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Mobilities across borders aaften at the expense
[nogeg)(‘sali%_ ugdgrﬁla |8?%§é ev ry(qatvJ rpoﬁil'kg(
and usagewhich emerges fro roader Infernationa
discussion on everyday mobilities and bord@tss dis-
cussion primarilyconcentrates on macro strategic esa
suchas tavel-to-work areas, and the Brexit debas a
clear example of thafThe focus on macro strateg
scaleds often at the expense of more localikletails on
the bordea n d  p eevepydiagmid\ements across i
In the process of writing the thesis, | lealeveloped ar
increased frustration #h there appears to be a lack
concentrationn the literature and in the Brexit debg

on p eeverikdayjourneys across the Irish borde
Theaimof this masterds the
pl eds e vrmeyspaoasythe |rish barddrough

a case study dforder crossings and utilization in the
North-west of Northern Ireland between County Don
gal and DerryLondonderry.

To answer the aim of this studgn people including lo
cals andexpertshave sharetheir personal experience
of crossing the Irish border between County Done
and DerryLondonderry. Additionally, three borde
crossingswere observed in the case studgcation.
These border crossings represent different type
crossings, which affeatlifferent everyday mobilities
The key finding is that people who live in the border g
between County Donegal and Detrgndonderry per-
form several different evergy journeys across the bo
der ranging from social purposesdoes that are mor
econanical. From a social perspective, people vi
friends and relatives over the border. Frameeonomic
perspective, people shop across the border. Otherg
border journeys that may be done for both social
economic reasons include commuting, attegdiduca-
tional institutions and benefitting from health servig
on the other side of the border.

This mast er 6s thaterdinary movemerntd
across national borders are highly varied. The thesis
served to highlight the significance of lbisad every-
day mobilities by comparison to more strategic, qua
tative driven interpretations such @avekto-work ar-
eas. In doing so, it shows that small changes to these
ders will have an array of unforeseen or forecasteq

fects on people's everggusage and mobilities.




Preface

The first time | visited Ireland and Kbern Ireland was about five years ago during a family holiday. After

this, | recall a growing interest in the history of the population of the two countries that lie side tiy gide

same island in the Atlantic Ocean. Ireland and Northern Irelandaamnique history of religious differences
between Catholics and Protestants and violent conflicts, culminating with The Troubles, which was a time of
armed officers and customs chpoints along the Irish border. Since the Peace Agreement in 1998, violent
conflicts have been significantly reduced and people have been able to move freely over the border to a wide
extent.

In relation to borders and mobilities, | am curious how peoplrage to live their lives in regions along the

Irish border in the light oh complicated and unique relationship between Ireland and Northern Ireland. Par-
ticularly, I have an interest i n hear i ngcrossahe a | p
border and how the border has influencesirthives throughoutte years.

In 2016, the United Kingdom held a referendum where they voted themselves, including Northern Ireland, out
of the European Uni on. | narlytcdilexl, questikns havefbeend ised about tidle, a
future of the Irish borderCan people continue to cross the border seamlessly and unhindered in the future?
Are customs and security checkpoints reintroduced and, worst case scenario, violent condicts®ainty

related to Brexit and the consequences that follow is masas/ef today, the United Kingdom is still a
member of the European Union but are supposed to leave the EU on November 1, 2019.

Whil e working on t hi s pehagawiag friistrationthatshessems tdb belalmokef de v
focusin the liteature and in the Brexit debate| o c a | peopleds everyday jour
These journeys may kerdinarydin their nature, but | argue that they are at leagtnpsrtant as discussing

the border in a macHevel perspective.

What needso be investigated atbe everydaymovements performed kpeople living in border regions be-
tween Ireland and Northern Ireland, who travel across the border daily for mangndifferposes. The border
is part of peoplceriaisly be able ¢odeel chmmges attthe &ordervinitheit everyday lives.
These people are at the center of my thesis.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Context of the Study

This masterodés thesis brings into focus peopl ebs e
Donegal in Ireland and the city of Despndanderry in Northern Irelandt concentrates on more ordinary
variations of mobility, and by doing thatiah appreciation of how everyday mobilities work in specific con-

texts across time and spa@ be developedhe reasoffor focusing on moreverydayvariations of mobility

is that limited research on everyday life practices on a nsicate in the inteelating field of mobilities and

borders has been done (Richardson, 2013).

Additionall vy, this study i s s e tdwihdrawal franahe Ewwopdan o f  t
Uni on. The United Kingdombs me mb e resgoteiopJuref23, 20b6e E u
(McCann and Hainsworth, 2017). The result of the referendum was that 51.89 per cent voted to leave the EU,
though in Northernreland 55.8 per cent voted to stay in the EU. Consequently, the UK is due to leave the EU

on October 312019 at this present moment in time (European Council, 2019).

The UKOGs planned withdrawal from t he eBateomthedrishi he u
border (McCann and Hainsworth, 2017). The border debate has raised questions dondkdarithe Irish

border, such as concerns regarding the return of customs and security checkpoints along it.

With the ongoing debate on the Irisbrber in mind, this piece of research sets out to exploreviteyday

journeys of people who regularlsaiel across the Irish border. It is theeryday movements and practices

related to crosborder journeys that are of interest to the researchemebisen for this is thahese everyday

practices on a micro scalend to be overlooked in the broadescdission of the Irish border, which is con-

cerned with the border as a macro strategic component that facilitate large commuting flows. As a supplement
to the I rish border debat e, and border di semisssi on
on peoplebs everyday journeys oVer -Landoedertyandtiegr b et
personal experiences of crossing it



1.2 Research Aim and Objectives

Aim
The aim of this r esear celerydagournays across theilrishabbrtley threughml o r e
case study of County Donegal in Ireland and Déogdonderry in Northern Ireland.

Objectives
Five objectives have been set to assist in achieving this aim:
1. Critically investigating and reviewing thigerature on everyday mobilities and borders.
2. ldentifying a valid casstudy locatbn (CountyDonegal and DerrLondonderry.
3. Il nvest i garydayfogrnepsendhe tasedstudy waaton.
4 . Mapping peopl e dexplogingley bprdeacrsossings in tharcasg studwalocation.

5. Synthesizing the research findings to critically exantirgesignificance f peopl ebs ever )
neysin the broader international discussion on everyday mobilities and booderavide a set of rec-
ommendation$or the future



1.3 Structure of the Thesis

After having introduced the thesiShapter 2 will contribute with a literature review oa ttoncepts of every-
day mobilities and borders/hich provides the reader wiihsights into the present broader interoathl dis-
cussion on these concepts.

Following the literature review, Chapterd@scribes thenethodology thahas beermeveloped to aswer the
aim of the researclrirst, the aim and objectives this research is introducebhen,the research strategy and
the three phases dfd research are outlined

Chapter 4 provides the reader with knowledge about the regional context of theudgidecation which is
situatedwithin Co. Donegal and Dersyondoncerry. This includes descriptions of Co. Donegal and Derry
Londonderry respectively as well aa explanationof the relatonship between these two aréhsough an
examination of relevamilanning policies. Secondlyhe chapteprovides a quantitative perspize of cross
border commung in the case study locatiohastly, it contributes with a brief overview wiajor Brexit events
as the time contextf ¢his research.

In continuation othisis Chapter5, whichinvestigatesand analyseg e 0 p | e 0 sjoumeymventhe &righ
border between Co. Donegal and Ddrpndonderry.The first part 6the chapter investjates peoplis eve-
ryday journey$ased on senstructured interviews withgople livingandworking in the case study location.
The second part of the chaptemappig o f  pegeoygal jeudingys acrofise borderLastly, the third
part of the chapténvolves an examination of three key border crossings in the case statgrio
ThroughoutChapter 5p e o pdverydasjourneys over the border and experiences of crossamng discussed
in relation to the brader disassiononeveryday mobilities and borders as preged in Chapter Zurthermore,
the everyday journeysearelated tahe planning policies presented in Chapter 4

This thesis finishes witlChapter 6 which provides the conclusions oféhresearchand discusses how
knowledge produced through this study about pedplkerydayjourneysmay contribute irthe boader inter-
national discussion on evegy mobilities and borders.
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Chapter 2: Literature review

The aim of the literature review is to provide knowledge on the topics of everyday mobilities and borders
and toidentify gaps in literature in ration to these topics. The identified gaps in literature provides the justi-
fication for this research, whicdhocuses on peopl ebdbs everyday journey

This literature review introduces to theoader international discussion everyday mobilities and borders.
It draws on the work of key scholars within these fiekigthermore, itonnects the fields of everyday mo-
bilities and borders andescribes how these concepts are related to eaah othe

2.1 Everyday mobilities

fiMobility is one of the most important constituents of everyday life. Few individuals are totally
immobile, and the ality to move freely around the city or the countryside is a flux that makes
society work and allows peopletole t hei r e v e ey Tumlll dnd Adars,.2@05, ( Po o |
p. 119)

Several scholar$poley Turnbull and Adams, 2005; Manderscheid, 2014jdhdy and Murray, 2016) define
everyday mobilities as an i mport ained, guayday mabilitiesp e o p |
makelife possible. It involves the many everyday journeys of people, such as going to work and school, visit-
ing friends and family as well as attending leisure activities. Everyday mobilities is about having social rela-
tionshipswith people that may be situatéar away, such as family, friends and work colleagues (Mander-
scheid, 2014). In other words, everyday mobdifays a central part in our lives

Pooley, Turnbull and Adams (2005) suggest that the significance of evanglilities can be divided into
three levels. The first level is connected tophactical valueof mobility, which is about mobility that makes

it possible for people to function. These kinds of mobility consist of everyday journeys such as goinglto scho
and work, shopping or visitg friends. In other words, those are everyday activities thag tifakpossible.

The second level is related to everyday mobilities as hawdngial functiorin addition to a practical function.
Everyday mobilities wilbften create interactions betarepeople, and an example of this is when people travel

to visit friends as a type of everyday journey. The social function of everyday mobilities means that new
friendships can be formed, and old friendships can be maidtdimether words, everyday jmeys can ex-

tend the social network of people. (Pooley, Turnbodl Adams, 2005)

Thirdly, everyday mobilities hasaultural function.This means that everydayobilities practices are part of
constructing our personal idires, and in that way it caadd meaning to our lives and the places we live in

It is also sugestedhat everyday mobilities can strengthen local communities and therefore also develop so-
ciety in general(Pooley, Turnbull and Adams, 2005)

11



2.2 Borders

iALl I bor der s rdermmgandrebardeting,@rid evetry boader crossing emastitu-

tive of soci al relations, and, as such, hel p u.
p.167)

féthe need to think ab osabeyordthe lohie of eperivesstiosady s whi c h
or security versus network. Borders may téhke form of political boundaries and securitized

perimeters but they are also increasingly mobile and dispersed, and, as a consequence, more
commonly encountered and dreently traversed (although nby all). Importantly, borders are

not experiencedinth s ame way by al l people. o (Rumford, 2

The following paragraphsvill turn towards borders and a discussion of how they are related with everyday
mobilities, which is the core theme of thisesis. The section will draw on some key scholars withe aca-

demic field of everyday mobilities and borders (Conradson and Latham, 2005; Rumford, 2006; Jensen, 2013;
Richardson, 2013)

As with everyday mobilities, bordecsa n b e a p ar tdaydves, gsgeoghy fa pesplediving in y

borderlandter i t ori es. The i mpact of the border on peopl
the nature of the border. For instance, does the border facilitate fresm®iot across it, or is it mol&e a
6harddé border, wh er e iswmegulatedeandtrestacted ly gard pdste and custaine r
checks?

Rumford (2006) argues that the way people experience borders and what they think of borders is very much
down to personal circumstancé®r example, one person may experience the bordertagsig boundary

dividing two countries or territories, whereas another person may experience the same border more like a
gateway between two places. Furthermore, Ruin{@006) highlights that all p@le live both within and

across border, and thatthinkg about borders is included as a nat |
experience the world.

According to Rumford (2006), there has been a key shift in theweaynderstand and experienazders.

Today, borders are not just physitalrriers, which are drawn as lines on gmaith customs and security
checkpointsl n ot her words, borders are not just dhardo
tries. In the contemporary wd, borders can have many faces. There @itesacurity borders, but there is an
increased amount of other types of borders, such as educational borders that facilitate the movement of students
or telecommunication bordgmwhich facilitate movement ofirtual information and datd&urthermore, Ruon-

ford (2006)introduces tothe ideadb or der | es s tvheer IEdJUHGs s wincdheransa | mar Kk
economic mobility.

2.3 The interrelated field of everyday mobilities and borders

So far in literaturegexistingwork containing valuable elementss been donebaut the relationship between

border studies and mobilities studigzaési, 2009Jensen, 201Richardson, 2013Work on borders and
mobilities in the form of travelo-work area and considerablquantitative datasets is fairly commeee for
example @rciaPalomares (2010) and Ozkul (2018utthere is a lack of focus on the localised details on
peopl eds everyday rusksighests thattsere @ néadadditionad breditk onsno-

bilities and borders in the literature, and especially everyday mobilities is a component of research that remains
detached.

12



According to Richardson (2013) and Jensen (2013), mobilities relates to borders and bordering fmactices,
the sense thahobility can beregulated and confined by borders, and often the linkages between mobilities
and borders are taken for granted. The interrelation between borders and mobilities plays a central part in this
thesis.

Richardson (2013) argaehat the concepal vocabulary wthin the interrelated field of mobilities and borders

should be strengthened. The paper argues that social sciences can benefit from connection the notions of bor-
ders and mobilities, and it focuses on including everyifaypkrspectivesn the discussiomf borders and
mobilities. Borders often deal with differentiated mobilities consisting of both elites and immobilities. It is put
forward that borders can be seen as thimgeamsefdmbtingg hat |
movement o making movement across the border easier and more seamless.

Richardsa (2013) along with Rumford (20D@lso argue that we should rethink borders. This is needed be-
cause there is an increased focus on mobilities ams flglobalizationand networked gamunities. It is

argued that if we theorize mobilities and networks we also theorize border, which suggests that there is a close
relationship between the concepts of mobilities, borders and networks.

An interesting concepn relation toeveryday practice, mobi | i ti es and borders i:¢
i smb, which is discussed in a s pAeocordirglto Corsaslaoreancdby Co
Latham (2005) it is during the last few decades that tramsratiirbanism hasecome a new wagf thinking

about mobility in the modern world, and transnational urbanism is an academic field that is still developing.

Conradson and Latham (20G6kus on exploring everyday practices across boideedation to tansnational

mobility. Thismeansnvesti gati ng fihow p aiwobrldscthatirealve ghettiing dcmssn e g o
international border so ( Clamsnational arbaniemncan inkotvé theanwesti- 2 0 0
gation of the lifeworlds ofpeople living tansnational lives n bor der regi ons. An exa
study of the DutctGerman border, where Dutch migrants have benefitted from living on the German side of
the border, which had lower housing prices.

The thoughts of Conradn and Latham (5) can be linke with the thoughts of Pooley, Turnbull and Adams
(2005), since all these scholars are interestgdéno p| e 6s or di nar y .The difereresnid s an
seen in the sense that Conradson and Latham (2005) inthadgghts on crogsg borders in ration to their
discussion of everyday practices. As with Pooley, Turnbull and Adams (2005), Conradson and Latham (2005)
are also interested in how the identity of people and their social networks can be influencedrbgmhane

mobility, and they arguthat this is a field in academia that has not been investigated thoroughly.

2.4 Summary

The above discussion tfe literature on everyday mobilities, borders and the interrelated field between the
two conceptshows thasome valuable eleants concerninggpo pl eds everyday journey
beenstudied.Pooley, Turnbull and Adams (2005) have investigated the significance of everyday mobilities
and brought out three levels or functions of mobility: The practiaklevof mobility,the social fundbn of
mobility and the cultural valwue of mobility. All
journeys across borderSonradson and Latham (2005) have studied transnational urbanism, focugea on

pl eds eracdcesyad@syborders and how people negotiatedifiels when they travel across interna-

tional borders.

13



Nevertheless, the investigation of literature on everyday mobilities and bardkthe interrelated field be-
tween those subjechas shown thatspeciallythe field betweestudies of everyday mobilities and studies of
borders is a component that neeagisHer explorationln other words, there is a gap in the literature in terms
of investigating everyday mobilities in the forfh o p e @\elydrygosrneys across borders.

It is in this field of study,containing elements from both everyday mobilitied aordersthat this piece of
research takes its departufdis research focuses on the importance of people and the typicadyje asso-
ciated with their everyday lives, and thedesundanéelements are important in the study and development of
a rich gpreciation of everyday mobilities and borders.

The aim of this thesis thereford 0 br i ng f or war d pe o pledrighdordeyardthg d ay
next chapter turns towards a presentation of the methodology chosen to dnswaén tand its associate
objectives.

14
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Chapter 3: Methodology

The purpose of this chapter is to present the methodsithatsedo answer the aim and objectives of the
thesis.To answer the aim and objectiviesvas found useful to be in the field, which means b@mgo.

Donegal in Ireland and Dertyondonderry in Northern Ireland. During the figldrk, a number of methods

were usedo collect data. The primary data cotiec method is sernmstructured interviews conducted in the

field, which is supplemented by observations on three different types of border crossings in the case study
location

First, this chapter outlinesataim aul objectives of the thesis. Following thisexplains the research strategy
and the three research phasgkzed to answer the aim and objectives.

3.1 Aim and Objectives

Aim
The aim of this resear ch i sjoutneysaaoss theilrishabbidr throughxap | o r e
case study of Countonegalin Irelandand DerryLondonderryin Northern Ireland

Objectives
Five objectives havbeen set to assist in achieving this aim:
1. Critically investigating and reviewing the literature on eglayymobilities and borders.
2. ldentifying a valid case study location (Coulmgnegal and Dey-Londonderry.
3.Investigatingp e 0 p | e & sjoumeysnrthg daaeystudy location.
4 . Mapping peopl endexploginglkey bordex grosgingauhe naseystidy location.

5. Synthesizing the research findings to critically examine thensi f i cance of jopreopl e
neysin the broademnternational discussion on everyday mobilities and borders to provide areet of
ommendations for the fure.
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3.2 Research Strategy & Phases

In the following, the research strategy and phases of the research shall be deBhabaekrall research
strategy is an exploratory case stumyproach (Bryman, 2012). The exploratory case study is an empirical
investigation of a phenomenoand the casstudy being exploratory means that the outcome of the research

is unknown. This requires an open approadmfthe researcher, who is trying to explore a phenomenon
without having much previous knowledge aboulntthis case, the phenomenon of inteeeste peopl ed s
ryday journeys across the Irish border between Co. Donegal andlempnderry.

This reseech is divided into three phases in order to answer the aim and objectives of th&séuithgt phase

is identification of the case study and its location, which has primarily been identified through a desktop study
of various planning docume&ninformation provided by the interview respondents has also helped in defining
the case study location, since timBrmation shows the geographical area in which much of the-boyser
movement takes place.

The second phase is interviews thatugedtoin e st i gat e peoplebs everyday |
tion, andthe method used to collectthe necesga dat a on peopl e 6 sstreturedrinted ay |
views all conducted in the field, except one Skype intervidis datais ued inpha® three, whiclis mapping
everyday journgs, based on information from the interview respondehte mappng of everyday journeys

is then used to identify key border crossings in the case study location that are being byplteredsearcher.

Phase Objective Method

- Objective 1 Literature review

1) Case study identification Objective 2 Planning documenesearctand
semistructured interviews

2) Interviews Objective 3 Semistructured interviews

3) Spatial mapping anabservations = Objective 4 Mapping everyday journeys in

ArcMap and observatioraf
three key border crossings.
Tablel: The table shows tHanks between the phases, objectives and methods of this reseanthable.

Phasel: Case study identification

Identification of the case study and its locatispartly donethrough desktop research on various planning
documents.The planning documents explored are mostly planning strategiegional and municipal levels,
describing Derry & Strabane District Counad well as Co. Donegal. These planning documents also describe
the North West City Region and the relatibipsbetween the two counties, which shows that ebosder
movementsre also relevant on a strategic level.

Additional to an investigation of plamg documents, the location of the case study is justified by information
provided by the interview respdents. Thenformation on their journeys as well as knowledge aboutrothe
peopleds everyday journeys o0V e erermostefthe codwrder movea k e s
ment takes plac&his knowledge provides the researcher with the oppitytohdefining the location of the

case study more specifically.
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Phase2: Interviews

The am of the interviews if0 explorethe different types aéverydayjourneys performed bresidents mainly
situated in Co. Donegal and working in Detrgndonderrywho cross therish border on a regular basis.

During thefieldwork in Ireland and Northern IrelanoetweenMarch 8" andMarch 2F, 2019, a numbeof
semistructured interviews were conducted fagdace. The questions asked in sestmuctured interview are
more general and flexible than questions found in structurediienes, which gives the interviewer the pos-
sibility of asking relevant followup questions on the replie$ the interviewee (Bryman, 20L2Also, the
flexibility of the semistructurednterviews provided a good basis for obtaining insights into howntiee-i
viewees experience everyday mobilities across the Irish border. This thatthe researchevas asking the
respondents about their everyday journeys over the border, and hdortiee influences these everyday
crossborder journeys.

The qualitativanterview method is a valuable tool when doing adépth investigation ofppo pl eds per s
experiences of crossing the Irish border daily. The method allows for the researchienamygeletails from

the interview respondent, which is valuable whetoihes to understanding personal experiences of people.

The interviews beingesni-structured meant that the researcher could go down different tracks that came up as
interesting and relvant to the aim of the researcher while still having an agenda andémt questions to

rely on.

The semistructured interviews were fate-face,which means thate researcherould get a sense of the
atmosphere of the place and emotions expressttehgterviewee. This was valuable in terms of identifying
sensible gsects of everyday mobilities and the border. Also, the interviews beindgddiaee makes it possi-
ble to do a littlesmall talkbefore and after interview, which can make the situatione comfortable for the
interviewee.

Additionally, a semistructed Rype interview was conducted when returning to Denmark after the fieldtrip.
This interview form made it possible to conduct the interview though the researcher and the interviewee were
situated in different places, which is an advantage of Skype intervigvesinterview was conducted and
recorded as a video call, making it posstbleee facial expressions on both the researcher and the interviewee.
This, | would argue, created an intew situation almost comparable with faieface interviews.

Three ypes of interview guides were developed in advance of the interviews, lmitthém are centered
around how the 1lrish bor der-boadrévergdayjongyzirotielcasdstudya n d
location. The first type of interview guidedgrected towards local people who live on one side of the border
and work onhe other side. The second type is for planning professionals in the case study location, and the
third typeis for Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce.

All interview guides include westions on background information of the respondent at the top. The interview
guide for local people includes gquestions about what kind of-basker everyday journeys they perfornda

how the border influences their everyday lives. The interview doidglanning professionals focused more

on the views of Donegal County Courgin d Derry City & Strabane Distric
everyday lives. Lastly, the interwvieguide directed towards Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce on how busi-
neses are affected by the bord€he interview guides can be seerthie Appen.

The reason for choosing to interview people that live in Co. Donegal and work at GSAP is that treay are
elling across the border every day when they go to work. This rtiestrteey have many personal experiences
of crossing the border, and these galuable in relation to the aim of my research. Also, many of them live
close to the border and have friis and family on the other side, or they may travel across the lbardéner
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purposes such as shopping and health care. These experiences @eeyalslevant information in trying to
map peopledbs everyday journeys across the border.

The two planningorofessionalsSenior Planner at Donegal County Couraeitl Senior Environmental Con-
sultant at Nicholas O'Dwyer Ltdvere chosen as interview resgents because they possess knowledge on a
more municipal and regional level. This means that they havel&dge about the planning implications of

living on one side fthe border and working on the other. For example, where they should provide houses for
people to live in and where they should improve the infrastructure. The CEO at Letterkenny Chamber of Com-
merce was chosen as an interview respondent because sheohdedige about how businesses and their
employees in the region are affected by the Ipistuer.

In the following, | shall make a brief introduction of the interview resiemits, including wherthey reside
and work as well as a short presentation off tfedations to the Irish border. People employed at the Greater

Shantallow Area Partnerh i p  wi | | be referred to as people work
Title Place of residence Gender Interview date
Monitoring and Evaluation Officer at GSAP | Co. Donegal Female |13/3 2019
Parttime employee at GSAP Co. Donegal Female 13/3 2019
Co-ordinator at Galligh Womei@s Group Co. Donegal Female 13/3 2019
Development Officer at The Forge, GSAP Co. Donegal Female 13/3 2019
Project Manager at Fab:Social, GSAP Co.Donegal Female 14/3 2019
Trainer at Fab:Social, GSAP Co. Donegal Male 14/3 2019
Retired residenin Malin Head Co. Donegal Male 14/3 2019
Senior Planner at Donegal County Council Unknown Male 19/3 2019
CEOQOoof Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce | Derry-Londonderry Female 20/3 2019
Senior Environmental Consultant at Nichg
O'Dwyer Ltd Dublin Female 26/32019

Table2: The table provides an overweof the interview respondents. Ovable.

Interview respondent A: Monitoring and Evaluation Manager at GSAP

The interview respondent lives in Co. Donegal in Muff and works at GSAPriy-Dendonderry, where she

is employed as a Monitoring and Evaluation Manager. Her job at @&aRes woking with disadvantaged

schools and provide opportunities for school children. She has three children under the age of two, and one of
her children wil be sent to nursery school in Northern Ireland in September 2019.

Interview respondent B: Part-time empoyee at GSAP

This interview person was born in Australia and she moved to Co. Donegal in Ireland when $8e/@as

old. She grew up very close the border and remembers customs and smuggling at the border. Today, she
lives on a farm verglose to tle border with her husband and four children. She workstipsetat GSAP at

least three days a week and commute over the border on these days.
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Interview respondentC:Ceor di nat or at Galliagh Womenés Group

This interview respondent used tediin DerryLondonderry and moved over the border to Co. Donegal about

20 years ago. She is employed as aoQodi nat or at Gal l i agh Woonbemods Gr
Londonderry. AsaCor di nat or at Gall i agh Wo me nrdining, Getttopupop s h e
grams and community relations.

Interview respondent D: Development Officer at The Forge, GSAP

The interview person has lived almost all hier in Derry-Londonderry and moved to Iskaheen near Muff in
Co. Donegal in October 2018. Iskaimeis abouB km from the border. Her mother was from Co. Donegal, so
she used to travel across the border very often while she grew up. The interview resporideas a Devel-
opment Officer at The Forge in GSAP, and her job tasks include doing phdteguag digizing.

Interview respondent E: Project Manager at Fab:Social, GSAP

This interview respondent lives in Co. Donegal about 12 km from the bordegr&dtep in Co. Donegal and
attended college in Deryondonderry and university in Northernllad. She i€mployed as a Project Man-
ager at Fab:Social in GSAP. The interviewee has worked in {Dergionderry for about 20 years.

Interview respondent F: Trainer at Fab:Social, GSAP

The interview person lives in Buncrana in Co. Donegal, which is dsokitn fromthe border. He grew up in
DerrrLondonderry during The Troubles and often went
and holidays. Thigterview respondent works as a trainer at Fab:Social in GSAP.

Interview respondent G: Retiredresident in Malin Head, Co. Donegal

This interview respondent lives with his wife in Malin Head in Co. Donegal. Malin Head is situated about 40
km from the bordr. He grew up in Derreondonderry, where his son, daughter and grandchildren live today.
Theinterview peason retired in November 2018 and before retiring he travelled across the border to his place
of employment in DersLondonderry.

Interview respondent H: Senior planner at Donegal County Council

The residence of this interview respondent iknawn. He ha worked in Ireland since 1991 and as a Senior
Planner in Donegal County Council from 1994 up until now. The Senior Planner is often interfacezhbetwe
local governments and the central government.

Interview respondent I: CEO of Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce

The interview person lives in Dertyondonderry and works as the CEO of Letterkenny Chamber of Com-
merce, which is situated in Letterkenny in.@mnegal. The Chamber of Commerce is a membership organi-
zation for businesses and has abo @@mbers vm both small and big companies. The tasks of the Cham-
ber include lobbying, arranging events and improving business conditions for its members.
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Intervi ew respondent J: Senior Environment al Consult

This interview respondent is gihally from the US and has lived in Co. Donegal for 30 years. She recently
moved to Dublin for work and she will move back to Co. Donegal afteriadpef 9 months. The interview
person is empl oyed chisabbnsultardt engiseerityii.Cotveywanks, withaehviron-
mental impact assessment in water projects.

Processing of the interviews

After conducting the ten interviews, these mtews were imported to NVivo, which is a software used for

audio coding. In NVivo, different categoriere made with the purpose of making all the interview material
more manageabl e. The categori es wer dtiesaerossitheyordere | at
such as visiting friends and relatives, shopping, health care services an@gonaking the categories it was

easier to group the interview respondents to find patterns in their everyday journeys across th&Horder.
categorzation of the interviewe s pondent s everyday journeys over t
ysis moe manageable.

O H 5+ rish border project.nvp - NVive Pro 7 @ - & %
h HOME  CREATE  DATA  ANALYZE  QUERY  EXPLORE  LAYOUT  VIEW
204 ® T EE K, HWe |
Go  Refresh BzU|A . _ | A
Workspace g A
Nodes < | Lockfor - Searchin = | Modes Find Now Clear  Advanced Find x
Nodes Nodes
© Cases + Name E8 Sources References Created On Created By Modified On Modified By
W9 Relationships @ (0) Context section (case study location, border history etc.) 8 20 27-03-201916:59 N 02-04-2019 20:20 CN
Node Matrices 5 () People's everyday joumeys across the border 0 0 27-03-201914:17 N 17-05-2019 14:28 N
O Cars 2 3 27-03-2019 1422 N 28-03-201913:14 N
& (0) Co. Donegal 2 6 02-04-2019 1052 N 02-04-2019 17:21 N
) Cross-border movement 9 17 27-03-201915:03 N 19-04-201912:40 N
@ Currency 8 13 27-03-201914:58 N 02-04-201916:53 N
© Customs 5 9 27-03-2019 1418 CN 02-04-201913:57 N
@ Housing 2 2 27-03-2019 1484 N 27-03-201917:10 N
© Identity 7 13 27-03-201915:06 N 01-04-2019 12:04 N
[=] sources @ Police 1 1 01-04-201911:44 N 01-04-2019 1145 N
() Politics 5 12 27-03-201917:12 N 01-04-2019 15:41 N
L = () services 4 6 27-03-20191437 N 01-04-201910:18 N
i u| Classfications () Education 4 4 27-03-201914:39 N 02-04-201917:10 N
Bl collections (O Health care 3 7 27-03-2019 16:51 N 01-04-201910:16 N
— () shopping 5 9 27-03-2019 16:41 N 02-04-2019 16:51 N
(], Queries
& () significance 5 14 27-03-201914:42 N 02-04-201913:59 N
=| Reports () Socisl network 5 12 27-03-201916:43 N 02-04-2019 16:40 N
o5 Maps © Transport links 1 1 31-03-201920:39 N 31-03-201920:39 N
@ () Various 4 8 28-03-201913:46 cN 02-04-201917:36 N

B A~ Q)@ 3 = oan

14
17-05-2019

Figurel: Screenshotadf o me of the categories made i n NViydapjourndys.dnformath t he ¢
from the interview respondents are imported into the categories to makddlaenfo analysis easier to conduct. Own image.
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Phase3: Spatial mapping and observations

The last phase of this research is spatial mapping bsernationsinformation provided by the interview
respondents about theirs as well as others everydayegaiacross the border in the case study location made

it possible to map these crassrder journeysThe mapping shows that most of the movemenbvsacthe

border takes place in a specific border area, and that made it possibledba number of boed crossings to
observe. Due to limitation of time in the field, three border crossings where chosen, and they each facilitate
different types of evgday mobilites heading in different directions.

ArcMap is applied as the software to map the everydagngys based on information from the interview
respondentsThe different types of everyday journeys are put in categories, such as commutingigrathcet
provided with different colorsEach line with a specific color in ArcMatherebyrepresent a ceaxin type of
movementThe lines drawn in ArcMap do not represent the actual routes of people, but are drawn to provide
an overview of where the floaf travel isand what type of movement it is.

Additionally, circles are drawn on the map to provide withre detail of the everyday journeyhe circles

have different sizes with the purpose of showing that the amofmt @amplepeople performinghte every-

day journeys is different depending on the jourrfsyain, the circles do not represent the acamabuntof for
instance people, goods or jobs, but they showttiea¢ is a difference in the amount of people performing the
everyday journeys.

The spatial mappig o f peoplebds everyday journeys over t he
knowledgeon the types of everyday journeys, the amount of journeys associated with each category as well
as the location of the journeys. This informatiorswiged to idatify and explore three key border crossings

in the case study location, which shall now bespnted.

Observations of selected border crossing

Additional to the semstructured interviews, three different border crossing locations wereveldsguring
thefieldwork in Ireland and Northern Ireland. Observing these border crossings gave a shaseoofler as

a place as well as well as how each border crossing is unique and has different characteristics. The three border
crossings are all siated on the border betweBerry-Londonderry and Co. Donegalnd he location of the

observed border cssings can be seen figure 2.

Based on the outcomes of the interviews and the spatial mapping three key border crossings were identified
and choseffior further explorationThetwo major crossings at Bridge End and at Muff are two of the most
traffickedcrossings in the case study location, as explain€hapter 4These two crossings facilitate a large
amount of commuting over the bordéhe bor&é r cr os si ng Bridge B amalielyandvgyobablye 6 s
facilitates other sorts of everyday journeysg;lsas visiting friends and family in the area.

All border crossings were observed during daytime on Friday March 15, 2019. Pictures were taken on a
border crossing locationahich are later used to document how the crossings differ from one anatieir in
physical appearances, such as in terms of the width of the road and road surface markings. A video was rec-
orded at the border crossing in Mtdgfget a snapshot of the seborder traffic on the specific date and time.
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Location of observed border crossings

Legend

- County Donegal
[ perry city & strabane
# Population center (2]

Border crossing Bridge End 2] z
Major road (2] g
\/ Fanny Wylie's Bridge

A3

Derry-Londonderry

2]
2
a g

Figure 2: Map showing the location of the three observed border crossings betweenlDedgnderry and Co. Donegal. Own map
produced in ArcMap.

3.3 Summary

Chapter 3 has set out the methodology for this piece of res&ansthit has presented the aim ass$ociated
objectives of this study. Thethe chapter has explained the research strategy, which is based wgquos-

atory case study approachi$ was followed by a presentation of the three phases of the research. The first
phaseof the research was identify the case study location througmexamination of planning policiesnd
semistructured interviews in the field (objective Zhe semistructued irterviews are also used in phase 2

of this research, whi c h rytdayjourneys intheocase stiudy lgcation (abjective f p
3). The third and last phase of this reseagchp at i al mapping of peoppads ev:
observations of three key border crossings in the case study location (objecihapp)ngp e opl ebs ever
journeys provided information that was used to select the three key border crossings.

The next chapter presents the case study locati@regional context, primarily drawing on various municipal

and regional plans and strategikgrovides a quantitative perspective on the border in the case study location

by including statistics on croskorder traffic for work and study purposesstlg, Chapter 4ntroduces to the
United Kingdomds planned wi t h dhisgiece bf refearohns conduetedE u r c
during that process.
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Chapter 4: Introduction of Co. Donegal and DerryLondonderry

Theaim of this chapter is to inbdue the reader to the case stuatydits locationon the border between Co.
Donegal in Irelané@ndthe city of DerryLondonderryin Northern Ireland and the chapter is thereby mainly
directed towards answering the second objective of this research

First, Chapter 4orovides an understamdj of the case study location as a place and situates the args in

gional context by framing it around the North West Region. This part introduces to Co. Donegal, Derry City

& Strabane as well @ke city of DerryLondonderry.Following this is a desgstion of the relationship be-

tween Co. Donegal and Derry Londongefocusing on their locations within the North West Region.

The next part then concentrates on mass flows of commuting to work or study across thia lioedsase

study location, providig a more quantitative perspective to this research.

The final pat of the chapter el at es this study to the United Kingc
planned withdrawdrom the European Unigmsince the whdrawal can affect the everyday foays of peo-

ple in the case study location.

4.1 Co. Donegal andDerry-Londonderry in a regional context

The following section introduces the North
West Region, which sits as the regional con-
text of this thesisFurthernore, it presents
Derry-Londonderryas part of Derry City &
Strabandn Northern Ireland and Co. Den
gal in Ireland.

Geographically, the North West Region is
situated in the northwest corner on the island
of Ireland. To the east, The Northern Irish
council areas of Derry and Strabane are
placed in this region. To the west, the region
reaches into Countonegal in Ireland.

Overall, about 410.000 people live in the

North West Region, and according to Done-

gal Co. Council (2018a), the area is unique.

The population in the North West is both
young, skilled and innovative, and the researddtifutions in tle area are globally recognized. 35 % of the
population is under 25 years old, and there are 40.000 highly educated people in the region. In terms of busi-
nesses, the North West is home to 40regas companies.

Figure 3: Map showing the North West Region in Ireland and Northern
land. (Strabane Distric€ouncil and Donegal Co. Council, 2017.6
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Figure 4: Map of he Countie®f Ireland and Districtof Northern Ireland, including Cdonegal and DernCity & Strabane The
case study location is marked in a square with blue sloping lines. Own map @dadusrcMap.

Following thelocal Irish elections in 2014, 11ddal authorities were reduced to 31, of which 26 were merged
into County Councils (Quinlivan, 2015). As seenfigare 4,one of these is Donegal County Council, which

together with the city foDerry-Londonderry sits as the geographical focus of this studly | o c a |
everyday mobilities across the Irish border.

resi

The population of County Donegal is approximately 160,&nd the key urban center in this county is Let-

terkenny, which haa population of about 20.000 (Donegal Co. Council, 2018a). Aoapto County Donegal

Development Plan (2018a), the aim of the county is to reach 200.000 people by 2038, which vil} poss
result in increased traffic and movement of people and goodssatmIristborder to Derry City & Strabane.
County Donegal haa size of 4.861 kdand it shares a long borderline of 181 km with Northern Ireland, of

which most of this stretch is gfea with Derry City & Strabane (Donegal Co. Council, 2018a).

On the * of April 2015, the former 26 councils in Northern Irelandevera ma | gamat ed i
councils. The councils are run by democratically elected councilors, and they aresit@dedon providing a

nt o

number of services to its citizens. Some of ¢heervices are health care, leisure facilities and community

certers. In terms of planning, the councils are responsible for local development planning, including local

economic planningnd local tourism planning. (NI Direct, 2019

Thegeographicalocusof this gudy contains Derry City & Strabane, and more spedifiche city of Derry
Londonderry, which is situated in the northwestern part of Northern Ireland, as skgured.The size of

Derry City & Strabane is 1.245 Kmand the population of theouncil is approximately 150.000. The largest
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urban center inhe council is Dernt.ondonderry, which has about 108.000 inhabitants. (Derry City & Stra-
baneD.C., 2017a)

Derry-Londondery is the principal city of the North West Region, and furthermoreatiegional as well as

an international gateway. The city i®thecond largest in Northern Ireland, with a population of a little more
than 100.000. Derrzondonderry is connected withther vibrant towns in the North West, such as Strabane
and Letterkeny. The city of DerryLondonderry has developed significantl\csdly and economically over

the recent years. Examples of this development were seen in 2011, when a Peace Brid§fsaa@sbRiver
Foyle, and in 2013, when the city was named the Uk @fitCulture. One of the key historical and cultural
features oDerry-Londonderry is the Walled City, which is dominated by many historic buildings and some
museums.Derry City & Stratane DC.,2017%D)

Additionally, DerryLondonderry is home to importaatiucational institutions. The city hosts Ulster Univer-
sity at Magee, which is ranked in the top 3 % in the world, as well as the largest campus of The North West
Regional College, whichas over 20.000 studenf3grry City & Strabane OC.,2017)

4.2 The relationship between County Donegal and Derntondonderry

There gems to be a strong emphasis on the relationship betweenlbedgnderry and County Donegal,
particularly Letterkenny, which is described in a number of national and regional strategittslafland and
Northern Ireland, such as (Governmentrefand 2002; Department for Regional Development, 2012; Derry
City & Strabane D.C., 2017a; Donegal Co. Council, 2018a).

fiThe National Spatial Strategy (NSS) identifies Letterkdémmmglonderry as éinked gateway to

the North West and recognises the img@oce of further development of this core area and its

economic social and other relationships and functions in strengthening the wider North West

regiond ( Department for Rem6l)onal Devel opment, 20172

According to the Department for Regional Develemt (D12) and Derry City and Strabane D.C. (2017a),
Derry-Londonderry should benefit from its role as a key ctussler gateway, which provides access for cars,
trains and ferries, and Straband¢hie main hub in this area. Strabane may benefit froiateproximity to
Lifford, which is situated in Co. Donegal. Derry City and Strabane D.C. should keep the clyseration
with Letterkenny and thereby try to pursue the potential of the Nor#t Région. This includes potentials in
the transport seat as vell as in health care services and education.
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Figure 5: The map shows tHgpatial Plan for theNorth-West Metropolitan Area, wth strethes over the border and into both
County Donegal and Derry City &trabane. florthern& Western Rgional Assemb)y2019, p.2

The Department for Regional Development (2012) describes Dengonderry as a key city in the North

West Region. Derd. 0 n d 0 n dtatus ray a@ssrong and vibrant city is important to maintain iard
ensure the wellbeingf t he region, both economically and soci
West is one of the reasons it seems relevant to dig into theboo$sreveryday mobilities of people living

in and around Derrondondery. Furthermore, coperatons and collaborations across the border is a means

to strengthen the competitiveness across the island.

On the Irish side of the border, the Development PlaiCtamnty Donegal describes how the border has af-
fected everyday saogi and economic activitiemnd reflects upon the impacts of Brexit (Donegal Co. Council,
2018a):

fi he border dimension has impacted upon and shapetioddgy social and economic activities

in County Donegal as well as higher level strategic policy fortiadaimplementation and in-
vestment. The impacts of Brexit, while yet unknown have the potential to result in a combination
of challenges and opportunities and this Plan aims to be robusteady to respond to the po-
tential outcomes ¢Donegal Co. Counti2018a, p.6)
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