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VOLUME STUDIES

Different configurations and proportions of the volumes have 
been tested, according to their relation to the context. The sur-
rounding context is characterized as large industrial buildings, 
and in order to relate to these, the library have to complement 
their scale, to obtain an equal status in the cityscape. The promi-
nent placement of the library at Svendborg harbour with water on 
three sides, invites for a landmark. A tower have therefore been 
introduced as a modern interpretation of the traditional lighthou-
se, which will compliment the high industrial buildings in the 
background, and help to promote Svendborg harbour as a new 
cultural space. 
The different configurations of the volumes where made, and eva-
luated according to its overall configuration, and its scale when 
arriving to the site where the lighthouse must guide the visitor 
down the harbour and into the library. The building must further 
complement the industrial buildings in scale, in order to obtain 
the wished status as a landmark. The arched hall placed the north 
of the site, is the only directly placed neighbour. The larger volu-
mes have therefore been placed along this building to make the 
library seem more prominent when approaching

Ill: 6.32 - Sketch of boathouse

Ill: 6.33 - Volume study Ill: 6.34 - Volume study Ill: 6.35 - Volume study

Ill: 6.36 - Volume study Ill: 6.37 - Volume study Ill: 6.38 - Volume study
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Ill: 6.39 - Volume study Ill: 6.40 - Volume study Ill: 6.41 - Volume study

Ill: 6.42 - Volume study Ill: 6.43 - Volume study Ill: 6.44 - Volume study

Ill: 6.45 - Volume study Ill: 6.46 - Volume study Ill: 6.47 - Volume study

Ill: 6.48 - Volume study Ill: 6.49 - Volume study Ill: 6.50 - Volume study
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FINAL VOLUMES STUDY

The final configuration of the building, consists of four pitched 
roof volumes, referencing the old boathouses, each containing 
their own identity and function. The tower placed at the end of 
the harbour refers to the traditional lighthouses, and functions 
as a guiding element for the visitors. The complex is combined by 
an transparent foyer, functioning as an open plaza, and creating a 
connection between all the activities within the volumes. A social 
and public building, that will become a landmark at Svendborg 
harbour.

Ill: 6.51 - Final volume study
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Ill: 6.52 - Final volume study
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CONCLUSION

The design proposal for Svendborg library deals with the shift in 
use that many public libraries are facing today. The role and iden-
tity of the library has experienced a shift, and moved from being a 
single-minded place where the user is offered a service, to being a 
place for the mediation and sharing of cultural knowledge, values 
and experience. The 21st century library plays a central role in the 
development of a collective relation between people, connecting 
the city and creating social meeting centres. 

The new role of the library, challenges the previous framework for 
the physical space of the traditional library, which likewise, has to 
undergo changes in order to keep up with modern requirements 
and use. 

Svendborg harbour is still to a large extent characterized by its 
former industrial identity. However the industrial activity at the 
harbour is in decline. The artificial island Frederiksøen, have for 
a period functioned as a no place, with limited functionality and 
occasional use only. The transition from industrial to cultural 
harbour front, is therefore highly desirable for the municipality of 
Svendborg. The placement of a new library is therefore an obvious 
choice, to kick-start this transition. The library can catalyse the 
branding of Svendborg as a new cultural city while maintaining a 
clear connection with its proud maritime history. 

The library will provide the city with a social meeting place for 
the community, a public space where people can meet across so-
cial barriers, a space for inspiration, creativity, learning and social 

interactions. To secure these qualities within the library, the four 
space model, have been used when selecting the most desirable 
function. The functions have been chosen according to how they 
interact with each other, and how they create activity within a 
transparent and open ground floor plan. The library spaces pro-
vides the possibility for visual connections between functions and 
transit areas, and creates a setting for activities can occur in be-
tween. For example, a parent waiting, for his child that is playing 
in the children library. He may enjoy a refreshment within the 
café area, and maybe find interest in some of the newly showcased 
books. Furthermore, the mutual relationship between space and 
functions can catalyse the interaction between a broad spectrum 
of activities and user groups of the library, while providing an in-
teresting space for the natural and informal meeting in the city.
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