent	and	child.		

	

With	the	dilemma	of	kinship	as	the	departure,	in	which	there	are	no	public	or	political	

benevolence	to	repatriate	the	Danish	women	besides	the	wish	to	repatriate	their	children,	I	

shall	in	the	following	analysis	examine	the	framing	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	

separately	in	respectively	chapter	6	and	chapter	7.	In	the	forthcoming,	I	shall	examine	the	

framing	of	‘The	dangerous	mothers’.			 	
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6.	The	Dangerous	Mothers		
The	arguments	for	or	against	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	vary	within	

juridical,	moral	and	humanitarian	spheres.	But,	the	persistently	and	seemingly	overruling	

argument	both	for	and	against	repatriation	is	the	issue	of	security.	In	this	chapter,	I	shall	dwell	

on	how	the	Danish	women	are	framed	as	a	threat	in	the	debate	on	repatriation.	Throughout	

the	forthcoming	analysis,	I	shall	apply	Butler’s	concepts	to	highlight	the	war	framing	

prominent	in	the	debate	targeting	‘the	dangerous	mothers’.	Initially,	I	shall	exemplify	the	

framing	of	the	Danish	women	as	“a	severe	security	threat”	during	the	parliament	debate	

regarding	proposal	B	128	(6.1).	Following	is	a	section	on	the	framing’s	effects	on	the	Danish	

women’s	grievability	(6.2),	which	leads	to	an	account	of	the	recognisability	of	‘the	terrorist’	

(6.2.1).	With	reference	to	Jan-Willem	van	Prooijen	and	Evelien	van	de	Veer	(2010)	I	shall	

comment	on	demonization,	which	follows	notions	of	terrorism	(6.2.2).	I	choose	to	introduce	

the	concept	of	demonization,	as	the	Danish	women	are	not	simply	ungrievable	lives	but	are	

framed	to	evoke	indignation.		

	

In	agreement	with	Bulter’s	thoughts	on	war	framing,	issues	of	national	affinity	(6.3)	are	

central	to	the	debate.	In	this	regard,	I	shall	reflect	upon	the	labelling	of	‘foreign	fighters’	and	

‘home-grown	terrorists’,	which	shall	illuminate	how	the	differentiation	between	‘us’	and	‘them’	

in	traditional	war	waging	is	not	applicable	in	this	debate.	This	leads	to	a	section	on	treason	

(6.3.1),	which	indicates	a	process	in	which	‘one	of	us’	becomes	‘one	of	them’,	and	reveals	the	

emotional	implications	of	nationality.	Furthermore,	the	debate	insinuates	a	social	expulsion	of	

the	Danish	women	and	exposes	the	relationship	between	the	West	and	Islam	(6.3.2).	

	

Finishing	of	this	chapter	examining	the	framing	of	the	Danish	women	in	the	debate,	I	shall	

unfold	the	critique	of	the	Danish	women’s	ability	of	parenting,	and	how	the	mom-shaming	

they	experience	help	to	maintain	the	Danish	women	as	ungrievable	lives	(6.4).	

6.1	A	Severe	Security	Risk			
Before	the	18th	of	May	2021,	the	government	argued	against	repatriation.	In	the	first	

parliament	debate,	subsequent	the	proposal	for	resolution	B	128,	the	Minister	of	Foreign	

Affairs,	Jeppe	Kofod	(S),	presents	the	government’s	standpoint:	
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(…)	what	we	are	saying	is	that	we	don’t	want	people,	who	turned	their	back	on	

Denmark	 and	 all	 of	 our	 values,	 people	 who	 decided	 to	 join	 a	 terrorist	

organization,	committing	atrocities,	which	in	itself	may	pose	a	server	security	

risk.	We	will	not	risk	that	these	people	return	to	Denmark	and	poses	a	danger	

to	 us	 here.	We	 don’t	 want	 that.	 Foreign	 fighters	 are	 unwanted	 in	 Denmark.	

That	is	what	we	are	saying.	(Kofod	(S),	2021:	22.03)	

	

That	people	who	joined	the	IS	are	perceived	a	“severe	security	risk”,	who	“poses	a	danger	to	us”	

is	a	standpoint	shared	by	all	the	political	parties	against	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	

and	children	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128).	This	impression	of	the	(negative)	‘them’	

is	equivalent	to	Butler’s	characteristic	of	the	interpretative	framework,	which	differentiates	

populations	in	times	of	war.	The	people	who	joined	the	IS	pose	a	threat	to	life	and	existence	

(Butler,	2010:	42).	As	a	part	of	the	people	“(…)	who	turned	their	back	on	Denmark	(…)	decided	

to	join	a	terror	organization	(…)”	and	are	being	generalized	as	“foreign	fighters”,	Kofod	

indicates	that	Danish	society	ought	to	fear	the	Danish	women	in	question.	It	is	implied	that	

they	are	supporters	of	terrorism	and	skilled	like	combats.	Without	being	specific,	the	Minister	

of	Foreign	Affairs	states	they	commit	“atrocities”,	as	he	either	cannot	get	himself	to	mention	

the	actual	acts	or	do	not	have	the	imagination,	which	again	indicates	the	severity	of	the	

assumed	acts	of	the	Danish	women.		

	

The	majority	of	the	remaining	parliament	parties	share	this	perception	of	the	parents,	whom	

they	refer	to	as	“terrorists”	52	times,	“traitors	to	the	nation”	9	times,	“war	criminals”	9	times	

and	“foreign	fighters”	26	times	during	the	parliament	debate	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	

128).	Even	the	parliament	parties,	who	support	repatriation	of	both	women	and	children	

either	agree	on	these	accusations	of	the	mothers	(Dehnhardt	(SF),	2021:	23.07;	Gejl	(ALT),	

2021:	23.54;	Lund	(EL),	2021:	00.03),	or	do	not	address	the	issue	of	characterizing	the	Danish	

women	based	on	their	assumed	actions,	but	stick	to	the	needs	of	the	Danish	children	in	their	

argumentation	(Hegaard	(RV),	2021:	B	128).	As	I	shall	argue	in	the	following,	whether	or	not	

the	parliament	elected	parties	support	or	reject	repatriation,	the	Danish	women	are	being	

condemned	and	excluded	from	Danish	society.		
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6.2	The	Ungrievable	Lives:	Convenient	Death		
In	a	featured	article	in	Politiken,	Jurist,	Tarek	Hussein,	outlines	a	political	caricature	of	the	

situation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps:		

	

(…)	in	the	best	of	all	worlds,	we	wouldn’t	even	have	to	decide	on	the	question,	

because	 then	 the	women	would	be	dead	on	 the	battlefield	 fighting	 for	 a	hell	

regime	of	a	caliphate,	which	they	initially	approached.	(2021:	5)		

	

Hussein	claims	that	their	deaths	would	be	a	convenience	to	the	politicians.	The	political	

decision-making	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	children	(with	dead	mothers)	would	be	

unproblematic,	as	both	the	public	and	the	political	majority	supports	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	children	(Nielsen,	2021:	12;	appendix	D).	This	confirms	the	identified	dilemma	of	

kinship.	In	his	parody	of	the	political	dilemma,	Hussein	adopts	a	war-terminology	(“the	

battlefield”	“fighting”	“hell	regime”),	which	empathizes	the	war-rationality	that	permeates	the	

quote.	As	previously	argues,	the	Danish	women	occupy	the	position	of	the	(negative)	‘them’,	

which	in	times	of	war	indicates	the	status	of	the	enemy	(Butler,	2010:	38).	To	locate	the	

enemy	in	times	of	war,	Butler	asks:	Whose	lives	are	considered	valuable?	Whose	lives	are	

mourned?	Whose	lives	are	ungrievable?	(Butler,	2010:	38).	In	Hussein’s	contribution	to	the	

debate	it	is	clear,	that	the	lives	of	the	Danish	women	are	not	perceived	valuable	and	their	

deaths	would	not	be	mourned.	In	her	account	of	grievability,	Butler	writes:	“(…)	we	mourn	for	

some	lives	but	respond	with	coldness	to	the	loss	of	others.”	(Butler,	2010:	36).	The	quote	by	

Hussein	does	not	only	insinuate	the	indifference	these	women	are	met	with,	but	furthermore	

the	contempt	they	evoke.	Their	deaths	are	portrayed	as	desirable	–	as	the	enemy	in	a	war	

zone.	Hussein’s	caricature	of	the	political	view	on	the	lives	of	the	Danish	women	mirrors	

Butler’s	concept	of	ungrievable	lives,	which	removes	feelings	of	sympathy	towards	the	Danish	

women	(Butler,	2010:	42).		

6.2.1	The	Unrecognizablility	of	the	Terrorist		
Ungrievable	lives	do	not	necessarily	attract	attention.	They	can	be	invisible	as	an	effect	of	the	

framing.	In	the	debate	of	the	Danish	women	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps,	they	are	not	

visible;	they	are	framed	to	evoke	indignation.	In	the	Danish	newspaper,	Politiken,	Andreas	

Selset,	MA	from	the	University	of	Copenhagen,	accounts	for	two	stereotypes	of	the	Danish	
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women,	as	they	have	been	presented	in	Danish	media:	the	“Naive	IS-bride	or	[the]	fanatical	

terrorist	(…)”,	in	which	the	fanatical	terrorist	have	become	the	dominating	(Selset,	2021:	5).	

The	fanatical	terrorist	is	characterized	as	“(…)	almost	more	radicalized	and	merciless	then	the	

male	jihadists.”	(Selset,	2021:	5)	and	described	as	fanatic	to	a	degree,	which	makes	her	almost	

non-human	(Selset,	2021:	6).	The	discourse	of	the	‘war	on	terror’	has	rested	on	the	narrative	

of	the	terrorist	other,	who	represents	an	existential	threat	to	“our	way	of	life”	(Mavelli,	2016:	

240).	With	the	ideas	of	an	Islamic	caliphate,	IS	was	driven	by	a	utopia,	which	was/is	perceived	

an	existential	threat	to	Western	culture.	The	notion	of	the	brutality	of	IS	is	omnipresent	in	the	

public	and	political	debate.	An	example	is	the	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs,	Kofod’s	(S),	

description	of	the	organisation	during	the	parliament	debate:		

	

We	are	talking	about	a	barbarian	terror	regime,	which	chopped	off	the	heads	

of	 those	 they	 perceived	 as	 infidels.	 They	 burned	 people	 alive,	 they	 threw	

homosexuals	 out	 of	 rooftops,	 they	 stoned	 women	 for	 alleged	 infidelity,	 and	

they	 exposed	 prisoners	 to	 the	 most	 horrific	 methods	 of	 torture	 imaginable.	

(2021:	21.40)		

	

With	different	methods	of	killing,	Kofod	(S)	characterizes	IS.	Besides	being	perceived	as	en	

threat	to	Western	culture,	IS	is	simply	presented	as	a	threat	to	life.		

	

According	to	Butler,	the	fact	that	the	stereotype	of	the	fanatical	terrorist	is	difficult	to	

recognize	as	human	must	be	an	effect	of	clashing	norms,	as	norms	allocate	recognisability	

(Butler,	2010:	6).	The	terrorist	is	often	associated	with	the	suicide	bomber,	who	turns	his/her	

body	and	own	death	into	a	deadly	weapon.	In	a	system,	which	operates	with	an	ideal	of	zero	

deaths	(Baudrillard,	2002:	16),	the	norms	regarding	suicide	bombing	are	incomprehensible.	

The	acceptance	(and	even	glorification)	of	death	characterizing	the	IS	stresses	the	alienation	

between	a	Western	‘us’	and	the	Islamic	motivated	terrorist-‘them’.	

	

In	Butler’s	conception	of	recognisability,	a	severe	degree	of	non-recognisability	tends	towards	

dehumanization.	Under	the	condition	of	war,	the	non-recognisability	helps	legitimize	and	

even	justify	killing	of	the	enemy	(Butler,	2010:	xx).	As	an	example,	the	spokesperson	for	the	
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Socialist	People’s	Party,	Karina	Lorentzen	Dehnhardt	(SF),	expresses	incomprehension	of	the	

Danish	women’s	choices:		

	

We	 [the	 parliament	 elected	 parties]	may	 easily	 agree	 that	 the	 choices	 of	 the	

children's	 parents	 are	 horrifying.	 They	 are	 incomprehensible.	 I	would	 never	

stand	here	 and	 apologize	 or	 explain	 the	 choice	 to	 join	 an	 Islamic	 death	 cult,	

never,	(…).	(Dehnhardt	(SF),	2021:	23.07)	

	

Dehnhardt	distances	herself	and	all	other	parliament	elected	parties	represented	in	the	first	

parliament	debate	(B	128)	from	the	Danish	women,	as	she	concludes	that	their	choices	are	

incomprehensible.	Furthermore,	she	denies	the	possibility	of	ever	understanding	their	

motives.	In	other	words,	the	Danish	women	have	become	unrecognisable	to	Dehnhardt	due	to	

the	character	of	IS.		

6.2.2	Demonization		
Dehumanization	can	be	connected	to	demonization	(van	Propijen	and	de	Veer,	2010:	260).	

According	to	Jan-Willem	van	Prooijen	and	Evelien	van	de	Veer	(2010),	who	have	studied	

prototypical	evilness,	one	way	of	making	sense	of	perpetrators	is	to	demonize	them.	They	

note	that	evilness	may	be	a	rather	abstract	construct,	nonetheless	most	people	posses	a	(non-

universal)	prototypical	evilness	scheme,	which	means	“(…)	a	coherent	mental	set	of	

stereotypical	diabolical	attributes	that	are	associated	with	evildoers.“	(van	Propijen	and	de	

Veer,	2010:	260).	Demonization	is	the	tendency	to	personify	pure	evilness	in	a	process	of	

dehumanization.	As	an	example	of	a	stereotypical	evildoer,	van	Propijen	and	de	Veer	

themselves	refer	to	“(…)	a	religious	inspired	terrorist	(…)”	(2010:	269),	as	the	Danish	women	

detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	are	perceived	as	due	to	their	assumed	affiliation	to	the	

IS.	Demonization	is	in	particular	connected	to	attitudes	or	behaviours,	which	are	considered	

immoral	(van	Propijen	and	de	Veer,	2010:	259-260).	Baudrillard	(2002)	puts	it	quite	simple:	

“Terrorism	is	immoral.”	(2002:	12).	The	immorality	associated	with	terrorism	allows	

demonization.	More	specific,	the	media	framing	of	the	Danish	women	as	fanatical	terrorist	

demonize	them.	In	an	interview	brought	in	Berlingske	with	Aziza	(pseudonym),	who	is	

detained	in	Al-Roj	with	her	son,	Aziza	addresses	the	dehumanization	of	the	women	like	

herself:		
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I	consider	myself	as	an	innocent,	human	mother.	I	mention	human,	because	I	

should	be	treated	as	a	human	being	with	rights.	(Kamil,	2021b:	5)	

	

The	statement	of	Aziza	testifies	her	own	experience	of	not	being	treated	as	a	human	with	

basic	legal	rights,	which	insinuates,	if	not	a	direct	dehumanization,	a	degrading	of	her	

humanity.	One	of	Van	Propijen	and	de	Veer’s	findings	is	that	once	demonized,	the	individual	is	

likely	to	be	placed	outside	the	“scope	of	justice”	(van	Propijen	and	de	Veer,	2010:	269),	which	

may	explain	Aziza’s	experience	and	the	general	public	resistance	against	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	(Nielsen,	2021:	12).		

6.3	Issues	of	National	Affinity		
Besides	terrorists,	the	Danish	women	are	referred	to	as	‘foreign	fighters’.	The	phenomenon	

relates	to	situations	in	which	people	without	national	affiliation	travel	abroad	to	involve	in	

violent	conflicts	(Jørgensen,	2021:	6).	Within	traditional	war	waging,	the	‘us’	fighting	an	

enemy	is	most	often	referring	to	national	affiliation	(Butler,	2010:	xx).	The	concept	of	foreign	

fighters	challenges	the	traditional	idea	of	war	waging,	as	it	blurs	the	conventional	lines	

between	‘us’	and	‘them’	dictated	by	nation	states	(Butler,	2010:	42).	Subsequently,	the	enemy	

becomes	more	difficult	to	locate,	as	national	identity	or	citizenship	is	not	necessarily	

synonymous	to	‘us’.		

	

In	her	statement	during	the	parliament	debate	regarding	proposal	B	128,	spokesperson	for	

the	political	party	New	Right,	Mette	Thiesen	(NB),	makes	reference	to	a	Danish	example	of	a	

categorized	foreign	fighter:		

	

In	 2013,	 one	 of	 Denmark's	 home-grown	 IS	 terrorists,	 Jacob	 El-Ali,	 went	 to	

Syria,	 donned	an	 Islamic	 State	uniform	and	posed	next	 to	bleeding,	 headless	

corpses	and	severed	heads.	(2021:	23.39)	

	

To	describe	the	foreign	fighter,	Thiesen	make	use	of	another	expression	related	to	the	Danish	

debate	on	foreign	fighters:	‘The	home-grown	terrorist’.	This	expression	indicates	that	the	

exposure	to	IS’s	ideology	and	propaganda	happened	on	Danish	soil	to	Danish	citizens	(cf.	
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Jacob	El-Ali),	and	indicates	a	transition	from	‘us’	to	‘them’.	Labels	as	foreign	fighters	and	

home-grown	terrorists	suggests	that	the	enemy	is	not	necessarily	posing	a	threat	from	the	

outside,	but	can	arise	from	the	inside	of	the	Danish	community.		

6.3.1	Traitors	to	the	Nation;	when	‘Us’	become	‘Them’		
As	an	effect	of	the	war	framing	derived	the	‘war	on	terror’	(Baudrillard,	2002:	4),	discussions	

regarding	the	Danish	citizenship	and	nationality	are	central	in	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	

the	Danish	women	and	children.	The	Danish	women	are	repeatedly	accused	of	treason	in	both	

the	public	and	political	debate	(appendix	D	and	E)	An	example	is	Naser	Khader’s	(KF),	

spokesperson	for	the	Conservative	People’s	party,	statement	in	the	first	parliament	debate	

regarding	B	128:	

	

The	 in	 quotations	Danish	 Islamic	 State-terrorists	 have	 turned	 their	 backs	 on	

Denmark;	they	left	to	fight	for	an	Islamic	caliphate,	they	joined	one	of	the	most	

brutal	organizations	the	world	has	ever	seen.	Islamic	State	has	killed,	tortured	

and	 raped,	 and	 they	 have	 sold	women	 and	 children	 as	 sex	 slaves.	 I	 have	 no	

words	for	how	horrifying	an	organization	this	is.	And	they	[the	Danish	citizens	

in	Syria]	knew	what	 they	were	getting	 into	when	 they	 travelled	 to	Syria	and	

joined	 the	 organization.	 Anything	 else	 is	 bad	 excuses.	 They	 left	 Welfare	

Denmark	 in	 favour	 of	 an	 Islamic	 caliphate.	 Again:	 They	 are	 traitors	 to	 the	

Nation.	(2021:	23.28)	

	

Khader	finishes	by	repeating	a	conclusion	from	the	debate:	that	the	Danish	women	are	

traitors	to	the	nation.	Deeming	the	Danish	women	traitors	to	the	nation	is	a	jurisdictional	

reference.	Traitor	to	the	nation	referrers	to	chapter	12	of	the	Penal	Code	on	treason	and	

targets	situations,	in	which	Danish	citizens	choose	to	harm	or	threat	the	Danish	state	

accompanied/assisted	by	foreign	interests	(Promulgation	of	the	Penal	Code,	2021,	§98).	It	is	

worth	noticing	that	the	Danish	women	have	not	faced	an	actual	trial	(Lund	(EL),	2021:	00.03).	

As	Butler	claims,	framing	constitutes	a	perspective,	which	also	conditions	the	potential	affects	

(Butler,	2010:	34).	In	Khader’s	example,	the	usage	of	the	title	appears	emotionally	loaded	as	

an	affect	of	the	cruelty	IS	represents.	Emotionally,	treason	describes	a	situation	in	which	‘one	
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of	us’	becomes	‘one	of	them’	and	turns	into	the	enemy.	Assigning	the	title	traitor	to	the	nation	

to	the	Danish	women	may	be	interpreted	as	social	expulsion.		

6.3.2	Muslim	Traitors		
The	accusations	of	treason	may	express	of	a	feeling	of	betrayal,	which	sentences	such	as	“(…)	

have	turned	their	backs	on	Denmark	forever,”	(Espersen,	(DF),	2021:	22.51)	indicates.	Former	

judge	at	the	United	Nations’	(UN)	International	Criminal	Tribunal	for	the	former	Yugoslavia,	

Frederik	Harhoff,	explains	this	feeling	of	betrayal	in	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children	in	a	featured	article	in	Berlingske:		

	

(…)	as	IS	is	a	terrorist	organization	that	fights	against	everything	we	stand	for	

in	the	West	and	furthermore	makes	use	of	completely	inhuman	and	medieval	

means,	 we	 experience	 it	 as	 disloyal	 towards	 Denmark	 to	 join	 such	 an	

organization.	(2021:	10)		

	

Harhoff	explains	that	the	feeling	of	betrayal	is	rooted	in	the	character	of	the	IS,	which	is	

experienced	as	the	absolute	antagonism	to	the	Western	culture.	Despite	issues	of	national	

affinity	being	central	to	the	debate,	the	positions	of	‘us’/’them’	are	less	of	a	distinction	

between	Danish/not-Danish	as	a	distinction	between	the	West/Islam.	Acknowledging	that	the	

debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	is	situated	in	a	context	in	which	

‘us’/’them’	is	presumed	as	the	West/Islam,	DF’s	Espersen	finds	it	natural	to	target	the	Muslim	

community	in	Denmark	during	the	parliament	debate	regarding	proposal	B	128:		

	

In	 the	centre	of	 it	all,	we	have	to	become	much	more	strict	 in	relation	to	 the	

advance	 of	 Islam	 in	 Denmark,	 which	 courses	 that	 out	 of	 seemingly	 peaceful	

circles	 a	 surrealist	 terrorist	 suddenly	 jumps	 out	 with	 a	machine	 gun	 in	 one	

hand	and	the	Koran	in	the	other.	(2021:	22.51)		

	

His	statement	seems	comparable	to	catastrophic	thinking,	in	which	Danish	Muslims	

irrationally,	without	any	signs	or	reasons,	turns	into	terrorists	only	motivated	by	religion.	

Espersen	presents	Islam	(not	the	IS)	as	a	root	cause	of	terrorism.	With	the	9/11-effect	on	the	

relationship	between	the	West	and	Islam,	which	initiated	a	war	between	Western	and	Muslim	
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culture,	Espersen’s	conclusion	is	not	surprising.	The	statement	does	not	stand	out	from	the	

discourse	on	Muslims	in	Denmark	(Kublitz,	2010:	119),	as	the	statement	presents	Islam	as	

liked	to	terrorism	and	draw	on	war-terminology	(“the	advance”	in	Danish:	“fremmarch”	which	

entails	military	cogitations).	As	the	third	largest	party	elected	for	parliament	(the	Danish	

Parliament,	2021c),	the	opinion	and	the	attitude	of	DF’s	Espersen	is	not	an	extreme,	but	must	

be	perceived	as	broader	publicly	agreed.		

6.3.3	The	Unmaking	of	Danish	Identity		
The	Danish	citizenship	is	the	legal	formality,	which	determines	national	affiliation,	which	

provides	privileges	and	legal	rights.	Arguments	in	favour	repatriation	stress	”Danish	children	

are	Danish	responsibility	(…)”	(Hegaard	(RV),	2021:	23.14)	and	arguments	against	repatriation	

attack	the	Danish-ness	of	the	women.		

	

On	October	the	24th	2019,	parliament	passed	a	bill	referred	to	as	‘The	cancelling	of	foreign	

fighters’	citizenship’.	The	bill	allows	the	Minister	of	Immigration	and	Integration	to	

administratively	withdrawn	the	Danish	citizenship,	if	the	citizen	in	question	has	acted	in	a	

manner,	which	is	harmful	to	the	vital	interests	of	the	nation	and	holds	dual	citizenship.	This	

bill	allows	conviction	outside	the	courts	(Act	amending	the	Danish	Citizenship	Act	and	the	

Aliens	Act,	2019).	Related	to	this	particular	debate,	three	mothers	of	a	total	of	five	Danish	

children	have	had	their	Danish	citizenship	withdrawn	as	a	result	of	this	bill	(National	Board	of	

Social	Services,	2021).	One	is	the	loss	of	legal	rights	and	protection,	which	follows	the	Danish	

citizenship.	Another	is	the	emotional	effect	of	being	expelled.	Berlingske	interviewed	one	of	

the	former-Danish	women,	Nadia	(a	pseudonym),	about	the	withdrawal	of	her	Danish	

citizenship:		

	

They	 talked	 about	 repatriating	 only	 the	 two	 ethnic	 [Danes].	 Ok,	 thank	 you,	

Denmark.	 So	 I'm	 not	 Danish	 anymore?	Why?	 Am	 I	 worth	 less?	 I	 got	 really,	

really	upset.	I	was	really	disappointed	and	I	cried.	(Kamil,	2021a:	6)	

	

Nadia	describes	her	reaction	to	the	withdrawal	of	her	Danish	citizenship	by	referencing	to	her	

physical	reaction	of	weeping,	which	witnesses	her	bodily	emotions	of	being	hurt	and	

disappointed.	She	tells	that	the	withdrawal	evoked	a	feeling	of	inferiority,	and	poses	the	
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question:	“Am	I	not	Danish	anymore?”.	Her	question	implies	that	nationality	is	more	than	a	

legal	formality.	The	immigrant	sceptical	parliament	party,	the	Danish	People’s	Party	(DF),	

shares	Nadia’s	idea	of	Danish	identity	as	more	than	a	legal	formality,	but	in	revers:		

	

The	 people	 who	 have	 joined	 the	 Islamic	 State	 have	 turned	 their	 backs	 on	

Denmark	 forever,	 and	 they	 have	 nothing	 to	 do	 in	 this	 country,	 and	 that	 is	

regardless	 of	 whether	 they	 and	 their	 children	 happen	 to	 have	 a	 Danish	

passport,	we	no	longer	consider	them	as	Danes.	(Espersen	(DF),	2021:	22.51)	

	

To	DF,	not	even	those	women	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps,	who	hold	Danish	

citizenship,	are	considered	Danish.	In	other	words:	they	are	not	one	of	‘us’,	regardless	official	

legal	status.	As	it	appears	in	the	case	of	Nadia	and	Espersen’s	utterances,	issues	regarding	

Danish	identity	are	an	emotional	affair.	Aligned	with	Butler’s	framing	concept,	the	frame	

implicitly	guides	the	affective	interpretation	(Butler,	2010:	34).	This	framing,	which	draws	on	

issues	regarding	national	identity,	evoke	emotional	reactions.		

6.4	Mom-shaming	
As	argued	in	the	previous,	one	of	the	characteristics	of	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children	is	the	framing	of	the	Danish	women	as	the	enemy.	Another	

characteristic	of	the	debate	is	the	framing	of	the	Danish	women	as	bad	parents.	Most	people	

have	or	have	had	a	mother	figure	in	their	lives,	which	in	Butler’s	(2010)	terminology	makes	

the	mother-character	normatively	recognizable.	Being	a	mother	humanizes	the	Danish	

women,	whom	are	otherwise	dehumanized	as	deemed	terrorist.	In	regards	to	recognisability,	

the	two	categories	‘mother’	and	‘terrorist’	conflict.	To	comprehend	recognisability,	and	

subsequent	sympathy,	the	Danish	women	are	exposed	to	critique	of	their	parent	abilities	in	

both	the	public	and	political	debate.	An	example	of	the	critique	is	the	Minister	of	Foreign	

Affairs,	Kofod	(S),	who,	during	the	parliament	debate	regarding	proposal	B	128,	accuses	the	

parents	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	of	instrumentalizing	their	children:		

	

We	do	not	want	to	help	foreign	fighters,	nor	do	we	want	to	let	foreign	fighters	

use	their	children	as	lever	so	that	they	can	travel	to	Denmark	themselves	–	the	

country	they	have	betrayed.	(2021:	21.40)	
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He	hints	cynicism	when	he	suggests	that	the	parents	would	“use”	their	children	to	improve	

their	own	chances	of	repatriation6.	From	Kofod’s	statement	it	is	implicit,	that	the	parents	do	

not	put	the	well-being	of	their	children	first	as	expected	of	parents	(Moeller,	2009:	46).	

During	the	parliament	debate,	spokesperson	for	DF,	Espersen,	accelerates	and	accuses	the	

parents	of	child	abuse:		

	

Cause,	after	all,	when	you	do	that	sort	of	brainwashing,	what	 is	happening	 is	

child	 abuse;	we	must	 take	 this	 into	 an	 account.	There	 is	 actually	 a	 good	and	

rightly	explanation	for	why	we	should	let	them	be	adopted,	which	is	because	

their	parents	are	abusing	them.	(2021:	22.51)	

	

Child	abuse	most	often	is	perceived	as	physical	or	emotional	violence	or	sexual	assaults	

(Ottosen,	2019:	4).	In	Espersen’s	utterance	he	presumes	it	is	the	adults	who	violates	their	

children.	In	this	quote	“brainwash”	refers	to	the	beliefs	of	the	mother.	Upbringing	in	a	specific	

religious	or	ideological	environment	is	in	itself	not	traditionally	what	is	understood	as	child	

abuse.	It	is	possible	that	the	methods	of	the	so-called	brainwash	are	equivalent	to	the	

definitions	of	child	abuse	(Ottosen,	2019:	4),	but	Espersen	does	not	address	the	methods	of	

child	abuse	in	his	statement.	By	framing	the	Danish	women	as	(not	bad,	but)	dangerous	

mothers,	they	can	still	be	representing	evilness	(cf.	section	6.2.2	Demonization	on	page	34,	

hence	still	legitimately	be	socially	expelled.		

	

Politiken	brought	an	interview	with	the	lawyer	and	co-founder	of	the	organization	‘Repatriate	

the	Children	–	Denmark’,	RTC,	Knud	Foldschack,	who	represents	and	advocates	for	

repatriation	of	the	Danish	women.	In	this	interview,	Foldschack	utters	the	same	opinion	

regarding	the	Danish	women	as	bad	parents:		

	

	

	

	
																																																								
6	Reference	to	the	right	to	family	life	as	formulated	in	the	United	Nations	Convention	on	the	Rights	of	the	Child	
(UNCRC,	1989)	article	3	and	10	
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If	 they	 travelled	 to	 Syria	 to	 join	 the	 Islamic	 State,	 the	 caliphate,	 with	 the	

consequences	 implied,	 and	 brought	 their	 children,	 then	 yes,	 I	 [Knud	

Foldschack]	think	that	they	have	proved	to	be	bad	mothers.	(Skærbæk,	2021:	

11)	

	

Even	a	spokesperson	advocating	for	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women,	consider	the	Danish	

women	as	bad	mothers	due	to	their	choices.	In	an	interview	published	by	Berlingske	with	the	

former-Danish	women	detained	in	the	Al-Roj	camp	Nadia	(a	pseudonym),	Nadia	responds	to	

the	accusations	of	her	parent	abilities:		

	

We	are	put	on	trial	because	we	have	been	to	the	Islamic	State,	not	because	I	am	

a	bad	mother.	(Kamil,	2021a:	8)		

	

Nadia’s	urge	to	note	that,	it	is	not	illegal	to	be	a	bad	mother	indicates	how	the	framing	in	this	

particular	debate	has	linked	bad	parenting	to	criminal	activity.		

6.5	The	Dangerous	Mothers		
The	Danish	women	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	are	predominantly	framed	as	a	

danger	to	the	Danish	state.	As	an	effect	of	the	war-terminology	and	–rationality	evident	in	the	

debate,	the	Danish	women	come	to	occupy	a	position	as	the	enemy.	The	Danish	women	are	

broadly	agreed	to	be	terrorists,	foreign	fighters	and/or	traitors	to	the	nation.	This	perception	

of	the	Danish	women	is	seemingly	consistent	regardless	of	political	standpoint	on	

repatriation.	The	immorality	associated	to	these	labels	allows	demonization.	Stereotypes	as	

“the	fanatical	terrorist”	are	portrayed	as	a	personification	of	pure	evilness,	which	allow	

dehumanization	of	the	Danish	women.	The	Danish	women	are	framed	to	be	unrecognizable	to	

the	average	Dane,	which	makes	them	ungrievable	lives.		

	

Questions	regarding	national	identity	are	central	to	the	debate.	Traditionally,	national	affinity	

creates	a	division	between	‘us’	and	‘them’	in	the	context	of	war.	As	the	analysis	reveals,	a	

differentiation	between	‘us’	and	‘them’	is	not	as	simple	as	nationality	in	this	debate.	The	

concepts	of	‘foreign	fighters’	and	‘home-grown	terrorists’	indicate	that	national	identity	or	

citizenship	is	not	necessarily	equal	to	‘us’.	These	concepts	denote	a	transition	from	‘one	of	us’	
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to	‘one	of	them’,	which	actualizes	accusations	of	treason.	The	‘us’	and	‘them’-relation	mirrors	

the	relationship	between	the	West	and	Islam,	hence	the	Danish	women	are	deemed	Muslim	

traitors.	Nevertheless,	attempts	are	made	to	unmake	the	Danish	women’s	Danish	identity	as	a	

means	of	social	expulsion.			

	

As	argued,	being	a	(good)	mother	and	a	terrorist	conflict	with	the	expectations	of	both	

categories.	The	mother-role	exudes	recognisability	and	humanity,	whereas	the	terrorist	

character	is	demonized	to	a	degree,	which	makes	the	terrorist	non-human.	To	avoid	

recognition,	and	subsequent	sympathy,	the	Danish	women	are	furthermore	framed	as	bad	

parents,	which	allow	the	on-going	social	expulsion	of	the	Danish	women.	In	parts	of	the	

debate,	the	Danish	women	are	accused	of	child	abuse,	which	indicates	a	violent	behaviour	

towards	their	children.	This	portrays	them	as	perpetrators.	
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7.	The	Innocent	Children	
In	this	chapter,	I	shall	examine	the	framing	of	the	Danish	children	in	the	public	and	political	

debate.	Returning	to	Moeller	(2009)	and	the	Western	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’,	I	shall	

highlight	how	a	moral	layer	premises	the	debate	(7.1),	and	the	question	of	repatriation	

becomes	a	simple	question	of	right	and	wrong.	I	shall	continue	by	introducing	Diana	Tietjens	

Meyers’	(2016)	victim	paradigms	to	explain	how	the	victim	framing	(7.2)	of	the	Danish	

children	benefits	the	arguments	of	repatriation,	builds	sympathy	and	ensures	inclusion	into	

the	“Danish-us”.		

	

Both	in	regards	to	‘the	innocent	child’	and	victim	framing,	the	value	of	innocence	is	of	crucial	

importance.	Therefore,	arguments	against	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	cast	

doubt	on	the	innocence	of	the	Danish	children.	To	demonstrate	this	doubting,	I	shall	draw	on	

Nadia	Fadil,	Marijek	Van	Buggenhout	and	Els	Dumortier’s	(2021)	concept	‘virtual	innocence’	

(7.3).	This	concept	explains	the	indecisiveness	regarding	the	innocence-status	of	children	

detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	with	foreign	nationalities.	This	leads	me	to	the	labelling	

of	the	Danish	children	as	“Future	terrorists”	(7.3.1).	In	this	regard,	I	shall	show	how	age	is	used	

as	a	tool	to	cast	doubt	on	the	Danish	children’s	innocence,	by	drawing	on	Moeller’s	(2009)	

‘hierarchy	of	innocence’	(7.3.2).	I	shall	briefly	comment	on	the	use	of	potentiality	in	the	

argumentation	(7.3.3)	with	Rebecca	Bryant	and	Daniel	M.	Knight	(2019)	and	Barbara	Vetter’s	

(2015)	remarks	on	‘potentiality’.	Finally,	I	shall	illustrate	how	exposure	to	extremist	

environments	is	perceived	as	influential	on	the	Danish	children’s	“future-terrorist-potential”	

(7.2.4).		

7.1	The	Moral	Premise	
As	there	are	norms	conditioning	the	cultural	expectations	to	mothers	as	a	social	category,	

there	are	norms,	which	conditions	cultural	expectations	to	children	as	social	category	as	well.	

Returning	to	Moeller’s	(2009)	examination	of	American	medias’	use	of	the	concept	of	‘the	

innocent	child’,	Moeller	identifies	a	socially	constructed	ideal	of	childhood,	which	she	terms	

“the	mythic	idyll	of	childhood”	and	describes	as	“a	time	of	sunny	innocence”	(2009:	44).	She	

concludes	that	children	have	become	the	moral	referent	in	modern	time	(Moeller,	2009:	38),	

which	makes	pictures	of	children	effective	in	campaigning	or	advertising:		
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Starving	 children	 are	 the	 famine	 icon.	 (…)	 They	 bring	 moral	 clarity	 to	 the	

complex	story	of	a	famine.	Their	images	cut	through	the	social,	economic,	and	

political	contest	to	create	an	imperative	statement.	(2009:	36).		

	

As	social	category,	children	are	representing	nonpartisan	subjects,	which	invoke	apolitical	or	

supra	political	sympathy.	Issues	regarding	children	are	perceived	questions	of	“purely	moral”	

(Moeller,	2009:	48).	Accepting	Moeller’s	conclusion,	the	narrations	of	suffering	Danish	

children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	moves	the	debate	to	a	moral	level	(Moeller,	

2009:	39).	When	Berlingske	renders	family	members’	plead	to	the	government,	it	works	as	

starving	children	during	a	famine:		

	

My	nephew	(...),	who	is	the	oldest	of	the	children	(the	13-year-old	boy,	ed.),	is	

panicking.	He	tells	us	that	he	hides	and	cries	hysterically	every	time	he	hears	a	

car	outside	 their	 tent.	He	 tells	 that	his	 friend	was	abducted	 from	his	mother	

and	siblings	a	year	ago,	and	no	one	has	heard	 from	him	since.	His	nights	are	

disturbed	by	nightmares.	He	 flies	 up	 from	his	 sleep	 and	 shouts	 and	 screams	

with	palpitations	and	 trembling.	 It	 takes	his	mother	a	 long	 time	 to	 calm	him	

down	an	put	him	to	bed	again,	often	he	lies	in	foetal	position	on	his	mother’s	

lap,	before	falling	asleep.	(Hodzic	&	Bjørnager,	2021:	4)	

	

To	the	reader,	the	retelling	has	the	affect	of	moral	clarity	to	the	complex	discussion	on	

repatriation	or	no-repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	The	situation	of	the	child	

described	in	the	quote	is	ought	to	evoke	a	feeling	of	injustice.	In	general,	accounts	of	the	

Danish	children’s	situation	and/or	well-being	move	the	politicians	and/or	the	contributors	to	

the	public	debate.	For	example,	the	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs,	Jeppe	Kofod	(S),	utters:		

	

They	 [the	 children’s	 parents]	 gave	 their	 children	 the	worst	 possible	 start	 on	

life.	It	hurts	to	think	about,	but	it	was	their	[the	children’s	parents’]	choice	and	

their	responsibility.	(2021:	21.40)		

	

In	accordance	to	Butler’s	framing	concept,	the	derived	affects	of	framing	are	bodily	emotions	

(Butler,	2010:	34).	Regarding	issues	of	moral,	Butler	(2010)	claims	that	evaluation	of	just	and	
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unjust	(right	and	wrong)	is	registered	by	the	senses	(2010:	xv-xvi),	which	mean	that	we	can	

physically	feel	moral.	In	the	quote	by	Kofod,	it	“hurts”	to	think	about	the	Danish	children	

detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps.	It	“hurts”,	understood	as	a	negative	bodily	emotion,	which	

insinuates	a	feeling	of	injustice.	Another	example	is	spokesperson	for	the	Danish	Social	

Liberal	Party	(RV),	Kristian	Hegaard:	

	

Children	 should	 grow	 up	 playing,	 not	 in	 a	 refugee	 camp.	My	 stomach	 aches	

when	I	hear	stories	about	a	Danish	child,	only	4	years	old,	who	suffers	in	a	life-

threatening	 refugee	 camp.	 (…)	 the	 stomach	 of	 the	 Social	 Liberal	 Party	aches	

until	that	child	comes	home	to	Denmark.	(2021:	23.14)	

	

The	arguments	both	for	and	against	repatriation	seem	driven	by	emotions.	The	main	

argument	against	repatriation	is	driven	by	fear	of	terrorism,	and	the	main	arguments	for	

repatriation	refers	to	these	physical	emotions	evoked	by	issues	of	moral		(Butler,	2010:	34).	

	

In	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	there	are	discussions,	which	

address	inheritance	of	guilt.	A	repeated	standpoint	in	favour	of	repatriation	in	both	the	public	

and	the	political	debate	is	that:	“Children	should	never	pay	the	price	for	their	parents'	deeds.	Sin	

cannot	be	inherited.”	(C.	Jensen,	2021:	1).	The	idea	that	the	children	inherit	their	parents’	guilt	

has	given	ground	for	legal	critique	with	reference	to	the	United	Nations	Convention	on	the	

Rights	of	the	Child’s	(UNCRC)	article	2,	but	is	also	referred	to	as	a	given	moral	principle:		

	

All	children	have	the	right	to	a	safe	childhood,	and	children	simply	should	not	

be	held	accountable	for	the	actions	of	their	parents.	The	Danish	authorities	did	

not	 hold	 German	 children	 or	 children	 of	 Danish	 Nazis	 responsible	 for	 the	

actions	of	their	parents	after	World	War	II,	just	as	we	do	not	hold	children	of	

rockers	or	other	criminals	accountable	for	their	parents’	crimes.	Children	are	

children,	 she	 [Lea	Bohr,	 activist]	 says.	 (Foght,	Mio,	Khaja	&	Findalen,	 2021b:	

21)	

	

The	cases	that	the	activist	Lea	Bohr	lists	and	compares	the	situation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	to	are	examples	of	families	with	parents,	which	society	either	contempt	or	perceive	
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problematic.	Without	reference	to	jurisdiction	or	international	conventions,	Bohr	builds	an	

argument	of	precedent	by	referring	to	historical	cases	of	children	of	enemies	or	of	criminals,	

who	were	not	blamed	the	actions	of	their	parents.		

	

“Children	are	children,”	Bohr	states,	as	if	the	category	of	children	is	obvious.	Dehnhardt	from	

SF	use	a	similar	argument	during	the	first	parliament	debate	regarding	B	128:	”Children	are	

neither	radicalized	nor	terrorists,	they	are	children,	(…)”	(Dehnhardt	(SF),	2021:	23.07).	These	

statements	exude	the	cultural	idealization	of	children:	that	children	as	social	group	are	

perceived	innocent.	In	the	obviousness	of	Bohr’s	statement,	there	is	a	moralising	tone,	which	

again	testifies	the	moral	status	children	appear	to	have	in	Western	culture	(Moeller,	2009).	

This	moral	status	of	children	simplifies	the	arguments:	“Children	are	children”.			

7.2	Victim	Framing	
War	most	likely	involves	victims:	civilians,	who	become	either	pawns	in	the	strategic	political	

game,	or	who	find	themselves	at	the	wrong	place	at	the	wrong	time	and	are	injured,	lost	

homes	or	loved	ones	as	a	consequence	of	the	war.	In	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children,	the	children	are	framed	as	victims.	In	Moeller’s	(2009)	work	on	‘the	

innocent	child’,	she	claims	that	children	are	perceived	the	only	“(…)	just	victims.”	in	modern	

time	(2009:	49).	Diana	Tietjens	Meyers	(2016)	has	examined	the	conception	of	victimhood	in	

Western	context	by	analysing	conventions	related	to	the	human	rights	regime	and	Amnesty	

International’s	conceptualization	of	victims.	She	identifies	two	dominating	victim	paradigms	

within	Western	culture:	a	pathetic	victim	paradigm	and	a	heroic	victim	paradigm	(Meyers,	

2016:	3).	In	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	Syrian	

refugee	camps,	it	is	Meyers’	pathetic	victim	paradigm,	which	can	be	helpful	to	elaborate	on	the	

victim	framing	of	the	Danish	children.		

	

According	to	Meyers	(2016),	to	be	perceived	and	accepted	as	a	victim	one	must	be:	1)	

subjected	to	suffering,	2)	be	innocent	of	any	wrongdoing	or	hold	no	responsibility	to	one’s	

suffering,	and	3)	be	utterly	helpless	confronted	with	insuperable	force	(Meyers,	2016:	5-6).	

Both	mothers	and	children	are	subjected	to	suffering	(detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps)	

and	helpless	confronted	with	insuperable	force	(the	Kurdish	authorities,	who	control	the	

camps,	and	the	Danish	government,	who	seek	to	abdicate	the	responsibility	for	the	Danish	
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women).	The	framing	of	the	mothers	and	children	deviate	in	regards	to	Meyers’	second	

characteristic	of	the	pathetic	victim;	innocence,	which	children	as	a	cultural	category	are	

defined	by	in	the	Western	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’	(Moeller,	2009:	36).	The	pure	

innocence	of	the	pathetic	victim	is	vital	to	this	paradigm.	Meyers	(2016)	argues	that	the	

current	discourse	on	innocence	deagentificates	the	victim,	making	non-responsibility	equal	to	

passivity:		

	

Pathetic	 victims	 (...)	 are	 people	whose	 capacities	 for	 choice	 and	 action	 have	

been	 so	 completely	 neutralized	 that	 there	 can	 be	 no	 doubt	 that	 they	 are	

innocent.	(2016:	6-7)		

	

In	other	words,	pathetic	victims	do	not	hold	agency	to	make	choices	or	act,	which	mean	they	

cannot	hold	any	responsibility	in	any	regards.	The	pathetic	victim	ought	to	move	

compassionate	pity.	Cases	that	draw	on	the	pathetic	victim,	but	not	meet	all	of	the	criteria,	

may	result	in	contemptuous	pity,	according	to	Meyers	(Meyers,	2016:	6).	Meyers’	

observations	is	exemplified	by	Tom	Jensen,	editor	in	chef	at	Berlingske,	in	a	debate	

contribution:		

	

I	 have	 nothing	 left	 for	 these	 people	 [Danish	 citizens	 joining	 Islamic	 State].	

Their	children	on	the	other	hand,	they	have	not	had	the	change	to	determine	

their	 own	 destiny.	 And	 Danish	 children	 in	 need	 must	 be	 taken	 care	 of	 by	

Denmark.	It	is	a	national	obligation.	(T.	Jensen,	2021:	48).		

	

From	T.	Jensen’s	statement,	the	allocation	of	sympathy	is	clear:	the	Danish	women	evoke	

contempt,	and	the	Danish	children	compassionate	pity.	This	differentiation	in	attitude	

towards	respectively	the	Danish	women	and	Danish	children	relate	to	the	analytical	

observations	in	regards	of	grievability	in	the	debate,	and	are,	furthermore,	substantiated	by	

arguments	of	national	affinity.	As	argued	in	chapter	6.	The	Dangerous	Mothers	(page	30)	

national	affinity	supports	recognition,	which	is	a	determining	factor	in	regards	of	grievability	

(Butler,	2010:	42).	The	attempts	to	unmake	the	mothers’	Danish	identity	express	an	attempt	

to	constitute	the	Danish	women	ungrievable	lives.	Regarding	the	Danish	children,	T.	Jensen’s	

statement	testifies	the	opposite	process.	T.	Jensen	empathizes	on	the	national	affiliation	of	the	
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Danish	children,	which	insinuates	that	the	children	belong	to	a	“Danish-us”.	In	Moeller’s	

(2009)	account	of	the	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’,	she	claims	that:	“Stories	about	children	

are	ultimately	about	“us”	–	“us”	as	individuals	and	“us”	as	a	political	culture.”	(2009:	44).	She	

hereby	means	that	a	society	is	evaluated	on	its	ability	to	care	and	provide	for	its	children,	and	

children	as	a	cultural	category	is	assumed	to	be	generic	and	repetitive	to	the	whole	of	the	

affiliated	society	(Moeller,	2009:	50).	Editor	in	chef	at	Politiken,	Christian	Jensen,	states	the	

exact	same	point	on	the	front-page	of	the	Sunday	edition:		

	

The	children	 in	Syria	are	not	about	party	political	affairs.	They	are	about	us,	

you	and	me.	With	our	treatment	of	these	children,	we	show	who	we	are,	what	

country	we	are,	and	what	democratic	values	we	are	based	on:	compassion	or	

inhumanity,	forgiveness,	or	inherited	sin.	(C.	Jensen,	2021:	1)	

	

With	Moeller’s	observation	and	C.	Jensen’s	confirmation,	the	treatment	of	the	Danish	children	

detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	has	implications	for	the	narration	of	Danish	society.	As	

C.	Jensen	writes	about	the	children	and	not	their	parents,	it	is	implicit	that	the	treatment	of	

the	Danish	women	does	not	mirror	the	same	national	identify.		

	

In	accordance	with	Meyers’	observations	on	passivity,	C.	Jensen’s	differentiation	between	the	

Danish	women	and	children	refers	to	an	active	choice	(or	lack	of).	Another	example,	which	

demonstrates	the	focus	on	choice	and	responsibility	as	determining	for	the	differentiation	

between	the	Danish	women	and	children,	is	in	a	featured	article	by	the	Danish-Kurdish	

opinion	maker	and	novelist	Sara	Omar	in	Berlingske:		

	

I	understand	when	people	say	that	these	people	[the	mothers]	have	opted	out	

Denmark	 in	 favour	of	a	brutal	caliphate.	 I	understand	 that	we	perceive	 them	

[the	mothers]	as	 traitors	who	chose	sharia	over	 the	Danish	Constitution.	 (…)	

But	 it	 is	 important	 to	 remember	 that	 the	 children	 did	 not	 opted	 out	 neither	

Denmark	nor	the	Danish	Constitution	-	we	must	remember	the	importance	of	

not	violating	their	rights.	(2021:	24)	
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As	representation	of	a	general	attitude,	this	quotation	illustrates	how	the	mothers	are	linked	

to	choice	(which	places	responsibility),	and	the	children	are	linked	to	no-choice	(which	

exempt	responsibility).	To	highlight	the	difference,	the	choice	is	referred	to	as	the	choice	

between	Sharia	and	the	Danish	Constitution.	Sharia	and	the	Danish	Constitution	are	

represented	as	two	incompatible	systems	of	rule,	which	draws	on	the	rationalities	of	the	

relationship	between	Islam	and	the	West.	As	C.	Jensen,	Omar	make	use	of	national	affiliation	

as	a	key	to	recognition,	which	endorses	sympathy	to	the	children	and	assign	grievability.		

7.3	Virtual	Innocence	
The	common	denominator	in	the	two	previous	sections	is	innocence.	Like	the	Western	

concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’,	the	victim	framing	favours	the	arguments	for	repatriation	of	

the	Danish	women	and	children.	Therefore,	the	innocence	of	the	Danish	children	is	attacked	

and	questioned	in	the	debate:	

	

Since	 I	 meet	 the	 children	 almost	 two	 years	 ago,	 I	 have	 been	 trying	 to	

understand	why	those	children	have	lost	the	right	to	be	treated	as	innocents.	

Why	are	they	not	included	by	the	fundamental	idea	that	children	are	not	to	be	

blamed	for	what	is	happening	in	their	family.	(Søndergaard,	2021:	1)	

	

Journalist,	Bo	Søndergaard,	notices	in	his	essay	in	Politiken,	how	the	concept	of	‘the	innocent	

child’	does	not	seem	applicable	in	the	debate	of	the	Danish	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	

refugee	camps.	Nadia	Fadil,	Marijek	Van	Buggenhout	and	Els	Dumortier	(2021)	have	

examined	the	status	of	innocence	of	Belgian	children	detained	in	the	same	Syrian	refugee	

camps	as	the	Danish	women	and	children	in	question.	To	describe	the	condition	of	the	Belgian	

children,	Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier	introduce	the	notion	of	‘virtual	innocence’.	This	

concept	is	describes	the	dominating	framing	of	the	Belgian	children	as	possibly	–	not	

necessarily	–	innocent	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	6).	They	observe	a	debate	

in	which	the	innocence	of	the	children	is	presented	as	oscillating	between	victim	and	potential	

perpetrator	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	6-7).	The	same	tendency	seems	

evident	in	the	Danish	debate.	Even	politicians	and	debate	contributors,	who	argue	in	favour	of	

repatriation,	see	a	need	to	address	the	risk	that	the	children	are	potentially	posing.	An	
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example	is	a	statement	from	the	first	parliament	debate	regarding	B	128	by	Socialist	People’s	

Party’s	spokesperson,	Dehnhardt	(SF):		

	

Children	are	neither	radicalized	nor	terrorists,	they	are	children	and	they	need	

to	play,	they	need	to	go	to	school,	 they	cannot	thrive	without	safety.	(…)	PET	

has	 even	 assessed	 that	 these	 children	 do	 not	 pose	 a	 danger,	 but	 over	 time,	

staying	 in	 the	 forecourt	 of	 hell,	 the	 risk	 of	 radicalization	 are	 increasing.	

(Dehnhardst	(SF),	2021:	23.07).	

	

Initially	in	her	statement,	Dehnhardt	draws	on	the	Western	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’	

(Moeller,	2009:	44).	Contradictorily,	in	the	second	part	of	her	statement,	she	accepts	the	

premise	of	the	Danish	children’s	potential	of	radicalization	(which	appear	as	a	direct	link	to	a	

possible	terror-attacks,	Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	14),	and	that	this	potential	

increases	over	time.	Despite	the	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’,	the	children	detained	in	Syrian	

refugee	camps	are	meet	with	a	potential	suspicion.	In	her	argumentation,	Dehnhardt	oscillate	

from	an	ideal	of	children	as	innocence,	which	makes	it	possible	to	perceive	them	as	victims,	

address	them	with	sympathy	and	include	them	in	the	“Danish-us”,	to	potential	perpetrators:	

the	risk	of	terror.	As	argued	in	the	previous,	the	framing	of	the	Danish	children	as	innocent	

victims	favours	their	grievability,	whereas	the	framing	of	the	Danish	women	as	dangerous	

terrorists	influences	their	recognisability	so	that	they	appear	ungrievable.	When	the	

innocence	of	the	children	oscillates	between	victim	and	potential	perpetrator,	it	is	as	the	

oscillation	is	between	grievable	and	ungrievable	lives	in	Butler’s	(2010)	view.	The	oscillation	

is	a	picture,	which	exemplifies	the	indecisiveness	of	the	status	of	the	children	in	the	debate.	

Potential	perpetrator	is	not	the	same	as	deemed	perpetrator,	but	the	doubt	of	their	innocence	

is	introduced	and	ungrievability	may	be	a	possibility	despite	the	children-status.		

7.3.1	The	Future	Terrorists		
Children	symbolize	the	future	and	the	continuation	(or	survival)	of	a	political	and	social	

culture	(Moeller,	2009:	39).	Accordingly,	the	Danish	children	are	referred	to	as	“the	little	

terrorist”	(Rasmussen,	2021:	23)	or	“the	next	generation	of	terrorists/Islamic	State	fighters”	

(Corfixen	&	Blem,	2021:	12;	Jensen,	Østergaard	&	Weiss,	2021:	5)	in	the	public	debate.	This	is	

despite	they	are	argued	to	be	victims,	and	normatively	are	innocent	by	virtue	of	their	status	as	
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children.	Rendered	in	Berlingske,	the	Australian	terror-expert,	James	Renwick,	states	that	

these	children	(who	have	lived	under	IS’s	rule)	are	victims,	but	being	a	victim	do	not	exclude	

from	becoming	future	perpetrators	(Andersen	and	Hodzic,	2021:	5).	According	to	Renwick,	

the	Danish	children	can	be	both	victims	and	the	next	generation	of	terrorists,	which	is	yet	

another	example	of	the	oscillation	between	victim	and	perpetrator	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	

and	Dumortier,	2021:	6-7).		

	

During	the	first	parliament	debate	regarding	B	128,	the	proposing	parties	seek	to	

accommodate	the	opposing	parties	by	subscribing	to	the	security	premise	in	the	

argumentative	logic.	They	do	so	by	responding	with	reference	to	the	2020	Assessment	on	the	

Terror	Threat	against	Denmark	released	by	CTA.	All	political	parties	arguing	for	repatriation	

reference	to	CTA’s	conclusion	in	their	argumentation	during	the	parliament	debate:	that	the	

Danish	children	do	not	pose	a	national	threat	–	yet	(Hegaard	(RV),	2021:	23.07;	Lund	(EL),	

2021:	23.22;	Gejl	(ALT),	2021:	23.54).	The	public	debate	also	refers	to	the	CTA	assessment,	

and,	furthermore,	the	public	debate	consult	terror-experts,	de-radicalization-expert	and	PhDs	

in	militant	Islamism	to	back	up	the	argument	that	the	Danish	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	

refugee	camps	could	become	future	terrorist	(Seidelin,	2021;	Andersen	&	Hodzic,	2021;	

Hussein,	2021),	which	witnesses	a	doubting	of	the	cultural	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’.		

	

This	argument,	which	introduces	the	uncertainties	of	the	future,	serves	as	one	of	the	

signatures	for	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	Despite	this	

argument	is	based	on	predictions	of	the	future	with	no	guarantee	of	actualization,	it	is	an	

accepted	argument	in	the	debate.	The	acceptance	may	relate	to	the	connection	between	

terrorism	and	waiting.	Many	of	the	psychological	effects	of	terrorism	unfold	in	a	condition	of	

waiting	for	terror,	which	becomes	the	reality	(Zulaika,	2016:	44).	In	a	condition	of	waiting,	

what	could	happen,	may	weigh	as	much	as	what	is	actually	happening	(Zulaika,	2016:	44).	A	

feared	future	comes	to	justify	and	explain	current	actions,	initiatives,	restrictions,	etc.	

(Zulaika,	2016:	45).	Thus,	an	imagined	future	moves	into	the	present,	and	conditions	and	

justifies	the	current	actions.	In	this	event,	the	imagined	future	is	used	to	argue	both	for	and	

against	repatriation	of	the	Danish	children	and	their	mothers	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	

B	128).	
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7.3.2	A	Hierachy	of	Innocence		
The	allegations	of	becoming	future	terrorist	exemplify	the	idea	that	innocence	may	transform	

over	time.	Another	example,	besides	the	CTA	2020	assessment,	is	the	Kurdish	Foreign	

Minister,	dr.	Abdulkarim	Omar,	who	utterers	in	an	article	brought	in	Berlingske:	

	

The	 longer	 the	 innocent	 children	 are	 here,	 the	 more	 will	 they	 be	 filled	 by	

feelings	of	 revenge	and	 the	greater	a	danger	 they	will	pose	 to	us	and	 to	you.	

(Jensen,	Østergaard	&	Weiss,	2021:	5)		

	

It	is	time,	which	heighten	the	potential	risk	that	the	Danish	children	may	pose.	During	the	first	

parliament	debate	regarding	B	128,	Espersen	(DF)	is	the	only	spokesperson,	who	does	not	

express	sympathy	for	the	Danish	children.	According	to	Espersen	(DF),	neither	parents	nor	

children	are	considered	Danish	(which	indicates	the	social	exclusion	of	Danish	society)	

despite	of	legal	citizenships.	Espersen	doubts	the	Danish	children’s	innocence	by	shifting	the	

focus	from	the	category	of	”Children	are	children”	(cf.	section	7.1	The	Moral	Premise	on	page	

43)	to	a	categorization	of	children,	which	differentiates	in	age:		

	

It	 is	 not	 clear	 how	 old	 these	 children	 are,	 but	 several	 of	 them	 are	 probably	

more	 than	 10	 years	 old.	 (…)	 The	 older	 children	 have	 certainly	 been	

brainwashed	 into	 the	 evil	 cult	 like	 their	parents	 and	would	 therefore	pose	 a	

danger	to	Denmark.	(Espersen	(DF),	2021:	22.51)	

	

In	her	research,	Moeller	(2009)	identifies	a	‘hierarchy	of	innocence’.	Infants	are	perceived	

purely	innocent	and	are	therefore	in	the	top	of	the	hierarchy.	Following	infants	are	children.	

Moeller	identifies	a	shift	in	perceived	innocence	at	the	age	of	12	(Moeller,	2002:	49).	

Culturally,	the	teenage-years	are	perceived	a	phase	in	which	the	youth	are	testing	norms,	

which	mean	that	the	innocence	associated	with	children	as	a	social	group	is	declining	

(Moeller,	2002:	44-45).	When	Espersen	questions	the	age	of	the	Danish	children	he	doubts	

their	innocence.	This	allows	Espersen	to	frame	the	children	as	a	threat	to	national	security	

comparable	to	the	framing	of	their	parents.		
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7.3.3	The	Implications	of	Potentiality		
Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	and	Dumortier	(2021)	describe	their	concept	virtual	innocence	as	an	

oscillation	between	victim	and	potential	perpetrator.	The	framing	of	a	future	terrorist-

potentiality	is	used	to	advocate	both	for	and	against	repatriation,	anyhow,	potentiality	invites	

an	imagined	future	to	influence	the	present.		

	

According	to	Rebecca	Bryant	and	Daniel	M.	Knight	(2019),	potentiality	is	everyday	

orientations	to	the	future.	All	objects	and	living	things	possess	potentialities	as	a	basis	for	

action,	which	may	or	may	not	be	realized	in	the	future	(Bryant	&	Knight,	2019:	130).	

According	to	Bryant	and	Knight	(2019),	the	relationship	between	potentiality	and	actuality	

should	not	be	understood	chronological,	as	“(…)	potential	always	exists	alongside	the	actual	as	

its	possible	future	in	the	present.”	(2019:	130).	Tore	Hamming,	PhD	in	Jihadism	at	The	

European	University	Institute,	states	in	Berlingske:		

	

(…)	everybody	may	pose	a	potential	threat.	Children,	who	have	been	to	Syria,	

may	too.		(Andersen	&	Hodzic,	2021:	5)	

	

As	Hamming	points	out,	the	Danish	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	do	contain	the	

potentiality	to	become	a	threat	to	Danish	security	–	we	all	do.	It	is	impossible	to	argue	against	

this	statement,	as	long	as	the	premise	is	potentiality.	Because	potentiality	exists	alongside	the	

actual,	one	cannot	deny	potentiality	–	not	even	if	the	potential	is	never	released.	Tom	Jensen,	

editor	in	chief	at	Berlingske,	provide	an	example	of	the	non-arguable	premise	of	potentiality	

in	his	debate	contribution:	

	

At	 some	 point,	 the	 children	 or	 their	 mothers,	 thirsty	 for	 revenge,	 could	

potentially	 threaten	 Denmark.	 It's	 not	 something	 I	 come	 up	 with,	 the	

assessment	 comes	 from	 the	 PET.	 Certainly,	 it	 [the	 PET	 assessment]	 may	 be	

discussed,	and	others	can	and	will	think	otherwise.	Nevertheless:	If	you	want	

to	leave	them	[the	Danish	women	and	children]	in	the	Syrian	camps,	you	are,	

potentially,	accepting	 the	prospect	of	a	major	 terror	 threat	against	Denmark.	

(T.	Jensen,	2021:	48)	
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This	quotation	by	T.	Jensen	is	not	a	parody	on	the	effect	of	potentiality.	T.	Jensen	refers	to	

potentiality	as	a	reality.	In	the	context	of	the	assessment	by	the	PET,	T.	Jensen	argues	that	

letting	the	Danish	women	and	children	stay	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps,	is	the	same	as	

accepting	a	potential	greater	terror	threat.	‘A	threat’	is	a	potentiality	within	a	reality:	it	

contains	the	potentiality	to	become	a	disaster,	to	cause	casualties,	to	destroy	(depending	on	

the	character	of	the	threat),	or	it	may	never	be	realized	(Bryant	&	Knight,	2019:	130).	‘A	

threat’	is	an	imagined	feared	future.		

	

In	an	account	on	Barbara	Vetter’s	(2015)	remarks	on	potentiality,	Jessica	Leech	(2017)	

introduces	Vetter’s	idea	of	potentialities	in	degrees	(2017:	459).	She	explains	this	by	an	

example	of	breakability:	a	glass	vase	is	breakable	to	a	greater	degree	than	granite.	

Nevertheless,	both	materials	contain	the	potential	to	break	(Leech,	2017:	459).	Potentiality	in	

degree	concerns	the	material	of	the	objects.	The	Danish	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	

camps	are	not	“materially”	any	different	to	other	Danish	children.	However,	the	Danish	

children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	are	framed	to	hold	a	different	degree	of	potentially	

of	becoming	a	threat	to	Danish	society.	In	general,	children	are	not	suspected	or	feared	due	to	

what	they	might	become,	even	though	the	potentiality	of	becoming	criminal	or	a	terrorist	is	

inherent	in	all.	What	differentiates	a	vase	and	a	child	is	(not	only,	but	also)	the	child’s	ability	

to	learn.	This	makes	the	child’s	potentiality	changeable	in	degrees.		

7.3.4	The	Exposure	to	Extremist	Environment		
One	of	Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	and	Dumortier’s	(2021)	conclusions	is	that	it	is	exposure	to	

extremist	views,	which	give	ground	for	suspicion	of	the	Belgian	children	(2021:	12).	In	

accordance	their	conclusion,	the	CTA	states	in	their	annual	Assessment	that	continuous	stay	

in	radicalized	environments	can	influence	CTA’s	assessment	of	the	children	from	not	posing	

an	acute	terror	threat,	to	more	possibly	posing	a	terror	threat	(CTA:	2020:	16).	In	other	

words,	the	Danish	children’s	future-terrorist-potentiality	is	changeable	and	it	is	the	exposure	

to	an	extremist	environment,	which	is	the	decisive	factor.	In	an	interview	with	Siymand	Ali,	

spokesperson	for	the	Kurdish	troops	controlling	the	camps,	his	expresses	his	concern	about	

the	detained	children:		
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I	do	not	dare	 to	 think	about	what	 this	 camp	[Al-Hol]	does	 to	children.	There	

are	 so	 many	 of	 them	 in	 there,	 and	 they	 are	 brought	 up	 with	 sharia	 and	

indoctrination,	 it	 [the	 camp]	 almost	 ends	 up	 being	 a	 terrorist-school.	

(Søndergaard	and	Grarup,	2021:	2)		

	

Ali	describes	the	Al-Hol-camp	as	close	to	a	“terrorist-school”,	which	insinuates	that	the	Danish	

children	don’t	even	have	to	be	abducted	by	the	IS	to	adopt	a	terrorist	ideology.		

	

Embedded	in	the	description	of	the	Danish	children	as	“the	next	generation	of	terrorist”	

(Corfixen	&	Blem,	2021)	(Jensen,	Østergaard,	&	Weiss,	2021),	is	an	idea	of	the	passing	on	of	

terrorist	ideologies/mind-sets	from	one	generation	to	another.	It	addresses	the	question	of	

inheritance:	Do	the	Danish	children	become	terrorists,	if	their	parents	were	terrorists?	In	the	

debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children,	it	is	not	only	the	refugee	camps,	

which	are	perceived	as	an	exposure	to	an	extremist	environment:	the	parents	are	too.	As	

previously	exemplified,	there	are	utterances	in	the	debate,	which	claim	that	these	children	are	

“brainwashed”	by	their	parents	(Espersen	(DF),	2010:	22.51).	Do	to	the	ideologies	or	religious	

beliefs	of	the	Danish	women,	the	family	unite,	that	these	Danish	children	are	part	of,	is	

considered	an	extremist	environment	in	itself:		

	

We	can	make	sure	that	children	are	not	indoctrinated	and	radicalized	through	

their	parents	or	by	other	dark	forces;	but	we	can	only	do	so,	if	we	bring	them	

to	Denmark.	(Omar,	2021:	24)	

	

In	the	quotation,	opinion	maker	and	novelist	Sara	Omar	indicates	that	indoctrination	and	

radicalization	are	linked	to	the	parents,	who	are	presented	as	equal	to	“other	dark	forces”.	This	

stresses	the	severity	of	the	implications	of	indoctrination	and	radicalization	associated	with	

the	threat	of	terrorism.	With	this	link,	indoctrination	and	radicalization	come	to	appear	as	a	

variant	of	social	heritage,	which	is	passed	on	to	the	Danish	children	in	a	complex	interplay	

between	the	beliefs	of	their	parents,	the	upbringing	and	the	social	and	physical	environment.	

It	is	these	children’s	genealogical	affiliation	and	socialisation,	and	not	their	actions,	which	give	

ground	for	doubting	their	innocence	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	19).	The	

doubting	of	the	children’s	innocence	insinuates	that	the	Danish	children	are	not	different	from	
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their	mothers:	They	too	can	be	framed	as	dangerous	in	time,	which	within	a	frame	of	war	

makes	them	the	potential	enemy.		

7.4	The	Innocent	Children		
As	social	category,	children	are	assigned	the	value	of	innocence	due	to	the	Western	

idealization	of	children/childhood	is	constituted	in	the	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’.	With	

‘the	innocent	child’	follows	a	premise	of	moral,	which	serves	as	the	main	argument	for	

repatriation	and	simplifies	the	debate	(what	is	right	and	what	is	wrong).	The	concept	of	‘the	

innocent	child’	furthermore	ensures	the	framing	of	the	Danish	children	as	victims	in	

accordance	with	Meyers’	(2016)	pathetic	victim	paradigm,	which	again	favours	the	

argumentation	of	repatriation,	as	the	pathetic	victim	ought	to	move	compassionate	pity	–	in	

other	words:	sympathy.	The	general	attitude	towards	the	Danish	children	is	that	they	are	

innocent	victims,	suffering	from	the	choices	of	their	parents.	Opposite	to	the	framing	of	the	

Danish	women,	the	framing	of	the	Danish	children	ensures	their	inclusion	within	the	“Danish-

us”,	which	mirrors	their	grievability.			

	

To	argue	against	repatriation,	doubt	about	the	innocence	of	the	Danish	children	is	insinuated,	

which	leave	the	debate	in	a	state	of	indecisiveness	on	behalf	of	the	innocence	of	the	children.	

Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier’s	concept	of	‘virtual	innocence’	describes	this	

indecisiveness	as	an	oscillation	between	victim	and	potential	perpetrator,	which,	based	on	the	

findings	in	the	analysis,	indicates	an	oscillation	between	grievable	and	ungrievable	life.	The	

framing	as	potential	perpetrators	shows	in	accusations	of	being	“the	next	generation	of	

terrorists”,	which	for	example	supports	the	conclusions	of	the	CTA:	That	the	Danish	children	

do	not	pose	a	terror	threat	–	yet.	That	it	is	acceptable	to	argue	against	repatriation	based	on	

predictions	of	the	future	may	be	an	effect	of	the	‘war	on	terror’,	as	terror	(also)	unfolds	in	a	

state	of	waiting	for	terror,	which	introduces	a	timely	expansion	into	the	future.	The	fear	of	

terrorism	in	the	debate	allows	for	speculations	of	the	future	to	legitimize	current	actions	in	an	

aim	of	prevention.		

	

Another	argumentative	manoeuvre	to	doubt	the	innocence	of	the	Danish	children	is	to	

question	the	age	of	the	Danish	children,	as	the	Western	concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’	is	

inevitably	connected	to	a	status	as	childhood.	Once	more,	time	is	presented	as	crucial.			
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Parallel	to	time	exists	potentiality,	as	the	possible	future	in	the	present.	Arguments	that	doubt	

the	Danish	children’s	future	innocence	relate	to	the	Danish	children’s	potential	to	become	

terrorist.	This	future-terrorist-potential	is	argued	to	increase	over	time	if	they	are	exposed	to	

extremist	environments,	which	the	Syrian	refugee	camps,	but	also	the	family	unite	(the	

dangerous	mothers),	is	interpreted	as.	Arguments	founded	in	potentialities	are	difficult	to	

argue	against,	as	guaranteeing	for	predictions	of	the	future	is	not	(in	general)	perceived	

human	possible.	These	arguments	therefore	only	initiate	doubt	of	the	children’s	innocence,	

but	does	not	draw	conclusions.	The	Danish	children	are	(most	likely)	innocent	victims	and	

potential	terrorist.	 	
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8.	Frames	that	Frame		
To	this	point,	I	have	examined	the	framing	of	the	arguments	regarding	repatriation	in	the	

debate.	Based	on	the	previous,	the	Danish	women	are	labelled	as	dangerous	enemies,	and	the	

Danish	children	on	the	one	hand	as	innocent	victims,	and	on	the	other	as	potential	future	

terrorists.	In	the	following,	I	shall	examine	the	framing	of	the	debate.	Examining	the	framing	

of	the	framing	in	the	debate	does	not	address	what	the	contributors	of	the	debate	state	when	

they	put	forward	their	argumentation,	but	how	the	arguments	make	sense	and	are	accepted.	

	

The	first	framing	I	shall	account	for	is	the	war	framing	(8.1),	which	have	been	guiding	for	my	

examination	of	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	As	a	result	of	

the	war	framing,	there	is	an	omnipresent	antagonistic	logic	manifested	in	the	debate.	The	

second	frame	is	conceptualized	by	Foucault’s	(1976)	characteristics	of	the	‘biopolitical	society’	

(8.2).	The	biopolitical	framing	contains	two	major	aspects,	the	first	of	which	is	an	orientation	

towards	the	future	with	its	technologies.	The	other	aspect	is	the	demand	for	prioritizing	

immanent	in	biopolitics.	As	frames	the	two	aspects	operate	in	different	modalities.		

	

To	elaborate	on	the	technological	dimension	of	the	biopolitical	frame	(8.2.1),	I	draw	on	Luca	

Mavelli’s	(2016)	characteristics	of	Western	communities	obsession	with	security	and	

predictions	of	the	future,	which	Mavelli	labels	‘the	unknowns’.	This	leads	me	to	the	technology	

of	risk	management	(8.2.2),	which	constitutes	the	operating	side	of	biopolitics	as	“a	scientific	

approach”	(8.2.3).	Subsequently,	I	shall	explore	the	prioritizing	immanent	in	biopolitics	

(8.2.4).	As	the	forthcoming	will	show,	the	frames	that	frame	intersect	and	amplify	specific	

characteristics	within	the	frames.		

8.1	Frame	1:	The	Antagonisms	of	War		
As	the	introduction	and	the	research	question	initiates,	I	claim	that	the	public	and	political	

debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	unfold	within	a	frame	of	war	on	

terrorism,	which	is	shaped	by	the	events	of	9/11	and	the	subsequent	‘war	on	terror’.	The	

argumentative	logics	within	this	frame	of	terrorism	are	comparable	to	Butler’s	(2010)	Frames	

of	War.	Due	to	this	frame,	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	

subscribes	to	an	argumentative	logic,	in	which	the	safety	of	the	nation	is	the	central	issue,	and	

in	which	antagonistic	arguments	dominates.	
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Former	President	Bush’s	epoch-making	words:	“Either	you	are	with	us	or	you	are	with	the	

terrorists.”	(Bush,	2001:	69)	are	illustrative	of	the	antagonistic	logic	of	war.	As	earlier	

rendered,	Butler	(2010)	sees	the	same	interpretive	framework	in	times	of	war,	which	

differentiates	lives	into	two	categories:	those	who	secure	my	survival,	and	those	who	threat	

my	survival	(2010:	42).	It	is	the	logic	of	war,	which	splits	population	groups	into	allies	and	

enemies,	where	the	‘us’	and	‘them’	are	not	simply	contrasting	–	they	are	antagonistic.	It	is	due	

to	the	frame	of	war	that	the	argumentation	form	is	dominated	by	antagonisms	with	few	

openings	to	compromises.	As	an	example	from	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children,	the	Danish	Prim	Minister,	Mette	Frederiksen	(S),	is	quoted	in	Politiken	

for	stating:	

	

Of	course	it	is	a	political	decision	whether	people,	who	in	my	view	are	traitors	

to	the	nation	(…)	should	stay	in	Denmark	or	not.	They	shouldn’t.	(Søndergaard,	

2021:	5).		

	

In	the	quote,	the	Danish	Prim	Minister	claims	that	the	Danish	women	detained	in	the	Syrian	

refugee	camps	are	traitors	to	the	nation.	As	accounted	for	earlier	in	section	6.1	A	Severe	

Security	Risk	on	page	30,	the	Danish	women	are	referred	to	as	terrorists,	traitors	to	the	nation,	

war	criminals	and	foreign	fighters	during	the	first	parliament	debate	regarding	B	128.	In	an	

endnote	to	the	resolution	debate,	the	spokesperson	for	the	Red-Green	Alliance,	Rosa	Lund	

(EL),	points	to	the	fact	that	no	legal	conviction	has	taken	place	(Lund	(EL),	2021:	00.03).		

	

The	obvious	antagonism	in	the	debate	is	the	conflicting	standpoints	for	or	against	

repatriation.	Despite	political	suggestions	of	separations	of	the	Danish	women	and	children,	

there	are	no	positions	outside	the	for-or-against	repatriation.	Even	those	political	parties,	

who	wish	to	repatriate	the	Danish	children	but	reject	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women,	have	

to	state	either	for	or	against	repatriation	of	both	parts	(the	Danish	Parliament,	2021b:	B	128).		

	

As	the	previous	analyses	demonstrate,	the	antagonistic	logic	continues	in	the	framing	of	the	

Danish	women	and	children	as	respectively	dangerous	perpetrators	countering	vis-à-vis	

innocent	victims.	This	relationship	between	perpetrator	and	victim	is	of	antagonistic	
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character,	as	these	positions	are	actively	conflicting.	The	framing	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	continues	to	confirm	the	logic	of	war,	when	the	Danish	women	as	deemed	terrorists	

come	to	stand	for	‘immoral’	and	the	children,	due	to	the	Western	conceptualization	of	‘the	

innocent	child’,	come	to	represent	‘moral’	in	the	debate.	They	are	identified	within	a	simplified	

rationality	of	good	versus	evil,	which	again	is	characteristic	to	a	frame	of	war	(Butler,	2010	

38).	The	antagonistic	framing	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	is	visible	in	relation	to	

agency,	questions	of	free	choice	and	placement	of	guilt.	As	illustrated,	the	framing	of	the	

Danish	women	render	their	lives	ungrievable,	while	the	Danish	children	are	framed	grievable	

by	virtue	of	their	moral	status	as	children.	In	Western	culture,	children	come	to	represent	a	

“national-us”	(Moeller,	2009:	44),	which	is	mirrored	in	the	debate	in	question.	In	regards	to	

national	affinity,	the	Danish	children	are	predominantly	agreed	on	as	included	within	the	

“Danish-us”,	whereas	much	effort	is	put	into	an	identification	that	excludes	the	Danish	

women.	The	attempts	to	unmake	the	mothers’	Danish	identities	echo	the	relationship	

between	the	West	and	Islam,	which	again	is	presented	as	antagonistic	(Tellidis,	2016:	137)	

and	draws	lines	back	to	the	Bush’s	‘war	on	terror’.		

	

Questioning	the	children’s	innocence,	results	in	a	blurred	framing	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	as	antagonisms.	The	children	are	perceived	as	possibly	–	not	necessarily	–	innocent	

(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	6).	The	doubt	about	the	Danish	children’s	

innocence,	however,	is	orientated	towards	the	future.	Children	age	with	time	and	exit	the	

culturally	determined	phase	of	childhood.	Thus	the	speculations	on	the	Danish	children	do	

not	concern	children	but	future	adults.	Consequently,	the	Danish	women	and	children	can	still	

be	framed	as	antagonisms.	The	doubting	of	the	children’s	innocence	in	the	debate	on	

repatriation	therefore	does	not	disrupt	the	Western	idealisation	of	children	as	innocent.	It,	

however,	changes	the	relation	between	actual	fact	and	future	fiction.		

	

The	war	framing	illuminated	the	systematic	framing	inside	the	event.	The	event,	however,	is	

always	embedded	in	a	context,	and	Butler	(2010)	operates	with	the	idea	of	framed	frames:		
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To	 frame	the	 frame	seems	to	 involve	a	certain	highly	reflexive	overlay	of	 the	

visual	 field,	 but	 in	my	view,	 this	does	not	have	 to	 result	 in	 rarefied	 forms	of	

reflexivity.	On	the	contrary,	to	call	the	frame	into	question	is	to	show	that	the	

frame	never	quite	 contained	 the	 scene	 it	was	meant	 to	 limn,	 that	 something	

was	 already	 outside,	 which	 made	 the	 very	 sense	 of	 the	 inside	 possible,	

recognizable.	(2010:	9)		

	

Butlers’	idea	of	framing	the	frame	corresponds	to	Foucault’s	third	step	in	his	method	of	

eventalization.	In	this	third	step,	the	researcher	moves	his/her	perspective	from	the	closed	

event	to	the	external	conditions,	which	influence	the	inner	dynamics	of	the	events	(Foucault,	

1978:	228).	In	the	same	way,	focusing	on	the	frames	that	frame	may	contribute	to	explain	how	

the	framed	argumentation	remains	undisputed:	What	frames	makes	the	framing	of	the	Danish	

women	and	children	make	sense	and	acceptable?		

8.2	Frame	2:	The	Biopolitical	Society		
As	argued	in	the	section	7.3.1	The	Future	terrorists	on	page	50,	the	arguments	claiming	that	

the	Danish	children	may	become	a	future	threat	build	on	an	argumentative	premise	of	

speculations.	In	the	public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children,	these	arguments	appear	comparable	to	a	factual	present	(appendix	D).	How	come	

arguments,	build	on	speculations,	are	accepted	on	a	level	comparable	to	arguments	based	on	

broadly	agreed	facts?	To	understand	and	explain	the	legality	of	the	arguments	founded	in	

future	speculations,	I	shall	in	the	forthcoming	bring	attention	to	a	perception	of	society	that	

frames	the	frame	in	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	This	

perception	of	society	is	best	conceptualized	by	the	characteristics	of	the	‘biopolitical	society’.	

	

The	series	of	Michal	Foucault's	lectures	at	the	Collège	de	France	Society	Must	Be	Defended	

(1975-1976)	contains	Foucault’s	first	discussion	of	biopolitics.	The	traditional	sovereign	idea	

of	power	as	the	right	to	take	life	or	let	live,	is	reversed	in	the	biopolitical	idea	as	“(…)	the	right	

to	“make”	live	and	to	“let”	die.”	(Foucault,	1976:	241).	In	his	lecture	on	biopolitics	on	the	17th	of	

Marts	1976,	Foucault	characterises	biopolitics	as	a	technology:		
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(…)	which	 tries	 to	 control	 the	 series	 of	 random	events	 that	 occur	 in	 a	 living	

mass,	 a	 technology	which	 tries	 to	predict	 the	probability	of	 those	events	 (by	

modifying	 it,	 if	 necessary),	 or	 at	 least	 to	 compensate	 for	 their	 effects.	 (1976:	

249).		

	

Centred	on	the	idea	of	establishing	“a	sort	of	homeostasis”	(Foucault,	1976:	246),	the	

biopolitical	society	would	install	regulatory	mechanisms	to	maintain	what	Foucault	has	

referred	to	as	“an	average”	(Foucault,	1976:	246).	On	this	basis,	biopolitics	introduce	

mechanisms	such	as	forecasts,	statistical	estimates	and	overall	measures.	As	the	biopolitical	

society	by	definition	is	oriented	towards	the	future,	prediction	gain	status	as	facts	in	the	

actual	debates.	Foucault	also	explains	these	regulatory	mechanisms	as	“security	mechanisms”	

(Foucault,	1976:	246),	the	aim	of	which	is	to	secure	the	population’s	access	to	optimization	of	

their	lives	from	random	future	developments	(Foucault,	1976:	246).	As	I	shall	argue	in	the	

following,	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	reveals	a	biopolitical	

framing	of	the	debate.		

8.2.1	The	Technological	Dimension	
Scholar	Luca	Mavelli	(2016)	explores	The	governmentatity	of	terrorism	and	finds	that	the	

demands	on	security	in	Western	societies	are	impossible	for	governments	to	deliver	(2016:	

239).	He	notes	how	the	character	of	threats	(e.g.	terrorism)	to	society	has	reached	a	level	of	

complexity,	which	is	opaque.	He	writes:	that	”(…)	uncertainty	can	no	longer	be	reduced	to	risk,	

because	we	simply	do	not	know	what	the	risk	is.”	(2016:	239).	And	he	continues:	”Attacks,	

which	cannot	be	imagined	demands	access	to	“the	unknown”.”	(2016:	241),	which	is	impossible	

by	definition.	This	level	of	complexity,	Mavelli	claims,	has	legitimized	and	institutionalized	

imagination	and	fantasy	as	counterterrorism	tools	(Mavelli,	2016:	241).	The	unknowns	in	the	

public	and	political	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	are	revealed	in	

the	legitimization	of	arguments	based	on	speculations	on	the	future.		

	

In	a	featured	article	in	Berlingske,	political	journalist,	Adam	Holm,	criticizes	the	parliament	

politicians	for	the	predisposed	assumption	about	the	Danish	women	as	terrorists,	war	

criminals	and	traitors	to	the	nation.	He	points	to	the	fact	that	no	one	knows	the	actions	and	

motives	of	the	women,	even	thought,	in	Holms	words:	“(…)	the	government	and	the	political	
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opposition	seemingly	do.”	(Holm,	2021:	25).	Backing	this	argument,	Bo	Søndergaard	writes	in	

Politiken:	

	

He	 [Rasmus	 Stoklund	 (S),	 spokesperson	 for	 the	 Social	 Democrats]	 and	 the	

government	are	not	sure	that	the	women	can	be	convicted	of	something,	they	

believe	the	women	have	done.	So	instead	of	bringing	them	home	and	let	them	

face	a	 trial	 in	Denmark	chooses	 to	abandon	the	women	and	 their	children	 in	

the	Kurdish	prison	camps.	(2021:	5)	

	

Søndergaard	highlights	the	uncertainties	evident	in	the	political	debate:	the	government	are	

“not	sure”	and	they	“believe”.	At	the	very	highest	political	level,	Danish	politicians	speak	on	an	

uncertain	basis.	Instead	of	confronting	these	uncertainties,	the	government	rejects	

repatriation,	and	a	subsequent	legal	trial	of	the	Danish	women7	due	to	a	principle	of	

precaution.	Precautionary	measures	are	accepted	due	to	the	frame	of	war,	which	insinuates	a	

situation	in	which	the	“us”	are	being	(or	feel)	threatened	on	its	existence	(Butler,	2010	42).	In	

the	2021	assessment	of	the	terror	threat	against	Denmark,	CTA	concluded,	that	the	terror	

threat	towards	Denmark	continues	to	be	estimated	“severe”	(CTA,	2021:	8).	This	assessment	

exemplifies	how	the	“Danish-us”	feels	threaten	on	its	existence,	which	explains	alertness	and	

precaution.	Assessments	like	the	CTA’s	seek	to	uncover	the	complex	threat	landscape,	which	

according	to	Mavelli	(2016)	require	the	terror-analysts	to	navigate	in	the	territory	of	

potentialities	and	future	speculations,	in	Mavelli’s	words	“the	unknown”.		

	

The	biopolitical	framing	legitimizes	argumentation	orientated	towards	the	unknown	future,	in	

which	the	actions	of	the	presence	are	driven	by	the	wishes	to	the	future.	Wishes	that	are	

carried	by	technology	constituting	a	third	framing	that	shapes	the	rationality	of	the	

arguments:	The	technology	of	risk	management.			

8.2.2	The	Technology	of	Risk	Management		
The	Foucault-quotation	above	on	biopolitics	(page	62)	could	have	been	a	passage	from	a	risk	

management	textbook.	What	differentiates	biopolitics	and	risk	management	is	the	level	on,	

																																																								
7	This	refers	to	the	time	before	the	18th	of	May	2021	as	a	result	of	the	empirical	sampling.		
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which	they	operate.	Biopolitics	operates	on	the	level	of	population.	Risk	management	is	the	

operating	side	of	biopolitics.		

	

The	risk	management	framing	in	this	particular	debate	concerns	the	risk	of	terror	attacks	and	

the	risk	of	radicalization.	In	Paul	Hopkin’s	(2013)	book,	Risk	Management,	risk	is	defined	as	

“(…)	those	events	with	the	potential	to	have	a	significant	negative	impact	(…)”	(2013:	1).	In	

general	and	depending	on	the	scope	and	context	of	an	organization,	risk	management	seeks	to	

achieve	the	best	possible	outcome	by	preventing	negative	events	(Hopkin,	2013:	3).	In	other	

words,	predicting	and	preventing	“the	unknown”.	Orientations	towards	the	future	exemplified	

in	the	ideas	of	prevention,	prediction,	potentiality	and	precaution	are	all	elements	of	the	risk	

management	technology,	which	recurred	as	central	elements	in	the	analysis	of	the	

argumentation	in	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.		

	

Within	the	risk	management	framing,	counterterrorism	measures	are	measures	of	prevention	

and	precaution,	which	the	cultural	anthropologist,	Joseba	Zulaika	(2016)	argues	“(…)	operates	

before	the	crimes	have	been	committed;	that	is,	against	the	nonactions	of	potential	terrorist.”	

(2016:	45).	This	development	undermines	the	principle	of	presumption	of	innocence;	that	any	

person	is	innocent	until	proven	guilty	(European	Court	of	Human	Rights,	1994:	Article	6,	2).	

The	risk	management	technology	equals	actual	innocence	and	virtual	innocence	(Fadil,	Van	

Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:6),	where	actual	innocence	is	subordinated	to	the	risk	of	

future	guilt.	Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier	(2021)	criticize	that	it	is	the	children’s	

genealogical	affiliation	and	socialisation,	and	not	their	actions,	which	give	ground	for	doubting	

their	future	innocence	(Fadil	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	19).	In	the	actual	debate,	it	

appears	as	a	given,	that	the	risk	of	radicalization	affects	the	potential	to	sympathize	with	(and	

at	worst	become)	terrorists	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	&	Dumortier,	2021:	14).	The	Danish	

children	in	question	are	suspected	before	the	crime	has	been	committed	as	potential	

terrorists.	They	are	framed	innocent	now,	but	their	future-innocence	(or	potential	guilt)	is	

object	to	calculation	in	accordance	with	the	logic	and	language	of	risk	management.	

8.2.3	“A	Scientific	Approach”		
Albeit	Mavelli	(2016)	claims	that	imagination	has	replaced	science	in	an	aim	of	accessing	“the	

unknown”	in	the	complex	threat	landscape	of	today,	the	language	of	risk	management	has	
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hold	on	to	a	positivistic	scientific	appearance.	Risk	managers	often	use	scales,	graphs,	and	

references	to	numbers,	statistics	and	tables	to	validate	their	risk	assessments	(Hopkin,	2013:	

245-267)	

	

The	majority	of	both	political	statements	during	the	first	parliament	resolution	debate	

regarding	B	128	and	the	printed	news	analysed	refer	to	the	conclusions	of	intelligence	

services	as	PET,	CTA	or	FE	(appendix	D	and	E),	who,	among	others,	do	risk	and/or	threat	

assessments	to	ensure	security	of	the	Danish	society.	To	describe	such	an	assessment,	Ekstra	

Bladet	brought	an	article	in	which	Jacob	Kaarsbo,	who	holds	a	leading	position	in	the	risk-

consulting	firm	Bischoff	Advisory,	analysed	a	PET	and	FE	assessment	of	the	Danish	women	

and	children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps:	

	

Internally	within	the	profession	of	intelligence	services,	we	speak	about	a	high	

or	very	high	 level	of	 threat.	 It	corresponds	 to	red	or	dark	red	on	 the	general	

threat-scale,	and	perhaps	this	equals	a	four	or	a	five	on	the	danger-scale,	which	

are	applied	to	people.	(Foght,	Mio,	Khaja	&	Findalen,	2021c:	20)	

	

From	Kaarsbo’s	account	the	assessments	includes	levels,	colour	coding,	scales	and	numbers.	

Furthermore,	Ekstra	Bladet	printed	the	“threat-scale”	to	visualise	the	operational	tool	PET	

uses	in	their	assessments	on	terror	threats	(Foght	et	al.	2021:	20).	How	a	threat	–	in	this	

event,	the	threat	supposedly	posed	by	the	Danish	women	and	children	–	is	assessed,	is	not	

described	in	the	news	piece.	Nevertheless,	the	conclusion	is	that	five	of	the	Danish	women	are	

assessed	as	“3”	according	to	the	“danger-scale”	(in	Danish:	Farlighedsskala,	Foght	et	al.	2021:	

20).	In	this	assessment,	of	the	Danish	women’s	potentiality	of	becoming	a	terror	threat	to	

Danish	society,	the	Danish	women	are	referred	to	as	numbers,	which	eliminates	their	

individuality	and	unique	conditions.	When	Butler	(2010)	introduces	her	concept	of	

grievablilty,	she	explains	the	ungrievable	lives	as	those,	who	are	effectively	transformed	into	

an	instrument,	a	target	or	simply	appear	as	a	number	in	statistics	(2010:	ix-x).	Being	a	

number	removes	the	human	recognisable	and	degrades	the	person	to	a	passive	figure	in	a	

neutral	system	of	numbers,	which	deliberately	or	unconsciously	allow	for	the	readers	to	

distance	themselves	from,	in	this	particular	event,	the	Danish	woman.	
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Beside	number-ratings,	another	analytical	tool,	used	by	risk	managers,	is	rating	scales	based	

on	likelihood	(Hopkin,	2013:	67).	In	the	CTA	annual	Assessment	on	the	Terror	Threat	against	

Denmark	(2021)	the	Danish	children	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	are	for	exampled	rated	as	

“unlikely”	due	to	the	young	age	of	the	children	(2021:	27).	What	“unlikely”	entails,	or	how	this	

conclusion	was	reached	is	not	stated	from	the	rapport	(CTA,	2021:	27).	Determining	

likelihood	draws	on	the	mathematical	idea	of	calculation	of	probability,	which	like	the	scales	

and	number	rating,	draw	on	a	positivistic	scientific	appearance.	The	arguments,	which	draw	

on	CTA’s	assessments,	build	reliability	with	these	references,	as	the	indicators	in	the	

assessments	is	in	accordance	with	a	classical	idea	of	rationality	as	what	can	be	calculated.	This	

risk	management	framing	creates	credibility	in	an	era	of	positivism	as	the	dominating	

scientific	ideology,	claiming	that	truth	is	objectively	measurable.	

	

The	positivistic	scientific	appearance	contributes	to	the	legitimization	of	uncertain	future	

oriented	argumentation	as	comparable	to	a	factual	presence:	the	imagined	future	is	presented	

as	hard	facts	(in	numbers,	scales,	color-coding,	etc.)	corresponding	to	the	hard	facts	of	the	

present.	The	positivistic	scientific	appearance	of	risk	management	covers	political	and/or	

emotional	motives	in	the	debate.	What	is	happening	within	the	risk	management	frame	can	

best	be	explained	as	a	quantification	of	qualitative	problems,	where	references	to	experts	are	

(just	as	numbers	and	scales)	used	to	build	valid	argumentation	that	draw	on	the	classical	idea	

of	what	truth	looks	like.	

8.2.4	The	Dimension	of	Prioritizing	
Enhanced	by	the	technologies	of	risk	management,	the	already	emerging	tendency	towards	

dehumanizing	in	the	war	framing,	the	ground	is	prepared	for	Foucault’s	second	aspect	of	

biopolitics:	The	differentiation	between	good	or	bad,	between	solution	or	problem,	between	

wanted	and	unwanted.		

	

In	biopolitics	a	distinction	is	made	between	the	positive	(what	we	want	and	what	we	like)	and	

the	negative,	which	we	must	avoid,	exclude,	or	include	on	special	terms	(Foucault,	1976:	254).	

Consequently,	there	is	a	hierarchical	division,	which	introduces	positions	as	superior	and	

subordinate.	By	virtue	of	the	biopolitical	occupation	with	the	control	of	the	human-mass,	

management	of	“random	events”	(Foucault,	1976:	249)	and	obtaining	“an	average”	(Foucault,	
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1976:	246),	biopolitics	inevitably	express	a	sort	of	racism	(Foucault,	1976:	258),	in	which	

some	are	prioritised	before	others:		

	

The	 appearance	within	 the	biological	 continuum	of	 the	human	 race	of	 races,	

the	distinction	among	races,	the	hierarchy	of	races,	the	fact	that	certain	races	

are	described	as	good	and	that	others,	 in	contrast,	are	described	as	 infior:	all	

this	is	a	way	of	fragmenting	the	field	of	the	biological	that	power	controls.	It	is	

a	way	of	 separating	out	 the	groups	 that	 exist	within	a	population.	 (Foucault,	

1976:	254-255)	

	

Butler	(2010)	discusses	the	subject	versus	the	group,	or	how	the	tendency	is	to	describe	

subjects	with	very	few	characteristics,	for	example:	she	is	Muslim	(Butler:	2010:	141).	In	this	

characteristic	of	the	subject,	the	subject	is	instantly	becoming	a	part	of	a	group.	This	

observation	corresponds	to	the	biopolitical	obsession	with	control	of	the	masses	–	not	the	

individuals	(Foucault,	1976:	242).	The	biopolitical	perspective	only	sees	the	group	and	it’s	

significant	to	the	future	society.	The	Danish	women	and	children	in	question	are	instantly	

grouped	within	the	“Muslim	group”.	In	Frames	of	War	(2010)	Butler	addresses	the	

relationship	between	Islam	and	the	Western	world,	which	she	explain	by	her	concept	of	

recognisability:	

	

Consider	how	(…)	Islam	is	seen	as	barbaric	or	pre-modern,	as	not	yet	having	

conformed	 to	 those	norms	 that	make	 the	human	 recognizable.	Those	we	kill	

are	not	quite	human,	and	not	quite	alive,	which	means	that	we	do	not	feel	the	

same	horror	and	outrage	over	the	loss	of	their	lives	as	we	do	over	the	loss	or	

those	lives	that	bear	national	or	religious	similarity	to	our	own.	(2010:	42)	

	

Recognisability	determines	who	is	recognized	as	human.	In	the	quotation,	Muslim	culture	is	

described	non-recognizable	in	a	Western	culture.	As	Muslim	lives	are	not	recognizable,	Butler	

describes	how	their	lives	become	ungrievable.	From	a	Western	biopolitical	perspective,	

Muslim	lives	are	separated	as	a	group	existing	within	the	Western	population	(Foucault,	

1976:	255),	which	do	not	fit	the	homeostasis	(Foucault,	1976:	246).		
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Tellidis	(2016)	points	to	an	alienated	relationship	with	reference	to	the	difference	between	

cultures	ruled	by	religion	and	secularized	cultures	(2016:	135),	and	Kublitz	(2010)	detects	

the	“Enlightenment	discourse”	(2010:	116)	in	the	Danish	political	debate,	which	hierarchically	

distinguishes	Danish	and	Muslim	values	(2010:	113).	As	the	analytical	section	6.3.2	Muslim	

traitor	on	page	37	reveals,	these	points	of	view	on	Muslim	culture	are	also	applicable	in	the	

debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children.	

8.3	Frames	that	Frame		
Viewed	from	Butler’s	(2010)	idea	of	framing	and	framing	of	frames,	the	arguments	regarding	

repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	become	meaningful	on	a	deeper	level.	As	a	

consequence	of	the	war	framing,	an	antagonistic	format	dominates	the	debate,	which	appears	

in	the	strict	division	between	for	or	against	repatriation	that	the	whole	debate	is	built	around,	

in	the	‘us’	and	‘them’.	Furthermore,	the	Danish	women	and	children	are	framed	as	

incompatible	oppositions,	still	inseparable	due	to	the	family	construction.	An	example	of	this	

framing	is	with	regard	to	national	affinity,	in	which	the	Danish	children	are	predominantly	

agreed	on	as	included	within	the	“Danish-us”	and	much	effort	is	put	into	excluding	the	Danish	

women	from	the	“Danish-us”.	The	attempts	echo	the	relationship	between	the	West	and	

Islam,	which	again	constitutes	an	antagonism	and	draw	back	lines	to	the	‘war	on	terror’.		

	

The	second	framing	of	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	is	best	

exemplified	by	Foucault’s	thoughts	on	biopolitics,	with	its	orientation	towards	a	future	

homeostasis	and	the	necessary	prioritisations.	The	biopolitical	framing	provides	an	

opportunity	to	explain	why	speculations	of	the	future	are	accepted	as	argumentation	

comparable	to	factual	presence.	In	Mavilli’s	(2016)	analysis	of	Western	society,	the	threat	

landscape	has	reached	a	level	of	complexity,	which	demands	access	to	what	he	terms	“the	

unknown”.	In	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children,	these	unknowns	

are	evident	in	an	argumentation,	which	is	builds	on	assumptions	and	uncertainties.		

	

The	biopolitical	society	is	preoccupied	with	the	administration	and	control	of	life	of	the	

population	as	a	mass.	With	the	aim	of	controlling	life	of	the	population,	this	societal	

perspective	makes	use	of	regulatory	security	mechanisms	concentrated	on	prevention.	As	the	
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debate	concerns	the	risk	of	terror	attacks	and	the	risk	of	radicalization	–	both	perceived	as	a	

threat	to	national	security.		

	

The	first	dimension	of	the	biopolitical	framing	concerns	the	technology	of	risk	management.	

As	the	operational	side	of	biopolitics,	the	logic	of	risk	management	permeates	the	debate	in	its	

focus	on	prediction,	prevention,	potentiality	and	precaution,	and	in	the	use	of	a	format	

equivalent	to	a	positivistic	scientific	expression,	which	draws	on	a	classical	idea	of	how	to	

represent	the	truth.	This	format	represents	estimates	of	the	future	as	hard	facts,	which	add	to	

the	legitimacy	of	arguments	permeated	by	uncertainties	and	assumptions.		

	

Furthermore,	embedded	in	the	biopolitical	perspective	is	a	prioritisation,	which	expresses	a	

judgement	between	desirable	and	undesirable.	Throughout	the	examination	of	the	framing	of	

the	Danish	women	and	children	in	the	debate	on	repatriation,	the	Danish	women	appear	

undesirable	and	the	Danish	children	at	least	grievable.	Returning	to	the	tense	relationship	

between	the	West	and	Islam,	which	distinguishes	Western	and/or	Danish	values	and	Muslim	

values	hierarchically,	I	find	that	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	

could	be	interpreted	as	an	example	of	what	Foucault	terms	biopolitical	racism	(Foucault,	

1976:	258),	whether	it	is	intentional	or	non-intentional	(Butler,	2010:	73-74).		

	

The	technological	framing	operates	through	hiding	the	judgements	implicit	in	the	meeting	

between	war	framing	and	biopolitics.	Where	war	framing	creates	the	division	between	‘us’	

and	‘them’,	biopolitics	amplifies	this	distinction.	In	biopolitics	“killing”	‘them’	benefits	‘us’:		

	

When	 I	 say	 “killing”,	 I	 obviously	 do	 not	mean	 simply	murder	 as	 such,	 but	 also	

every	form	of	indirect	murder:	(…)	political	death,	expulsion,	rejection,	and	so	on.	

(Foucault,	1976:	256).	 	
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9.	Discussion		
In	this	chapter,	I	shall	discuss	the	credibility	of	my	project	(9.1)	and	this	thesis’s	contribution	

to	the	field	(9.2).	The	first	part	of	the	discussion	shall	address	the	credibility	of	the	thesis,	

which	within	social	science	relates	to	the	standard	of	validity	(Kvale	&	Brinkmann,	2009:	

272).	Validity	originates	from	a	positivistic	epistemology,	but	has	been	modified	to	suit	a	

postmodern	approach	in	which	there	is	no	objective	truth	(Kvale	&	Brinkmann,	2009:	274).	

The	postmodern	version	of	validity	addresses	the	consistency	in	the	process	and	of	the	

project	(Kvale	&	Brinkmann,	2009:	273,	275).	This	means	that	the	consistency	contains	two	

dimensions.	The	first	being	whether	there	is	coherence	between	problem,	theory,	method,	

empirical	material,	analysis	and	conclusion.	The	second	dimension	involves	the	reliability	of	

each	element	in	itself,	e.g.	whether	the	empirical	material	is	sufficient.		

9.1	Credibility		
As	it	is	stated	in	section	1.3	Ethical	considerations	on	page	5,	this	project	do	not	aim	at	taking	a	

stand	in	the	conviction	of	the	Danish	women	and	children,	nor	does	it	aim	at	taking	a	stand	on	

whether	or	not	the	Danish	women	and	children	should	or	should	not	be	repatriated.	This	does	

not	release	me	of	having	a	personal	opinion,	however,	I	claim	that	applying	Butler	(2010)	and	

Foucault	(1976)	as	the	entry	to	the	debate	helped	to	create	a	distance	between	my	personal	

opinions	and	the	aim	of	the	project.		

	

My	process	has	been	characterized	by	an	abductive	reasoning,	in	which	the	starting	point	was	

my	interest	in	the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	in	

Syrian	refugee	camps.	Butler’s	(2010)	analytical	concept	of	war	framing	was	chosen	and	

inspired	by	my	prior	interest	to	the	debate,	and	have	been	used	as	the	analytical	tool	on	the	

debate	–	not	as	an	explanation.	The	analytical	concept	of	war	framing	enabled	the	data	

material	to	respond.	In	interplay	with	the	post-structural	position	and	the	analytical	concepts,	

the	iterative	process	of	collecting	data	–	in	which	every	step	is	a	consequence	of	the	insights	

created	by	the	previous	step	(Schwartz-Shea	&	Yanow,	2012:	32)	–	ensured	that	the	relevant	

data	material	were	included	and	processed.	An	illustrative	example	is	the	development	from	

the	coding	of	the	political	debate	to	the	coding	of	the	public	debate	(see	section	3.3	Organizing	

the	Data	Material	on	page	20).			
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Theoretical	choices	are	made	transparent	by	accounting	for	the	opportunities	and	

delimitations	that	the	post-structural	position	entails	in	the	chapter	2	on	page	14.	Likewise,	

the	empirical	approach	and	the	methodological	choices	are	made	transparent	by	describing	

these	in	detail	in	the	methodological	section	(chapter	3	on	page	15).	Furthermore,	I	have	

documented	the	screening	process	and	coding	in	the	appendices.		

9.2	The	Contribution		
A	post-structural	theoretical	position	allowed	me	to	concentrate	on	a	single	specific	situated	

and	temporal	event:	the	event	of	the	debate	regarding	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	

children	detained	in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol.	As	an	effect	of	the	abductive	

approach	and	the	situatedness	of	the	event,	this	thesis	does	not	contribute	with	a	

generalizable	insight,	which	can	be	transferred	directly	to	other	events.		

	

In	relation	to	other	research	or	contributions	addressing	this	debate	(Fadil,	Van	Buggenhout	

&	Dumortier,	2021;	Sivenbring	2021;	Spadaro,	2020),	the	findings	of	this	thesis	do	not	negate	

or	replace	any	existing	findings	with	a	universal	explanation.	Instead	the	findings	of	this	

thesis	may	contribute	with	another	interpretative	approach.		

	

With	Foucault	and	Butler	as	the	entry	to	the	examination,	the	focus	has	been	on	questioning	

what	is	taken-for-granted.	What	this	thesis	may	contribute	to	is	the	insight	into	how	frames	

that	frame,	or	frames	that	operate	on	a	deeper,	more	fundamental	level,	enables	certain	paths	

and	limits	others.	Furthermore,	the	thesis	shows	how	multiple	frames	operate.	In	the	actual	

event	they	are	amplifying	each	other,	however,	that	might	not	be	the	effect	with	other	

framings.		

	

In	a	broader	perspective	does	the	project	contribute	to	an	approach	program	consisting	of	an	

abductive	approach,	a	post-structural	theoretical	position,	usage	of	framing	as	analytical	

concept	and	eventalization	as	analytical	strategy,	which	may	uncover	taken-for-granted	

frames,	that	conditions	a	specific	event.	
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10.	Conclusion		
With	this	thesis,	the	aim	was	to	bring	attention	to	the	effects	of	the	notion	of	the	‘war	on	

terror’	in	the	public	and	political	debate	regarding	the	Danish	women	and	children	detained	

in	the	Syrian	refugee	camps	Al-Roj	and	Al-Hol.	The	association	between	‘war’	and	‘terror’	

made	Butler’s	(2010)	concept	of	war	framing	a	relevant	entry	to	the	debate,	which	shaped	the	

analytical	focus	and	the	approach	of	the	thesis.	Foucault’s	(1978)	methodological	strategy	of	

eventalization	provided	the	delimitation	of	the	debate,	the	choice	of	empirical	material,	and	

guided	the	analytical	process.	The	empirical	material	was	analysed	in	an	abductive	process	

pendulating	between	analytical	frame	and	observations.	

	

The	‘war	on	terror’	frames	the	arguments	in	the	debate	by	subscribing	to	a	war-terminology	

and	in	particular	a	war-rationality.	The	war-rationality	is	evident	in	a	dominating	antagonistic	

premise,	which	conditions	the	trajectories	of	the	debate.	The	antagonistic	premise	allows	for	a	

sharp	division	between	good	and	bad,	‘us’	and	‘them’,	grievable	and	ungrievable.		

	

The	affiliation	between	mother	and	child	constituted	the	central	element	of	the	debate.	Norms	

relating	to	the	family	institution	determined	that	the	Danish	women	and	children	might	not	

be	separated,	which	left	the	dilemma	of	kinship:	repatriate	all	or	none.	From	this	question	the	

further	examination	took	its	departure.		

	

Whether	the	arguments	are	for	or	against	repatriation,	there	is	a	broad	agreement	that	the	

Danish	women	are	posing	a	security	threat	and	that	the	Danish	children	are	(most	likely)	

innocent	and	in	need	of	assistance.	The	examination	of	the	framing	exposed	a	rationality	in	

which	the	Danish	women	are	framed	as	enemies	of	the	Danish	society	(ungrievable),	and	the	

Danish	children	are	framed	as	victims	(grievable).	This	differentiation	between	grievable	and	

ungrievable	lives	was	ultimately	linked	to	national	affinity,	which	expressed	respectively	

inclusion	or	exclusion	of	the	“Danish-us”.		

	

The	framing	of	the	Danish	women	is	more	or	less	consistent.	In	regards	to	the	framing	of	the	

Danish	children,	the	argumentation	is	less	conclusive.	In	accordance	with	the	Western	

concept	of	‘the	innocent	child’,	the	Danish	children	are	framed	as	innocent	victims	in	the	
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debate.	But	argumentation	oriented	towards	the	future,	based	on	speculations,	potentiality	

and	predictions	introduces	doubt	about	the	innocence	of	the	children	and	their	potentiality	as	

threats.		

	

This	way	of	arguing,	by	comparing	present	facts	to	a	stipulated	future,	pointed	towards	an	

additional	framing	of	the	debate:	the	biopolitical	framing.	Biopolitics	operate	on	a	level	of	

groups	and	population	and	contains	two	major	aspects:	Orientation	towards	the	future,	

embedded	the	technology	of	risk	management,	and	an	embedded	necessary	differentiating	

and	prioritizing.	As	an	effect	of	the	biopolitical	technology,	prediction	gains	status	as	fact	in	

the	debate	on	repatriation	of	the	Danish	women	and	children,	and	actual	innocence	can	be	

subordinated	to	the	risk	of	future	guilt.	Biopolitical	prioritization	appears	in	a	hierarchical	

distinction	where	what	is	good	for	one	side	is	bad	for	the	other	and	visa-versa.	In	this	

particular	debate	the	distinction	is	between	Danish	and	Muslim	values,	in	which	Muslim	

values	are	(unquestionably)	bad	for	the	survival	of	the	Danish	society.		

	

In	the	event	the	war	framing	and	the	biopolitical	framing	are	mutually	amplifying.	Despite	

that	the	two	frames	operate	in	different	ways,	the	interplay	intensifies	each	of	their	effects.	

The	war	frame	initiates	the	antagonistic	‘us’	versus	‘them’.	The	biopolitical	frame	makes	this	

dichotomy	into	a	basic	feature	of	the	biopoliticial	society,	a	taken-for-granted,	where	what	is	

good	for	‘them’	is	bad	for	‘us’.	And	this	potent	framing	of	the	debate	on	repatriation	is	

facilitated	by	risk	management	technologies	that	hide	prejudice	and	opinions	in	statistics,	

scales,	and	numbers.	 	
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Appendix	A:	First	screening	of	the	public	debate;	selection	of	the	
focus	period	March,	April	and	May	2021	
	
Data	is	found	on	the	database,	Informedia	with	the	search	criteria:		
("Islamisk	Stat")	AND	(børn)	AND	(Danmark	OR	dansk).	
	

	
Period	 Web	 Nationwide	dailies	

		 01.03.2019-31.03.2019	 122	 39	

20
19
	 01.04.2019-30.04-2019	 634	 56	

01.05.2019-31.05.2019	 103	 27	
01.06.2019-30.06.2019	 397	 48	
01.07.2019-31.06.2019	 100	 30	

		 01.08.2019-31.08.2019	 150	 36	
		 01.09.2019-30.09.2019	 188	 25	
		 01.10.2019-31.10.2019	 429	 83	
		 01.11.2019-30.11.2019	 494	 90	
		 01.12.2019-31.12.2019	 147	 42	
		 01.01.2020-31.01.2020	 207	 25	

20
20
	 01.02.2020-29.02.2020	 53	 23	

01.03.2020-31.03.2020	 25	 8	
01.04.2020-30.04-2020	 10	 5	
01.05.2020-31.05.2020	 31	 7	

		 01.06.2020-30.06.2020	 48	 9	
		 01.07.2020-31.06.2020	 23	 11	
		 01.08.2020-31.08.2020	 27	 12	
		 01.09.2020-30.09.2020	 17	 7	
		 01.10.2020-31.10.2020	 12	 6	
		 01.11.2020-30.11.2020	 51	 14	
		 01.12.2020-31.12.2020	 63	 27	
		 01.01.2021-31.01.2021	 27	 17	

20
21
	 01.02.2021-28.02.2021	 179	 29	

01.03.2021-31.03.2021	 1074	 252	
01.04.2021-30.04-2021	 409	 124	
01.05.2021-31.05.2021	 563	 83	

		 01.06.2021-30.06.2021	 199	 31	

		 01.07.2021-31.06.2021	 35	 5	

		 01.08.2021-31.08.2021	 187	 28	

		 01.09.2021-30.09.2021	 177	 34	

		 01.10.2021-14.10.2021	 576	 43	
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Appendix	B:	Second	screening	of	the	public	debate;	selection	of	13-
day	period	and	dailies	representing	the	public	debate	
	
Further	examination	of	the	data	from	appendix	A,	found	on	the	database,	Informedia	with	the	
search	criteria:	("Islamisk	Stat")	AND	(børn)	AND	(Danmark	OR	dansk).	
The	raw	data	can	be	seen	in	appendix	B.2	on	the	following	pages.	Appendix	B.1	is	a	graphical	
representation	of	the	same	data.	
	

Appendix	B.1	
	
Graph	showing	the	number	of	relevant	articles	in	selected	dailies	in	the	period	from	1st	of	
March	to	the	30th	of	May.		
	
The	spike	in	articles	from	the	18th	of	March	to	the	3rd	of	April	is	highlighted,	and	this	period	is	
further	examined	for	the	three	dailies,	Politikken,	Berlingske	and	Ekstra	Bladet.	
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Appendix	B.2		
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Sum,	full	
period	 2046	 350	 73	 67	 45	 22	 46	 20	 3	 9	 27	 		 38	
Sum,	selected	
period	 904	 175	 35	 38	 23	 10	 20	 9	 3	 3	 13	 		 21	
1/3/2021	 4	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
2/3/2021	 11	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
3/3/2021	 29	 4	 2	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
4/3/2021	 5	 5	 2	 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
5/3/2021	 3	 2	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
6/3/2021	 2	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
7/3/2021	 16	 3	 1	 		 		 		 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		
8/3/2021	 3	 2	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		
9/3/2021	 3	 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
10/3/2021	 3	 2	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
11/3/2021	 15	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
12/3/2021	 3	 2	 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
13/3/2021	 3	 2	 		 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
14/3/2021	 29	 7	 4	 1	 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
15/3/2021	 51	 5	 		 		 		 		 1	 4	 		 		 		 		 		
16/3/2021	 13	 3	 		 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
17/3/2021	 40	 4	 		 		 2	 		 		 1	 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
18/3/2021	 51	 3	 		 		 1	 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
19/3/2021	 80	 9	 1	 2	 2	 		 1	 1	 1	 		 		 4(1)	 1	
20/3/2021	 32	 14	 1	 3	 4	 1	 1	 1	 1	 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
21/3/2021	 15	 12	 7	 2	 		 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
22/3/2021	 106	 5	 1	 2	 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
23/3/2021	 71	 16	 3	 2	 3	 1	 1	 1	 		 		 1	 16(4)	 4	
24/3/2021	 47	 13	 3	 3	 1	 1	 2	 		 		 		 1	 8(2)	 2	
25/3/2021	 65	 9	 3	 1	 1	 		 2	 		 		 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
26/3/2021	 53	 13	 1	 5	 1	 		 2	 		 		 2	 		 8(2)	 2	
27/3/2021	 12	 11	 1	 3	 1	 1	 1	 2	 		 		 2	 		 		
28/3/2021	 68	 6	 3	 1	 		 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
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29/3/2021	 37	 13	 1	 2	 4	 		 1	 1	 1	 		 1	 8(2)	 2	
30/3/2021	 109	 11	 3	 3	 		 1	 1	 1	 		 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
31/3/2021	 95	 17	 4	 3	 3	 1	 1	 		 		 1	 3	 4(1)	 1	
1/4/2021	 33	 7	 1	 1	 		 		 2	 		 		 		 		 12(3)	 3	
2/4/2021	 22	 4	 1	 1	 		 		 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		
3/4/2021	 8	 12	 1	 4	 2	 		 		 2	 		 		 2	 4(1)	 1	
4/4/2021	 4	 6	 		 		 3	 1	 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		
5/4/2021	 7	 2	 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
6/4/2021	 10	 3	 1	 		 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
7/4/2021	 13	 6	 1	 2	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		
8/4/2021	 46	 3	 		 1	 		 		 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		
9/4/2021	 19	 5	 		 		 		 1	 1	 		 		 3	 		 		 		
10/4/2021	 1	 3	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
11/4/2021	 4	 6	 3	 1	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
12/4/2021	 3	 2	 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
13/4/2021	 25	 2	 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
14/4/2021	 5	 2	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		
15/4/2021	 12	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
16/4/2021	 36	 4	 		 		 		 		 		 1	 		 1	 2	 		 		
17/4/2021	 4	 6	 1	 1	 		 		 1	 1	 		 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
18/4/2021	 6	 3	 		 		 3	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
19/4/2021	 31	 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
20/4/2021	 4	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
21/4/2021	 2	 1	 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
22/4/2021	 25	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		
23/4/2021	 17	 8	 1	 1	 		 2	 1	 1	 		 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
24/4/2021	 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
25/4/2021	 1	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
26/4/2021	 2	 2	 		 1	 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
27/4/2021	 28	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
28/4/2021	 12	 3	 1	 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
29/4/2021	 27	 3	 		 1	 		 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
30/4/2021	 1	 3	 1	 		 		 		 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		
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1/5/2021	 3	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
2/5/2021	 1	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
3/5/2021	 0	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
4/5/2021	 33	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
5/5/2021	 23	 2	 1	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
6/5/2021	 0	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		
7/5/2021	 5	 2	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 2	 		 		 		
8/5/2021	 37	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
9/5/2021	 3	 2	 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
10/5/2021	 7	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
11/5/2021	 18	 2	 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
12/5/2021	 5	 2	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
13/5/2021	 0	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
14/5/2021	 0	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
15/5/	2021	 3	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
16/5/2021	 3	 1	 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
17/5/2021	 0	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		
18/5/2021	 157	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
19/5/2021	 100	 10	 4	 1	 1	 		 1	 1	 		 		 1	 4(1)	 1	
20/5/2021	 46	 14	 1	 4	 2	 1	 1	 2	 		 		 1	 8(2)	 2	
21/5/2021	 23	 6	 1	 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 1	 8(2)	 2	
22/5/2021	 5	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)	 1	
23/5/2021	 2	 2	 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
24/5/2021	 2	 1	 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
25/5/2021	 4	 2	 1	 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
26/5/2021	 30	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
27/5/2021	 5	 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 4(1)		 1	
28/5/2021	 43	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
29/5/2021	 0	 2	 		 		 1	 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
30/5/2021	 3	 0	 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
31/5/2021	 2	 1	 		 		 		 		 1	 		 		 		 		 		 		
*	Avisen	Danmark	publishes	the	same	article	four	times	each	day.	To	adjust	for	this,	the	column	”Nationwide	
dailies”	includes	data	from	“Avisen	Danmark	corrected”	instead	of	“Avisen	Danmark”.	
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Appendix	C:	Third	screening	of	the	public	debate;	categorization	of	
articles	and	subsequent	selection	of	analysed	news	pieces	
	

The	individual	news	pieces,	from	each	of	the	three	chosen	dailies,	are	categorised	and	
relevant	pieces	are	selected	for	further	analysis.	
	
Colour	legend:	
De-selected		
Political	debate			
Public	debate		
	

Appendix	C.1:	Daily:	Politiken	
35	news	pieces	in	period.	15	are	selected.	
	
Date	 Title	of	news	piece		 Journalist/	

debater		
Category	
	

19.03.21	 Minister	under	pres:	Det	er	alvorligt.	Meget	
alvorligt		

Andreas	Bæksgaard		 Political	struggle	

20.03.21	 Det	lyder	lidt	som	”Komiske	Ali”	 Andreas	Bæksgaard	 Political	struggle	
21.03.21	 Hvad	gør	vi	med	de	danske	børn	i	de	syriske	

lejre?		
Katrine	Roved	Høj		 Political	standpoint	

21.03.21	 Bring	børnene	hjem		 Christian	Jensen		 Debate	contribution		
21.03.21	 Juraprofessor:	Søgsmål	skaber	politisk	pres		 Emilie	Maarbjerg	

Mørk	
Expert	opinion	

21.03.21	 LA	ændre	holdning:	Danske	børn	skal	hjem	
fra	Syriens	lejre	

Morten	Skærbæk	og	
Johan	Blem	Larsen	

Political	standpoint	

21.03.21	 Sagen	forfra:	De	danske	børn	i	Al-Hol	og	Al-
Roj	

Jens	Høyer	Jensen	 Explanatory	
overview	

21.03.21	 Partitjek:	Skal	børnene	tages	hjem?	 Jens	Høyer	Jensen	 Political	standpoint	
21.03.21	 SKET	I	UGEN:	Hvor	er	vi	bare	fænomenalt	

gode	
Ole	Rasmussen	 Debate	contribution	

22.03.21	 Ligesom	alle	andre	børn		 Bo	Søndergaard		 Narration	
23.03.21	 Belgien	har	gode	erfaringer	med	at	hente	

både	børn	og	mødre	hjem	fra	lejre		
Nilas	Heinshou	 European	

comparison/Expert		
23.03.21	 Det	ømme	punkt:	Rød	nervekrig	om	børnene	

i	Syrien	er	skærpet		
Kristian	Madsen	 Political	struggle	

23.03.21	 Fagbosser:	Børnene	må	hentes	hjem	fra	
Syrien		

Johan	Blem	Larsen	 Expert	opinion	

24.03.21	 Regeringen	er	mindre	bange	for	terror	en	for	
at	blive	kaldt	slap	på	udlændingepolitikken		

Tarek	Hussein	 Debate	contribution	
(political)	

24.03.21	 Naiv	IS-brud	eller	fanatisk	terrorist?	 Andreas	Selset		 Expert/Debate	
24.03.21	 Mette	Frederiksen	om	løsning	for	de	danske	

børn	i	Syrien:	Det	haster	ikke		
Mads	Hørkilde	og	
Johan	Blem	Larsen		

Political	standpoint	

25.03.21	 Advokat:	Kvinderne	er	ikke	tikkende	
bomber		

Morten	Skærbæk	 Expert	opinion		

25.03.21	 Børnene	i	Syriens	danske	aktivist	kæmper	
for	at	få	dem	hentet	hjem		

Olav	Hergel		 Debate	contribution	

25.03.21	 Krigen	mod	terror	blev	til	krigen	mod	
danske	børn		

Leila	Stockmarr	 Debate	contribution	
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Date	 Title	of	news	piece		 Journalist/	

debater		
Category	
	

26.03.21	 Efter	møde	med	statsministeren:	”Jeppe	
Kofod	er	i	særdeleshed	ikke	fredet”	

Johan	Blem	Larsen	 Political	struggle	

27.03.21	 I	Tyskland	opfattes	det	som	en	pligt	at	hente	
alle	IS-børn	hjem	fra	fangelejrene	

Kjeld	Hybel	 European	
comparison	(expert)	

28.03.21	 Børnenes	statsminister	bor	i	Findland		 Kristian	Klarskov		 European	
comparison		

28.03.21	 Læserne	mener:	Syrienbørn	I	og	Syrienbørn	
II	

Preben	Sørensen		
og	Marianne	
Bentsen-Pedersen		

Debate	contribution	

28.03.21		 Hver	eneste	dag	i	lejrene	øger	risikoen	for	ny	
terror	i	Europa		

Michael	Seidelin	 Expert	opinion		

29.03.21	 Læserne	mener:	Syrienbørn	I,	Syrienbørn	II,	
Syrienbørn	III	og	Syrienbørn	IV	

Benny	Schytte,	Tove	
Christiansen,	
Marianne	Olsen	og	
Dorte	Bennicke	

Debate	contribution	

30.03.21	 Regeringen	vil	lave	taskforce	for	børnene	i	
de	syriske	lejre	

Johan	Blem	Larsen	
og	Clara	Jermiin	
Kiersgaard	

Political	standpoint	

30.03.21	 Alene	mens	krigen	raser,	løber	behovet	for	
nødhjælp	op	i	68	milliarder	kroner		

Andreas	Jerichow	 Expert/UN	

30.03.21	 Sag:	IS-kvinder	trækker	Sverige	i	
menneskerettighedsdomstolen		
	

Kristina	Olsson	 European	
comparison			

31.03.21		 Et	afradikaliserende	hjem	er	bedre	end	en	
kalifatet		

Kathrine	Elmose	
Jørgensen		

Debate	contribution	

31.03.21	 Europas	mange	syn	på	børnene	i	Syrien	 Jens	Høyer	Jensen	 Explanatory	
overview/Europe		

31.03.21	 Aftale:	Taskforce	skal	se	på,	om	børn	i	lejre	
kan	hentes	hjem		

Kristian	Corfixen	og	
Johan	Blem	Larsen		

Political	standpoint	

31.03.21	 R	og	EL	truer	Jeppe	Kofod	med	fyring	trods	
aftale		

Kristian	Corfixen	og	
Johan	Blem	Larsen	

Political	struggle	

01.04.21	 USA:	Få	børn	og	voksne	hjem	fra	Syrien		 Kristian	Corfixen	og	
Johan	Blem	Larsen	

Expert	opinion		

02.04.21	 Jeg	tør	ikke	tænke	på	hvad	den	lejr	gør	ved	
børn	

Bo	Søndergaard	og	
Jan	Grarup		

Narration	

03.04.21	 Læserne	mener:	De	syriske	lejre	 Søren	Klebak		 Political	struggle	
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Appendix	C.2:	Daily:	Berlingske	
38	news	pieces	in	period.	17	are	selected.	
	
Date	 Title	of	news	piece		 Journalist/	

debater		
Category	
	

19.03.21	 Hemmeligholdelse	af	oplysninger	om	IS-lejre	
ryster	nævnsformand	

Cathrine	Block,	
Thue	Ahrenkilde	
Holm	og	Kalle	
Kehlet		

Political	struggle	

19.03.21	 S-ordfører	angrebet	advokat:	”Hyret	af	IS-
terroristern”	

Jens	Anton	
Bjørnager	og	Simon	
Andersen		

Political	struggle		

20.03.21	 For	3.000	dollar	kan	man	blive	smuglet	ud	af	
fangelejren.	Men	Islamisk	Stat	har	et	bedre	
tilbud.		

Carolina	Kamil		 Expert	opinion	

20.03.21	 Minister:	Islamisk	Stat	har	ikke	forsøgt	at	
bortføre	danske	børn		

Ritzau		 Political	standpoint	

20.03.21	 Regeringen	stævnet	for	at	efterlade	børn	
under	”livstruende”	forhold	i	Syrien		

Sara	Hodzic	og	Jens	
Anton	Bjørnager		

Narration		

21.03.21	 Er	Mette	Frederiksens	sande	mentor	Trump?		 Kristian	Mouritzen	 Political	struggle	
21.03.21	 Gallup:	Hver	anden	danske	vil	have	børnene	

i	de	syriske	lejre	hjem	–	men	mødrene	skal	
ikke	med		

Jens	Beck	Nielsen		 Expert	opinion		

22.03.21	 De	danske	børns	arvesynd	i	helvedslejrene	 Sara	Omar	 Debate	contribution	
22.03.21	 Liberal	Alliance	vil	have	danske	børn	hjem	

fra	Syrien		
Ritzau	 Political	standpoint	

23.03.21	 Fem	borgerlige	argumenter	for	at	børnene	i	
Syrien	skal	hjem	

Mette	Østergaard	 Debate	contribution	

23.03.21	 Hjemvendte	Syrien-kvinder	dømmes	på	
stribe	i	Europa		

Carolina	Kamil	 European	
comparison			

24.03.21	 Krisemøde	hos	Mette	Frederiksen	om	
Syrien-børn	

Søren	Domino	og	
Kalle	Kehlet	

Political	struggle	

24.03.21	 Mødre	i	syriske	fangelejre	kan	dømmes	efter	
dansk	terrorlov	

Sara	Hodzic	og	
Simon	Andersen	

Expert	opinion		

24.03.21	 S	lagde	hård	kurs	over	for	danske	børn	fra	
dag	ét	–	nu	stiger	presset		

Bent	Winther		 Political	standpoint	

25.03.21	 Er	de	danske	børn	på	vej	hjem?	 Bent	Winther		 Political	struggle	
26.03.21	 Borgerlige	stemmer	vil	have	børnene	hjem	

og	lægger	pres	på	V	og	K	
Kalle	Kehlet	og	
Martin	Borre		

Political	struggle	

26.03.21	 Hvem	er	det	egentlig,	der	har	vendt	ryggen	
til	Danmark?	

Adam	Holm	 Debate	contribution	

26.03.21	 Løkke	”får	ondt	i	hovedet	af	debatten	om	
Kofod”	

Simon	Andersen		 Political	struggle	

26.03.21	 Støttepartier	orienteret	om	hemmelige	
risikovurderinger		

Sara	Hodzic	og	
Søren	Domino	

Political	struggle	

26.03.21	 Eksperter	gennemhuller	forklaring	på	at	
lade	børn	blive	i	Syrien:	Mødre	har	ikke	krav	
på	familiesammenføring		

Sara	Hodzic	og	
Søren	Domino	

Expert	opinion		

27.03.21	 Læserne	mener:	Hjemtagning	af	børn	og	
mødre	

Brita	Dalsgaard	
Boolsen	

Debate	contribution	
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Date	 Title	of	news	piece		 Journalist/	
debater		

Category	
	

27.03.21	 Mette	Frederiksens	store	løgn	om	de	
dansk	børn	i	Syrien		

Pierre	Collignon		 Debate	
contribution/	
Political	struggle	

27.03.21	 Støttepartier	overvejer	tilliden	til	Jeppe	
Kofod	efter	orientering	om	børn	i	
fangelejre	

Sara	Hodzic,	Julie	
Schneider,	Kalle	
Kehlet	og	Søren	
Domino		

Political	struggle	

28.03.21	 Her	er	de	stenhårde,	udlændingestramme	
nationale	grunde	til	at	få	Syrien-børnene	
hjem		

Tom	Jensen		 Debate	contribution	

29.03.21	 DF-retsordfører:	De	19	børn	i	Syrien	er	
ikke	danske	–	de	skal	stoppes	ved	grænsen	

Jens	Anton	
Bjørnager		

Political	standpoint	

29.03.21	 Over	30	anholdt	under	stor	aktion	i	al-Hol-
lejren	

Ritzau		 Explanatory	
overview	

30.03.21	 Fanget	i	Syrien:	Her	er	de	danske	børn,	
som	sagen	handler	om		

Mikkel	Danielsen,	
Jens	Anton	
Bjørnager	og	Sara	
Hodzic	

Explanatory	
overview	

30.03.21	 Læserne	mener:	Tag	mødre	og	børn	hjem	
fra	lejrene	i	Syrien		

Grethe	Johansen		 Debate	contribution	

30.03.21	 Vores	nabolande	henter	børn	hjem	fra	
Syrien	

Mikkel	Fyhn	
Christensen		

Narration	(Europe)	

31.03.21	 Kurdisk	udenrigsminister	hælder	Mette	
Frederiksens	plan	ned	ad	brættet		

Redaktionen	 Narration	(political)	

31.03.21	 Lynaftale	fjerner	øksen	over	truet	minister	
og	udstiller	to	partiers	magtesløshed		

Bent	Winther	 Political	struggle	

31.03.21	 Ny	aftale	skal	hjælpe	Syrien-børn	–	men	
eksperter	ser	det	som	en	umulig	opgave		

Søren	Domino	og	
Julie	Schneider		

Expert	opinion		

01.04.21	 ”Så	jeg	er	ikke	dansker	mere?	Hvorfor?	Er	
jeg	mindre	værd?	

Carolina	Kamil		 Narration		

02.04.21	 Britisk	terrorekspert:	Pas	på,	hjemvendte	
børn	fra	IS-områder	kan	udgøre	en	
terrortrussel	

Simon	Andersen	og	
Sara	Hodzic		

Expert	opinion		

03.04.21	 Aziza	giftede	sig	med	en	mand	fra	Islamisk	
Stat.	Nu	vil	hun	hjem	til	Aarhus:	”Min	søn	
fortjener	at	få	gratis	sundhedsydelser”		

Carolina	Kamil		 Narration	

03.04.21	 Amerikanske	medier	kan	hun	få	øje	på	
racisme	i	Europa:	”De	spreder	helt	ærligt	
løgne	og	fake	news”	

Troels	Heeger		 Debate	contribution		

03.04.21	 Tidl.	Dommer	om	børn	i	flygtningelejr:	
Man	får	mistanke	om,	at	taskeforcen	er	ren	
politik	uden	tanke	på	juraen	

Frederik	Harhoff	 Debate	contribution	

03.04.21	 Nasa	Khader:	”De	her	kvinder	er	ikke	
fredelige,	harmløse	husmødre.	De	udgør	
en	sikkerhedstrussel”		

Julie	Schneider		 Political	standpoint	
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Appendix	C.3:	Daily:	Ekstra	Bladet	
23	news	pieces	in	period.	2	are	selected.	
	
Date	 Title	of	news	piece		 Journalist/	

debater		
Category	
	

18.03.21	 Flygter	fra	Syrien-Spørgsmål	 Thomas	Foght,	
James	Kristoffer	
Miles	og	Jeppe	
Findalen		

Political	struggle	

19.03.21	 Nationen:	Hvorfor	forlade	IS-paradiset		 Søren	Christiansen	 Debate	contribution	
19.03.21	 Nægter	at	forholde	sig	til	Syrien-børnene	 James	Kristoffer	

Miles,	Brian	
Weichardt	og	
Magnus	Mio	

Political	struggle	

20.03.21	 Nationen:	Skruen	uden	ende	 Flemming	Kjellberg		 Debate	contribution	
20.03.21	 Det	er	stærkt	utilfredsstillende	 Janus	Østergaard		 Political	struggle	
20.03.21	 Da	Mette	løj	 Mads	Kastrup	 Debate	contribution	

/Political	struggle	
20.03.21	 Rasmus	i	panik		 Slyngelstuen	 Political	struggle	
23.03.21	 Nationen:	Dyrt	for	underdanmark	 Michael	Thestrup		 Debate	contribution	
23.03.21	 Har	skabt	kalifatets	løveunger		 Magnus	Mio,	Nagieb	

Khaja,	Jeppe	
Findalen	og	Thomas	
Foght		

Political	struggle		

23.03.21	 Jorden	brænder	under	ham		 Ekstra	Bladet	
mener	

Political	struggle	

24.03.21	 Mette	F.	Vil	redde	Jeppe	Kofod	 Janus	Østergaard	og	
Jonas	Sahl	

Political	struggle	

25.03.21	 Ambassader	modtog	hemmelige	FE-
oplysninger		

Magnus	Mio,	Nagieb	
Khaja,	Jeppe	
Findalen	og	Thomas	
Foght	

Politics	

26.03.21	 Børnenes	kyniske	statsminister		 Ekstra	Bladet	
mener		

Political	struggle	

27.03.21	 Kofod	hænger	i	en	tynd	tråd	 Per	Mathiessen,	
Jonas	Sahl,	Magnus	
Mio	og	Brian	
Weichardt	

Political	struggle	

29.03.21	 Nationen:	Er	”danske	Sara”	dansk?		 Uwe	Max	Jensen	 Debate	contribution		
29.03.21	 Nationen:	I	øvrigt	mener…	 Jens	Torben	Buss		 Debate	contribution	
29.03.21	 Kvinder	er	ikke	hårdkogte	terrorister		 Thomas	Foght,	

Magnus	Mio,	Nagieb	
Khaja	og	Jeppe	
Findalen		

Expert	opinion	

29.03.21	 Sender	bamser	til	børnenes	statsminister	i	
protest		

Thomas	Foght,	
Magnus	Mio,	Nagieb	
Khaja	og	Jeppe	
Findalen	

Debate	

31.03.21	 Nationen:	Det	bliver	dyrt	at	hjælpe		 Morten	Dreyer		 Debate	contribution	
31.03.21	 Nationen:	Mødrene	har	skidt	i	egen	rede		 J.	Hartmann		 Debate	contribution	
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Date	 Title	of	news	piece		 Journalist/	
debater		

Category	
	

	 	 	 	
31.03.21	 Koford	er	ikke	fredet	 Janus	Østergaard	og	

Jeppe	Findalen		
Political	struggle	

03.04.21	 Nationen:	I	øvrigt	mener…	 Niels	Erik	H.	
Christensen	

Debate	contribution	

03.04.21	 Nationen:	Lad	vælgerne	bestemme		 J.	Hartmann		 Debate	contribution	
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Appendix	D:	Open	coding	of	the	political	debate,	based	on	parliament	
debate	regarding	B	128	
	
Quotes	from	the	1st	processing	debate	on	March	2nd	of	2021	of	proposal	for	parliamentary	
resolution	to	repatriate	the	Danish	children	detained	in	Syrian	refugee	camps	in	Syria	to	
Denmark	by	the	end	of	2021,	B	128		
	
Requested	by:	Rosa	Lund	(EL),	Christian	Juhl	(EL),	Pernille	Skipper	(EL),	Søren	Søndergaard	
(EL),	Mai	Villadsen	(EL),	Kristian	Hegaard	(RV),	Karina	Lorentzen	Dehnhardt	(SF),	Torsten	
Gejl	(ALT)	and	Sikandar	Siddique	(UFG)	
	
Committee:	Committee	on	Foreign	Affairs	
	
Abbreviations:	Minister	of	Foreign	Affairs	(MoFA),	Political	spokesperson	(PS)	
	
Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
21.40	 MoFA	

(S)	
Regeringen	vil	ikke	have	fremmedkrigere	
til	Danmark.	Vi	ønsker	ikke	at	hjælpe	
fremmedkrigere,	og	vi	vil	heller	ikke	lade	
fremmedkrigere	bruge	deres	børn	som	
løftestang	til,	at	de	selv	kan	rejse	til	
Danmark	–	det	land,	de	har	forrådt.		

Threat	 Foreign	fighters,	
using	/	exploiting	
children,	"betrayed"	
DK	=	almost	infidels	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

(…)	Enhedslistens	ordfører	ønsker	at	
hente	både	de	voksne	fremmedkrigere	og	
deres	børn	til	Danmark.		

Threat	 Foreign	fighters	=	
violence	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

(…)	det	var	fremmedkrigernes	eget	valg	at	
vende	Danmark,	friheden	og	demokratiet	
ryggen.		

Threat	 Foreign	fighters,	
enlightenment	
discourse	(them	/	
us),	Denmark	=	
freedom	and	
democracy,	agency	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

at	støtte	Islamisk	Stats	umenneskelige	
terror-,	tortur-	og	rædselsregime.	De	
tilsluttede	sig	en	militant	kamp	mod	alt,	
hvad	Danmark	er	og	står	for.	Vi	taler	om	et	
barbarisk	terrorregime,	som	huggede	
hovederne	af	dem,	de	opfattede	som	
vantro.	De	brændte	folk	levende,	de	
kastede	homoseksuelle	ud	fra	hustage,	de	
stenede	kvinder	for	påstået	utroskab,	og	
de	udsatte	fanger	for	de	mest	horrible	
torturmetoder,	man	kan	forestille	sig.	Med	
fremmedkrigernes	tilvalg	af	Islamisk	Stat	
og	fravalg	af	Danmark	ligger	deres	fremtid	
ikke	her	i	landet.	

Threat	 Horror	story,	
enlightenment	
discourse	(them	/	
us),	choice	=	action	
cancer	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
21.40	 MoFA	

(S)	
De	valgte,	at	deres	egen	og	deres	børns	
fremtid	og	tilværelse	skulle	være	i	et	af	de	
værste	terrorregimer,	verden	har	set.	De	
gav	deres	børn	den	værst	tænkelige	start	
på	livet.	Det	gør	ondt	at	tænke	på,	men	det	
var	deres	valg	og	deres	ansvar.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Empathy,	
responsibility:	
parents	bear	the	
blame	(government	
disclaims	
responsibility),	
choice	=	action	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

kan	det	dog	ikke	udelukkes,	at	den	
helbredsmæssige	situation	for	det	enkelte	
barn	i	nogle	tilfælde	vil	kunne	udvikle	sig	
på	en	måde,	der	ekstraordinært	kan	give	
anledning	til	handling	fra	dansk	side.		

Victim	/	
offender	

health	/	illness	=	
suffering	=	
extraordinary	action	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

Det	vil	også	kræve,	at	moderen	samtykker	
til	adskillelsen	fra	sit	barn,	for	
fremmedkrigere	er	uønskede	i	Danmark.		

Mother	/	
child	

Separation	of	mother	
and	child,	mother	=	
Foreign	fighter	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

Jeg	vil	samtidig	understrege,	at	regeringen	
lægger	vægt	på	at	overholde	alle	
konventionsforpligtigelser.	Det	er	
regeringens	vurdering,	at	der	ikke	kan	
udledes	en	generel	retlig	forpligtigelse	til	
at	yde	bistand	til	at	evakuere	danske	
statsborgere,	der	har	opholdt	sig	hos	
Islamisk	Stat,	hverken	af	Den	Europæiske	
Menneskerettighedskonvention	eller	FN's	
børnekonvention,	heller	ikke	i	forhold	til	
børn.	

Conven-
tions	

Conventions	/	
international	
cooperation	/	
civilized	=	Denmark	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

De	andre	3	mødre,	som	er	danske	
statsborgere,	er	alle	blevet	afskåret	
bistand	fra	udenrigstjenesten.	Lad	mig	slå	
fast,	at	udenrigstjenesten	fortsat	kan	yde	
bistand	til	børnene,	og	at	
udenrigstjenesten	også	kan	føre	dialog	
med	mødre	og/eller	deres	repræsentanter	
om	børnenes	situation.	

Mother	/	
child	

Separation	of	mother	
and	child,	citizenship	
and	assistance	/	help	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

Og	lad	mig	understrege	klart:	Regeringen	
ønsker	ikke	at	hjælpe	fremmedkrigere	
med	at	komme	til	Danmark.	

Threat	 Foreign	fighters	=	
Foreign	=	not	"us"	+	
warriors	=	violence	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

Evakuering	af	et	barn,	der	opholder	sig	i	en	
af	lejrene	med	sin	mor,	vil	som	sagt	kræve,	
at	moren	samtykker	til	adskillelsen	fra	sit	
barn.	Dette	er,	fordi	fremmedkrigere	er	
uønskede	i	Danmark.	

Mother	/	
child	

Mother	=	Foreign	
fighters,	separation	
of	mother	and	child,	
unwanted	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

det	vil	forudsætte,	at	der	i	det	konkrete	
tilfælde	består	et	helt	særligt	
afhængighedsforhold	mellem	barnet	og	
den	pågældende	forælder.	

Mother	/	
child	

Separation	of	mother	
and	child	

21.40	 MoFA	
(S)	

Her	er	det	først	og	fremmest	forældreløse	
børn	og	andre	særlig	sårbare	børn,	der	
evakueres,		

Victim	/	
offender	

Suffers:	orphans	and	
vulnerable	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
21.40	 MoFA	

(S)	
Fremmedkrigere,	der	frivilligt	har	valgt	at	
rejse	til	Syrien	for	at	støtte	og	tilslutte	sig	
Islamisk	Stats	terror-,	volds-	og	
dødskalifat,	skal	ikke	forvente	hjælp	fra	
Danmark	–	det	land,	de	har	forrådt.	

Threat	 Warrior	goes	to	war,	
horror	story,	
"betrayed"	(loyalty)	

22.08	 PS	(S)	 Der	er	ikke	nogen	partier	i	Folketinget,	der	
fortjener	at	blive	regnet	for	så	kyniske.	Det	
er	tragisk,	at	der	er	børn,	der	lever	i	de	IS-
lejre	i	Nordsyrien,		

Victim	/	
offender	

Children	suffer,	
empathy,	tragedy	

22.08	 PS	(S)	 og	vi	henter	ikke	potentielle	terrorister	til	
Danmark.	Jeg	vil	gerne	understrege,	at	det	
er	forældrene,	jeg	omtaler	som	potentielle	
terrorister	

Threat	 Potential	(future)	
terrorists	=	parents	

22.08	 PS	(S)	 Jeg	understreger	altid,	at	små	børn	ikke	
udgør	en	trussel,	men	det	gør	deres	
forældre.	

Threat	 Children	=	innocence,	
parents	=	threat	

22.08	 PS	(S)	 Børnene	betaler	en	høj	pris	for,	at	deres	
forældre	valgte,	at	deres	families	fremtid	
skulle	ligge	i	Mellemøsten.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Children	=	victims,	
parents	=	offenders	

22.08	 PS	(S)	 Forældrene	har	tilsluttet	sig	en	af	de	mest	
menneskefjendske	bevægelser,	verden	har	
kendt	til.	Det	er	de	mange	uskyldige,	der	
har	fået	skåret	halsen	over	af	IS-krigere,	
grufulde	vidnesbyrd	om.	Den	
voldsparathed	skal	vi	ikke	slippe	løs	i	
Danmark,	og	det	er	risikoen	ved	at	hente	
forældrene	hjem.	

Threat	 Violence,	risk	
(statistics),	horror	
story	

22.08	 PS	(S)	 Men	de	syrere	og	irakere,	kurdere	og	
yazidiere	og	andre,	som	har	mistet	
familiemedlemmer,	har	været	sexslaver,	er	
blevet	pisket	og	tortureret,	har	en	
berettiget	forventning	om,	at	deres	bødler	
kommer	for	retten	frem	for	blot	at	blive	
evakueret	til	Danmark,	fordi	de	har	et	
rødbedefarvet	pas.	

IS	 Horror	story,	
executioners	

22.30	 PS	(V)	 for	Venstre	er	det	her	en	svær	sag,	og	det	
tror	jeg	den	er	for	alle,	som	har	et	hjerte.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Empathy,	"heart"	

22.30	 PS	(V)	 For	på	den	ene	side	handler	det	jo	om	
nogle	terrorister,	som	nok	er	nogle	af	de	
værste	terrorister,	vi	har	set	i	nyere	tid,	og	
hvor	det	også	er	meget,	meget	vigtigt	for	
os,	at	de	selvfølgelig	bliver	retsforfulgt,	og	
at	de	bliver	retsforfulgt	hurtigt.	

Threat	 Terrorists	

22.30	 PS	(V)	 På	den	anden	side	har	vi	så	børnene.	Jeg	er	
selv	far	til	to	små	børn,	og	jeg	forstår	
sagtens,	at	det	absolut	er	totalt	uskyldige	
børn,	vi	taler	om.	Derfor	er	det	også	vigtigt	
–	og	det	prøvede	jeg	også	at	spørge	
udenrigsministeren	om	–	hvordan	og	
hvorledes	vi	sikrer	bedst	mulige	vilkår	for	
de	her	børn.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Children!	Adresses	
recognition,	
innocence,	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
22.30	 PS	(V)	 Så	er	der	jo	stadig	væk	den	her	større	

gruppe	af	børn	til	stede,	hvor	vi	på	den	ene	
side	absolut	ikke	kan	se,	at	mødrene	–	eller	
fædrene	for	den	sags	skyld	–	skal	komme	
tilbage	til	Danmark	under	nogen	former.	
For	det	er	jo	vigtigt	at	holde	fast	i,	at	PET	
har	lavet	en	klar	risikoanalyse	af	
fremmedkrigerne,	mænd	som	kvinder,	og	
nævner	ting	som,	at	de	har	fået	
demonstreret	en	stærk	vilje	til	at	handle,	
de	har	fået	en	øget	brutalisering	og	
voldsparathed,	de	har	fået	en	øget	
kapacitet	til	at	udføre	angreb,	og	de	har	
desværre	nok	også	fået	skabt	forbindelser	
og	netværk,	så	de	har	til	hensigt	og	
kapacitet	til	at	begå	terror	i	Vesten.	Det	er	
mænd	som	kvinder,	vi	taler	om.	Så	dem	
ønsker	vi	ikke	tilbage.	

Threat	 Risk	analysis,	foreign	
fighters,	PET,	
preparedness	for	
violence,	terror	in	the	
West	

22.30	 PS	(V)	 i	forhold	til	børnene.	Kunne	det	f.eks.	være	
tvangsadoption,	kunne	det	være	
tvangsfjernelse?		

Victim	/	
offender	

Coercion	=	The	
children's	best	

22.30	 PS	(V)	 er	vigtigt,	at	vi	gør	alt,	hvad	vi	kan,	i	
forhold	til	kongerigets	sikkerhed,	både	på	
den	korte	bane,	men	også	på	den	lange	
bane.		

Threat	 Security	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 her	et	forslag	om	at	hente	
syriensterroristernes	børn	til	Danmark	

Threat	 terrorists	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 De	mennesker,	som	har	tilsluttet	sig	
Islamisk	Stat,	har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen	
for	altid,	og	de	har	intet	at	gøre	hertillands,	
og	uanset	om	de	og	deres	børn	tilfældigvis	
har	et	dansk	pas,	betragter	vi	dem	ikke	
længere	som	danskere.	For	det	er	vores	
opfattelse,	at	de	kvinder	og	mænd,	som	
rejste	af	sted	for	at	tilslutte	sig	kalifatet,	for	
at	kæmpe	imod	Danmark	og	Danmarks	
allierede,	helt	frivilligt	og	med	forsæt	
gjorde	sig	selv	ikke	alene	til	
landsforrædere,	men	samtidig	til	
krigsforbrydere.	

Threat	 Danish	vs.	Non-
Danish,	betrayed	
(loyalty),	us	/	them	
(enightment),	
traitors	and	war	
criminals	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Den	ubegribelige	ondskab,	som	var	og	er	
identisk	med	Islamisk	Stat,	kan	i	nyere	tid	
kun	overgås	af	Waffen-SS	og	de	
uhyrligheder,	som	det	korps	foretog.	
Skulle	vi	nu	med	åbne	øjne	invitere	
sådanne	folk	til	Danmark	og	lade	dem	og	
deres	børn	indgå	i	den	danske	dagligdag,	
ville	vi	begå	en	alvorlig	fejl.		

Threat	 Horror	story,	evil	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Det	antages,	at	der	i	lejrene	opholder	sig	

henved	40	børn,	som	på	en	eller	anden	
måde	har	en	dansk	forbindelse	eller	et	
dansk	pas.	Det	fremgår	ikke,	hvor	gamle	
disse	børn	er,	men	flere	af	dem	er	givetvis	
mere	end	10	år	gamle.	De	er	vokset	op	i	
den	elendige	virkelighed,	som	deres	
forældre	med	fuldt	overlæg	har	skabt	for	
dem.	De	store	børn	er	ligesom	deres	
forældre	givetvis	hjernevasket	ind	i	den	
onde	kult	og	vil	dermed	udgøre	en	fare	for	
Danmark.	

Threat	 The	big	kids	=	
brainwashed,	cult,	
parents	are	guilty,	
dangerous	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Der	kan,	som	udenrigsministeren	har	
været	inde	på,	naturligvis	opstå	helt	
ekstreme,	ekstraordinære	situationer,	
hvor	et	mindreårigt	barn	af	
sygdomsmæssige	årsager	vil	skulle	hentes	
til	Danmark,	men	i	så	fald	må	barnet	
tvangsfjernes	fra	sine	forældre	

Victim	/	
offender	

illness	=	exceptions,	
separation	of	child	
and	parents	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Jeg	så	i	den	forbindelse	gerne,	at	barnet	så	
efterfølgende	blev	bortadopteret.	For	det	
er	jo	børnemishandling,	der	foregår,	når	
man	laver	den	slags	hjernevask;	det	skal	
man	tage	i	betragtning.	Det	er	faktisk	en	
god	og	en	rigtig	forklaring	på,	hvorfor	man	
skal	bortadoptere	dem,	altså	fordi	de	
bliver	mishandlet	af	deres	forældre.	

Victim	/	
offender	

Parents	abuse	their	
children,	separation	
from	parents	=	care	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Midt	i	det	hele	er	vi	nødt	til	at	stramme	
gevaldigt	op	i	forhold	til	islams	fremmarch	
i	Danmark,	som	jo	medfører,	at	der	ud	fra	
tilsyneladende	fredsommelige	kredse	
pludselig	springer	en	surrealistisk	
terrorist	frem	med	en	automatriffel	i	den	
ene	hånd	og	Koranen	i	den	anden.		

Threat	 Link	between	Islam	
and	terror	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Nu	tigger	de	så	om	hjælp	til	
advokatudgifter,	læge,	uddannelse,	bolig;	
nu	vil	de	pludselig	have,	at	deres	børn	skal	
vokse	op	i	det	land,	som	de	hånede,	da	de	
rejste	af	sted.		

Victim	/	
offender	

The	"losers"	??	

22.51	 PS	(DF)	 Men	når	Islamisk	Stat	kalder	igen	–	for	det	
kan	udmærket	ske;	det	viser	den	seneste	
udvikling	–	er	kvinden	så	på	vej	igen	
sammen	med	en	række	nye	kvinder	af	
samme	opfattelse.	Sagen	er	jo,	at	vi	ikke	
kan	stole	på	de	slyngler	–	mænd	og	
kvinder.	De	er	fulde	af	fup,	og	de	lever	af	
og	med	løgnen.		

Threat	 Us	/	them,	You	
"cheat"	us.	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
23.07	 PS	(SF)	 Jeg	vil	altid	være	på	børnenes	side.	Sådan	

sagde	vores	statsminister	for	et	år	siden.	
Men	lige	nu	er	virkeligheden	den,	at	der	
sidder	en	masse	danske	børn	i	to	
fangelejre	i	Syrien,	og	de	mangler	i	høj	
grad	nogen	på	deres	side.	De	befinder	sig	i,	
hvad	man	må	betegne	som	helvede	på	jord,	
Europas	Guantánamo,	om	man	vil.	For	fire	
dage	siden	var	der	fire	børn,	der	omkom	i	
en	af	lejrene	i	en	brand,	og	det	sker,	fordi	
de	bor	i	lejre	med	tynde	telte,	og	de	
forsøger	så	at	holde	sig	varme,	hvorved	de	
her	brande	hele	tiden	opstår.	Alene	i	2019	
var	der	300	børn,	mindst	300	børn,	i	
samme	lejr,	som	døde	på	grund	af	sult,	
kulde	eller	fejlernæring.	Andre	er	
voldsomt	traumatiserede	af	de	
uhyrligheder,	som	de	har	oplevet	i	deres	
liv:	krig,	vold,	lemlæstelse,	død	–	alt	muligt,	
som	børn	ikke	bør	udsættes	for.	I	en	af	
lejrene	bor	børnene	direkte	oven	på	et	
oliefelt,	luften	er	tyk	af	forurening,	og	
råolien	løber	synligt	igennem	en	rende	
igennem	lejren.	Det	er	jo	ikke	et	sted	for	
børn	at	vokse	op.	

Victim	/	
offender	

Children	suffer,	hell	
on	earth	/	Europe's	
Guantanamo,	
children	die,	are	
traumatized,	
pollution	

23.07	 PS	(SF)	 Vi	kan	hurtigt	blive	enige	om,	at	de	valg,	
som	børnenes	forældre	har	truffet,	er	
forfærdelige,	de	er	uforståelige.	Det	valg	
om	at	tilslutte	sig	en	islamisk	dødskult	vil	
jeg	aldrig	stå	her	og	undskylde	eller	
bortforklare,	aldrig,	(…)	Vi	mener,	at	når	
man	altid	er	på	børnenes	side,	betyder	det	
også,	at	man	ikke	lader	børnene	undgælde	
for	deres	forældres	gerninger.		

Victim	/	
offender	

The	parents	are	evil,	
the	children	are	
good,	the	children	do	
not	have	to	pay	the	
parents'	bill	

23.07	 PS	(SF)	 Børn	er	hverken	radikaliserede	eller	
terrorister,	de	er	børn,	og	de	har	brug	for	
at	lege,	de	har	brug	for	at	gå	i	skole,	de	kan	
ikke	trives	uden	tryghed.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Idealization	of	
children	

23.07	 PS	(SF)	 PET	har	jo	ovenikøbet	vurderet,	at	de	her	
børn	ikke	udgør	en	fare,	men	jo	længere	
tid,	vi	efterlader	dem	i	helvedes	forgård,	jo	
større	bliver	risikoen	for,	at	de	bliver	
radikaliserede.	Det	vurderer	Center	for	
Terroranalyse.	Vi	har	altså	skrevet	sort	på	
hvidt,	at	vi	beskytter	Danmark	bedst	ved	at	
hente	børnene	hjem	med	det	samme,	og	
samme	budskab	har	i	øvrigt	også	lydt	fra	
vores	nære	allierede	USA	igen	og	igen:	Få	
nu	børnene	hjem!	

Threat	 Children	=	not	threat,	
but	potential.	Being	
put	in	the	context	of	
terrorist	analysis.	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
23.07	 PS	(SF)	 Selv	om	det	sikkert	er	ubekvemt,	har	vi	

stadig	væk	et	ansvar	for	de	børn,	og	selv	
om	det	ikke	er	så	nemt,	så	må	og	skal	vi	
løfte	det	ansvar	og	ikke	efterlade	børnene	i	
et	ingenmandsland.	Vi	kan	ikke	efterlade	
dem	til	i	værste	fald	at	dø	eller	andre	ting,	
som	er	særligt	slemme.	Uanset	hvor	vrede	
vi	er	på	forældrene,	må	vi	ikke	knægte	
børnenes	rettighed	til	et	liv	i	tryghed.		

Morality	 Denmark	has	a	
responsibility	
towards	the	children.	
The	children	=	good,	
the	parents	=	evil.	

23.07	 PS	(SF)	 Lad	os	nu	være	på	børnenes	side,	også	
dem,	der	sidder	fanget	i	helvedes	forgård	i	
Syrien.	Lad	os	få	dem	hjem	nu!	

Victim	/	
offender	

The	children	need	
help	-	they	suffer,	
they	are	
irresponsible,	
"home"	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Børn	skal	vokse	op	med	leg,	ikke	i	en	lejr.	
Jeg	får	ondt	i	maven,	når	jeg	hører	om	et	
dansk	barn,	kun	4	år	gammel,	som	lider	i	
en	livsfarlig	lejr.	Lægerne	siger	ifølge	
artikler	i	DR	og	Berlingske,	at	det	barn	skal	
hjem	hurtigst	muligt;	ellers	får	det	
alvorlige	og	varige	men.	En	dansk	pige,	der	
får	alvorlige	og	varige	men,	men	hvor	et	
flertal	af	politikerne	på	Christiansborg	
ingenting	gør.	Det	vil	være	et	gigantisk	
svigt,	hvis	ikke	Danmark	hjælper	et	4-årigt	
dansk	barn	med	stor	risiko	for	permanente	
psykiske	skader.	Radikale	Venstre	har	ikke	
ro	i	maven,	før	det	barn	kommer	hjem	til	
Danmark.	

Victim	/	
offender	

Child	suffers	-	Danish	
responsibility,	health:	
permanent	
psychological	
damage,	arouses	
empathy	-	speaks	to	
morality	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Det	er	et	svigt	at	lade	børnene	vokse	op	i	
livsfarlige	lejre.	

Victim	/	
offender	

Betrayal	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Ikke	kun	af	sundhedsmæssige	årsager	
taler	for,	også	sikkerhedsmæssige.	Derfor	
citerer	jeg	nu	PET's	nyeste	
trusselsvurdering	

Threat	 Safety:	quotes	PET's	
threat	assessment,	
which	says:	children	
are	not	a	threat,	but	
can	be	radicalized	-	
looking	at	children	in	
this	framework	
makes	them	a	
potential	threat	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Børn	udgør	altså	en	usandsynlig	lille	
risiko,	men	jo	længere	tid	de	danske	børn	
opholder	sig	i	et	radikaliseret	miljø,	jo	
større	er	risikoen	for,	at	de	kommer	til	at	
udgøre	en	trussel.	Med	andre	ord:	Hvad	i	
alverden	venter	vi	på?	Jo	mere	politikerne	
tøver,	jo	større	risiko	kan	børnene	udgøre.	

Threat	 Risk,	is	going	to	pose	
a	threat,	the	clock	is	
ticking.	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Straf	på	grund	af	barnets	forældre!		 Victim	/	
offender	

Ref.	To	the	
Convention	on	the	
Rights	of	the	Child,	
note	Parents	/	child.	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Der	siger	UNICEF	også	klart:	Tag	danske	

børn	hjem.	Det	gjorde	de	for	få	dage	siden	
–	dagen	efter	at	fire	børn	omkom	i	en	
brand	i	den	overfyldte	fangelejr	al-Hol	i	det	
nordøstlige	Syrien.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Dangerous!	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Det	er	farligt	for	børn	at	blive	i	de	
livsfarlige	lejre	for	deres	mentale	sundhed,	
for	deres	potentielle	radikalisering	og	
dermed	for	Danmark.	

Victim	/	
offender	+	
threat	

Dangerous	for	
children	and	
"dangerous	for	
Denmark"	

23.14	 PS	(RV)	 Danske	børn	er	et	dansk	ansvar,	uanset	om	
man	bor	i	Holstebro	eller	i	al-Hol.	Danmark	
må	ikke	vende	børnene	ryggen.	Børn	skal	
lege,	ikke	vokse	op	i	en	lejr.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Danish	responsibility,	
children's	ideal.	

23.22	 PS	(EL)	 at	det	her	handler	om	danske	statsborgere,	
altså	mennesker,	som	Danmark	har	
ansvaret	for	–	ikke	kurderne,	ikke	alle	
mulige	andre,	men	Danmark.	Det	handler	
om	børn,	som	Danmark	har	ansvaret	for.	

Danish	 Citizenship,	who	is	
considered	Danish,	
Denmark	is	
responsible	

23.22	 PS	(EL)	 Listen	af	dårlige	undskyldninger	for,	
hvorfor	netop	de	børn,	vi	snakker	om	i	dag,	
skal	undtages	fra	statens	beskyttelse	og	
omsorg,	er	jo	simpelt	hen	uendelig	lang,	og	
den	bliver	ofte	blandet	sammen	med	
udlændingepolitik	og	til	lejligheden,	også	i	
dag,	opfundne	terrortrusler.	PET	siger	jo	
selv,	at	de	her	børn	ikke	udgør	en	
terrortrussel,	hvis	vi	tager	dem	til	
Danmark.	

Threat	 Arguing	against	
threat	-	"invented	
terrorist	threats"	

23.22	 PS	(EL)	 Det	forslag,	vi	diskuterer	i	dag,	handler	
altså	ikke	om	danske	statsborgere,	som	
ifølge	regeringen	har	vendt	Danmark	
ryggen;	det	forslag,	vi	behandler	i	dag,	
handler	om	de	børn,	som	den	
selvudnævnte	børnenes	statsminister	har	
vendt	ryggen.		

Danish	 Citizenship,	
affiliation	

23.22	 PS	(EL)	 hvis	de	altså	overlever,	får	permanente	
fysiske	og	psykiske	men.	Og	ifølge	
regeringen	selv	er	det	jo	lige	netop	
risikoen	for	at	få	alvorlige	men,	der	er	
grunden	til	at	evakuere	børnene.		

Victim	/	
threat	

Suffering,	disease	=	
exception	

23.22	 PS	(EL)	 Statsministeren	sagde	undskyld	til	
Godhavnsdrengene,	fordi	staten	ikke	
havde	passet	godt	på	dem	dengang.	Hvis	
ikke	vi	gør	noget	nu,	står	der	en	
statsminister	og	skal	sige	undskyld	til	de	
her	børn	om	25	år	–	hvis	vi	altså	er	så	
heldige,	at	de	er	i	live	til	den	tid.	

Victim	/	
offender	

Responsibility!	
Placing	blame	on	the	
government.	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
23.28	 PS	(KF)	 Det	er	et	meget	svært	emne,	som	vækker	

store	følelser	hos	mange,	og	det	forstår	jeg	
godt,	for	det	er	et	svært	dilemma.	På	den	
ene	side	ønsker	vi	alle	sammen,	at	børn	
skal	vokse	op	i	fred	og	tryghed,	og	jeg	tror	
også,	at	vi	alle	sammen	har	sympati	for	de	
danske	børn,	der	sidder	i	lejrene.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Child	ideal,	
sympathy,	emotions,	

23.28	 PS	(KF)	 På	den	anden	side	står	vi	med	nogle	
forældre,	der	har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen,	
og	som	er	blevet	en	del	af	en	af	de	værste	
og	mest	brutale	terrororganisationer,	der	
findes,	og	efter	min	opfattelse	er	
forældrene	landsforrædere.	

Threat	+	
Danish	

Terrorist	
organization,	traitors,	
"turned	its	back	on	
Denmark"	

23.28	 PS	(KF)	 Det	er	ikke	uskyldige	forældre	og	børn.	Jeg	
erkender,	at	meget	små	børn	ikke	har	de	
der	holdninger,	men	der	er	altså	nogle	
teenagebørn,	der	kan	være	en	
sikkerhedsrisiko.	

Threat	 Children	are	also	a	
threat,	culprit,	safety	
risk	

23.28	 PS	(KF)	 De	bliver	fremstillet,	som	om	de	var	ofre,	
men	man	glemmer,	at	de	rigtige	ofre	er	
yazidikvinderne,	der	blev	solgt	som	
sexslaver,	og	det	er	de	homoseksuelle,	der	
blev	skubbet	ud	fra	tredje,	fjerde	eller	
femte	sal.	Det	er	jo	de	rigtige	ofre.	De	her	
mennesker	har	været	en	del	af	en	brutal	
terrorbevægelse,	og	jeg	ser	dem	ikke	som	
ofre.	De	har	valgt	side	–	nogle	af	dem	stod	
demonstrativt	og	brændte	deres	danske	
pas	af	og	lagde	det	på	YouTube	–	så	jeg	har	
ikke	sympati	med	forældrene.	

Victim	/	
offender	

The	"real	victims",	no	
sympathy	for	the	
parents	

23.28	 PS	(KF)	 det	ikke	er	nogen	nem	beslutning	at	træffe,	
men	vi	bliver	nødt	til	at	tænke	på	
Danmarks	sikkerhed.		

Threat	 Denmark's	security	
comes	first	

23.28	 PS	(KF)	 De	i	gåseøjne	danske	Islamisk	Stat-
terrorister	har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen;	de	
tog	af	sted	for	at	kæmpe	for	et	islamisk	
kalifat,	de	tilsluttede	sig	en	af	de	mest	
brutale	organisationer,	som	verden	nogen	
sinde	har	kendt	til.	Islamisk	Stat	har	dræbt,	
tortureret	og	voldtaget,	og	de	har	solgt	
kvinder	og	børn	som	sexslaver.	Jeg	har	
ikke	ord	for,	hvor	forfærdelig	en	
organisation	det	er.	Og	de	vidste,	hvad	de	
gik	ind	til,	da	de	rejste	ind	i	Syrien	og	
tilsluttede	sig	organisationen.	Alt	andet	er	
dårlige	undskyldninger.	De	forlod	
Velfærdsdanmark	til	fordel	for	et	islamisk	
kalifat.	Igen:	De	er	landsforrædere.	

Threat	 Horror	story,	
"betrayed"	Denmark,	
free	elections,	us	/	
them	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
23.28	 PS	(KF)	 Når	alt	det	er	sagt,	vil	jeg	gerne	sige,	at	hvis	

der	er	børn	uden	forældre,	der	har	brug	
for	medicinsk	hjælp,	så	må	det	bero	på	en	
konkret	vurdering.		

Victim	/	
offender	

disease	=	exceptions	

23.28	 PS	(KF)	 Men	at	skulle	hente	dem	alle	sammen	er	vi	
ikke	med	på.	Henter	vi	børnene,	kommer	
forældrene	bagefter,	og	så	kan	man	
henvise	til	alle	mulige	konventioner.	Vi	
kommer	til	at	stå	i	en	situation,	hvor	vi	
også	skal	hente	deres	forældre,	og	det	vil	vi	
ikke.		

Mother	/	
child	

Separation	of	parents	
and	children,	more	
important	than	
conventions	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 Et	stort	flertal	i	Folketinget	lod	hensynet	til	
internationale	konventioner	stå	over	
hensynet	til	danskernes	sikkerhed	og	
tryghed.	Og	jeg	kan	godt	forstå	de	mange	
danskere,	der	var	chokeret	over,	at	en	
terrorist,	der	har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen	
og	har	kæmpet	for	Islamisk	Stat	mod	
danske	soldater,	mod	danske	værdier,	fik	
lov	at	komme	til	Danmark,	da	IS	havde	lidt	
nederlag.	

Threat	 The	Danes'	safety	
and	security	should	
come	first,	us	/	them,	
turned	their	backs	on	
Denmark	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 og	det	er	en	ulykkelig	situation	for	de	børn.	
For	de	har	ikke	valgt	deres	forældre,	de	
har	heller	ikke	valgt	at	tage	til	Syrien,	men	
de	er	deres	forældres	børn	

Victim	/	
offender	

Children	and	parents	
are	connected,	
children	do	not	bear	
guilt,	children	do	not	
have	free	choice,	
arouse	emotions	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 Og	hvis	de	på	nogen	som	helst	måde	ender	
med	at	skulle	til	Danmark,	mener	vi,	at	de	
hver	især	skal	sikkerhedsvurderes	af	
Politiets	Efterretningstjeneste,	og	dem,	der	
måtte	udgøre	en	sikkerhedsrisiko,	skal	
selvfølgelig	ikke	til	Danmark.	

Threat	 Safety	assessment	
(note	Refers	to	
children)	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 For	de	forældreløses	vedkommende	skal	
de	ved	ankomst	til	Danmark	anbringes	i	
plejefamilier	med	dansk	baggrund.	Er	der	
en	mor	eller	far	i	Syrien,	skal	børnene	af	
forældrene	opgives	til	adoption	hos	en	
familie	med	dansk	baggrund.		

Danish	 Emphasizes	
Danishness,	
separation	of	parents	
and	child	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 Familiesammenføring	skal	aldrig	kunne	
komme	på	tale,	og	det	må	præciseres	i	
lovgivningen,	for	de	landsforræderiske	
forældre	skal	ikke	til	Danmark.	

Danish	 Traitors	
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Time	 Who	 Quote	(in	Danish)	 Category	 Comment	
23.39	 PS	(NB)	 Det	kan	være,	at	det	går	imod	

internationale	konventioner	og	
forpligtelser,	og	for	mig	og	for	Nye	
Borgerlige	er	det	sådan	set	fuldstændig	
uden	betydning.	For	os	er	der	intet	
vigtigere	end	danskernes	sikkerhed	og	
tryghed	i	danskernes	eget	land.	Ingen	
international	konvention	eller	fortolkning	
af	den	skal	stå	i	vejen	for,	at	vi	skal	
beskytte	os	selv	mod	terror,	vold	og	
overfald.	Vi	kan	ikke	lade	den	tryghed	og	
sikkerhed	underordne	en	eller	anden	
konvention,	som	fortidens	politikere	så	en	
eller	anden	interesse	i	at	tilslutte	sig.	

Threat	 The	Danes'	safety	
and	security	should	
come	first,	more	
important	than	the	
conventions,	
conventions	obsolete,	
us	/	them,	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 	for	når	IS-terrorister	–	og	ja,	lad	os	kalde	
dem	for,	hvad	de	er,	for	vi	skal	ikke	
glorificere	dem	som	»krigere«		

Threat	 Terrorists	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 Vi	skal	ikke	lade	landsforrædere,	der	med	
vold	og	terror	har	bekæmpet	alt,	hvad	vi	
står	for,	komme	tilbage	til	Danmark.	

Threat	+	
Danish	

Traitors,	us	/	them	

23.39	 PS	(NB)	 for	det	ville	betyde,	at	landsforræderiske	
IS-terrorister	får	fri	adgang	til	Danmark.	

Threat	 Traitors,	terrorists	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

	en	FN-chef	rejser	en	kras	kritik	af	
Danmark,	»I	lader	danske	statsborgere	
sidde	under	torturlignende	forhold«,	siger	
FN's	særlige	rapportør	om	håndteringen	af	
danske	statsborgere	i	lejre	i	det	
nordøstlige	Syrien	

Victim	/	
offender	

The	international	
community	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

når	det	handler	om	flygtninge	og	
indvandrere,	og	ofte	særlig	når	det	handler	
om	muslimer,	er	mere	præget	af	følelser	
end	af	fornuft.	

Danish	 us	/	them,	muslims	=	
emotions	(not	logic)	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

De	19	børn	udgør	efter	PET's	mening	ikke	
nogen	terrortrussel.	Måske	deres	forældre	
gør.	Jamen	så	må	man	jo	forsøge	at	få	dem	
retsforfulgt	i	Danmark	

Threat	 PET's	threat	
assessment,	
argument	for	getting	
citizens	(children	and	
parents)	home	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

At	få	børnene	hjem	er	det	mest	
menneskelige,	det	mest	humanitære,	det	
mest	kærlige.	Det	er	også	det	juridisk	
korrekte,	det	respekterer	konventionerne,	
og	det	er	sandsynligvis	også	det	sikreste.	

Children	 Children	=	human,	
humanitarian,	loving	
=	moral!	Respect	for	
the	international	
community.	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

Vi	risikerer	nemlig,	at	de	19	børn	bliver	
radikaliseret	og	kommer	hjem	som	de	
fremmedkrigere,	som	regeringen	hele	
tiden	taler	om,	mens	vi	andre	taler	om	
børn.	

Threat	 Radicalization,	future	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

Børn	er	i	begyndelsen	af	deres	liv.	Vi	skal	
passe	på	dem,	hvis	vi	kan,	især	når	de	er	
syge	og	skadede.		

Victim	/	
offender	

Children	=	frail	

23.54	 PS	
(ALT)	

dem,	der	stemmer	nej	til	det	her	forslag,	
risikerer	at	skabe	en	større	terrortrussel	
end	os,	der	har	fremsat	det.		

Threat	 Radicalization	=	
future	terror	
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23.58	 PS	

(UFG)	
Lige	nu	befinder	danske	børn	sig	i	al-Roj-	
og	al-Hol-lejrene.	Disse	børn	vokser	op,	
som	intet	barn	bør	vokse	op,	nemlig	i	en	
fangelejr.	Frie	Grønne	mener,	at	børn	
aldrig	skal	bøde	for	deres	forældres	
handlinger.	Men	det	er	netop,	hvad	de	
danske	børn	i	de	syriske	fangelejre	gør	lige	
nu.	

Child	vision	 Parents	=	villains,	
children	=	innocent,	
the	idea	of	what	a	
childhood	is	

23.58	 PS	
(UFG)	

At	lade	danske	børn	leve	under	livsfarlige	
forhold	i	et	både	fysisk	og	psykisk	farligt	
miljø	tenderer	børnemishandling	fra	den	
danske	regerings	side.	I	en	artikel	fra	DR	
kunne	man	for	nylig	læse	om	en	4-årig	
dansk	pige,	som	i	sit	korte	liv	allerede	har	
fået	ptsd	–	et	barn	på	4	år	har	fået	ptsd	–	
og	vi	hentede	hende	ikke	hjem	for	længst.	
Det	er	ikke	kun	morens	ansvar,	men	også	
den	danske	stats,	som	har	ladet	det	ske.	

Respon-
sibility	

Responsibility!	
Shares	responsibility	
between	mother	and	
Danish	state,	horror	
story	(tends	to	child	
abuse),	sick	child,	
"home",	

23.58	 PS	
(UFG)	

I	artiklen	fra	DR	kan	man	også	læse,	
hvordan	den	4-årige	pige	og	de	andre	børn	
vokser	op	under	forhold	med	forurening,	
traumatiske	forhold,	forhold	med	sygdom;	
det	er	så	langt	fra	et	normalt	liv,	som	det	
overhovedet	kan	være.	

Child	vision	 What	is	normal	-	
what	is	the	ideal	of	a	
good	childhood	

23.58	 PS	
(UFG)	

Kan	vi	virkelig	–	kan	vi	virkelig	–	med	god	
samvittighed	lade	de	børn	i	stikken?	Små	
børn	i	en	fangelejr	i	Syrien.	De	her	børn	
har	allerede	gennemgået	langt	flere	
traumer,	end	nogen	af	vi	voksne	nogen	
sinde	kommer	til	at	gennemgå	i	vores	liv.	
Jeg	begriber	det	ikke.	

Respon-
sibility	

Appeals	to	
Denmark's	
responsibility	for	its	
citizens,	horror	story	

23.58	 PS	
(UFG)	

Så	nu	mener	Frie	Grønne,	at	det	er	på	tide,	
at	vi	også	tager	vores	andel	af	ansvaret	i	
Mellemøsten	og	som	minimum	tager	vores	
medborgere,	vores	egne	borgere,	hjem.Vi	
kan	ikke	på	den	ene	side	være	med	i	krige,	
være	med	til	at	destabilisere	en	hel	region,	
og	på	den	anden	side	fralægge	os	ansvaret,	
når	det	brænder	på.	Vores	geopolitiske	
handler	rammer	os	som	en	boomerang.	At	
føre	krig	har	konsekvenser.	

Respon-
sibility	

Responsibility	for	the	
wars	in	which	
Denmark	has	
participated	-	and	
responsibility	for	its	
own	citizens	
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23.58	 PS	

(UFG)	
Frie	Grønne	ønsker	at	føre	en	sikker	
geopolitik,	som	sikrer	den	danske	stat	
dens	sikkerhed.	De	kurdiske	myndigheder,	
som	har	ansvaret	for	al-Roj-	og	al-Hol-
lejrene,	advarer	via	den	
udenrigsansvarlige	i	det	semiautonome	
kurdiske	styre	om,	at	hvis	situationen	i	
lejrene	forbliver,	som	den	er,	vil	vi	se	en	ny	
generation	af	terrorister	mere	farlig,	end	IS	
er	nu;	en	generation,	der	er	vokset	op	med	
terroristers	ideologi	og	mentalitet	om	
hævn,		

Threat	 A	new	generation	of	
terrorists	-	the	
children	growing	up	
in	the	concentration	
camps	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 vi	gerne	ville	snakke	om	de	her	børn.	
Alligevel	har	vi	snakket	rigtig	meget	om	de	
voksne,	for	det	er	jo	sådan,	at	det	hænger	
sammen,		

Family	 Children	and	parents	
are	connected	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 ifølge	regeringen	er	der	tale	om	
fremmedkrigere,	som	udgør	en	kæmpe	
trussel	mod	Danmark.	Det	må	jeg	sige	at	
jeg	er	fuldstændig	enig	i.	

Fear	 Foreign	fighters,	pose	
a	threat	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 Men	ved	at	lade	dem	bliver	der,	hvor	de	er	
nu,	så	er	der	ingen	sikkerhed	for,	at	de	
bliver	retsforfulgt.	Der	er	ingen	sikkerhed	
for,	at	de	bliver	straffet	for	deres	
ugerninger.	Det	vil	der	være,	hvis	vi	tager	
dem	hjem	til	Danmark,	hvor	de	kan	
komme	for	en	domstol.	

Victim	/	
offender	

There	must	be	justice	
=	punishment	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 Et	flertal	herinde	i	salen	har	vi	jo	hørt	i	dag	
har	fundet	på,	at	terrortruslen	vil	blive	
forøget,	hvis	man	hjemtager	de	her	enlige	
kvinder	og	deres	børn.	Det	er	der	bare	ikke	
nogen	andre,	der	vurderer,	altså	ud	over	
jer.		

Threat	 Political	assessment	-	
not	an	expert	
assessment.	Women	
and	children	=	terror,	
ie.	Women	and	
children	=	threat	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 Som	PET	konkluderede,	vil	risikoen	for	
terror	være	lavere,	jo	før	vi	får	dem	hjem.	
Men	vi	har	åbenbart	en	regering,	som	i	
populismens	hellige	navn	vil	gøre	
Danmark	til	et	farligere	sted	at	bo.	

Threat	 Risk	of	terror	
(radicalization),	
political	power	
struggle.	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 De	kvinder,	vi	taler	om	her,	er	mistænkt	
for	at	have	begået	kriminalitet.	Vi	har	
spurgt	justitsministeren,	og	
justitsministeren	oplyser,	at	i	
anklagemyndigheden	er	der	ingen	
sigtelser	rejst	mod	de	her	kvinder,	der	er	
fanget	i	Syrien,	og	at	anklagemyndigheden	
faktisk	slet	ikke	kender	navnene	og	
identiteten	på	en	eneste	af	dem.	Det	er	da	
lidt	mærkeligt,	når	nu	vi	synes	de	er	så	
kriminelle.		

Guilt	/	
innocen-ce	

Condemned	in	
advance	
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00.03	 PS	(EL)	 Skulle	vi	ikke	som	land	tage	et	ansvar	for	

vores	borgere	og	sørge	for,	at	de	bliver	
sigtet,	sørge	for,	at	de	bliver	retsforfulgt,	
hvis	de	er	kriminelle?		

Danish	 Responsibility	for	
Danes,	rule	of	law	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 Vi	har	fastslået	et	par	gange,	synes	jeg,	i	
den	her	debat,	at	det	her	rammer	
uskyldige	børn.		

Guilt	/	
innocen-ce	

Children	are	
innocent!	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 de	står	nu	og	skal	holde	danske	
statsborgere	fanget,	fordi	vi	som	land	ikke	
selv	kan	tage	ansvar	for	dem.		

Respon-
sibility	

Responsibility	for	
Danish	citizens	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 mennesker,	som	har	kæmpet	for	vores	
rettigheder	og	for	vores	demokrati.	

Danish	 Values	-	democracy	

00.03	 PS	(EL)	 Med	regeringens	linje	over	for	lige	netop	
den	her	gruppe	danskere	fraviger	vi	jo	alt	
det,	vi	plejer	at	stå	for,	om	retssikkerhed,	
om	demokrati,	om	rettigheder.	Vi	
accepterer,	at	danskere	holdes	
indespærret	under	kummerlige	forhold	
uden	retsforfølgelse,	uden	dom,	altså,	de	
her	mennesker,	som	I	alle	sammen	så	
gerne	vil	have	bliver	straffet,		

Danish	 Danish	values,	
Danish	citizens,	
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Politiken Politiken Politiken Politiken Politiken Poltiken

21/03/2021 21/03/2021 21/03/2021 22/03/2021 23/03/2021 24/03/2021
Theme/Ari
cles

Bring børnene hjem Juraprofessor: Søgsmål skaber politisk 
pres 

SKET I UGEN: Hvor er vi bare 
fænomenalt gode

Ligesom alle andre børn Fagbosser: Børnene må hentes hjem fra Syrien Naiv IS-brud eller fanatisk terrorist?

Mother and 
child

Mette Frederiksen har valgt at gøre umenneskelighed og 
arvesynd til sin politik. Det kan ikke være vores og nationens 

eneste og endelige svar til Danmarks børn i Syrien.

Også børn af forældre, som har vendt deres fædreland ryggen og 
sluttet sig til Islamisk Stat i Syrien. Børn skal aldrig betale prisen 
for forældrenes gerninger. Synd kan ikke nedarves.

 forældre jo har ’vendt Danmark ryggen’, Børnene i lejrene er ligesom alle andre børn. (…) Man kan ikke se på dem, at de 
er anderledes, men det er de. 

kvindernes mørke skikkelser. De ligner skygger med krop.

Det er nemlig de eneste danske børn, vores land ikke vil hjælpe, selv om de er 
bange, syge og i fare.
De er blevet overladt til sig selv, fordi Danmarks statsminister betragter deres 

forældre som landsforrædere. Mette Frederiksen og hendes ministre har gang på 
gang sagt, at familierne i de syriske fangelejre må klare sig selv, fordi de voksne 

har vendt Danmark ryggen.

kvindernes mørke skikkelser. De ligner skygger med krop.

Hun lignede en pige fra en grøn, dansk sommerhave med æbletræer, saftevand og 

en hule bygget af vattæpper over lave grene.

Når vi prøvede at tale med børnene, trak deres mødre dem væk, og da vi gik 

gennem lejrens marked, blev der kastet sten efter os. 

Den lille pige er født i 2018 i Islamisk Stat. Det er ikke noget, hun har valgt. 
Ligesom hendes fire ældre søskende, der i dag er mellem 10 og 13 år, ikke havde 
et valg, da deres forældre satte sig op i et fly og forlod Danmark.

Nu bor de i en lejr, som en FN-chef har kaldt »helvedes forgård«. De sover i telte, 

der er bagende varme om sommeren og piskende kolde om vinteren. Hver 
måned dør børn af sygdomme eller i en af de mange teltbrande, der hærger 
lejrene. Når deres mødre en gang imellem får lov til at ringe eller skrive hjem til 

deres familie, fortæller de om hostende børn, der ikke får medicin, og små piger 
og drenge, der slås med de ar, krigen har sat i deres krop og sjæl.

Men skal syge børn hjem, vil det dog stadig kræve, at der findes et »eksplicit 
samtykke fra moderen til adskillelse fra barnet«. Altså kan kvinderne kun få 

deres børn ud, hvis de giver dem fra sig og selv accepterer at blive i fangelejren. 

»Det er en rigtig ærgerlig holdning, re- geringen har indtaget, 
og at de ikke sæt- ter børnenes tarv over alt andet. De gru- fulde 

oplevelser og de traumer, som de børn måtte fa ̊, hvor de er lige 
nu, har det med at sætte sig, og det er rigtig vigtigt, at vi får 

håndteret det«, siger sektorformand i FOA Pia Nielsen, 

»Som jeg har forstået det, er børnene mellem 1 og 14 år. Derfor 

er det for børnene vigtigt, at deres mødre kommer med, og så 
må vi som velfærdssamfund og rets- samfund tage de juridiske 

elementer, når de kommer hjem«, siger Pia Nielsen.

»Uanset om éns forældre er kriminelle,

har børn brug for en eller anden form for kontakt med dem. 
Derfor må der juridisk træde det i kraft, der skal, og så må vi 

hjæl- pe børnene alt det, vi kan, når de kommer til Danmark«, 
siger hun.

»Barnets tarv er udgangspunktet, og når det er ud- 
gangspunktet, skal

 de børn selvfølgelig hjem. Vi må hele ti- den tage udgangspunkt 
i barnets tarv, og- så når det gælder de her børn i Syrien. For 
mig at se er der ingen som helst tvivl om, at hvis man gør det, 

må man finde en må- de at få dem hjem på« (...) »Hvis det er 
nødvendigt for at få børne- ne hjem, at mødrene så at sige følger 

med, må det være sådan«, siger Benny An- dersen.

Der er især to skabeloner, der ofte kom- mer i brug. Den første 
forestiller en ung, hjernevasket ’IS-brud’, der er drevet af na- ive 

romantiske drømme om virile IS-krigere. Den anden forestiller 
en fanatisk terro- rist, næsten mere radikaliseret og nådes- løs 

end de mandlige jihadister.(...) er der i de senere år sket en 
forskydning fra den første figur til den anden, fra den naive til 
den uhyggelige.

generalsekrætær i Dansk Røde Kors, Anders Ladekarl, har kaldt 

’helvede på jord’.

Danish and 

not Danish 
(+ 

Denmark) 

Mette Frederiksen har valgt at gøre umenneskelighed og 

arvesynd til sin politik. Det kan ikke være vores og nationens 
eneste og endelige svar til Danmarks børn i Syrien. 

Børnene i Syrien handler ikke om partipolitik. De handler om os 
selv, dig og mig. Med vores behandling af disse børn viser vi, 

hvem vi er, hvilket land vi er, og hvilke demokratiske værdier vi 
er baseret på: medmenneskelighed eller umenneskelighed, 

tilgivelse eller arvesynd.

Danmarks børn skal hjem. Nu.

Det danske samfund er baseret på tillid, fællesskab og 

solidaritet. Vores nation hviler på en tro på, at alle statsborgere 
– uanset hvor de er født og af hvem – for tjener en lige og fair 

chance.

Også børn af forældre, som har vendt deres fædreland ryggen og 
sluttet sig til Islamisk Stat i Syrien.

Deres mor er etnisk dansk og rejste med 

sin mand og de fire ældste børn til Syrien i 
2014 for at blive en del af Islamisk Stat. 

 forældre jo har ’vendt Danmark 

ryggen’,

Det er nemlig de eneste danske børn, vores land ikke vil hjælpe, selv om de er 

bange, syge og i fare.
De er blevet overladt til sig selv, fordi Danmarks statsminister betragter deres 

forældre som landsforrædere. Mette Frederiksen og hendes ministre har gang på 
gang sagt, at familierne i de syriske fangelejre må klare sig selv, fordi de voksne 
har vendt Danmark ryggen.

Hun lignede en pige fra en grøn, dansk sommerhave med æbletræer, saftevand og 

en hule bygget af vattæpper over lave grene.  

»Vi er danske statsborgere, og jeg har set andre lande hente deres borgere hjem. 

Men jeg har intet hørt, der er ikke kommet nogen fra Danmark (...)

skete der ting, som fik hende til at føle, at hun ikke hørte til i sit eget land. Hun gik 
med tørklæde, og det gjorde hende til et mål for racistiske bemærkninger, og folk 

råbte ’hættemåge’ efter hende. Hendes søn blev drillet, fordi hans lysebrune hud 
fik ham til at skille sig ud fra de andre børn.

Den lille pige er født i 2018 i Islamisk Stat. Det er ikke noget, hun har valgt. 
Ligesom hendes fire ældre søskende, der i dag er mellem 10 og 13 år, ikke havde 

et valg, da deres forældre satte sig op i et fly og forlod Danmark.

Og 2. marts sagde statsminister Mette Frederiksen: »Selvfølgelig er det en 

politisk beslutning, om mennesker, der i mine øjne er landsforrædere – for det er 

man, når man tilslutter sig Islamisk Stat, hvad enten det er i ord eller i handling – 

om de skal være i Danmark eller ej. Det skal de altså ikke«.

(Mette Frederiksen) det er forældrenes ansvar: »Jeg vender ikke nogen børn 

ryggen. (...) Fremmedkrigere kan ikke komme hjem til Danmark. Danmark er 

ikke deres hjem. De har vendt os ryggen«.

 Siden jeg er kommet hjem fra Syrien, har jeg set en dansk regering, der gør alt, 

hvad der står i dens magt – og det er en hel del – for at undgå at hjælpe børnene i 

Danmark har som samfund en forplig- telse til at sætte danske 

børns velbefin- dende først, og den forpligtelse lever den 
socialdemokratiske regering ikke op til, lyder kritikken.

Også børnenes mødre skal hentes til Danmark, uanset om de 
måtte udgøre en sikkerhedsrisiko eller ej. En sådan risiko må et 

retssamfund som det danske være i stand til at håndtere, mener 
hun.

»Som jeg har forstået det, er børnene mellem 1 og 14 år. Derfor 
er det for børnene vigtigt, at deres mødre kommer med, og så 

må vi som velfærdssamfund og rets- samfund tage de juridiske 
elementer, når de kommer hjem«, siger Pia Nielsen.

»Politikerne bliver nødt til at gøre det rigtige i den her sag. Vi 

skal gå foran, det har vi en forpligtelse til som et af verdens 
mest ressourcestærke lande, så selvfølge- lig skal de børn 

hjem«, siger formand Eli- sa Rimpler.

Jeppe Kofod (S), at spørgsmålet om børnene er fuld af 

dilemmaer: »Det gør ondt at se de forhold, børnene lever under. 
Jeg tror, vi alle ønsker at hjæl- pe dem, men det er en sag fuld af 

dilem- maer, hvor også koblingen til forældrene, der har valgt 

at tilslutte sig Islamisk Stat, må tænkes ind. De har helt 

ubegribeligt truffet et valg om at vende Danmark og alt, hvad vi 

står for, ryggen for at tilslutte sig et brutalt terrorregime. Den 
situation må de tage ansvaret for«.

Skiftet fra den ene skabelon til den anden gøder nemlig jorden 

for den politiske kurs, der kan forsvares at føres overfor dem, 
der nu sidder interneret i lejre. (...). Regeringen fik sågar sidste 

år vedtaget en lov, der gør det muligt administrativt at fratage 
statsborgerskabet fra personer med dobbelt statsborgerskab, 
hvis de for eksempel er rejst til Mellemøsten for at tilslutte sig 

en terrorbevægelse.

Threat and 

defence 

(terrorism) 

De 19 danske børn rådner op i fangelejre i Syrien, som selv 

hærdede Røde Kors-folk ikke tøver med at kalde »helvede på 

jord«.

Regeringen siger, at den vender børnene ryggen, fordi deres 
forældre har vendt Danmark ryggen og udgør en latent 

terrorrisiko. Det er muligt, men både PET og FE har fastslået, at 

det er forbundet med større sikkerhedsrisiko at lade familierne 

blive i fangelejrene. For i fangelejrene risikerer de at blive 

radikaliseret og rekrutteret til Islamisk Stat, der aktivt hverver 
store børn med det ene formål at træne dem og sende dem 

tilbage deres hjemlande for at begå terror.

Men med regeringens uforståelige passivitet gør vi det nemmere 

for dem, som står klar til at lære børnene hadet at kende og vil 
os det ondt.

Foreningen mener, at den 13-årige er tæt 

på at blive tvunget væk fra sin familie ind 

i en »afradikaliseringslejr« drevet af de 

kurdiske grupper, der har kontrol med 

lejrene. 

når børnene er i dette krigshærgede 

område.

De små terrorister

Ifølge Ekstra Bladet advarede 

Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste for 

flere måneder siden regeringen om, at 
Islamisk Stat var begyndt at smugle 

vestlige børn ud af lejrene for at 

uddanne dem til små terrorister og 

sende dem tilbage til deres hjemlande 

iført bombebælter og andet djævelskab.

Det er nemlig de eneste danske børn, vores land ikke vil hjælpe, selv om de er 

bange, syge og i fare. Som om de havde set alle propaganda-

videoerne fra IS, hvor unge krigere slappede af i solen og legede med 

kattekillinger, men var klikket forbi dem, hvor gids- ler blev halshugget.

Kurderne var selv med til at befri området fra IS, deres soldater kæmpede 

sammen med styrker fra USA og en række andre lande, deriblandt Danmark.

Det er et uhyggeligt sted, selv når man er på besøg og bare kan vende om og gå ud 

i friheden.

Når vi prøvede at tale med børnene, trak deres mødre dem væk, og da vi gik 

gennem lejrens marked, blev der kastet sten efter os. For en del af kvinderne her 

har ikke opgivet kampen for kalifatet og mod Vestens værdier.

Derfor er det farligt at tale med journalister, man kan blive straffet af lejrens 

selvbestaltede religiøse politi, der både har tævet og dræbt kvinder, som ikke 

fulgte de uskrevne regler.

Alligevel er det svært at få kvinderne til at møde op, de frygter, at tilhængerne af 
Islamisk Stat opdager det og straffer dem.

en mor og hendes børn var omkommet, efter ukendte geringsmænd havde hældt 

benzin over deres telt og sat ild til det, mens de sov.

Den lille familie skulle straffes, fordi moderen i et interview havde sagt, at hun 
ønskede at komme til sit hjemland.

Det meste af vores samtale skævede hun mod døren og lejren, mens hun talte om 

varme telte, syge børn, frygten for, at hun ville blive straffet, fordi kjolen under 

hendes lange niqab var mørk olivengrøn og ikke helt sort.

Som om de havde set alle propagandavideoerne fra IS, hvor unge krigere 
slappede af i solen og legede med kattekillinger, men var klikket forbi dem, hvor 

Også børnenes mødre skal hentes til Danmark, uanset om de 

måtte udgøre en sikkerhedsrisiko eller ej. En sådan risiko må et 

retssamfund som det danske være i stand til at håndtere, mener 

hun.

Der er især to skabeloner, der ofte kom- mer i brug. Den første 

forestiller en ung, hjernevasket ’IS-brud’, der er drevet af na- ive 

romantiske drømme om virile IS-krigere. Den anden forestiller 

en fanatisk terro- rist, næsten mere radikaliseret og nådes- løs 

end de mandlige jihadister.

Hun omtales som et kalkulerende, ag- gressivt, farligt og 

bevidst handlende in- divid. Ofte fremstilles hun så fanatisk, at 

hun fremstår næsten umenneskelig. I hi- storierne om den figur 

fokuserer medier- ne typisk på enkelte kvindelige IS-sympa- 
tisørers opfordringer til at planlægge ter- ror eller aktive forsøg 

på at rekruttere nye medlemmer til IS.

Skiftet fra den ene skabelon til den anden gøder nemlig jorden 

for den politiske kurs, der kan forsvares at føres overfor dem, 
der nu sidder interneret i lejre.

Den danske regering har afvist at hente dem til Danmark med 

henvisning til, at de selv har valgt at rejse ud, og at de ville 

udgøre en sikkerhedstrussel herhjemme. 

Politiets Efterretningstjeneste (PET) konkluderede i sin 

trusselsvurdering fra 20. marts 2020, at børnene i i flygtninge- 

lejrene ikke er en sikkerhedstrussel, men at de kan blive det, 

hvis de bliver tvunget til at blive der.

Choice and 
no choice 

Også børn af forældre, som har vendt deres fædreland ryggen og 
sluttet sig til Islamisk Stat i Syrien. 

Regeringen siger, at den vender børnene ryggen, fordi deres 

forældre har vendt Danmark ryggen og udgør en latent 

terrorrisiko.

forældre jo har ’vendt Danmark ryggen’,  Mette Frederiksen og hendes ministre har gang på gang sagt, at familierne i de 
syriske fangelejre må klare sig selv, fordi de voksne har vendt Danmark ryggen. 

Mens hun fortalte deres historie, faldt datteren i søvn på hendes skød. Den lille 

pige er født i 2018 i Islamisk Stat. Det er ikke noget, hun har valgt. Ligesom 

hendes fire ældre søskende, der i dag er mellem 10 og 13 år, ikke havde et valg, 
da deres forældre satte sig op i et fly og forlod Danmark.

(Mette Frederiksen) det er forældrenes ansvar: »Jeg vender ikke nogen børn 

ryggen. (...) Fremmedkrigere kan ikke komme hjem til Danmark. Danmark er 

ikke deres hjem. De har vendt os ryggen«.

Jeppe Kofod (S), at spørgsmålet om børnene er fuld af 
dilemmaer:

»Det gør ondt at se de forhold, børnene lever under. Jeg tror, vi 

alle ønsker at hjæl- pe dem, men det er en sag fuld af dilem- 

maer, hvor også koblingen til forældrene, der har valgt at 

tilslutte sig Islamisk Stat, må tænkes ind. De har helt 
ubegribeligt truffet et valg om at vende Danmark og alt, hvad vi 

står for, ryggen for at tilslutte sig et brutalt terrorregime. Den 

situation må de tage ansvaret for«.

For mens den unge IS-brud i nogen ud- strækning er et offer for 
manipulation, er den kvindelige terrorist 100 procent an- 

svarlig for sine egne handlinger. Og det billede, medierne 

tegner, har betydning for, hvilken politik, vestlige lande kan for- 

svare at føre i forhold til de kvinder og børn der nu er fanget i 

flygtningelejre i Syrien.

Opsigtsvækkende var det derimod, at kvinder, fortrinsvis unge, 

valgte at rejse ud for at slutte sig til kalifa- tet. Dels fordi man 

traditionelt har for- bundet terrorbevægelser som IS med 

mænd, og dels fordi IS skiller sig ud fra lignende grupper ved 
graden af brutalitet og ved dens ekstremt reaktionære 

kvindesyn.

De udrejsende kvinder stillede derfor internationale medier 

over for en udfor- dring med hensyn til, hvordan de skulle 

skildre kvinderne og forsøge at forklare deres valg.

Hun omtales som et kalkulerende, ag- gressivt, farligt og 

bevidst handlende in- divid. Ofte fremstilles hun så fanatisk, at 

hun fremstår næsten umenneskelig.

Past and 

future 
(Potentialit
y) 

Mette Frederiksen har valgt at gøre umenneskelighed og 

arvesynd til sin politik. 

Børn skal aldrig betale prisen for forældrenes gerninger. Synd 
kan ikke nedarves. 

Vi anerkender udfordringerne med at hente forældre, der kan 
have begået krigsforbrydelser og forbrydelser mod 
menneskeheden, tilbage til Danmark

fordi deres forældre har vendt Danmark ryggen og udgør en 

latent terrorrisiko. 

men både PET og FE har fastslået, at det er forbundet med større 

sikkerhedsrisiko at lade familierne blive i fangelejrene. For i 
fangelejrene risikerer de at blive radikaliseret og rekrutteret til 

Islamisk Stat, der aktivt hverver store børn med det ene formål 
at træne dem og sende dem tilbage deres hjemlande for at begå 
terror.

Men med regeringens uforståelige passivitet gør vi det nemmere 
for dem, som står klar til at lære børnene hadet at kende og vil 

os det ondt.

Ifølge Ekstra Bladet advarede 

Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste for 
flere måneder siden regeringen om, at 
Islamisk Stat var begyndt at smugle 
vestlige børn ud af lejrene for at 

uddanne dem til små terrorister og 

sende dem tilbage til deres hjemlande 
iført bombebælter og andet djævelskab.

For en del af kvinderne her har ikke opgivet kampen for kalifatet og mod Vestens 

værdier.

Det hænger først og fremmest sammen med børnenes nuværende lave alder«. 
Men, skriver PET, hvis børnene bliver siddende i lejrene, kan de blive farlige:

Politiets Efterretningstjeneste (PET) konkluderede i sin 

trusselsvurdering fra 20. marts 2020, at børnene i i flygtninge- 
lejrene ikke er en sikkerhedstrussel, men at de kan blive det, 
hvis de bliver tvunget til at blive der.

Innocence 
and guilt

Børn skal aldrig betale prisen for forældrenes gerninger. Synd 
kan ikke nedarves. 

Vi anerkender udfordringerne med at hente forældre, der kan 

have begået krigsforbrydelser og forbrydelser mod 
menneskeheden, tilbage til Danmark. Forældrene skal i det 
omfang, der er grundlag for det, retsforfølges og dømmes efter 

landets love og retsstatens principper.

Intet barn er født til at hade eller blive islamist.

Men med regeringens uforståelige passivitet gør vi det nemmere 

for dem, som står klar til at lære børnene hadet at kende og vil 
os det ondt.

Deres mor er etnisk dansk og rejste med 
sin mand og de fire ældste børn til Syrien i 

2014 for at blive en del af Islamisk Stat. 

de børn har mistet retten til at blive behandlet som uskyldige. Hvordan de ikke er 
omfattet af den helt grundlæggende idé om, at små børn ikke kan gøre for det, 

der sker i deres familie. Og hvem der har vendt ryggen til hvem. 

Som om de havde set alle propagandavideoerne fra IS, hvor unge krigere 
slappede af i solen og legede med kattekillinger, men var klikket forbi dem, hvor 
gidsler blev halshugget.

Men ligesom det er sandt, at det er sejr- herren, der skriver historien, er det 

sådan, at taberne finder på undskyldninger. Og taler deres rolle i uhyrlighederne 
ned. Og derfor er det svært at skelne mellem de skyldige, de mindre skyldige og 
de uskyldige.

Den lille pige er så hårdt ramt af at have levet i krig og fangenskab, at hun er 

plaget af mavesmerter og vågner skrigende om natten.

Men skal syge børn hjem, vil det dog stadig kræve, at der findes et »eksplicit 

samtykke fra moderen til adskillelse fra barnet«. Altså kan kvinderne kun få 
deres børn ud, hvis de giver dem fra sig og selv accepterer at blive i fangelejren. 

Det hænger først og fremmest sammen med børnenes nuværende lave alder«. 

Men, skriver PET, hvis børnene bliver siddende i lejrene, kan de blive farlige:

Han (S Ordfører) og regeringen er altså ikke sikre på, at kvinderne kan dømmes 
for noget, de tror, kvinderne har gjort. (... derfor bliver ingen repatrieret...) På den 
måde kommer børnene til at bære straffen for noget, de danske politikere tror, 

mødrene har gjort, men ikke er overbevist om at kunne bevise. 

Jeg tror, det var det Danmark, Mette Fre- deriksen tænkte på, da hun som nyslået 
statsminister sagde undskyld til børne- hjemsbørnene fra Godhavn. »Det var ikke 
jeres skyld. Det er aldrig børnenes skyld. Det er de voksnes skyld. De voksne, der 

udfører uhyrlighederne. Og de voksne, der ikke griber ind«.

»Uanset om éns forældre er kriminelle,
har børn brug for en eller anden form for kontakt med dem. 

Derfor må der juridisk træde det i kraft, der skal, og så må vi 
hjæl- pe børnene alt det, vi kan, når de kommer til Danmark«, 

siger hun.

»Vi vil altid tage børnenes parti. Børne- ne har selvstændige 

rettigheder og ret til et ordentligt liv, uanset hvem deres foræl- 
dre er. Ud fra de betragtninger skal vi va- retage børnenes 

interesser, og det er ikke at sidde i en flygtningelejr i Syrien. Det 
er at få et ordentligt liv, komme ud af den flygtningelejr og 
komme til Danmark, så vi kan tage os af dem«, siger han.

Der er især to skabeloner, der ofte kom- mer i brug. Den første 
forestiller en ung, hjernevasket ’IS-brud’, der er drevet af na- ive 

romantiske drømme om virile IS-krigere. Den anden forestiller 
en fanatisk terro- rist, næsten mere radikaliseret og nådes- løs 

end de mandlige jihadister.

For mens den unge IS-brud i nogen ud- strækning er et offer for 

manipulation, er den kvindelige terrorist 100 procent an- 
svarlig for sine egne handlinger. Og det billede, medierne 

tegner, har betydning for, hvilken politik, vestlige lande kan for- 
svare at føre i forhold til de kvinder og børn der nu er fanget i 
flygtningelejre i Syrien.

Den første figur er den unge, sårbare ’IS-brud’, der ikke rigtigt 

indser konse- kvenserne af sine handlinger. Kvinden bliver med 
andre ord fremstillet som et offer, der ikke rigtig er herre over 
egne handlinger. Centralt for figuren er, at hun er styret af 

naive, romantiske fantasi- er.
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Regeringen er mindre bange for terror end for at blive kaldt slap 
på Udlændingepoltikken 

Børnene i Syriens danske aktivist kæmper 
for at få dem hentet hjem 

Advokat: Kvinderne er ikke tikkende bomber Krigen mod terror blev til krigen mod danske børn Hver eneste dag i lejrene øger risikoen for ny terror 
i Europa 

Alene mens krigen raser, løber 
behovet for nødhjælp op i 65 

milliarder kroner 

Mother and 
child

Vi ken- der regeringens talepunkter i søvne: Mødrene har vendt 
Danmark ryggen, de er nogle forrædere, de udgør en sikker- 

hedsrisiko, vi føler med børnene, men xyz. Vi har fattet det.

FE i de efterretninger oplyste re- geringen om, at Islamisk Stat har 
udset sig en gruppe på 350 udenlandske børn, som terrorbevægelsen 
målrettet går ef- ter at smugle ud fra lejrene, så de kan træ- nes til at 

begå terror i deres hjemlande. Og at Islamisk Stat i maj 2020 havde kon-
 krete planer om at smugle 75 børn ud fra al-Hol-lejren med henblik på 

at give dem militær træning i Islamisk Stats træ- ningslejre.

Her mødte hun de to drenge. De var underer- 
nærede og lignede tændstikmænd. Den lille har 

ifølge deres mor haft diarre i et år. »Det værste 
var at se, hvor meget dren- genes tilstand var 

blevet forværret, siden vi var der i december 
2020«, siger Nata- scha Rée Mikkelsen.

»Mit indtryk er i hvert fald, at de danske kvinder 
i Al-Roj-lejren ikke er fanatiske.

»Når man selv har en dreng på 8 år, er det en 
voldsom oplevelse at sidde i et telt i en fangelejr 

med to små børn, der lider, som de to her gør«, 
siger Natasha Rée Mik- kelsen.

Hun er bekym- ret for sine børn, og de får ikke 
or- dentlig mad«, s

Uanset om danske kvinder i syriske lejre er dårlige mødre, skal de hjem sammen med deres 
børn,

med henvisning til at Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste ifølge Ekstra Bladet har advaret 

regeringen om, at Islamisk Stat smugler børn ud af lejre- ne til militant træning med henblik 
på at udføre terrorangreb i børnenes hjemlan- de.

»Jeg har i én sag spurgt en kvinde, en mor, om hun ville give tilsagn om, at dat- teren kunne 
komme hjem til Danmark, og der sagde kvinden forståeligt nok, at »i og med, at jeg skader 

mit barn ved at give en sådan accept, så vil jeg ikke give accept til at skade mit barn«. 

Hvis de er taget til Syrien for at tilslutte sig Isla- misk Stat, altså kalifatet, og med de konse- 

kvenser, der ligger i det, og har taget deres børn med, ja, så mener jeg, at de har be- vist, at 
de er dårlige mødre«.

»Jamen, det er på vegne af børnene. I 2021 adskiller man ikke børn fra deres mødre«.

»De her børn har krav på at være sam- men med deres forældre, og de her foræl- dre har 
krav på, at vi overholder dansk lov og ret«.

Hendes dat- ter på fire år lider svært af posttrau- matisk stress, 

»Datteren vil ikke lade sin mor ude af sy- ne. Hun er en rigtig sød, almindelig, lille dansk 
pige. Smilende, men også meget nervøs. Jeg er ikke psykolog, men det er ty- deligt, at hun 

har det rigtig dårligt«, siger Natascha Rée Mikkelsen.

»De første gange, jeg talte med ham, græd han. Han er bange for, at de kurdi- ske 

myndigheder vil fjerne ham fra fami- lien og sætte ham i en afradikaliserings- lejr. Nogle af 
hans kammerater er allerede blevet fjernet. De tager drenge helt ned til 12 år, og han tør 

derfor ikke fortælle om sin alder«.(...) Foreningen mener, at den 13-årige lever i en konstant 
tilstand af frygt, der må sidestilles med tortur el- ler nedværdigende behandling i strid med 
den europæiske menneskerettig- hedskonventions artikel 3.

DE DANSKE BØRN i Syrien skal hjem nu, fordi de er 
børn. De er vores ansvar. Den beslutning handler ikke 

om at vise mod eller være storsindet, men om at overhol-
 de almindelige retsstatslige principper.

Først og fremmest skal vi tage børnene hjem nu, fordi de 
er vores børn. De hver- ken kan eller skal bringe endnu 

et offer for vores krigsiver i Mellemøsten og for 
højrepopulismens jerngreb på hjemme- fronten.

Risikoen ved at lade danske hustru- er og enker til 
jihadister sidde fast i lejrene i Syrien og Irak er langt

større end ved at hente disse kvinder og deres børn hjem.
»Den mest effektive måde at forhindre kvinderne i at 

blive endnu farligere, end det måske er tilfældet, er at 
bringe dem hjem«, lyder det fra den kendte franske 
terrorekspert Jean-Charles Brisard,

Kun få af kvinderne i lejrene har en løbe- bane svarende 

til Hayat Boumediennes. Graden af engagement, 
fanatisme og del- tagelse i eventuelle kriminelle handlin-
 ger er forskellig, siger efterretningskil- den.

Men andre – og mange – har fun- geret som aktive 

medlemmer af Islamisk Stat. De hader Vesten, de 
opdrager deres børn til samme had, og også af den grund 
er det vigtigt at få dem hjem, om nødven- digt stille dem 

for retten og eventuelt an- bringe deres børn under 
trygge vilkår hos familier eller i plejefamilier«.

Danish and 

not Danish 
(+ 

Denmark) 

Vi ken- der regeringens talepunkter i søvne: Mødrene har vendt 

Danmark ryggen, de er nogle forrædere, de udgør en sikker- 
hedsrisiko, vi føler med børnene, men xyz. Vi har fattet det.

at i den bedste af alle verdener skulle vi slet ikke tage stilling til det her 
spørgs- mål, for så var kvinderne døde på slag- marken i kampen for 

det helvedesregime af et kalifat, som de til at begynde med opsøgte. 
Men nu står vi her, hvor danske statsborgere, herunder små danske 

børn, rådner op i de lejre, som af flere beskrives som et helvede på 
jorden og som verdens værste interneringslejre.

at vi i øjeblikket fuldstændig er ved at udhule værdien af et 
statsborgerskab. Og lad os glemme det åbenlyse hykleri, når vi i 

Danmark øn- sker, at andre lande skal modtage deres kriminelle 
statsborgere, når de udvises ved danske domstole, samtidig med at vi 

nægter at tage imod vores egne statsbor-
gere, når de begår kriminalitet i udlan- det.

Regeringen stikker desuden danskerne blår i øjnene for sandheden er, 
at selv om regeringen ikke aktivt ønsker at hente mødrene og deres 

børn hjem, så er vir- keligheden ikke desto mindre, at hvis mødrene 
eller børnene i morgen eller om 5 år dukker op ved den dansk-tyske 

grænse eller bare betræder europæisk jord, så kan vi ikke gøre andet 

end at tage imod dem. Og det ved regeringen udmærket godt.

 Efter at drengene blev født, har staten 

administrativt frataget hende det danske 
statsborgerskab.

Organisationen arbejder på at få kvin- derne og 
deres børn hjem til Danmark.

Hun følte, at folk kikkede skævt til hende i 

Danmark, fordi hun var konverteret til islam. 
Hun følte sig ikke re- spekteret og havde svært 
ved at finde sin plads.

hjem til Danmark.

artikel 3 om tortur skal i anven- delse, for så vidt angår danske statsborge- re, altså danske 

børn, som sidder under torturlignende forhold i de her lejre. Der er ingen tvivl om, at det er 
tortur; det ene- ste, der kan diskuteres, er, om bestemmel- sen i forhold til 
Menneskerettighedskon- ventionen har virkning i forhold til børn, der befinder sig i lejre i 

Syrien«,  

med henvisning til at Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste ifølge Ekstra Bladet har advaret 
regeringen om, at Islamisk Stat smugler børn ud af lejre- ne til militant træning med henblik 
på at udføre terrorangreb i børnenes hjemlan- de.

»De her børn har krav på at være sam- men med deres forældre, og de her foræl- dre har 

krav på, at vi overholder dansk lov og ret«. 

Omvendt så har vi regler; man skal følge reglerne, og det gør man i et de- mokratisk 
samfund.

Børnenes skæbne er og- så et produkt af årtiers fejlslået 

dansk og vestlig krigspolitik i Mellemøsten, hvis 
konsekvenser vi nu tørrer af på den pres- sede kurdiske 

befolkning. 

Regeringens modvilje mod at hjælpe børnene er 

øjensynlig en del af et uvær- digt kapløb mod bunden, 
hvor partier konkurrerer om at udgrænse muslimer 

mest muligt fra fællesskabet. Her bliver de danske børn 
gidsler.

hvor FN for eksempel har problemer 

med at skaf- fe medicin til fangerne i 
Al-Hol-lejren, hvor danske kvinder 

og børn befinder sig.

Threat and 

defence 

(terrorism) 

Den socialdemokratiske regering er villig til at tage den risiko og 

ignorere en – endog stor – fremtidig trussel mod danske interesser,

Det her lyder voldsomt – for det er

det også. Men der er ingen grund
til at pakke det ind: Regeringens håndtering – eller mangel heraf – af de 

danske børn i al-Hol-lejren bidrager til, at terrortruslen mod Danmark 

øges for hver dag, børnene opholder sig i lejren. Punktum.

lytte til de efterret- ningstjenester, som vi har sat vores lid til skal 
beskytte os imod interne såvel som eksterne trusler. 

Men regeringen er des- værre stoppet med at lytte. ét enkelt argument: 

Hjemta- gelsen af mødrene og deres børn vil føre til en øget 

sikkerhedsrisiko mod Dan- mark.

»den generelle kon- sensus i forhold til børnene er, at jo læn- gere de 

bliver, og jo ældre de bliver, des større er risikoen for radikalisering« 

P.h.d. i militant islamisme, Tore Ham- ming, udtaler ligeledes, at »den 

danske tilgang til fremmedkrigere og deres børn er direkte med til at 
forværre sikkerheds- truslen mod Danmark«.

Summa summarum er, at regeringens sikkerhedsargument ikke alene 

er for- kert, men sågar i direkte modstrid med Danmarks 

sikkerhedsmæssige interes- ser, herunder risikoen for, at børnene bli- 

ver radikaliseret og begår terror mod danske interesser om 5, 10 eller 
20 år, hvis de ikke hentes hjem nu.

»Mit indtryk er i hvert fald, at de danske kvinder 

i Al-Roj-lejren ikke er fanatiske.

advokat, der hellere vil have måske ’tikkende bomber’ i Danmark, så PET kan holde øje med 

dem.

bruge dem til at bekæmpe Vesten indefra?

»Jeg vil bruge det billede, at jeg vil helle- re have en tikkende bombe, som jeg kan se 

hvornår bliver detoneret, end have et stort antal tikkende bomber, som jeg ikke ved, hvor er 

i verden«.

den kujonagtige ’krig mod terror’.

, og nu skal de håndtere tusinder af børn, som sygner hen 

i lejrene og risikerer at blive kidnap- pet af IS og 

hjernevasket til at begå terror.

måske øger det endda risikoen for, at danske børn gø- 

res til en konkret sikkerhedstrussel for Danmark.

Der skal tages humanitære hensyn, men især er den 

sikkerhedsmæssige risiko ved at lade dem blive stor.

Risikoen ved at lade danske hustru- er og enker til 

jihadister sidde fast i lejrene i Syrien og Irak er langt
større end ved at hente disse kvinder og deres børn hjem.

»Den mest effektive måde at forhindre kvinderne i at 

blive endnu farligere, end det måske er tilfældet, er at 

bringe dem hjem«, lyder det fra den kendte franske 

terrorekspert Jean-Charles Brisard

,vende illegalt tilbage til Frankrig, hvor de vil udgøre en 

sikkerhedsrisiko«, under- streger Jean-Charles Brisard, 

med henvis- ning til at efterretningsvæsenet vurderer 

flere af dem at være overbeviste jihadi- ster.

Nogle vil dan- ne nye grupper, og andre risikerer at ven- 

de illegalt tilbage for at begå terror«.

Choice and 
no choice 

I 2014 tog hun og hendes da- værende danske 
mand til Syrien for at væ- re med til at opbygge 

et nyt samfund un- der Islamisk Stat. 

Natascha Rée Mikkelsen kom i kontakt med 

deres for- ældre, som var fortvivlede over den 
vej, deres børn havde valgt.

så siger nogle af dem, at »vi vil gerne hjem og stilles for en domstol; vi vil gerne indrømme, 
at vi begik en fejl; vi vil gerne dømmes; vi vil gerne tage ansvar for vores handlinger«.

Det skal slet ikke være til dis- kussion, at det var 
forældrene selv, der tog et forkert valg ved at tage af 

sted til Sy- rien. Men samtidig står det klart, at de 

hverken kan eller skal blive kurdernes problem. At vi 

også har et ansvar for si- tuationen.

Men andre – og mange – har fun- geret som aktive 
medlemmer af Islamisk Stat. De hader Vesten, de 

opdrager deres børn til samme had, og også af den grund 

er det vigtigt at få dem hjem, om nødven- digt stille dem 

for retten og eventuelt an- bringe deres børn under 

trygge vilkår hos familier eller i plejefamilier«.

Past and 

future 
(Potentialit
y) 

Den socialdemokratiske regering er villig til at tage den risiko og 

ignorere en – endog stor – fremtidig trussel mod danske interesser,

FE i de efterretninger oplyste re- geringen om, at Islamisk Stat har 
udset sig en gruppe på 350 udenlandske børn, som terrorbevægelsen 

målrettet går ef- ter at smugle ud fra lejrene, så de kan træ- nes til at 

begå terror i deres hjemlande. Og at Islamisk Stat i maj 2020 havde kon-
 krete planer om at smugle 75 børn ud fra al-Hol-lejren med henblik på 
at give dem militær træning i Islamisk Stats træ- ningslejre.

»den generelle kon- sensus i forhold til børnene er, at jo læn- gere de 

bliver, og jo ældre de bliver, des større er risikoen for radikalisering« 
P.h.d. i militant islamisme, Tore Ham- ming, udtaler ligeledes, at »den 
danske tilgang til fremmedkrigere og deres børn er direkte med til at 

forværre sikkerheds- truslen mod Danmark«.
Summa summarum er, at regeringens sikkerhedsargument ikke alene 

er for- kert, men sågar i direkte modstrid med Danmarks 
sikkerhedsmæssige interes- ser, herunder risikoen for, at børnene bli- 
ver radikaliseret og begår terror mod danske interesser om 5, 10 eller 

20 år, hvis de ikke hentes hjem nu.

Regeringen stikker desuden danskerne blår i øjnene for sandheden er, 

at selv om regeringen ikke aktivt ønsker at hente mødrene og deres 
børn hjem, så er vir- keligheden ikke desto mindre, at hvis mødrene 
eller børnene i morgen eller om 5 år dukker op ved den dansk-tyske 

grænse eller bare betræder europæisk jord, så kan vi ikke gøre andet 
end at tage imod dem. Og det ved regeringen udmærket godt.

»Jeg vil bruge det billede, at jeg vil helle- re have en tikkende bombe, som jeg kan se 

hvornår bliver detoneret, end have et stort antal tikkende bomber, som jeg ikke ved, hvor er 
i verden«.

, og nu skal de håndtere tusinder af børn, som sygner hen 

i lejrene og risikerer at blive kidnap- pet af IS og 
hjernevasket til at begå terror.

måske øger det endda risikoen for, at danske børn gø- 

res til en konkret sikkerhedstrussel for Danmark.

Der skal tages humanitære hensyn, men især er den 

sikkerhedsmæssige risiko ved at lade dem blive stor. 

Risikoen ved at lade danske hustru- er og enker til 
jihadister sidde fast i lejrene i Syrien og Irak er langt

større end ved at hente disse kvinder og deres børn hjem.

»Den mest effektive måde at forhindre kvinderne i at 
blive endnu farligere, end det måske er tilfældet, er at 
bringe dem hjem«, lyder det fra den kendte franske 

terrorekspert Jean-Charles Brisard,

Innocence 
and guilt

Det er til enhver tid at foretrække, at mødrene retsforfølges, overvåges 
af PET, og at børnene kommer i plejefamilier, end at de risikerer at 

blive radikaliseret på kort og lang sigt.

»Når man selv har en dreng på 8 år, er det en 
voldsom oplevelse at sidde i et telt i en fangelejr 

med to små børn, der lider, som de to her gør«, 
siger Natasha Rée Mik- kelsen.

»Hun siger, at hendes datter var enormt naiv og 
troede, at hun bare kunne rejse hjem igen. Hun 

fortæller også, at hendes datter, kort tid efter at 
hun er kommet derned, ringer og siger, at hun 

har for- trudt og vil hjem. Men hun kan ikke, for 
Islamisk Stat har taget hendes pas«, siger 
Natascha Rée Mikkelsen.

Så var hun en del af en gruppe unge mennesker, 

som fortalte, hvor fantastisk der var i det 
nyudråbte kalifat. Her skulle alle være lige, og 
de skulle skabe et godt samfund. Set med de 

briller, vi har på, må man tænke: Hold da op, 
hvor er du god- troende. Der er jo forfærdelige 

historier om folk, der bliver halshugget. Men når 
man taler med hende og med mange af de andre 

unge, så fik de at vide, at det var vestlig 
propaganda, som de ikke skulle tro på«, siger 

Natascha Rée Mikkelsen.

Jeg har ondt af, at nogle mødre har været så ualmindeligt dumme og na- ive og har befundet 
sig i en situation, hvor de har set det her som et alternativ. Det sy- nes jeg simpelthen er 

meget, meget tra- gisk«.

MEN VI GLEMMER, at børnene også er krigsofre – ofre 
for en kavalkade af krige, som Danmark har spillet en 

rolle i, og som har efterladt Mellemøsten i ruiner.

Først og fremmest skal vi tage børnene hjem nu, fordi de 
er vores børn. De hver- ken kan eller skal bringe endnu 
et offer for vores krigsiver i Mellemøsten og for 

højrepopulismens jerngreb på hjemme- fronten.

Ifølge Jean-Charles Brisard viser efter- forskningen i 
Frankrig og andre lande, at en stor del af disse kvinder 

ikke bare fulg- te passivt med deres mænd, som drog i 
hellig krig. De har fra begyndelsen spillet en aktiv rolle 

ved at deltage i propaganda- virksomhed, 

Mange af de udenlandske kvinder har delta- get i 

mishandling af syriske kvinder og kvinder fra etni- ske 
mindretal. Det er også en af grundene til, at de kurdiske 

vagter behandler dem med den dybeste foragt. 

Den unge kvinde deltog aktivt i forbere- delserne til 

angrebet på Charlie Hebdo 7. januar. Hayat 
Boumedienne fremstillede blandt andet falske lønsedler 

og opgørel- ser fra skattevæsenet, som gjorde hende i 
stand til at optage flere lån, ligesom hun hurtigt blev 
ekspert i at snyde sig til soci- ale ydelser. Pengene blev 

brugt til indkøb af våben og biler, som hun solgte videre 
med fortjeneste.

»Vi ved, at masser af unge muslimske kvinder i vores 

egne indvandrerkvarterer fortsat dyrker hende som en 
heltinde. Is- lamisk Stats propaganda er meget effek- 

tiv«, siger en tidligere fransk efterret- ningsagent.

hvor FN for eksempel har problemer 
med at skaf- fe medicin til fangerne i 

Al-Hol-lejren, hvor danske kvinder 
og børn befinder sig.

Nu er kvinderne og børnene fastlåst 
i lejrene, og der er et alvorligt 

problem med man- gel på medicin.

»Folk lider mere i dag, end de 
gjorde, mens krigen var på sit 
højeste«, siger Mark Lowcock.
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Et afradikaliserende hjem er bedre end en kalifatet USA: Få børn og voksne hjem fra Syrien Jeg tør ikke tænke på hvad den lejr gør ved børn Regeringen stævnet for at efterlade børn under "livstruende" forhold i Syrien For 3.000 dollar kan man blive smuglet ud 
af fangelejren. Men Islamisk Stat har et 

bedre tilbud.

Gallup: Hver anden
dansker vil have børnene i

de syriske lejre hjem - men
mødrene skal ikke med

Mother and 
child

De fortæl- ler bl.a. om rekrutteringstaktikker, der 
appellerede til dem, fordi de følte sig so- cialt 

ekskluderet, ikke havde modet til at sige fra, eller fordi 
de ville være ’seje’. (...)  før de rejste, selv fortalte, at de 

ville af sted for at gøre en forskel og hjæl- pe deres 
muslimske brødre og søstre i krigszonen.

Enhver kan tænke sig til, at et barn i et afradikaliserende 
hjem vil ud- gøre en mindre sikkerhedstrussel end en 

løveunge i et ekstremistisk kalifat. 

Mens regeringen netop har indgået en bred politisk 
aftale om at nedsætte en taskforce, der inden 15. maj 

skal undersø- ge muligheden for alene at hente danske 
børn – uden følgeskab af deres mødre – hjem fra lejrene, 

opfordrer USA’s ambas- sade til at gå endnu længere.

De 19 danske børn og deres mødre sid- der netop i 

lejrene Al-Hol og Al-Roj i det nordøstlige Syrien.

Den lille pige i den lange sorte kjole står stille, mens 
støvet hænger i luften omkring hende. Hun var li-

ge kommet rundt om teltet, da hun så sol- daterne og 
stivnede. Bag hende løfter en lille dreng presenningen 

op og stikker hovedet frem. Hans beskidte hår stritter til 
alle sider, mens han kigger på pigen og den lange række 
af mænd i grønne og blå camouflage-uniformer og sorte 

hjelme. Mange af dem har trukket tørklæderne op over 
næsen, så kun øjnene kan ses.

Det bliver også betegnet som et af de farligste steder på 
kloden, for selv om Isla- misk Stat er væk, lever kalifatet 

videre i en del af de mange kvinder og børn, som er 
spærret inde i her i den syriske ørken.

»Jeg tør ikke tænke på, hvad den her lejr gør ved børn. 
Der er så mange af dem der- inde, og de bliver opdraget 

med sharia-lo- ve og indoktrinering, det ender nærmest 
med at være en terrorist-skole«.

Lyden af en bil ude foran familiens hvi- de telt får drengekroppen til at ryste. Den 13-årige dreng 
gemmer sig og »græder hysterisk«, hver gang han hø- rer lyden.

Når han ser en soldat, får han et angstan- fald.

Den konstante frygt for at blive adskilt fra sin mor og sine søskende har medtaget dren- gen 
psykisk. Om natten » yver han op af sin søvn, råber og skriger med rysten og hjerte- banken«.

»Han har alderen til at blive  fjernet. De bli- ver  fjernet, når de bliver 12-13 år,« siger advo- katen.  
  

be- tonede Mette Frederiksen, at »alle har en stor sympati for de børn, der er placeret i en for- 
færdelige situation«: »Børnene er i en skrækkelig situation, og jeg er sikker på, at forholdene i 

lejrene ikke egner sig til, at børn skal være der. Men i vores optik betyder det ikke, at de 
mennesker, der har vendt Danmark ryggen, skal tilbage.«

Netop frygten for, at deres børn kan blive taget 
af de kurdiske myndigheder og blive sat i 

afradikaliseringscenter eller i fængsel, kan få 
europæiske mødre med ældre børn til at 

tænke i  fugtplaner.

»Målingen giver i mine øjne et nyt perspektiv 
på diskussionen, fordi hvis det kun handler 

om børnene i Syrien, vil omkring halvdelen af 
danskerne gerne være med til at få dem hjem 

– men de vil ikke have mødrene med,« siger 
Rune Stubager.

Danish and 

not Danish 
(+ 

Denmark) 

Argumenterne for at hjemtage børne- ne er både 

menneskeretlige, sikkerheds- mæssige, humanitære og 
sundhedsfagli- ge. Argumenterne imod er politiske. 

fremmedkrigerfænomenet i Danmark.

MINE interviews viser desuden, at de få, som 
reproducerer og retfærdiggør deres 

familiemedlemmers handlinger, er vre- de på Danmark, 
på politikerne og på vel- færdsstaten. De er vrede over, 
at deres fa- miliemedlemmer ikke behandles som 

danske statsborgere.

Foreningen Repatriate The Children, repræsenteret af advokat Knud Foldschack, vil nu stævne 

den danske stat for ikke at hjælpe familien hjem til Danmark.

Drengen er dansk statsborger, og brugte de første år af sit liv i dansk børnehave og skole,

Han blev hevet væk fra sit liv i Danmark for at leve midt i krig og siden flere år i fangenskab. 

Han har kun én drøm: at komme tilbage til sin skole i Danmark.«

hjem til Danmark.

Repatriate The Children stævner regeringen med en påstand om, at Danmark er forpligtet til at 
anerkende, at den 13-årige dreng, hans mor og søskende har ret til at blive hjemtaget til Danmark 

af de danske myndigheder.»Beslutningen om ikke at hjemtage (dren- gen) til Danmark hensætter 
(ham) i en tilstand af konstant frygt, der må sidestilles med enten tortur, nedværdigende 

behandling eller straf i strid med Den Europæiske Menneskerettig- hedskonvention artikel 3, 

To måneder senere angreb koalitionen af lande, herunder Danmark og anført af USA, 
terrorbevægelsen med luftangreb, 

November samme år rejste den 13-årige dan- ske drengs forældre – en etnisk dansk kvinde, som 
er konvertit, og en dansk mand med so- malisk baggrund – fra en mindre provinsby i Jylland til 

Syrien og Islamisk Stats kalifat. Med sig havde de i alt  re børn – 

Han taler fortsat kun e ́t sprog: dansk.

I Danmark sidder den 13-åriges farmor, mor- mor, morfar, tanter, onkler, kusiner og fætre, som  

ere gange har kontaktet Udenrigsmini- steriet 

be- tonede Mette Frederiksen, at »alle har en stor sympati for de børn, der er placeret i en for- 

færdelige situation«: »Børnene er i en skrækkelig situation, og jeg er sikker på, at forholdene i 
lejrene ikke egner sig til, at børn skal være der. Men i vores optik betyder det ikke, at de 

mennesker, der har vendt Danmark ryggen, skal tilbage.«

Skal man tro efterretninger fra Forsvarets 

Efterretningstjeneste, som Ekstra Bladet for 
nylig har gengivet, er IS også interesseret i at 

smugle europæiske børn og unge ud med 
henblik på at træne dem til at begå terror i 
deres hjemlande.

Lige nu er disse børn først og fremmest ofre. 

Men jo længere, de bliver der, jo mere vokser 
risikoen for, at de kan komme til at udvikle 
traumer og had mod Vesten og deres 

hjemlande,« siger Thomas Renard til 
Berlingske.

NÅR REGERINGEN IKKE engang ønsker at 

lytte til sine egne efterretningstjenester og 
dermed udviser en eklatant mangel på ansvar 

for danskernes sikkerhed, så er der kun ét 
argument tilbage for, hvorfor regeringen har 
indtaget en så bastant po- sition. Nemlig den 

efterhånden så ind- groede frygt i den 
socialdemokratiske DNA for, at nogen i 

Danmark (læs: Dansk Folkeparti og Nye 

Borgerlige) skal kunne anklage dem for at 

slække på den hårde udlændingepolitik. Den 

socialdemokra- tiske regering er villig til at 
tage den risi- ko og ignorere en – endog stor – 

fremti- dig trussel mod danske interesser, hvis 

den til gengæld kan lukrere ved stem- 

meurene om to år. Det er en iskold kalku- le, 

som regeringen er villig til at tage.

De 19 børn er med ét blevet symbolet på hård 

udlændingepolitik, bemærker professor.

Men selv på den baggrund er 45 procent enige 
i, at »Danmark bør hente de i alt 19 børn med 
dansk indfødsret til Danmark fra fangelejrene 

i Syrien«. 46 procent af respondenterne er 
uenige. Det billede står i kontrast til den 

dominerende holdning på Christiansborg, 
hvor regeringen og hele blå blok mener, at de 
19 børn

ikke skal hentes hjem.. 

49 procent af de røde vælgere er for eksempel 
enige i, at »det er et udtryk for moralsk 

forfald, når den danske stat ikke henter 
børnene og deres mødre hjem. Børnene er 

uskyldige ofre og danske statsborgere, som 
har krav på hjælp«.
67 procent af de blå vælgere er uenige i ud- 

sagnet.
»Det viser igen, hvordan udlændingepolitik 

deler danskerne,« siger Kasper Møller Hansen

Threat and 

defence 

(terrorism) 

Tirsdag 16. marts af- slørede Ekstra Bladet via et læk fra 

Forsva- rets Efterretningstjeneste, at de danske børn, 

som er fanget i syriske lejre, risike- rer at blive 

kidnappet af Islamisk Stat med det formål at give dem 

militær træ- ning.

fremmedkrigerfænomenet i Danmark.

Enhver kan tænke sig til, at et barn i et afradikaliserende 

hjem vil ud- gøre en mindre sikkerhedstrussel end en 
løveunge i et ekstremistisk kalifat.

»USA mener, at repatriering efterfulgt af retsforfølgelse, 

samt rehabilitering og genintegration efter behov, er 

den bedste måde at holde fremmedkrigere væk fra 

slagmarken på, og det vil både tage hen- syn til 

sikkerhedstruslerne og den huma- nitære krise i 
tilbageholdelsescentrene og lejrene for fordrevne 

personer i det nordøstlige Syrien«, skriver en talsperson 

for den amerikanske ambassade i Køben- havn videre.

»Et af de mest bekymrende og potenti- elt farligste 
aspekter ved dette er, at det antal af børn enten påstår at 

have eller har et europæisk statsborgerskab«, er John 

Godfrey citeret for at sige i The Sun- day Times, som 

også refererer Godfrey for at advare imod, at disse børn 

kan blive den næste generation af terrorister, hvis der 
ikke bliver gjort noget.

I al-Roj fangelejren i det nordøstlige Syrien er en dansk 

dreng i overhængende risiko for at blive tvangs ernet fra 

sin mor og  re søskende

Og nu er drengen i fare for endnu en traumatiserende 
livsomvæltning.

Hans vurdering er, at den 13-åri- ge dreng ikke er 

radikaliseret. Han er nærme- re »ødelagt« og 

»helbredsmæssigt knust«, siger advokaten:

»Beslutningen om ikke at hjemtage (dren- gen) til 

Danmark hensætter (ham) i en tilstand af konstant frygt, 

der må sidestilles med enten tortur, nedværdigende 

behandling eller straf i strid med Den Europæiske 
Menneskerettig- hedskonvention artikel 3, 

Hun fortæller, at (den 13-åri- ge dreng) er bange og ikke 

vil snakke i telefon om, hvordan han har det, især foran 

kurderne. De er de samme mennesker, som har ransaget 
deres telte og holdt gevær i hovedet på ham, når han 

ikke vil vågne. De samme mennesker, der griner, når 

børn er brændt inde i teltene og døde, de samme 

mennesker, der slår dem og truer dem på daglig basis, 

hvis de ikke ind- ordner sig efter reglerne. De samme 
menne- sker, der nægter dem udgang fra teltene og 

nogle gange mad og drikke. Drengen ryster af skræk.«

Ekstra Bladet afslørede i sidste uge, at børn helt ned til 

13 år er blevet smuglet ud af de to lejre af Islamisk Stat 

for derefter at modtage militant træning med henblik på 

at udføre ter- rorangreb i deres hjemlande.

I al-Roj fangelejren i det nordøstlige Syrien er en dansk dreng i overhængende risiko for at blive 

tvangs ernet fra sin mor og  re søskende

Og nu er drengen i fare for endnu en traumatiserende livsomvæltning.

Hans vurdering er, at den 13-åri- ge dreng ikke er radikaliseret. Han er nærme- re »ødelagt« og 

»helbredsmæssigt knust«, siger advokaten:

»Beslutningen om ikke at hjemtage (dren- gen) til Danmark hensætter (ham) i en tilstand af 

konstant frygt, der må sidestilles med enten tortur, nedværdigende behandling eller straf i strid 
med Den Europæiske Menneskerettig- hedskonvention artikel 3, 

Hun fortæller, at (den 13-åri- ge dreng) er bange og ikke vil snakke i telefon om, hvordan han har 

det, især foran kurderne. De er de samme mennesker, som har ransaget deres telte og holdt gevær 

i hovedet på ham, når han ikke vil vågne. De samme mennesker, der griner, når børn er brændt 
inde i teltene og døde, de samme mennesker, der slår dem og truer dem på daglig basis, hvis de 

ikke ind- ordner sig efter reglerne. De samme menne- sker, der nægter dem udgang fra teltene og 

nogle gange mad og drikke. Drengen ryster af skræk.«

Ekstra Bladet afslørede i sidste uge, at børn helt ned til 13 år er blevet smuglet ud af de to lejre af 
Islamisk Stat for derefter at modtage militant træning med henblik på at udføre ter- rorangreb i 

deres hjemlande.

at Isla- misk Stats fortsat aktive terrorceller i det nord- østlige Syrien har udset sig en gruppe på 

350 udenlandske børn ned til ti år, som skulle smugles ud af fangelejrene og trænes til at be- gå 
terror i deres vesteuropæiske hjemlande.

Al-Hol lejren i det nordøstlige Syrien er ikke 

bare en ekstrem farlig fangelejr og 

radikaliseringsanstalt.

Skal man tro efterretninger fra Forsvarets 
Efterretningstjeneste, som Ekstra Bladet for 

nylig har gengivet, er IS også interesseret i at 

smugle europæiske børn og unge ud med 

henblik på at træne dem til at begå terror i 

deres hjemlande.

Lige nu er disse børn først og fremmest ofre. 

Men jo længere, de bliver der, jo mere vokser 

risikoen for, at de kan komme til at udvikle 

traumer og had mod Vesten og deres 
hjemlande,« siger Thomas Renard til 

Berlingske.

At den risiko er reel, har Ekstra Bladet denne 

uge underbygget med artikler om, at 

Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste i september 

2020 angiveligt advarede regeringen om, at IS 

havde smuglet 30 børn ud af de syriske 
fangelejre. Og at terrororganisationen 

planlagde at smug- le 350 andre udenlandske 

børn ud for at træne dem til terror i deres 

hjemlande.

Choice and 
no choice 

PÅRØRENDE til danske fremmedkrigere retfærdiggør 
ikke nødvendigvis deres fa- miliemedlemmer eller gør 

dem til ofre. Det viser indsigter fra mit ph.d.-projekt. I 

stedet er de skeptiske over for deres be- grundelser for 

at rejse til konfliktzonen.

De på- rørende er derimod skeptiske og stiller sig 

uforstående over for deres familie- medlemmers 

beslutninger om at rejse til en krigszone og tilslutte sig 

en terroror- ganisation. Én fortæller, at hun synes, 

hendes familiemedlem »har været en idiot«. Det betyder 
ikke, at de har slået hånden af deres familiemedlemmer. 

MINE interviews viser desuden, at de få, som 

reproducerer og retfærdiggør deres 

familiemedlemmers handlinger, er vre- de på Danmark, 
på politikerne og på vel- færdsstaten. De er vrede over, 

at deres fa- miliemedlemmer ikke behandles som 

danske statsborgere.

November samme år rejste den 13-årige dan- ske drengs forældre – en etnisk dansk kvinde, som 
er konvertit, og en dansk mand med so- malisk baggrund – fra en mindre provinsby i Jylland til 

Syrien og Islamisk Stats kalifat. Med sig havde de i alt  re børn –

For kvinder og børn, som mister alt håb om at 
blive repatrieret til dereshjemlande, er der 

reelt kun to veje ud af de elendige syriske 

fangelejre. Den ene koster kassen. Den anden 

går igennem Islamisk Stat. 

Fordi stadigere kvinder opgiver håbet om at 

komme ud af de syriske fangelejre på en legal 

måde, idet deres hjemlande nægter at 

repatriere dem,

Past and 

future 
(Potentialit
y) 

Tirsdag 16. marts af- slørede Ekstra Bladet via et læk fra 

Forsva- rets Efterretningstjeneste, at de danske børn, 
som er fanget i syriske lejre, risike- rer at blive 
kidnappet af Islamisk Stat med det formål at give dem 
militær træ- ning.

»Et af de mest bekymrende og potenti- elt farligste 

aspekter ved dette er, at det antal af børn enten påstår at 
have eller har et europæisk statsborgerskab«, er John 
Godfrey citeret for at sige i The Sun- day Times, som 
også refererer Godfrey for at advare imod, at disse børn 

kan blive den næste generation af terrorister, hvis der 

ikke bliver gjort noget.

»Vi har 5.000 soldater i gang med den her operation i 

lejren, dem kunne vi godt bruge på de andre fronter. 
Men hvis vi ik- ke gør noget ved Al-Hol nu, så kan det gå 
helt galt. Vi er simpelthen så bange for, hvad det er for 
nogle børn, som kan kom- me ud af den lejr en dag«.

Men hvilke mulige scenarier er der for en dansk dreng på 13 år, hvis han skal vente fem år? Der er 

tre, mener advokaten: »Enten kommer han hjem og får et ordent- ligt liv. Han har en stærk familie 
herhjemme, som kan og vil tage sig af ham. Han har et tid- ligere liv og en skole i Danmark, som 
kan tage imod ham,« siger Knud Foldschack: »Eller også dør han. I et femårigt forløb er det en 
meget sandsynlig situation. Det kan også være, at det bryder sammen i de kurdiske områder. Hvis 

det sker, er han overladt til den måske nærmeste mulighed: En radikalisering i IS-regi.«

Ekstra Bladet afslørede i sidste uge, at børn helt ned til 13 år er blevet smuglet ud af de to lejre af 
Islamisk Stat for derefter at modtage militant træning med henblik på at udføre ter- rorangreb i 

deres hjemlande.

Lige nu er disse børn først og fremmest ofre. 

Men jo længere, de bliver der, jo mere vokser 
risikoen for, at de kan komme til at udvikle 
traumer og had mod Vesten og deres 
hjemlande,« siger Thomas Renard til 

Berlingske.

Netop frygten for, at deres børn kan blive taget 
af de kurdiske myndigheder og blive sat i 

afradikaliseringscenter eller i fængsel, kan få 
europæiske mødre med ældre børn til at 

tænke i  fugtplaner

Innocence 
and guilt

PÅRØRENDE til danske fremmedkrigere retfærdiggør 
ikke nødvendigvis deres fa- miliemedlemmer eller gør 

dem til ofre. Det viser indsigter fra mit ph.d.-projekt. I 
stedet er de skeptiske over for deres be- grundelser for 

at rejse til konfliktzonen.

Drengen har set det ske  ere gange: Når bør- nene i 
lejren når de tidlige teenageår, bliver de hentet af 

kurdiske soldater og sendt til såkaldt »afradikalisering«. 
Og når det sker, kommer de ikke tilbage.

Hans vurdering er, at den 13-åri- ge dreng ikke er 
radikaliseret. Han er nærme- re »ødelagt« og 

»helbredsmæssigt knust«, siger advokaten:

at fjerne drenge fra deres mødre og søskende og 
overføre dem til fængsel/rehabcenter i Qamishli, som 
YPG blandt andet også gjorde 4. oktober 2019, hvor de 

tævede og jernede drengebørn helt ned til 9 års alderen 
fra al-Roj.(...) »Min nevø (...), som er den ældste af børne- 

ne (den 13-årige dreng, red.), er i panik. Han fortæller 
os, at han gemmer sig og græder hy- sterisk, hver gang 
han hører en bil udenfor de- res telt. Hans kammerat 

blev bortført fra sin mor og søskende for et år siden, og 
man har in- tet hørt til ham siden, fortæller han. Hans 

nat- tesøvn er forstyrret med mareridt. Han lyver op af 
sin søvn og råber og skriger med hjerte- banken og 

rysten. Det tager hans mor lang tid at putte ham igen, og 
ofte ligger han i fosterstil- ling i sin mors skød, før han 

falder i søvn.« (...) »Jeg bønfalder jer om at gøre noget. 
De kan ikke holde sammen på noget ret meget læn- gere 
dernede, og det er med livet som indsats hver dag. Gør 

noget!!!!«  

Og når dren- gebørnene fylder 18 år, bliver de angiveligt 
placeret i et fængsel for voksne IS-krigere. 

at overlade danske børn til deres egen skæbne under 
»torturlignende for- hold«.

Drengen har set det ske  ere gange: Når bør- nene i lejren når de tidlige teenageår, bliver de hentet 
af kurdiske soldater og sendt til såkaldt »afradikalisering«. Og når det sker, kommer de ikke 

tilbage.

Hans vurdering er, at den 13-åri- ge dreng ikke er radikaliseret. Han er nærme- re »ødelagt« og 
»helbredsmæssigt knust«, siger advokaten:

at fjerne drenge fra deres mødre og søskende og overføre dem til fængsel/rehabcenter i Qamishli, 
som YPG blandt andet også gjorde 4. oktober 2019, hvor de tævede og jernede drengebørn helt 

ned til 9 års alderen fra al-Roj.(...) »Min nevø (...), som er den ældste af børne- ne (den 13-årige 
dreng, red.), er i panik. Han fortæller os, at han gemmer sig og græder hy- sterisk, hver gang han 
hører en bil udenfor de- res telt. Hans kammerat blev bortført fra sin mor og søskende for et år 

siden, og man har in- tet hørt til ham siden, fortæller han. Hans nat- tesøvn er forstyrret med 
mareridt. Han lyver op af sin søvn og råber og skriger med hjerte- banken og rysten. Det tager 

hans mor lang tid at putte ham igen, og ofte ligger han i fosterstil- ling i sin mors skød, før han 
falder i søvn.« (...) »Jeg bønfalder jer om at gøre noget. De kan ikke holde sammen på noget ret 
meget læn- gere dernede, og det er med livet som indsats hver dag. Gør noget!!!!«  

Og når dren- gebørnene fylder 18 år, bliver de angiveligt placeret i et fængsel for voksne IS-

krigere. 

at overlade danske børn til deres egen skæbne under »torturlignende for- hold«.

Den anden og langt billigere metode er at 
erklære reel eller strategisk støtte til Islamisk 

Stat.

Lige nu er disse børn først og fremmest ofre. 
Men jo længere, de bliver der, jo mere vokser 
risikoen for, at de kan komme til at udvikle 

traumer og had mod Vesten og deres 
hjemlande,« siger Thomas Renard til 

Berlingske. 

»De feste kvinder vil gerne væk fra det 

ekstremt hårde og udsigtsløse liv i lejrene. 
Hvis de har chancen for at komme ud, vil 

mange gribe den – også hvis det er gennem IS-
smug- lingsnetværk,« siger Thomas Renard, og 
på- peger, at det ikke nødvendigvis betyder, at 

de på ny vil tilslutte sig IS.

Og at børn er uskyldige tilsyneladende ligger 
øverst i rangorden over faktorer for det, der 

betyder mest. 

49 procent af de røde vælgere er for eksempel 
enige i, at »det er et udtryk for moralsk 
forfald, når den danske stat ikke henter 

børnene og deres mødre hjem. Børnene er 
uskyldige ofre og danske statsborgere, som 

har krav på hjælp«.
67 procent af de blå vælgere er uenige i ud- 
sagnet.

»Det viser igen, hvordan udlændingepolitik 
deler danskerne,« siger Kasper Møller 

Hansen: »Samtidig er børnene i lejrene 
pludselig blevet symbolet på en hård 
indvandrerpolitik, og hvis regeringen går 

sammen med de røde, mens de blå siger nej, 
vil det blive udlagt sådan, at de alligevel har 

en blød linje. Så bag det hele ligger en hård 
politisk virkelighed, som ikke

har noget at gøre med børnene.«
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De danske børns arvesynd i 
helvedslejrene

Fem borgerlige argumenter for at børnene i Syrien 
skal hjem

Mødre i syriske fangelejre kan 
dømmes efter dansk terrorlov

Hvem er det egentlig, der har vendt 
ryggen til Danmark?

Eksperter gennemhuller 
forklaring på at lade børn blive 

i Syrien: Mødre har ikke krav 
på familiesammenføring 

Her er de stenhårde, udlændingestramme nationale 
grunde til at få Syrien-børnene hjem 

Vores nabolande henter børn hjem fra 
Syrien 

Kurdisk udenrigsminister hælder 
Mette Frederiksens plan ned ad 

brættet 

Mother and 
child

Vi bør gøre alt, hvad vi kan for at forhindre, 
at børn bliver brugt som tandhjul i en krig, 

de voksne er ansvarlige for.

er det et godt princip, at det enkelte menneske skal 
have retten og muligheden for at skabe sit eget liv. 

Uan- set hvilke horrible vilkår ens forældre har givet 
en.

Sagen ligner på mange måder de danske 
sa- ger med udrejste kvinder, der i 

Syrien har fået børn med IS-jihadister –

 Det er ikke svært at forestille sig, at ingen 
af mødrene ønsker at blive adskilt fra deres 

kære små. 

Hvor kvalmende Islamisk Stat end var
– og er – må man stille spørgsmål om de syv 
danske kvinders handlinger og motiver: 

Har de foretaget sig noget grusomt under 
deres tid blandt islamisterne, eller har de 

kun født børn og taget vare på hjemmet? 
Rejste de af kærlighed til en mand, der ville 
slås for Kalifatet, eller var de tiltrukket af 

islamis- mens ekstreme ideologi? Vi kender 
ikke svarene, men det gør regeringen og 

oppositionen åbenbart.

Naturligvis bør kvindernes forkerte valg 

have konsekvenser. De skal undersøges og 
stra es, hvis der er belæg for det. Men alt 

imens vi hvæsser knivene, skulle vi måske 
overveje, om kvinderne har forandret 
indstilling til islamismen og i dag ser 

anderledes på deres egen rolle. Hvem siger, 
at mennesket har en uforanderlig essens?

En bestemmelse i 
udlændingelovens para-

graf 10 tilsiger nemlig sort på 
hvidt, at personer »ikke kan 

gives familiesammenføring«, 
hvis de anses at være »til fare for 
statens sik- kerhed«, påpeger  

ere eksperter, som gen- 
nemhuller en af politikernes 

hovedforklarin- ger på ikke at 
kunne a jælpe situationen med 
danske børn, der sidder fanget i 

to kurdisk- kontrollerede lejre i 
Syrien.

En særlig taskforce under regeringen skal  nde veje til at få 
de danske børn hjem fra Syrien uden deres mødre.

Men den politiske aftale slår fast, at arbej- det skal fokusere 

på en »evakuering af de danske børn uden deres forældre«. 
En hjemtagelse af børnene uden deres mødre er imidlertid 
noget nær en umulighed inden for rammerne af 

international lovgivning, ly- der vurderingen fra en række 
eksperter. Børnene er nemlig danske statsborgere med 

rettigheder, der betyder, at man ikke umid- delbart kan 
tage dem ud af hænderne på deres mødre, fastslår direktør 
ved Institut for Men- neskerettigheder, Louise Holck.

»Jeg er ikke imponeret over aftalen. Uanset hvor store 

skurke kvinderne er, har de altså ret til en betryggende 
behandling i et ordent- ligt retssystem, 

Regeringen har pure afvist at tage mødrene hjem til 
Danmark sammen med børnene med henvisning til 

Danmarks sikkerhed.

nu har Patricio Galvez fået børnene 
placeret i pleje- familier. De mindste 

børn klarer sig godt. De ældste – og især 
den ældste – har stadig me- get had i 

sig.»Han har set sin far dø, og han har 
mest kon- takt med de sociale 
myndigheder, men det bliver langsomt 

bedre,« har Patricio Galvez sagt til DR. 

De danske børn af IS-jihadister og deres 
dan- ske hustruer, der sidder i de to 
kurdiske fan- gelejre – al-Roj og al-Hol – 

er blevet en stadig større hovedpine for 
statsminister Mette Fre- deriksen (S),

Glem alt om at hjemtage de danske børn 
i Syrien, uden at deres mødre følger med. 

Så klokkeklart lyder meldingen fra 
udenrigsministeren for den kurdiske 

selvstyreadministration

Regeringen har givet en såkaldt »tvær- 

ministeriel taskforce« seks uger til at  
nde løsninger på, hvordan man kan hente 

danske børn ud af de sy- riske fangelejre 
uden deres mødre.
Men allerede før arbejdet er gået i gang, 

er ideen dødfødt.

»Vi har ingen lov, der tillader os at skille 
børn fra deres mødre, medmindre 
mødrene er dømt. Vi kan ikke gøre det, 

og vi vil ikke gøre det,« siger han.

Danish and 

not Danish 
(+ 

Denmark) 

Jeg forstår, når folk siger, at disse menne- 

sker har fravalgt Danmark til fordel for et 
brutalt kalifat. Jeg forstår, at man ser dem 

som forrædere, der valgte sharia frem for 
Grundloven. 

Hvordan kan vi pryde os selv med at være 
frihedens og rettighedernes land, hvis vi 

ikke kan sikre vores statsborgere, at de 
ikke underkastes umenneskelige forhold? 
Kan vi fortsat have så rosenrødt et syn på os 

selv, når vi i tavshed ser underernærede og 
traumatiserede børn leve under inhumane 

forhold i, hvad nogen har beskrevet som, 
det sidste sted kalifatet har sit jerngreb? 

Da Danmark underskrev Børnekonventio- 

nen, udførte vi en handling, der forpligtede 
os til at beskytte børn;

Skal man følge den stramme kurs på det 

udlændingepolitiske område, som
historisk har givet valgsejre, eller skal man henholde 

sig principper om retssikkerhed? 

Som dansk statsborger har man en række 

grundlovssikrende rettigheder, som staten ikke kan 
knægte. I den konkrete sag har de 19 børn, som er 

danske statsborgere, ret til at rejse til Danmark, og de 
har ret til at rejse ind. Derudover har de ret til 
diplomatisk beskyttelse. Det har de, fordi de efter 

indfødsretsloven har dansk stats- borgerskab, hvis de 
er født af forældre med et dansk, rødbedefarvet pas.

Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste vurde- rer, at 

børnene er i fare for at blive kidnappet af Islamisk Stat 
og trænet til at begå terror mod deres hjemlande. 

Risikoen er ikke, at vi importerer terrorister. Risikoen 
er derimod, at vi er ved at opfostre dem, og ved at 
blæse på deres rettigheder giver vi dem en grund til at 

vende sig mod Danmark, som deres forældre gjorde.

Vi har tilsluttet os både Menneskerettig- 

hedskonventionen og Børnekonventionen. Begge 

understreger de rettigheder, som børnene har.

Det handler ikke om medlidenhed med 

kvinderne, men om respekt for vores eget 
grundlag, netop dét islamisterne afskyer.

Tre af de i alt seks mødre, der 

ifølge Udenrigsministeriet 
opholder sig i de to kurdisk- 

kontrollerede fangelejre i det 
nordøstlige Syrien, har fået 
frataget deres danske statsbor- 

gerskab.

Socialdemokratiet har for alt i verden ville undgå at 

fremtræde sådan, nu man lige havde fået gjort sig hård i 
udlændigepolitikken

Og jeg (chefdirektør) går ind for pligten til at assimilere sig 
ind i det danske samfund, når man kommer hertil, hvorfor 

jeg har stor forståelse for det synspunkt, at der er tale om 
en utilgivelig form for landssvigt, hvis mennesker, der er 

kommet til Danmark og har nydt godt af vores beskyttelse, 
efterfølgende er draget til Syrien for at tilslutte sig Islamisk 
Stat og reelt direkte eller indirekte deltate i en krig, hvor 

danske soldater deltog på den modsatte front.

Jeg har intet til overs for disse mennekser. Deres børn er en 
anden sag. De har ikke selv bestemt egen skæbne. Og 

danske børn i nød skal Danmark tage sig af. Det er en 
national forpligtelse. Opgiver vi den, opgiver vi noget 

afgørende som nation. 

Børnene og deres mødre er for de flestes vedkommende 

danske statsborgere. Når man har dansk statsborgerskab, 
har man krav på de rettigheder, nationalstaten yder sine 

borgere. 

Her var tale om en 13-årig dreng, som 

var blevet hårdt såret og var lam fra livet 
og ned. Han kunne ikke få den 

nødvendige hjælp i al-Hol-lejren, 
hvorefter det danske 
udenrigsministerium hjalp ham ud. 

Drengens far skulle være død, men 
moderen opholdt sig i juni 2019 stadig i 

al-Hol og gav sin tilladelse til, at drengen 
kunne hentes ud.

Men vir- keligheden er, at vi ingen o ciel 

henvendelse har fået fra den danske 
regering. (…) Faktisk, påpeger 

Abdulkarim Omar, er Dan- mark det 
skandinaviske land, som det kurdi- ske 
selvstyre har mindst kontakt med.

Threat and 

defence 

(terrorism) 

I debatten ser jeg også stemmer, der 

advokerer for vores moralske ansvar for at 

hente disse børn hjem. Trods det, undlader 

de alligevel at handle under påskud af, at 

børnene udgør en terrortrussel. 

Men det er i mine øjne forkert – børn må og 

skal være børn. Vi kan sikre, at børnene 

ikke bliver indoktrineret og radikaliseret 

gennem deres forældre eller af andre 
mørke kræfter; men det kan vi kun, hvis vi 

tager dem til Danmark 

Vores efterretningstjenester fremhæver, at 

faren for radikalisering vokser, jo længere 
børnene beinder sig i lejrene. De har 

fremlagt beviser for, at resterne af Islamisk 

Stat har en liste med omkring 350 børn, 

helt ned til 13-årsalderen, som de forsøger 

at smugle ud af lejrene med henblik på at 
træne dem til kamphandlinger. Vi bør gøre 

alt, hvad vi kan for at forhindre, at børn 

bliver brugt som tandhjul i en krig, de 

voksne er ansvarlige for.

Forsvarets Efterretningstjeneste vurde- rer, at 

børnene er i fare for at blive kidnappet af Islamisk Stat 

og trænet til at begå terror mod deres hjemlande. 

Risikoen er ikke, at vi importerer terrorister. Risikoen 

er derimod, at vi er ved at opfostre dem, og ved at 
blæse på deres rettigheder giver vi dem en grund til at 

vende sig mod Danmark, som deres forældre gjorde.

Sagen ligner på mange måder de danske 

sa- ger med udrejste kvinder, der i 

Syrien har fået børn med IS-jihadister –

Professor Jørn Vestergaard mener, at 
den danske terrorlovgivning ret 

ubesværet kan bruges til at dømme 

kvinder for at »lave mad og passe børn« 

i Syrien, idet den centrale dan- ske 

bestemmelse, stra elovens paragraf 
114e, er en såkaldt »udvidet 

medvirkensregel«.

På dansk: Der skal meget »lidt« 

medvirken til at få en dom for 

terrorisme.

En bestemmelse i 

udlændingelovens para-

graf 10 tilsiger nemlig sort på 

hvidt, at personer »ikke kan 

gives familiesammenføring«, 
hvis de anses at være »til fare for 

statens sik- kerhed«, påpeger  

ere eksperter, som gen- 

nemhuller en af politikernes 

hovedforklarin- ger på ikke at 
kunne a jælpe situationen med 

danske børn, der sidder fanget i 

to kurdisk- kontrollerede lejre i 

Syrien.

påpeger Jens Vedsted-Hansen:

»For hvis kvinderne er til fare for 

statens sikkerhed – som 

politikerne siger, de er – så kan 

man nægte dem 
opholdstilladelse.«

Noget af det værste ved politik er, når den er drevet af 

frygt. (…) Sjældent har en sag været drevet så meget af 

frygt for vælgrne som sagen om Syrien-børnene. Ingen, 

bortset fra de partier ude på venstrefløjen, der i forvejen 

har ry for at være nogle halal-hippier, har kunnet tillade sig 
adet synspunkt, at børnene bør bringes til Danmark. Og da 

slet ikke deres mødre! 

På et tidspunkt vil børnene eller deres mødre fulde af 

hævntørst potentielt kunne true Danmark. Det er ikke 
noget, jeg finder på, vurderingen kommer fra PET. Den kan 

givetvist diskuteres, og andre kan og vil mene noget 

andent. Ikke desto mindre: Hvis du vil lade dem blive i de 

syriske lejre, accepterer du potentielt set udsigten til en 

større terrortrussel mod Danmark. 

At begå landsforrædderi fortjener at blive straffet.

Det uhyggelige dilemma står klart i en 

svensk morfars fortælling. En 13-årig 

dreng, der hvæser ad sin morfar og 

ønsker, at morfaren »skulle dø som en 

vantro«. Er drengen til at redde?

»Al-hol-lejren er lige nu verdens farligste 

sted. Lejren er totalt ude af kontrol. Den 

er fuld af våben, daglige mord, og børn 

bliver radika- liseret af Islamisk Stat. Vi 

har et akut behov for få delt lejren op og 
skilt de mest radikale fra resten. Vi skal 

bygge legepladser. Og vi skal etablere 

rehabiliteringscentre til teenagedren- 

gene. Lige nu har vi ét center med plads 

til 100 drenge. Vi har brug for mindst 15. 
Hvis vi ikke gør noget nu og her, vil den 

nye generation af IS-krigere blive endnu 

farligere, end det IS, som vi har 

bekæmpet militært,« siger Abdul- karim 

Omar.

Jo længere tid, de uskyldige børn sidder 

her, desto mere vil de blive fyldt af 

hævnfølelse og desto større en fare vil de 

udgøre for os og jer

Choice and 
no choice 

Handlinger har konsekvenser, og 
selvfølgelig må kvinderne og mændene leve 

med konsekvenserne af deres handlinge.r

Jeg forstår, når folk siger, at disse menne- 

sker har fravalgt Danmark til fordel for et 
brutalt kalifat. Jeg forstår, at man ser dem 

som forrædere, der valgte sharia frem for 

Grundloven. 

Men det er vigtigt at huske, at børnene ikke 
har fravalgt hverken Danmark eller 

Grundloven – vi skal huske vigtigheden af 

ikke at tilsidesætte deres rettigheder.

De har vendt ryggen til Danmark!« Utallige 
er de gange, hvor statsministeren og den 

borgerlige

opposition har sagt sådan om de 19 danske 

børn og syv kvinder, der befinder sig i 

fangelejre i det
nordlige Syrien.

Naturligvis bør kvindernes forkerte valg 

have konsekvenser.

Jeg har intet til overs for disse mennekser. Deres børn er en 
anden sag. De har ikke selv bestemt egen skæbne. Og 

danske børn i nød skal Danmark tage sig af. Det er en 

national forpligtelse. Opgiver vi den, opgiver vi noget 

afgørende som nation. 

hun følte sig presset til at skrive under 
for at give sit barn et bedre liv hjemme i 

Ca- nada,« fortæller dr. Abdulkarim 

Omar.

Udtalelsen  k Human Rights Watch til at 

sætte spørgsmålstegn ved, hvorvidt 
samtykke overhovedet kan foretages 

frivilligt og på et fuldt oplyst grundlag, 

når man tager kvinder- nes situation i 

betragtning:

Past and 

future 
(Potentialit
y) 

Når man med åbne øjne er rejst ned til 

Islamisk Stat, som udøvede et brutalt og 
barbarisk regime, kan sympatien ligge på et 
knappenålshoved. Islamisterne sloges for at 
dreje historiens urskive tilbage til profeten 

Muhammeds tid og udbrede hans lære med 

sværdet.

Jo længere tid, de uskyldige børn sidder 

her, desto mere vil de blive fyldt af 
hævnfølelse og desto større en fare vil de 
udgøre for os og jer

Innocence 
and guilt

Vi lader børnene i stikken og udsætter dem 
for dybt kritisable forhold på baggrund af 

deres forældres handlinger, der 
manifesterer sig som en arvesynd. 

Vi kan stadig stille forældrene til ansvar, 
uden at vi giver børnene byrden af en 

arvesynd. Hvis de kommer til Danmark, har 
vi de rette instanser til at retsforfølge dem, 

der har forbrudt sig mod loven og adskille 
børnene fra de forældre, der ikke er egnet 
til at varetage forældrerollen. 

Børn må aldrig dømmes for deres 

forældres handlinger,

mod de forældre, der har begået landsforræderi eller 
andre ulovligheder, som de selvfølgelig skal stilles til 

ansvar for.

Tværtimod er dansk terrorlovgivning så 
»rummelig« og vidtgående, at kvinderne 

»uden problemer« vil kunne dømmes for 
terrorisme.

Selvom de aldrig har kæmpet for 
Islamisk Stat, deltaget i træning, haft 
våben i hånden eller formelt har 

tilsluttet sig Islamisk Stat – så kan alene 
det, at de har levet sammen med en IS-

kriger, lavet mad til ham og passet børn, 
være tilstrækkeligt til en dom for 
terrorisme. Det vurderer Jørn 

Vestergaard, professor i stra eret ved 
Københavns Universitet,

Det opsigtsvækkende ved den 
verserende retssag i Norge er, at de 

norske myndigheder mener, at alene det, 
at kvinden har passet de børn, hun har 

fået med tre IS-krigere, og løst opgaver i 
hjemmet, er tilstrækkeligt til, at hun kan 

dømmes for terrorisme.

Professor Jørn Vestergaard mener, at 
den danske terrorlovgivning ret 
ubesværet kan bruges til at dømme 

kvinder for at »lave mad og passe børn« 
i Syrien, idet den centrale dan- ske 

bestemmelse, stra elovens paragraf 
114e, er en såkaldt »udvidet 
medvirkensregel«.

På dansk: Der skal meget »lidt« 
medvirken til at få en dom for 

Vi kender ikke svarene, men det gør 
regeringen og oppositionen åbenbart. De 

har i hvert fald dømt kvinderne i modstrid 
med retssamfundets centrale idé om at lade 

tvivlen komme den tiltalte til gode. At blive 
frataget muligheden for at forsvare sig er en 
logik, som hører bananstater til. Eller 

Islamisk Stat.

Naturligvis bør kvindernes forkerte valg 
have konsekvenser. De skal undersøges og 
stra es, hvis der er belæg for det. Men alt 

imens vi hvæsser knivene, skulle vi måske 
overveje, om kvinderne har forandret 

indstilling til islamismen og i dag ser 
anderledes på deres egen rolle. Hvem siger, 
at mennesket har en uforanderlig essens?

»Jeg er ikke imponeret over aftalen. Uanset hvor store 
skurke kvinderne er, har de altså ret til en betryggende 

behandling i et ordent- ligt retssystem,

Det uhyggelige dilemma står klart i en 
svensk morfars fortælling. En 13-årig 

dreng, der hvæser ad sin morfar og 
ønsker, at morfaren »skulle dø som en 

vantro«. Er drengen til at redde?

hvorefter de syv børn var alene. De måtte 

reddes, og nu har Patricio Galvez fået 
børnene placeret i pleje- familier. De 

mindste børn klarer sig godt. De ældste – 
og især den ældste – har stadig me- get 
had i sig.

Her var tale om en 13-årig dreng, som 

var blevet hårdt såret og var lam fra livet 
og ned. Han kunne ikke få den 
nødvendige hjælp i al-Hol-lejren, 

hvorefter det danske 
udenrigsministerium hjalp ham ud. 

Drengens far skulle være død, men 
moderen opholdt sig i juni 2019 stadig i 

al-Hol og gav sin tilladelse til, at drengen 
kunne hentes ud.

»Vi har ingen lov, der tillader os at skille 
børn fra deres mødre, medmindre 

mødrene er dømt. Vi kan ikke gøre det, 
og vi vil ikke gøre det,« siger han.

De har også i årevis appelleret til 
Danmark og andre lande om at 

repatriere de mange børn og 
udenlandske kvinder, som kurderne 

»ikke har nogen beviser imod« og ikke 
agter at rets- forfølge.

Jo længere tid, de uskyldige børn sidder 
her, desto mere vil de blive fyldt af 

hævnfølelse og desto større en fare vil de 
udgøre for os og jer
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Ny aftale skal hjælpe Syrien-børn – men eksperter ser det som en umulig 
opgave 

Berlingske møder Nadia og hendes børn i syrisk fangelejr: Så jeg er ikke dansker 
mere? Hvorfor? Er jeg mindre værd? 

Britisk terrorekspert: Pas på, hjemvendte børn fra IS-områder kan udgøre en terrortrussel Aziza giftede sig med en mand fra Islamisk Stat. Nu vil hun hjem til 
Aarhus: ”Min søn fortjener at få gratis sundhedsydelser” 

Mother and 
child

En særlig taskforce under regeringen skal  nde veje til at få de danske børn hjem 
fra Syrien uden deres mødre.

Men den politiske aftale slår fast, at arbej- det skal fokusere på en »evakuering af 

de danske børn uden deres forældre«. En hjemtagelse af børnene uden deres 
mødre er imidlertid noget nær en umulighed inden for rammerne af international 
lovgivning, ly- der vurderingen fra en række eksperter. Børnene er nemlig danske 

statsborgere med rettigheder, der betyder, at man ikke umid- delbart kan tage 
dem ud af hænderne på deres mødre, fastslår direktør ved Institut for Men- 

neskerettigheder, Louise Holck.

»Jeg er ikke imponeret over aftalen. Uanset hvor store skurke kvinderne er, har de 

altså ret til en betryggende behandling i et ordent- ligt retssystem, 

Regeringen har pure afvist at tage mødrene hjem til Danmark sammen med 
børnene med henvisning til Danmarks sikkerhed.

»Man kan ikke tænke en løsning uden at tænke moren ind i det. Både mor og barn 
har selvstændige rettigheder, og de har rettighe- der til at være sammen med 

hinanden,« siger han.

»Det mest humanitære at gøre er at lade de omsorgspersoner, som har 

gennemlevet de her rædsler med børnene, følge med. At skille dem ad gennem 
indirekte tvang vil være umen- neskeligt efter vores opfattelse,« siger gene- 

ralsekretær Anders Ladekarl.

»Jeg tror ikke på det. Jeg har endnu til gode at møde en eneste jurist, som mener, at 

det kan lade sig gøre at tage børnene hjem uden mødrene,« siger han.

Den tidligere ledende kriminolog ved PET mener slet ikke, at man kan tale om, at små 
børn radikaliseres. Små børn er nemlig opta- gede af at leve op til forventninger hos 

deres forældre og i relationer i en meget nær kon- tekst. Det gør de for at overleve.

Når børn derimod rammer præteenage- årene, løftes blikket mod omverdenen. Børn er 
nu i stand til at fastholde egne ideer og skabe egne projekter uden at være afhæn- gige af 
deres forældre, forklarer Kasper Fi- sker:

»Hvis man skifter konteksten ud, så har man ikke længere en børnesoldat eller en jihadist 

– så har man et skadet barn,« siger han. Han påpeger, at et 14-årigt barn, der har le- vet 
lere år i fangenskab, formentlig ikke er udviklet i et normalt tempo. Derfor sår Kasper 
Fisker også tvivl om, at børn i en sådan situa- tion – trods deres alder – nødvendigvis 

behø- ver være radikaliserede:

Den tidligere ledende kriminolog ved PET mener slet ikke, at man kan tale om, at små børn radikaliseres. 
Små børn er nemlig opta- gede af at leve op til forventninger hos deres forældre og i relationer i en meget nær 

kon- tekst. Det gør de for at overleve.

Når børn derimod rammer præteenage- årene, løftes blikket mod omverdenen. Børn er nu i stand til at 
fastholde egne ideer og skabe egne projekter uden at være afhæn- gige af deres forældre, forklarer Kasper Fi- 
sker:

»Hvis man skifter konteksten ud, så har man ikke længere en børnesoldat eller en jihadist – så har man et 

skadet barn,« siger han. Han påpeger, at et 14-årigt barn, der har le- vet lere år i fangenskab, formentlig ikke 
er udviklet i et normalt tempo. Derfor sår Kasper Fisker også tvivl om, at børn i en sådan situa- tion – trods 
deres alder – nødvendigvis behø- ver være radikaliserede:

I al-Roj-lejren sidder blandt andet en 13-årig dansk dreng, der i øjeblikket vurderes at være i overhængende 

risiko for at blive tvangsjer- net fra sin mor og søskende – og dernæst blive placeret i en kurdisk såkaldt 
»afradikaliserings- lejr«. Drengens advokat, Knud Foldschack, har senest sidste måned besøgt al-Roj-lejren: 
Hans vurdering er, at den 13-årige dreng ikke er ra- dikaliseret. Han er nærmere »ødelagt« og »hel- 

bredsmæssigt knust«, siger advokaten.

Jeg blev født i Danmark, men voksede op i England. Jeg har kun et dansk pas, 
jeg har ingen andre pas. Jeg kom til Syrien, da jeg var 16 år i 2014.«

Hendes søn er meget syg, siger hun. Han har hele tiden feber.

Ligesom de andre mødre, Berlingske har talt med, vil hun under ingen 
omstændighe- der sende sin søn til Danmark, uden at hun selv kommer med, 

skulle hun få tilbuddet.

Jeg begik en fejl som barn, da jeg var 16 år gammel. Nu som 23-årig er jeg 
bevidst om den fejl. Jeg har levet syv år i Syrien. Det er forfærdeligt.«

»Jeg mener, jeg er en uskyldig, menneske- lig mor. Jeg nævner menneskelig, 
for jeg skal behandles som et menneske med rettigheder. Jeg vil, som en 

uskyldig mor, tage mit barn med til Danmark.«

Aziza har altid drømt om at blive læge, siger hun. Det gør hun endnu. Hun vil 

det bedste for sin søn, den lille  fireårige purk som render frem og tilbage og 
prøver at få sin mors opmærksomhed.»Jeg er stadig ung. Jeg vil give min søn 

en almindelig hverdag. Jeg øn- sker en stor fremtid for ham. Jeg gør mit 
bedste for at give ham en rigtig barndom.

»Børn fortjener ikke det her. Mig som en menneskelig mor.... tag os tilbage, 
retsforfølg os, gør hvad I vil, men lad være med bare at efterlade os her til at 

se vores børn lide. Det er et men- neskerettighedsspørgsmål.

Danish and 

not Danish 
(+ 

Denmark) 

hjælpe børnene hjem til Danmark.

Børnene er nemlig danske statsborgere med rettigheder, der betyder, at man ikke 

umid- delbart kan tage dem ud af hænderne på deres mødre, fastslår direktør ved 
Institut for Men- neskerettigheder, Louise Holck.

Gentagne gange har hun sagt, at mødrene har »vendt Danmark ryggen« ved at 
tilslutte sig kalifatet i Syrien»

Tre af dem er også danske statsborgere. Det er lidt svært at se, at vi kan undslippe, 
at de kommer til Danmark,« siger hun.

Hendes to sønner på to og tre år er nogle af de i alt 19 børn med danske rødder, som sid- 

der strandet i de kurdiske fangelejre i det nordøstlige Syrien.

Ligesom resten af de 3.000 kvinder og børn, som bor i al-Roj-lejren, er Nadia nemlig her, 
fordi hun for en del år siden frivilligt forlod sit trygge liv i Danmark og en tilværelse som 
selvstændig kvinde med sygeplejerskedrømme på Frederiksberg for at rejse til Syrien og 

til- slutte sig Islamisk Stat.

»Staten fortalte, hvad vi måtte, og så fortalte min mand det til mig. Jeg måtte ikke snakke 
med andre mænd. Ikke gå nogen steder. Hvad kunne jeg gøre? Stikke af? Det forsøgte jeg 
netop på. Men at bo under kalifatet er ikke det samme som at bo i Danmark. Du kan ikke 

bare købe en lybillet og forlade det. Du kan ikke bare krydse grænsen. Det er virkelig 
bevogtet.«

Efter at drengene blev født, har den danske stat administrativt jernet Nadias statsborger- 

skab, fordi hun også har marokkansk pas. Alligevel håber hun på at kunne komme til- 
bage til Danmark og fortsætte sit og sønnernes liv, for hendes børn er født, mens hun 

stadig var dansk statsborger, og har derfor dansk ind- fødsret. Begge børn er født, før 
Nadia ik fra- taget sit danske statsborgerskab – og før 1. februar 2020, hvor Folketinget 
vedtog endnu en ændring af loven om indfødsret, der betyder, at børn født af danske 

statsborgere i »terror- områder« som Syrien ikke automatisk arver deres forældres 
danske statsborgerskab. 

»Jeg kender ikke andet end Danmark,« siger hun.

Men hun aner ikke, hvad hendes rettigheder er, eller hvad hun skal forberede sine børn 

på. »Skal jeg lære mine børn dansk? Eller skal de slet ikke bruge det?

»De snakkede om kun at tage de to etniske med. Ok, tak, Danmark. Så jeg er ikke dansker 

mere? Hvorfor? Er jeg mindre værd? Jeg blev rigtig, rigtig ked af det. Jeg blev virkelig skuf-

 fet og græd,« siger Nadia.

I Danmark findes der også et eksempel på, at et barn har planlagt et terrorangreb på dansk grund. hvor langt Danmark skal strække sig for at hjælpe kvin- derne – og om de 

udgør en sikkerhedsrisiko.»Jeg er en dansk statsborger. 

Jeg blev født i Danmark, men voksede op i England. Jeg har kun et dansk pas, 
jeg har ingen andre pas. Jeg kom til Syrien, da jeg var 16 år i 2014.«

For nylig besluttede den danske stat at fra- tage Aziza og hendes søster deres 
danske stats-borgerskab administrativt, fordi staten mener, at kvinderne 

også er somaliske statsborgere.

Under alle omstændigheder har Azizas  fireårige søn, som blev født før hun 

selv admi- nistrativt  k frataget statsborgerskabet, dansk statsborgerskab.

Hun kan huske sin barndom i Danmark, si- ger hun, sommerferierne, påsken.

Threat and 

defence 

(terrorism) 

Regeringen har pure afvist at tage mødrene hjem til Danmark sammen med 

børnene med henvisning til Danmarks sikkerhed.

Og regeringen mener, at kvinderne vil udgøre en sikkerhedstrussel mod det 

danske samfund, hvis de vender tilbage.

Spørgsmålet om, hvorvidt børn kan siges at udgøre en terror- trussel, er blevet aktuelt i 

forbindelse med diskussionen om, hvorvidt regeringen skal hjemtage 19 danske børn fra 

to kurdiskkon- trollerede fangelejre i det nordøstlige Syrien. En britisk terror- 

undersøger vurderer i ny rapport, at børn fra IS-områder kan »blive gerningsmænd«, 

hvis de vender hjem – mens små børn ifølge dansk kriminolog og PETs trusselsvurdering 
ikke udgør en trussel. 

Børn, der er blevet »brutaliserede« af et ophold i Islamisk Stat-områder i Syrien og Irak, 

kan udgøre en terror- trussel, når de vender hjem. Det vurderer Jonathan Hall, advo- kat, 

jurist og særlig opmand,

Den kendsgerning, at mange af disse børn er bru- taliserede ofre, der har brug for 

rehabilitering, betyder ikke, at de ikke udgør en aktuel ter- rorfare, når de vender tilbage 

– og at de ikke er blevet trænet speci kt til at gennemføre ter- rorangreb,« anfører 

Jonathan Hall.

er »sandsynligt, at børnene har været påvirket af ekstremistisk ideologi, har undergået 

mili- tær træning eller i nogle tilfælde været invol- veret i terrorangreb under deres 

ophold i Sy- rien.

Center for Terroranalyse (CTA) under PET fastslår i en ny rapport, der udkom i onsdags, 

at det er »usandsynligt, at der udgår en aktuel terrortrussel fra børn af personer udrejst 

fra Danmark til konliktzonen«.

Det skyldes først og fremmest »børnenes nuværende lave alder«, (...) »at større børn, der 

indrejser i Danmark fra konliktzonen eller fra lejre, kan udgøre en terrortrussel på grund 
af indoktrinering eller anden påvirkning i konliktzonen«.

Tore Hamming, der er ph.d. i jihadisme ved European University Institute og forsker i ra- 

dikalisering, peger på, at »alle for så vidt kan udgøre en potentiel trussel«. »Det kan børn, 

der har været i Syrien, også,« siger Tore Hamming.

Spørgsmålet om, hvorvidt børn kan siges at udgøre en terror- trussel, er blevet aktuelt i forbindelse med 

diskussionen om, hvorvidt regeringen skal hjemtage 19 danske børn fra to kurdiskkon- trollerede fangelejre i 

det nordøstlige Syrien. En britisk terror- undersøger vurderer i ny rapport, at børn fra IS-områder kan »blive 

gerningsmænd«, hvis de vender hjem – mens små børn ifølge dansk kriminolog og PETs trusselsvurdering 

ikke udgør en trussel. 

Børn, der er blevet »brutaliserede« af et ophold i Islamisk Stat-områder i Syrien og Irak, kan udgøre en terror-

 trussel, når de vender hjem. Det vurderer Jonathan Hall, advo- kat, jurist og særlig opmand,

Den kendsgerning, at mange af disse børn er bru- taliserede ofre, der har brug for rehabilitering, betyder ikke, 
at de ikke udgør en aktuel ter- rorfare, når de vender tilbage – og at de ikke er blevet trænet speci kt til at 

gennemføre ter- rorangreb,« anfører Jonathan Hall.

er »sandsynligt, at børnene har været påvirket af ekstremistisk ideologi, har undergået mili- tær træning eller 

i nogle tilfælde været invol- veret i terrorangreb under deres ophold i Sy- rien.

Center for Terroranalyse (CTA) under PET fastslår i en ny rapport, der udkom i onsdags, at det er 

»usandsynligt, at der udgår en aktuel terrortrussel fra børn af personer udrejst fra Danmark til konliktzonen«.

Det skyldes først og fremmest »børnenes nuværende lave alder«, (...) »at større børn, der indrejser i Danmark 

fra konliktzonen eller fra lejre, kan udgøre en terrortrussel på grund af indoktrinering eller anden påvirkning 
i konliktzonen«.

Tore Hamming, der er ph.d. i jihadisme ved European University Institute og forsker i ra- dikalisering, peger 

på, at »alle for så vidt kan udgøre en potentiel trussel«. »Det kan børn, der har været i Syrien, også,« siger 

Tore Hamming. 

Han mener ikke, at det giver mening – som den britiske undersøger gør det – at opstille en modsætning 

mellem barnets tarv og na- tional sikkerhed og hævde, at de britiske so- ciale myndigheders fokus på barnets 

tarv går forud for den nationale sikkerhed. Det kan man netop »ikke stille op på den måde«, un- derstreger 

han: »Barnets tarv og trivsel er direkte koblet op på den trussel, barnet kan udgøre. Derfor er det afgørende, 

at man fokuserer på barnet og arbejder med det, hvis man skal sikre, at det ikke kommer til at udgøre en 

trussel. Så den bekymring er jeg lodret uenig i,« siger Kasper Fisker.

Hendes »tid i Syrien« dækker over de mere end fem år, hun tilbragte i 

verdens mest blod- tørstige terrororganisation: Islamisk Stat med sit 

selverklærede kalifat.

hvor langt Danmark skal strække sig for at hjælpe kvin- derne – og om de 
udgør en sikkerhedsrisiko.

Begge kvinder har ifølge billeder, som tvillingerne selv tidligere har lagt på 

de sociale medier, modtaget våbentræning. 

Aziza insisterer på, at hun ikke er farlig, og at alle har ret til at få vurderet 

deres sag individuelt. Selv Guantanamo-fanger har  flere rettigheder, end 

kvinderne i lejren har, beklager hun.

Choice and 
no choice 

Statsminister Mette Frederiksen (S) har tid- ligere understreget, at regeringen 
ikke har an- svaret for, at børnene er endt i fangelejrene i Syrien: »Det har kun 

deres forældre«. Gentagne gange har hun sagt, at mødrene har »vendt Danmark 

ryggen« ved at tilslutte sig kalifatet i Syrien, 

Med andre ord skal de frivilligt gå med til at give deres børn fra sig. (...) »Jeg mener, 
man skal være meget varsom med at gå ned ad samtykkesporet overhove- det, for 

hvilken situation be nder moren sig i, og er der i det hele taget tale om et reelt valg,

»De be nder sig under pres. Hvis myndig- hederne giver dem valget om, at de enten 

kan give et samtykke eller lade børnene blive i lej- ren og have det dårligt, så er det 
altså ikke et valg, der hviler på frivillighed,« siger hun.

Ligesom resten af de 3.000 kvinder og børn, som bor i al-Roj-lejren, er Nadia nemlig her, 
fordi hun for en del år siden frivilligt forlod sit trygge liv i Danmark og en tilværelse som 

selv- stændig kvinde med sygeplejerskedrømme på Frederiksberg for at rejse til Syrien 

og til- slutte sig Islamisk Stat.

 

 eg har ikke været en del af dem. Jeg har selv valgt at forlade det,« siger hun.

De syv kvinder rejste frivilligt til Syrien fra Danmark for at tilslutte sig Islamisk Stats ter- rorkalifat. 

Past and 

future 
(Potentialit
y) 

Som hun sidder der foran os med sine milde øjne og to velfriserede sønner med 

matchende trøjer, er det svært at tro, at den selvsamme kvinde har tilbragt fire år som 
husmor i Islamisk Stats kalifat, før hun havnede her i al-Roj-lejren.

»Den afradikaliseringsproces, som alle taler om, er allerede i gang her (i al-Roj-lejren, 

red.). Vi må ikke have sort tøj på eller have koranen i teltet, og der er ikke noget socialt 

pres for at være ekstrem. Det er jeg glad for. Så er man bedre forberedt til at blive en del 
af samfundet.«
De kurdiske vagter fortæller, at de fleste kvinder protesterer i starten, når de bliver 

tvunget til at smide niqabben, som de har levet med i årevis, og som mange føler giver 
dem beskyttelse i form af anonymitet.

Siden den slags spørgsmål sjældent er entydige, og efterretningerne ofte er ufuldstændige, kan det ikke 

udelukkes, at et barn muligvis vil blive inddraget i vold som følge af sine oplevelser i udlandet,« lyder det fra 
Jonathan Hall.

Det faktum, at disse børn med sikkerhed er ofre, betyder ikke, at de ikke også kan blive gerningsmænd.«

»Det afhænger af, hvor gamle de er, hvilke oplevelser de har haft, og hvordan de er som personer: To 
personer kan godt have oplevet det samme, men ende med at reagere for- skelligt på det,« siger Tore 
Hamming

Hendes »tid i Syrien« dækker over de mere end fem år, hun tilbragte i 

verdens mest blod- tørstige terrororganisation: Islamisk Stat med sit 
selverklærede kalifat

.Jeg begik en fejl som barn, da jeg var 16 år gammel. Nu som 23-årig er jeg 

bevidst om den fejl. Jeg har levet syv år i Syrien. Det er forfærdeligt.«

Innocence 
and guilt

»Jeg er ikke imponeret over aftalen. Uanset hvor store skurke kvinderne er, har de 
altså ret til en betryggende behandling i et ordent- ligt retssystem, 

Statsminister Mette Frederiksen (S) har tid- ligere understreget, at regeringen 

ikke har an- svaret for, at børnene er endt i fangelejrene i Syrien: »Det har kun 
deres forældre«. ,

Den kendsgerning, at mange af disse børn er bru- taliserede ofre, der har brug for 
rehabilitering, betyder ikke, at de ikke udgør en aktuel ter- rorfare, når de vender tilbage 

– og at de ikke er blevet trænet speci kt til at gennemføre ter- rorangreb,« anfører 
Jonathan Hall..

 Indtil videre har alle hjembragte børn været under ti år. 
 

at børn, der er opvokset i Syrien, med stor sand- synlighed har oplevet foruroligende ting 
– »di- stressing scenes«: »Mange er ofre for traumer, de har overværet terrorangreb og 

været vidne til blandt andet andre børns voldsomme død,« står der i notatet.

Det faktum, at disse børn med sikkerhed er ofre, betyder ikke, at de ikke også kan blive 

gerningsmænd.«

Den kendsgerning, at mange af disse børn er bru- taliserede ofre, der har brug for rehabilitering, betyder ikke, 
at de ikke udgør en aktuel ter- rorfare, når de vender tilbage – og at de ikke er blevet trænet speci kt til at 

gennemføre ter- rorangreb,« anfører Jonathan Hall..

 Indtil videre har alle hjembragte børn været under ti år. 
 
at børn, der er opvokset i Syrien, med stor sand- synlighed har oplevet foruroligende ting – »di- stressing 

scenes«: »Mange er ofre for traumer, de har overværet terrorangreb og været vidne til blandt andet andre 
børns voldsomme død,« står der i notatet.

Det faktum, at disse børn med sikkerhed er ofre, betyder ikke, at de ikke også kan blive gerningsmænd.«

Center for Terroranalyse (CTA) under PET fastslår i en ny rapport, der udkom i onsdags, at det er 
»usandsynligt, at der udgår en aktuel terrortrussel fra børn af personer udrejst fra Danmark til konliktzonen«.

Det skyldes først og fremmest »børnenes nuværende lave alder«, (...) »at større børn, der indrejser i Danmark 
fra konliktzonen eller fra lejre, kan udgøre en terrortrussel på grund af indoktrinering eller anden påvirkning 
i konliktzonen«.

det »ikke giver me- ning« at tale om radikalisering af små børn. Det giver først mening at tale om, når børn 

når præteenageårene.

Når børn derimod rammer præteenage- årene, løftes blikket mod omverdenen. Børn er nu i stand til at 
fastholde egne ideer og skabe egne projekter uden at være afhæn- gige af deres forældre, forklarer Kasper Fi- 

sker: »Det giver først mening at tale om radika- lisering af børn, når de rammer 13-14-årsal- deren. 
Radikalisering forudsætter, at man kan fastholde sin egen tanke og eget mål – og på den måde tage en 
ideologi til sig. Små børn kan godt reagere på noget, der forventes af dem: eksempelvis ved at være 

programme- ret til at råbe, at »Gud er stor«. Men der taler vi ikke om radikalisering. Det er noget, man 
tillærer sig for at overleve,« siger Kasper Fi- sker.

»Hvis man skifter konteksten ud, så har man ikke længere en børnesoldat eller en jihadist – så har man et 
skadet barn,« siger han. Han påpeger, at et 14-årigt barn, der har le- vet lere år i fangenskab, formentlig ikke 

er udviklet i et normalt tempo. Derfor sår Kasper Fisker også tvivl om, at børn i en sådan situa- tion – trods 
deres alder – nødvendigvis behø- ver være radikaliserede:

 Her har hun siddet, siden hun for godt to år siden flygtede ud af Baghouz – 
den sidste bastion for de mest hardcore til- hængere af Islamisk Stat.»Fordi 

jeg er en dansk statsborger. 

Jeg begik en fejl som barn, da jeg var 16 år gammel. Nu som 23-årig er jeg 
bevidst om den fejl. Jeg har levet syv år i Syrien. Det er forfærdeligt.«

Tvillingerne, der blev beskrevet som dyg- tige studerende på en god skole i 
Manchester, blev angiveligt begge radikaliserede på nettet, hvor de chattede 

med deres kommende æg- tefæller, før de tog af sted til Syrien.

Faktisk nævner hun ikke »Islamisk Stat« med et ord i løbet af interviewet. Vi 

ved derfor ikke, om hun selv har overværet eller deltaget i den mængde af 
kendte krigsforbrydelser, som terrorgruppen har på samvittigheden 

herunder: Sexslaveri, men- neskehandel med yazidikvinder, halshugnin- ger 
af vestlige gidsler, tortur af fanger og tu- sinder af mord.

»Jeg mener, jeg er en uskyldig, menneske- lig mor. Jeg nævner menneskelig, 
for jeg skal behandles som et menneske med rettigheder. Jeg vil, som en 

uskyldig mor, tage mit barn med til Danmark.«

»Jeg tror ikke, jeg bliver retsforfulgt. Jeg var ikke klar over, hvad kalifatet 
var. Jeg kom før det. Det var bare syriske folk ... De skal se på min sag og se, 

hvorfor jeg kom, og hvad jeg har gjort. Jeg håber det er muligt for min søn at 
leve et almindeligt liv. Men der er ingen, der har set på vores sag. Vi er bare 
efterladt ... to år i telte,« siger hun.

Aziza insisterer på, at hun ikke er farlig, og at alle har ret til at få vurderet 

deres sag individuelt. Selv Guantanamo-fanger har  flere rettigheder, end 
kvinderne i lejren har, beklager hun.
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Amerikanske medier kan hun få øje på racisme i Europa: ”De spreder helt ærligt løgne 
og fake news”

Tidl. Dommer om børn i flygtningelejr: Man får mistanke om, at taskeforcen er ren 
politik uden tanke på juraen

Tidligere FE-chef: Kvinder er ikke hårdkogte 
terrorister 

Sender bamser til børnenes 
statsminister i protest 

Mother and 
child

at alle eller de fl este børn formentlig lever under utrygge vilkår, der af humanitære grunde 
gør det nødvendigt at få dem ud af lejrene hurtigst muligt – de er enten syge eller 

traumatiserede og har akut behov for beskyttelse.

Desuden vil det være forbundet med yderligere traumatisering, hvis de bliver skilt fra deres 
mødre. Selvom mødrene bliver retsforfulgt herhjemme og sandsyn- ligvis vil blive idømt en 
fængselsstraf, vil det af pædagogiske og psykologiske grunde formentlig stadig være bedst for 

børnene at komme hjem sammen med deres mødre,

Det vil næppe være ulovligt at trodse Børnekonventionens hovedregel og tage børnene hjem 
uden deres mødre, hvis det konkret viser sig, at sikkerhedsrisikoen klart overstiger hensynet 
til barnets tarv, men der kræves endog meget sikre og tungtvejende beviser for, at dette er 

rigtigt, hvis man af denne grund vil adskille børnene fra deres moder.

ulovligt at lade mødrene blive derude alene med henvisning til, at vi af politiske grunde ikke 
vil hjemtage mødrene, fordi de har vendt Danmark ryggen; sa ̊danne grunde er ikke et 
anerkendt hensyn at tage i sager om adskillelse af børn og forældre, heller ikke efter dansk ret.

taskforce, der senest 15. maj i år skal undersøge mulighederne for at hente danske børn hjem 

fra Syrien – men altså uden mødrene; de skal blive derude. Målet er at få børn af danske 
forældre hjem hurtigst muligt.

– Det er et opmærksomhedspunkt, hvor man selv- 
følgelig vil sige, at det ikke er noget, hvor truslen er 

usandsynlig eller lav, men at der er nogle forhold, 
som man skal være opmærk- som på og tage 

alvorligt. Men det er ikke hårdkogte terrorister, 
vurderer han

Børnenes statsminister, Mette 
Frederiksen, modta- ger i øjeblikket 

bamser med en besked om, at alle børn 
har ret til en tryg barndom, og at de 

danske børn derfor skal hentes hjem fra 
de syriske fange- lejre.

Budskabet med demonstra- tionen er 
ifølge Lea Bohr at vise utilfredshed med 

idé- en om, at børnene skal be- tale for 
forældrenes hand- linger.

– Alle børn har ret til en tryg barndom, og 
børn skal simpelthen ikke stå til an- svar 

for deres forældres handlinger. De danske 
myndigheder stillede jo heller ikke tyske 
børn eller børn af danske nazister til 

ansvar for deres forældres handlinger 
efter Anden Verdenskrig, ligesom vi i

dag ikke stiller børn af rockere eller 
andre krimi- nelle til ansvar. Børn er 
børn, siger hun.

at sende bamser til statsministeren, da 

hun mener, det er et universelt symbol på 
tryghed. – Alle børn i hele verden har 
bamser. Det handler om børnenes 

statsminister og børn, der sidder i fange- 
lejre. Det var det mest uni- verselle og 

fredelige sym- bol, som jeg kunne komme 
på, siger hun.

Danish and 

not Danish 
(+ 

Denmark) 

at amerikanske medier fejlagtigt fremstiller Europa som bundracistisk,

Inden brødrene var blevet dømt, havde det amerikanske medie agskib nemlig udlagt deres 

brutale udåd som et alarmsig- nal, et sygdomstegn på et dansk samfund gennemsyret af 
strukturel racisme og had til etniske minoriteter.

Når Caroline Fourest er utilfreds med amerikanske mediers fortællinger om det racistiske 
Europa, er det som veteran i Europas og ikke mindst Frankrigs bogstave- ligt talt eksplosive 

værdikampe om religi- onsfrihed, ytringsfrihed, demokrati og ikke mindst satiretegninger.

»Det var umuligt at føre en samtale med britiske og amerikanske medier uden at blive 

beskyldt for islamofobi,« siger hun.

Med begrebet »islamo-venstrefløj« betegner Vidal en angivelig tendens til, at samfunds- og 
religionsforskere på de franske universiteter i højere grad beskæfti- ger sig med at dissekere 

majoritetssamfun- dets formodede diskrimination af muslimer end med at undersøge 
problematiske dynamikker i de muslimske samfund. 

De vil ikke anerkende, at staten ikke bevidst og intentionelt diskriminerer muslimer og 
arabere. De anerkender ikke, at en ny racisme er vokset frem som et svar på fundamentalisme 

og terrorisme.«

»Vi så en massiv udskamning fra forskere og akademikere, der benægtede den risiko. I de 

sidste 20 år er enhver journalist eller akademiker, der har arbejdet med de problemstillinger, 

blevet udskammet eller kaldt islamofob af akademikere, der benægter problemets eksistens.«

»De nye generationer er meget sensitive og meget identitære. De tror på, at respekten for 

identitet vejer tungere end ytringsfrihed. Og de forveksler debatten om fundamentalisme med 

racisme rettet mod muslimer, fordi de ikke kan se forskel på at argumentere mod en person 

på grund af den, han er, og at argu- mentere mod en persons ideer eller dogmer,« siger 

Caroline Fourest. »For dem er samfundsdebatten i sig selv et bevis på racisme.«

Om holdningerne forstår vi, at kvinderne ikke skal have lov til at komme tilbage, fordi de selv 

har valgt at vende Danmark ryggen ved at tage til Syrien og enten gifte sig med en IS-mand 
eller tilslutte sig Islamisk Stat (IS).

da IS er en terrororganisation, der kæmper mod alt, hvad vi står for i Vesten og tillige 
anvender helt umenneskelige og middelal- derlige midler, oplever vi det som illoyalt over for 

Danmark at tilslutte sig en sådan organisation.

de er danske statsbor- gere eller har tilknytning til Danmark, har de alligevel valgt at fraskrive 
sig den beskyttel- se, som Danmark efter folkeretten har pligt til at yde sine statsborgere.

Tilbage står, at vores afvisning – uanset årsagen – af at hjemtage de danske kvinder til 
retsforfølgning kolliderer med den grundlæggende regel i folkeretten, at enhver stat har pligt 

til at retsforfølge sine egne statsborgere for disse grove forbrydelser, 

Derfor har alle lande tilsluttet sig princippet om »universel jurisdiktion«, hvilket på 
almindeligt dansk betyder, at disse meget alvorlige forbrydel- ser (folkedrab, forbrydelser 

imod menne- skeheden, herunder terror, krigsforbrydel- ser, m. .) skal stra es uanset, hvem de 
er begået af, eller hvor de er begået.

hvoraf de 10 er danske statsborgere, mens de sidste 9 muligvis har krav på opnåelse af dansk 
statsborgerskab – a æn- gigt af, om der kan skabes dokumentation for, at de er født af mødre 

med dansk statsborgerskab.

ulovligt at lade mødrene blive derude alene med henvisning til, at vi af politiske grunde ikke 

vil hjemtage mødrene, fordi de har vendt Danmark ryggen; sådanne grunde er ikke et 
anerkendt hensyn at tage i sager om adskillelse af børn og forældre, heller ikke efter dansk ret.

Hun forstår godt, at det er en svær 

diskussion, men mener, at Danmark har 
an- svar over for både børn og forældre, 

da de er danske statsborgere.

Threat and 

defence 

(terrorism) 

Argumentet imod at hjemtage de danske kvinder har tillige været, at de ved deres hjemkomst 

vil udgøre en væsentlig sikker- hedsrisiko mod Danmark; de er blevet radikaliseret derude og 

må frygtes at ville begå nye terrorhandlinger herhjemme, når de efter udstået straf bliver sat 

på fri fod.

at der nok er en sikkerhedsrisiko ved at få kvinderne hjem, men at det alligevel vil være 

sikrere at få dem hjem til retsforfølgning og afsoning i Danmark, hvor der er bedre muligheder 

for at overvåge dem, end hvis de driver rundt ude i Mellemøsten og kan blive involveret i 

terror uden, at vi har mulighed for at finde ud af, hvad de har gang i. Det er dog også kommet 

frem, at Forsva- rets Efterretningstjeneste (FE) tilsyneladen- de har vurderet, at i hvert fald 
nogle af kvinderne udgør en betydelig sikkerhedsri- siko som følge af deres træning og 

radikali- sering derude, og at man derfor fraråder at tage dem hjem. Disse tilsyneladende 

modsætninger mellem forskellige efterret- ningstjenesters vurdering (?), kan måske for- 

klare, at der er politisk uenighed om, 

Nogle af de ældste børn er muligvis radikaliseret eller er i risiko for at blive det, og for disse 

børn er det klart, at det gælder om at få dem hjem så hurtigt som muligt for at reducere 

risikoen for yderligere radikali- sering.

Det vil næppe være ulovligt at trodse Børnekonventionens hovedregel og tage børnene hjem 
uden deres mødre, hvis det konkret viser sig, at sikkerhedsrisikoen klart overstiger hensynet 

til barnets tarv, men der kræves endog meget sikre og tungtvejende beviser for, at dette er 

rigtigt, hvis man af denne grund vil adskille børnene fra deres moder.

Spørgsmålet om, hvorvidt børn kan siges at udgøre 

en terror- trussel, er blevet aktuelt i forbindelse 

med diskussionen om, hvorvidt regeringen skal 

hjemtage 19 danske børn fra to kurdiskkon- 

trollerede fangelejre i det nordøstlige Syrien. En 
britisk terror- undersøger vurderer i ny rapport, at 

børn fra IS-områder kan »blive gerningsmænd«, 

hvis de vender hjem – mens små børn ifølge dansk 

kriminolog og PETs trusselsvurdering ikke udgør en 

trussel. 

Børn, der er blevet »brutaliserede« af et ophold i 

Islamisk Stat-områder i Syrien og Irak, kan udgøre 

en terror- trussel, når de vender hjem. Det vurderer 

Jonathan Hall, advo- kat, jurist og særlig opmand,

Den kendsgerning, at mange af disse børn er bru- 

taliserede ofre, der har brug for rehabilitering, 

betyder ikke, at de ikke udgør en aktuel ter- rorfare, 

når de vender tilbage – og at de ikke er blevet 
trænet speci kt til at gennemføre ter- rorangreb,« 

anfører Jonathan Hall.

er »sandsynligt, at børnene har været påvirket af 

ekstremistisk ideologi, har undergået mili- tær 
træning eller i nogle tilfælde været invol- veret i 

terrorangreb under deres ophold i Sy- rien.

Center for Terroranalyse (CTA) under PET fastslår i 

en ny rapport, der udkom i onsdags, at det er 

»usandsynligt, at der udgår en aktuel terrortrussel 

fra børn af personer udrejst fra Danmark til 
konliktzonen«.

Choice and 
no choice 

Om holdningerne forstår vi, at kvinderne ikke skal have lov til at komme tilbage, fordi de selv 
har valgt at vende Danmark ryggen ved at tage til Syrien og enten gifte sig med en IS-mand 

eller tilslutte sig Islamisk Stat (IS).

de er danske statsbor- gere eller har tilknytning til Danmark, har de alligevel valgt at fraskrive 

sig den beskyttel- se, som Danmark efter folkeretten har pligt til at yde sine statsborgere. 

Når kvinderne tillige selv har valgt at støtte IS midt under en væbnet kon ikt, må de have 

været på det rene med, at livet derude var farligt, og at de kunne risikere at dø, blive såret 

eller taget til fange. Kvinderne har med andre ord selv bragt sig i den vanskelige situation, som 

de nu be nder sig i,

Past and 

future 
(Potentialit
y) 

Argumentet imod at hjemtage de danske kvinder har tillige været, at de ved deres hjemkomst 

vil udgøre en væsentlig sikker- hedsrisiko mod Danmark; de er blevet radikaliseret derude og 
må frygtes at ville begå nye terrorhandlinger herhjemme, når de efter udstået straf bliver sat 
på fri fod.

Nogle af de ældste børn er muligvis radikaliseret eller er i risiko for at blive det, og for disse 

børn er det klart, at det gælder om at få dem hjem så hurtigt som muligt for at reducere 
risikoen for yderligere radikali- sering.

Se threat and defence - om risikovurderinger

Innocence 
and guilt

Juraen i sagen drejer sig om det stra eret- lige ansvar for terrorisme. Denne forbrydel- se 
begås af den, der med forsæt til at fremkalde frygt i civilbefolkningen eller til at ødelægge 

eller destabilisere et lands grundlæggende politiske, forfatningsmæs- sige, økonomiske eller 
samfundsmæssige strukturer, begår mord, henrettelser, grove voldshandlinger, 

frihedsberøvelser o. lign.hvorved landet tilføjes alvorlig skade.

der deltager i eller yder væsentlig støtte til terrororganisa- tioner; her vil for eksempel 

kvindernes husholdning, forplejning, sygehjælp, børnepasning, rengøring, mv. for IS-krigere 
være omfattet af strafansvaret for terror.

Under en eventuel straffesag i Danmark kan det være vanskeligt at bevise, at de tiltalte på 
disse måder har understøttet terrorhand- linger, da der næppe vil være mulighed for at 

indkalde vidner eller få direkte adgang til bevismateriale om kvindernes deltagelse.

kan de i stedet tiltales for at være udrejst uden tilladelse til de områder i Syrien, som 
Udenrigsministeriet har udpeget som »forbudte områder«.

Derfor har alle lande tilsluttet sig princippet om »universel jurisdiktion«, hvilket på 
almindeligt dansk betyder, at disse meget alvorlige forbrydel- ser (folkedrab, forbrydelser 

imod menne- skeheden, herunder terror, krigsforbrydel- ser, m. .) skal stra es uanset, hvem de 
er begået af, eller hvor de er begået.

at alle eller de  este børn formentlig lever under utrygge vilka ̊r, der af humanitære grunde gør 

det nødvendigt at få dem ud af lejrene hurtigst muligt – de er enten syge eller traumatiserede 
og har akut behov for beskyttelse.

Bag den fredelige demon- stration står 
Lea Bohr, der er mor til to. Hun startede 

demonstrationen i tirsdags og beskriver 
selv, at det skyldtes, at hun ’simpelt- hen 

ikke kunne bære det mere’.
– Jeg blev virkelig blevet ked af det over 
det. Jeg føl- te, at man måtte gøre noget

,– Alle børn har ret til en tryg barndom, 

og børn skal simpelthen ikke stå til an- 
svar for deres forældres handlinger. De 
danske myndigheder stillede jo heller 

ikke tyske børn eller børn af danske 
nazister til ansvar for deres forældres 

handlinger efter Anden Verdenskrig, 
ligesom vi i
dag ikke stiller børn af rockere eller 

andre krimi- nelle til ansvar. Børn er 
børn, siger hun.
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Appendix	F:	Translated	quotations	
	
Translated	quotations	referenced	to	in	the	text.	The	relevant	chapter	is	highlighted.	
	
Page	 Danish	original	quote	 English	translation		

	

5.	The	Dilemma	of	Kinship	
	

28	

Jeg	siger	netop,	at	forældrene	udgør	en	
sikkerhedsstrussel,	men	det	fungerer	altså	
ikke	sådan,	at	man	kan	tage	børnene	og	så	
ikke	forældrene	med,	og	hvis	man	henter	
forældrene	til	Danmark	nu,	udgør	de	en	akut	
sikkerhedstrussel.	

What	I’m	saying	is	that	it	is	the	parents	who	
pose	a	security	threat,	but	we	cannot	just	
bring	the	children	and	then	not	the	parents,	it	
just	doesn’t	work	like	that,	and	if	we	
repatriate	the	parents	to	Denmark	at	this	
time,	they	pose	a	severe	security	threat.	

29	

Med	andre	ord	skal	de	frivilligt	gå	med	til	at	
give	deres	børn	fra	sig.	(...)	Jeg	[Kirsten	
Ketscher]	mener,	man	skal	være	meget	
varsom	med	at	gå	ned	ad	samtykkesporet	
overhovedet,	for	hvilken	situation	befinder	
moren	sig	i,	og	er	der	i	det	hele	taget	tale	om	
et	reelt	valg,	(…)	

In	other	words,	they	[the	Danish	women]	
should	give	up	their	children	voluntarily.	(…).	
In	the	first	place,	I	[Kirsten	Ketscher]	think,	
we	should	be	very	careful	to	consider	going	
down	the	consent-trail,	because	consider	the	
situation	of	the	mother,	is	it	a	real	choice,	(…)	

29	
Uanset	om	éns	forældre	er	kriminelle,	har	
børn	brug	for	en	eller	anden	form	for	kontakt	
med	dem.	

Regardless	of	criminal	parents,	children	need	
some	sort	of	contact.		

	

6.	The	Dangerous	Mothers	
	

31	

(…)	det,	vi	siger	(…)	er,	at	vi	ikke	ønsker	de	
mennesker,	som	har	vendt	Danmark	og	alt	
det,	vi	står	for,	ryggen,	som	har	tilsluttet	sig	
terrorbevægelser,	der	begår	uhyrligheder,	og	
som	i	sig	selv	kan	udgøre	en	kæmpe	
sikkerhedsrisiko.	Vi	vil	ikke	risikere,	at	de	
mennesker	vender	tilbage	til	Danmark	og	
udgør	en	fare	for	os	her.	Det	ønsker	vi	ikke.	
Fremmedkrigere	er	uønskede	i	Danmark.	Det	
er	det,	vi	siger.	

(…)	what	we	are	saying	is	that	we	don’t	want	
people,	who	turned	their	back	on	Denmark	
and	all	of	our	values,	people	who	decided	to	
join	a	terrorist	organization,	committing	
atrocities,	which	in	itself	may	pose	a	server	
security	risk.	We	will	not	risk	that	these	
people	return	to	Denmark	and	poses	a	danger	
to	us	here.	We	don’t	want	that.	Foreign	
fighers	are	unwanted	in	Denmark.	That	is	
what	we	are	saying	

32	

(…)	at	i	den	bedste	af	alle	verdener	skulle	vi	
slet	ikke	tage	stilling	til	det	her	spørgsmål,	for	
så	var	kvinderne	døde	på	slagmarken	i	
kampen	for	det	helvedesregime	af	et	kalifat,	
som	de	til	at	begynde	med	opsøgte.	

(…)	in	the	best	of	all	worlds,	we	wouldn’t	
even	have	to	decide	on	the	question,	because	
then	the	women	would	be	dead	on	the	
battlefield	fighting	for	a	hell	regime	of	a	
caliphate,	which	they	initially	approached.		

33	 Naiv	IS-brud	eller	fanatisk	terrorist	(…)	 Naive	IS-bride	or	[the]	fanatical	terrorist	(…),	

33	
(…)	næsten	mere	radikaliseret	og	nådesløs	
end	de	mandlige	jihadister.		

(…)	almost	more	radicalized	and	merciless	
then	the	male	jihadists.	

33	

Vi	taler	om	et	barbarisk	terrorregime,	som	
huggede	hovederne	af	dem,	de	opfattede	som	
vantro.	De	brændte	folk	levende,	de	kastede	
homoseksuelle	ud	fra	hustage,	de	stenede	
kvinder	for	påstået	utroskab,	og	de	udsatte	
fanger	for	de	mest	horrible	torturmetoder,	
man	kan	forestille	sig.	

We	are	talking	about	a	barbarian	terror	
regime,	which	chopped	off	the	heads	of	those	
they	perceived	as	infidels.	They	burned	
people	alive,	they	threw	homosexuals	out	of	
rooftops,	they	stoned	women	for	alleged	
infidelity,	and	they	exposed	prisoners	to	the	
most	horrific	methods	of	torture	imaginable.	
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34	

Vi	[folketingets	partier]	kan	hurtigt	blive	
enige	om,	at	de	valg,	som	børnenes	forældre	
har	truffet,	er	forfærdelige,	de	er	uforståelige.	
Det	valg	om	at	tilslutte	sig	en	islamisk	
dødskult	vil	jeg	aldrig	stå	her	og	undskylde	
eller	bortforklare,	aldrig,	(…)	

We	[the	parliament	elected	parties]	may	
easily	agree	that	the	choices	of	the	children's	
parents	are	horrifying.	They	are	
incomprehensible.	I	would	never	stand	here	
and	apologize	or	explain	the	choice	to	join	an	
Islamic	death	cult,	never,	(…)	

35	
Jeg	mener,	jeg	er	en	uskyldig,	menneskelig	
mor.	Jeg	nævner	menneskelig,	for	jeg	skal	
behandles	som	et	menneske	med	rettigheder.	

I	consider	myself	as	an	innocent,	human	
mother.	I	mention	human,	because	I	should	
be	treated	as	a	human	being	with	rights.		

35	

I	2013	drog	en	af	Danmarks	hjemmedyrkede	
IS-terrorister,	nemlig	Jacob	El-Ali,	til	Syrien,	
iførte	sig	Islamisk	Stats	uniform	og	poserede	
ved	siden	af	blødende,	hovedløse	lig	og	
afhuggede	hoveder.	

In	2013,	one	of	Denmark's	home-grown	IS	
terrorists,	Jacob	El-Ali,	went	to	Syria,	donned	
an	Islamic	State	uniform	and	posed	next	to	
bleeding,	headless	corpses	and	severed	
heads.	

36	

De	i	gåseøjne	danske	Islamisk	Stat-terrorister	
har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen;	de	tog	af	sted	for	
at	kæmpe	for	et	islamisk	kalifat,	de	tilsluttede	
sig	en	af	de	mest	brutale	organisationer,	som	
verden	nogen	sinde	har	kendt	til.	Islamisk	
Stat	har	dræbt,	tortureret	og	voldtaget,	og	de	
har	solgt	kvinder	og	børn	som	sexslaver.	Jeg	
har	ikke	ord	for,	hvor	forfærdelig	en	
organisation	det	er.	Og	de	vidste,	hvad	de	gik	
ind	til,	da	de	rejste	ind	i	Syrien	og	tilsluttede	
sig	organisationen.	Alt	andet	er	dårlige	
undskyldninger.	De	forlod	Velfærdsdanmark	
til	fordel	for	et	islamisk	kalifat.	Igen:	De	er	
landsforrædere.	

The	in	quotations	Danish	Islamic	State-
terrorists	have	turned	their	backs	on	
Denmark;	they	left	to	fight	for	an	Islamic	
caliphate,	they	joined	one	of	the	most	brutal	
organizations	the	world	has	ever	seen.	
Islamic	State	has	killed,	tortured	and	raped,	
and	they	have	sold	women	and	children	as	
sex	slaves.	I	have	no	words	for	how	horrifying	
an	organization	this	is.	And	they	[the	Danish	
citizens	in	Syria]	knew	what	they	were	
getting	into	when	they	travelled	to	Syria	and	
joined	the	organization.	Anything	else	is	bad	
excuses.	They	left	Welfare	Denmark	in	favour	
of	an	Islamic	caliphate.	Again:	They	are	
traitors	to	the	Nation.	

37	
(…)	har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen	for	altid	 (…)	have	turned	their	backs	on	Denmark	

forever	

37	

(…)	da	IS	er	en	terrororganisation,	der	
kæmper	mod	alt,	hvad	vi	står	for	i	Vesten	og	
tillige	anvender	helt	umenneskelige	og	
middelalderlige	midler,	oplever	vi	det	som	
illoyalt	over	for	Danmark	at	tilslutte	sig	en	
sådan	organisation.	

(…)	as	IS	is	a	terrorist	organization	that	fights	
against	everything	we	stand	for	in	the	West	
and	furtermore	makes	use	of	completely	
inhuman	and	medieval	means,	we	experience	
it	as	disloyal	towards	Denmark	to	join	such	an	
organization.	

37	

Midt	i	det	hele	er	vi	nødt	til	at	stramme	
gevaldigt	op	i	forhold	til	Islams	fremmarch	i	
Danmark,	som	jo	medfører,	at	der	ud	fra	
tilsyneladende	fredsommelige	kredse	
pludselig	springer	en	surrealistisk	terrorist	
frem	med	en	automatriffel	i	den	ene	hånd	og	
Koranen	i	den	anden.	

In	the	centre	of	it	all,	we	have	to	become	
much	more	strict	in	relation	to	the	advance	of	
Islam	in	Denmark,	which	courses	that	out	of	
seemingly	peaceful	circles	a	surrealist	
terrorist	suddenly	jumps	out	with	a	machine	
gun	in	one	hand	and	the	Koran	in	the	other.	

38	 Danske	børn	er	et	dansk	ansvar	(…)	 Danish	children	are	Danish	responsibility	(…)	

38	

De	snakkede	om	kun	at	tage	de	to	etniske	
med.	Ok,	tak,	Danmark.	Så	jeg	er	ikke	dansker	
mere?	Hvorfor?	Er	jeg	mindre	værd?	Jeg	blev	
rigtig,	rigtig	ked	af	det.	Jeg	blev	virkelig	
skuffet	og	græd.	

They	talked	about	repatriating	only	the	two	
ethnic	[Danes].	Ok,	thank	you,	Denmark.	So	
I'm	not	Danish	anymore?	Why?	Am	I	worth	
less?	I	got	really,	really	upset.	I	was	really	
disappointed	and	I	cried.	
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39	

De	mennesker,	som	har	tilsluttet	sig	Islamisk	
Stat,	har	vendt	Danmark	ryggen	for	altid,	og	
de	har	intet	at	gøre	hertillands,	og	uanset	om	
de	og	deres	børn	tilfældigvis	har	et	dansk	pas,	
betragter	vi	dem	ikke	længere	som	danskere.	

The	people	who	have	joined	the	Islamic	State	
have	turned	their	backs	on	Denmark	forever,	
and	they	have	nothing	to	do	in	this	country,	
and	that	is	regardless	of	whether	they	and	
their	children	happen	to	have	a	Danish	
passport,	we	no	longer	consider	them	as	
Danes.	

39	

Vi	ønsker	ikke	at	hjælpe	fremmedkrigere,	og	
vi	vil	heller	ikke	lade	fremmedkrigere	bruge	
deres	børn	som	løftestang	til,	at	de	selv	kan	
rejse	til	Danmark	–	det	land,	de	har	forrådt.	

We	do	not	want	to	help	foreign	fighters,	nor	
do	we	want	to	let	foreign	fighters	use	their	
children	as	lever	so	that	they	can	travel	to	
Denmark	themselves	–	the	country	they	have	
betrayed.	

40	

For	det	er	jo	børnemishandling,	der	foregår,	
når	man	laver	den	slags	hjernevask;	det	skal	
man	tage	i	betragtning.	Det	er	faktisk	en	god	
og	en	rigtig	forklaring	på,	hvorfor	man	skal	
bortadoptere	dem,	altså	fordi	de	bliver	
mishandlet	af	deres	forældre.	

Cause,	after	all,	when	you	do	that	sort	of	
brainwashing,	what	is	happening	is	child	
abuse;	we	must	take	this	into	an	account.	
There	is	actually	a	good	and	rightly	
explanation	for	why	we	should	let	them	be	
adopted,	which	is	because	their	parents	are	
abusing	them.	

41	

Hvis	de	er	taget	til	Syrien	for	at	tilslutte	sig	
Islamisk	Stat,	altså	kalifatet,	og	med	de	
konsekvenser,	der	ligger	i	det,	og	har	taget	
deres	børn	med,	ja,	så	mener	jeg	[Knud	
Foldschack],	at	de	har	bevist,	at	de	er	dårlige	
mødre.	

If	they	travelled	to	Syria	to	join	the	Islamic	
State,	the	caliphate,	with	the	consequences	
implied,	and	brought	their	children,	then	yes,	
I	[Knud	Foldschack]	think	that	they	have	
proved	to	be	bad	mothers.	

41	
Vi	bliver	sat	for	en	dommer,	fordi	vi	har	været	
i	Islamisk	Stat,	ikke	fordi	jeg	er	en	dårlig	mor.	

We	are	put	on	trial	because	we	have	been	to	
the	Islamic	State,	not	because	I	am	a	bad	
mother.	

	

7.	The	Innoncent	Children	
	

44	

Min	nevø	(...),	som	er	den	ældste	af	børnene	
(den	13-årige	dreng,	red.),	er	i	panik.	Han	
fortæller	os,	at	han	gemmer	sig	og	græder	
hysterisk,	hver	gang	han	hører	en	bil	udenfor	
deres	telt.	Hans	kammerat	blev	bortført	fra	
sin	mor	og	søskende	for	et	år	siden,	og	man	
har	intet	hørt	til	ham	siden,	fortæller	han.	
Hans	nattesøvn	er	forstyrret	med	mareridt.	
Han	flyver	op	af	sin	søvn	og	råber	og	skriger	
med	hjertebanken	og	rysten.	Det	tager	hans	
mor	lang	tid	at	putte	ham	igen,	og	ofte	ligger	
han	i	fosterstilling	i	sin	mors	skød,	før	han	
falder	i	søvn.	

My	nephew	(...),	who	is	the	oldest	of	the	
children	(the	13-year-old	boy,	ed.),	is	
panicking.	He	tells	us	that	he	hides	and	cries	
hysterically	every	time	he	hears	a	car	outside	
their	tent.	He	tells	that	his	friend	was	
abducted	from	his	mother	and	siblings	a	year	
ago,	and	no	one	has	heard	from	him	since.	His	
nights	are	disturbed	by	nightmares.	He	flies	
up	from	his	sleep	and	shouts	and	screams	
with	palpitations	and	trembling.	It	takes	his	
mother	a	long	time	to	calm	him	down	an	put	
him	to	bed	again,	often	he	lies	in	foetal	
position	on	his	mother’s	lap,	before	falling	
asleep.	
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44	

De	[børnenes	forældre]	gav	deres	børn	den	
værst	tænkelige	start	på	livet.	Det	gør	ondt	at	
tænke	på,	men	det	var	deres	[børnenes	
forældres]	valg	og	deres	ansvar.	

They	[the	children’s	parents]	gave	their	
children	the	worst	possible	start	on	life.	It	
hurts	to	think	about,	but	it	was	their	[the	
children’s	parents’]	choice	and	their	
responsibility.	

45	

Børn	skal	vokse	op	med	leg,	ikke	i	en	lejr.	Jeg	
får	ondt	i	maven,	når	jeg	hører	om	et	dansk	
barn,	kun	4	år	gammel,	som	lider	i	en	
livsfarlig	lejr.	(…)	Radikale	Venstre	har	ikke	
ro	i	maven,	før	det	barn	kommer	hjem	til	
Danmark.	

Children	should	grow	up	playing,	not	in	a	
refugee	camp.	My	stomach	aches	when	I	hear	
stories	about	a	Danish	child,	only	4	years	old,	
who	suffers	in	a	life-threatening	refugee	
camp.	(…)	the	stomach	of	the	Social	Liberal	
Party	aches	until	that	child	comes	home	to	
Denmark.	

45	
Børn	skal	aldrig	betale	prisen	for	forældrenes	
gerninger.	Synd	kan	ikke	nedarves.	

Children	should	never	pay	the	price	for	their	
parents'	deeds.	Sin	cannot	be	inherited.	

45	

Alle	børn	har	ret	til	en	tryg	barndom,	og	børn	
skal	simpelthen	ikke	stå	til	ansvar	for	deres	
forældres	handlinger.	De	danske	
myndigheder	stillede	jo	heller	ikke	tyske	børn	
eller	børn	af	danske	nazister	til	ansvar	for	
deres	forældres	handlinger	efter	Anden	
Verdenskrig,	ligesom	vi	i	dag	ikke	stiller	børn	
af	rockere	eller	andre	kriminelle	til	ansvar.	
Børn	er	børn,	siger	hun	[Lea	Bohr,	activist].	

All	children	have	the	right	to	a	safe	childhood,	
and	children	simply	should	not	be	held	
accountable	for	the	actions	of	their	parents.	
The	Danish	authorities	did	not	hold	German	
children	or	children	of	Danish	Nazis	
responsible	for	the	actions	of	their	parents	
after	World	War	II,	just	as	we	do	not	hold	
children	of	rockers	or	other	criminals	
accountable	for	their	parents’	crimes.	
Children	are	children,	she	[Lea	Bohr,	activist]	
says.		

46	
Børn	er	hverken	radikaliserede	eller	
terrorister,	de	er	børn,	(…)	

Children	are	neither	radicalized	nor	
terrorists,	they	are	children,	(…)	

47	

Jeg	har	intet	til	overs	for	disse	mennesker	
[danske	statsborgere,	der	tilsluttede	sig	IS].	
Deres	børn	er	en	anden	sag.	De	har	ikke	selv	
bestemt	egen	skæbne.	Og	danske	børn	i	nød	
skal	Danmark	tage	sig	af.	Det	er	en	national	
forpligtelse.	

I	have	nothing	left	for	these	people	[Danish	
citizens	joining	Islamic	State].	Their	children	
on	the	other	hand,	they	have	not	had	the	
change	to	determine	their	own	destiny.	And	
Danish	children	in	need	must	be	taken	care	of	
by	Denmark.	It	is	a	national	obligation.		

48	

Børnene	i	Syrien	handler	ikke	om	partipolitik.	
De	handler	om	os	selv,	dig	og	mig.	Med	vores	
behandling	af	disse	børn	viser	vi,	hvem	vi	er,	
hvilket	land	vi	er,	og	hvilke	demokratiske	
værdier	vi	er	baseret	på:	medmenneskelighed	
eller	umenneskelighed,	tilgivelse	eller	
arvesynd.	

The	children	in	Syria	are	not	about	party	
political	affairs.	They	are	about	us,	you	and	
me.	With	our	treatment	of	these	children,	we	
show	who	we	are,	what	country	we	are,	and	
what	democratic	values	we	are	based	on:	
compassion	or	inhumanity,	forgiveness,	or	
inherited	sin.	

48	

Jeg	forstår,	når	folk	siger,	at	disse	mennesker	
[mødrene],	har	fravalgt	Danmark	til	fordel	for	
et	brutalt	kalifat.	Jeg	forstår,	at	man	ser	dem	
[mødrene],	som	forrædere,	der	valgte	sharia	
frem	for	Grundloven.	(…)	Men	det	er	vigtigt	at	
huske,	at	børnene	ikke	har	fravalgt	hverken	
Danmark	eller	Grundloven	–	vi	skal	huske	
vigtigheden	af	ikke	at	tilsidesætte	deres	
rettigheder.	

I	understand	when	people	say	that	these	
people	[the	mothers]	have	opted	out	
Denmark	in	favour	of	a	brutal	caliphate.	I	
understand	that	we	perceive	them	[the	
mothers]	as	traitors	who	chose	sharia	over	
the	Danish	Constitution.	(…)	But	it	is	
important	to	remember	that	the	children	did	
not	opted	out	neither	Denmark	nor	the	
Danish	Constitution	-	we	must	remember	the	
importance	of	not	violating	their	rights.	
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49	

Siden	jeg	så	børnene	for	snart	to	år	siden,	har	
jeg	forsøgt	at	begribe,	hvorfor	lige	præcis	de	
børn	har	mistet	retten	til	at	blive	behandlet	
som	uskyldige.	Hvordan	de	ikke	er	omfattet	af	
den	helt	grundlæggende	idé	om,	at	små	børn	
ikke	kan	gøre	for	det,	der	sker	i	deres	familie.	

Since	I	meet	the	children	almost	two	years	
ago,	I	have	been	trying	to	understand	why	
those	children	have	lost	the	right	to	be	
treated	as	innocents.	Why	are	they	not	
included	by	the	fundamental	idea	that	
children	are	not	to	be	blamed	for	what	is	
happening	in	their	family.	

50	

Børn	er	hverken	radikaliserede	eller	
terrorister,	de	er	børn,	og	de	har	brug	for	at	
lege,	de	har	brug	for	at	gå	i	skole,	de	kan	ikke	
trives	uden	tryghed.	(…)	PET	har	jo	
ovenikøbet	vurderet,	at	de	her	børn	ikke	
udgør	en	fare,	men	jo	længere	tid,	vi	
efterlader	dem	i	helvedes	forgård,	jo	større	
bliver	risikoen	for,	at	de	bliver	radikaliserede.	

Children	are	neither	radicalized	nor	
terrorists,	they	are	children	and	they	need	to	
play,	they	need	to	go	to	school,	they	cannot	
thrive	without	safety.	(…)	PET	has	even	
assessed	that	these	children	do	not	pose	a	
danger,	but	over	time,	staying	in	the	forecourt	
of	hell,	the	risk	of	radicalization	are	
increasing.		

52	

Jo	længere	tid,	de	uskyldige	børn	sidder	her	[i	
de	Syriske	flytningelejre],	desto	mere	vil	de	
blive	fyldt	af	hævnfølelse	og	desto	større	en	
fare	vil	de	udgøre	for	os	og	jer.	

The	longer	the	innocent	children	are	here	[in	
the	Syrian	refugee	camps],	the	more	will	they	
be	filled	by	feelings	of	revenge	and	the	
greater	a	danger	they	will	pose	to	us	and	to	
you.	

52	

Det	fremgår	ikke,	hvor	gamle	disse	børn	er,	
men	flere	af	dem	er	givetvis	mere	end	10	år	
gamle.	(…)	De	store	børn	er	ligesom	deres	
forældre	givetvis	hjernevasket	ind	i	den	onde	
kult	og	vil	dermed	udgøre	en	fare	for	
Danmark.	

It	is	not	clear	how	old	these	children	are,	but	
several	of	them	are	probably	more	than	10	
years	old.	(…)	The	older	children	have	
certainly	been	brainwashed	into	the	evil	cult	
like	their	parents	and	would	therefore	pose	a	
danger	to	Denmark.	

53	
(…)	alle	for	så	vidt	kan	udgøre	en	potential	
trussel.	Det	kan	børn,	der	har	været	i	Syrien,	
også.	

(…)	everybody	may	pose	a	potential	threat.	
Children,	who	have	been	to	Syria,	may	too.			

53	

På	et	tidspunkt	vil	børnene	eller	deres	mødre	
fulde	af	hævntørst	potentielt	kunne	true	
Danmark.	Det	er	ikke	noget,	jeg	finder	på,	
vurderingen	kommer	fra	PET.	Den	kan	
givetvist	diskuteres,	og	andre	kan	og	vil	mene	
noget	andet.	Ikke	desto	mindre:	Hvis	du	vil	
lade	dem	[de	danske	kvinder	og	børn]	blive	i	
de	syriske	lejre,	accepterer	du	potentielt	set	
udsigten	til	en	større	terrortrussel	mod	
Danmark.	

At	some	point,	the	children	or	their	mothers	
thirsty	for	revenge	could,	potentially,	
threaten	Denmark.	It's	not	something	I	come	
up	with,	the	assessment	comes	from	the	PET.	
It	may	certainly	be	discussed,	and	others	can	
and	will	think	otherwise.	Nevertheless:	If	you	
want	to	leave	them	[the	Danish	women	and	
children]	in	the	Syrian	camps,	you	are,	
potentially,	accepting	the	prospect	of	a	major	
terror	threat	against	Denmark.	

55	

Jeg	tør	ikke	tænke	på,	hvad	den	her	lejr	[Al-
Hol]	gør	ved	børn.	Der	er	så	mange	af	dem	
derinde,	og	de	bliver	opdraget	med	sharialove	
og	indoktrinering,	det	[lejren]	ender	nærmest	
med	at	være	en	terrorist-skole.	

I	do	not	dare	to	think	about	what	this	camp	
[Al-Hol]	does	to	children.	There	are	so	many	
of	them	in	there,	and	they	are	brought	up	
with	sharia	and	indoctrination,	it	[the	camp]		
almost	ends	up	being	a	terrorist-school.	

55	

Vi	kan	sikre,	at	børnene	ikke	bliver	
indoktrineret	og	radikaliseret	gennem	deres	
forældre	eller	af	andre	mørke	kræfter;	men	
det	kan	vi	kun,	hvis	vi	tager	dem	til	Danmark.	

We	can	make	sure	that	children	are	not	
indoctrinated	and	radicalized	through	their	
parents	or	by	other	dark	forces;	but	we	can	
only	do	so,	if	we	bring	them	to	Denmark.	
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8.	Framing	the	Frame	

59	

Selvfølgelig	er	det	en	politisk	beslutning,	om	
mennesker,	der	i	mine	øjne	er	landsforrædere	
(…)	skal	være	i	Danmark	eller	ej.	Det	skal	de	
altså	ikke.	

Of	course	it	is	a	political	decision	whether	
people,	who	in	my	view	are	traitors	to	the	
nation	(…)	should	stay	in	Denmark	or	not.	
They	shouldn’t.		

62	
(…)	men	det	gør	regeringen	og	oppositionen	
åbenbart.		

(…)	the	government	and	the	political	
opposition	seemingly	do.	

63	

Han	[Rasmus	Stoklund	(S),	spokesperson	
from	the	Social	Democrats]	og	regeringen	er	
altså	ikke	sikre	på,	at	kvinderne	kan	dømmes	
for	noget,	de	tror,	kvinderne	har	gjort.	Så	i	
stedet	for	at	tage	dem	hjem	og	sætte	dem	for	
en	dommer	vælger	Danmark	at	efterlade	
kvinderne	og	deres	børn	i	en	kurdisk	
fangelejr.	

He	[Rasmus	Stoklund	(S),	spokesperson	from	
the	Social	Democrats]	and	the	government	
are	not	sure	that	the	women	can	be	convicted	
of	something,	they	believe	the	women	have	
done.	So	instead	of	bringing	them	home	and	
let	them	face	a	trial	Denmark	chooses	to	
abandon	the	women	and	their	children	in	the	
Kurdish	prison	camps.		

65	

I	efterretningskredse	taler	man	om	et	højt	
eller	meget	højt	trusselsniveau.	Det	svarer	til	
rød	eller	mørkerød	på	den	generelle	
trusselsskala,	og	måske	svarer	det	til	en	firer	
eller	femmer	på	den	farlighedsskala,	der	
anvendes	på	personer.	

Internally	within	the	profession	of	
intelligence	services,	we	speak	about	a	high	
or	very	high	level	of	threat.	It	corresponds	to	
red	or	dark	red	on	the	general	threat	scale,	
and	perhaps	this	equals	a	four	or	a	five	on	the	
danger	scale,	which	are	applied	to	people.		

	
	

	


