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Abstract

India is generally described as a country achieving social and economic developments despite
its cultural diversity. Over the last decade there are significant political, social and economic
developments made in India but it also seemed that gender based violence against women also
increased during the same time. According WHO 2005 violence against women is a serious
public health concern and human rights issue, NCRB 2011 reports there has been 900 percent
increased in gender violence thus this study aims is to explore and understand the
phenomenon of gender violence India, based on available secondary sources the study is

conducted using qualitative method.

Patriarchy and feminist theory explains the phenomenon of violence within the context of
economic “Labor” and cultural context the “hierarchy structure” in the family” and “kinship
(preference for boys)” and “private property” also the role of the state to
empower/disempower women. Along with segregation in labor another feature of gender
differences in public space is woman usually have very limited opportunities in societal
institutions thus lack power in decision-making. In other words the structural arrangements in
the society leads to specific beliefs and values, how gender roles are perceived. (Caricatti, L. and

Everri, M.2009: 148)

The study further reveals that the oppression and violence on women in India has
relationship with patriarchal nature of society historically constructed with in the society
through socio cultural practices in the Purview of Hindu culture and In India the extreme
appearance of gender roles in the society was introduced by the religion and gender, class and
caste the salient social characteristics were used for categorizing the people in a hierarchical

social structure.
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l.Introduction
Background of the Study

Modernization and development in India have become significant political agenda for the
political parties, even recent election of 2014 were fought only with the campaign agenda of
development®. Although modernizations and development have brought remarkable changes in
developing world, socio economic and political transformations along with improved living
condition, education level and literacy rate have increased along with improved health care,
and better infrastructures. However, according to Nederveen P, J. (2004) the modernization
process is also exploited by different sectors of human society such as destruction of

environment, social inequality, gender equality and continuous human rights violations.

Although socio economic and political reforms intensified modernization and
globalization in India’s economy and empowered women with increased participation in the
labor market and political participation enabling them to have more equity and rights. (Ghani,E.
et.al,2013), there is increase in substantial number of violence against women, as it have been
reported everyday in the Media reports, including the most heinous form of sexual violence on
December 2013% which got world wide attention due to a huge protest. As noted by Staudt
(2011), there are also comparable incidents from other developing countries such as Egypt and
South Africa, apparently lead my attention in this topic and choice of the study.

“The key message that emerges is that even in an era of rapid economic growth, the

processes that have shaped inequalities in the country along gender, caste, and religious lines
continue to persist. ” (Desai,S.A. and Dubey ,A. et, el. 2010: XV)

! http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/election-victory-a-mandate-for-development-plank-says-
modi/article6017657.ece

2 The Delhi gang rape case occurred on 16th of December 2012 in a neighborhood of south Delhi, when a 23-year-old
female, intern at physiotherapy was beaten brutally and gang raped while commuting with a male friend on a private bus,
six young people including the bus driver all of whom raped and beaten the friend, later she died at Singapore due to
severe injury. The particular incident got a widespread attention worldwide through media and was heavily condemned.
It generated public protests and outrage against the state and central governments for failing to provide adequate
security for women took place in New Delhi and major cities all over the country.
(http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/delhi-gangrape-chronology-of-events/article5079321.ece)



Several scholars have linked rapid in social changes with the increased reports of domestic and
sexual violence. (Momsen, 2006; Foley, 2003) Similarly Staudt (2011)) narrates that in the
process of transition, when women are taking bigger role in the society, it occurs to build
tension and disparity between genders, this tensions occurs in the form of violence against
women and struggle from men to maintain a traditionally accepted societal gender based
power structures. Shechory M.et el, echoed that in recent decade modern roles are widely
accepted and women are not just restricted to house hold but are also encouraged for careers
yet many feminist believe that men tend to be more traditional and maintain patriarchal family
patterns as the division of labor in households work tend to be more traditional. (Schechory, M.

et, al 2009:279).
1.1. Research Problem to research question

According to World Economic Forum the recent Global Gender Gap report 20132 India scores
down below the rank of 101 out of 136 nations, the worst among the BRICS countries that is
measured in term of Health, education, economics and politics and in Gender Inequality index,
by Human Development Report, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) * India
stands 136™ out of 187 nations. Despite economic liberalization in last decades, the process of
modernization have not been able to turn as instrument of transformation when it come to

gender equality, which is also one of the important Millennium Development Goals (MDG)>.

According World Health Organizations (WHO)® and United Nations (UN)’ domestic
violence and other forms of violence against women are the key barriers to gender equality

through out the world, and also public health as well as human rights violation.

“According to Oxfam International 2004)% In South Asia Gender Inequality and Violence
against women are institutionalized at all levels, home, family, community, society, and the

state. Social cultural, political, economic and legal factors in the region combine to leave women

3 http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GenderGap_Report 2013.pdf. Accessed on 10t April 2014

4 http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/14/hdr2013_en_complete.pdf, Accessed on 10th April 2014
5 http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/gender.shtml Accessed on 12th April 2014

6 http://whqglibdoc.who.int/publications/2009/9789241597883_eng.pdf, Accessed on 12th April 2014

7 http://www.unfpa.org/gender/violence.htm, Accessed on 12th April 2014

8 http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files /violence.pdf, Accessed on April 20th 2014



vulnerable to community sanctioned violence” (Cited in Mehta,M. and Gopalkrishnan, C.,

2007:45 )

The National Crime Records Bureau in India reports that, there has been an escalating
trend in the increase of the number of rape cases registered in India. The NCRB reports 902
percent increase in the number of rapes since 1971 to 2012°. Besides that Rape remains as one
of the highly underreported crimes of the in India it is due to various reasons such as fear of
revenge from their abusers, lack of available support for the victim’s situation, fear of
stigmatization, family and society basically social norms and taboos. (Mukherjee, C. 2001)
According to Srivastava, M. reported in India today “Delhi-based psychologist Rajat Mitra, who
heads Swanchetan that actively works on this issue (gender violence), says: "People from the
upper class and the middle class do not report rape cases. It is mostly the people from the lower
class that come out to seek police intervention. It is estimated that as many as 90 per cent of the

rape cases actually remain unreported”*° though this figures are contested by many others.

A United Nations Populations fund (2005) reported (cited in Kimuna et, al.2012) about two
thirds of married women in India remained victims of domestic violence. National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB, 2010) reports the magnitude of domestic violence committed by
husband and relative were 44% including dowry prohibition act and dowry death accounted for
6.3% with total increase in 50% of violence against women. According to WHO, (2005), Violence
on women are not only a health burden but also intergenerational effects along with socio
demographic consequences of both physical and sexual. Social researchers have addressed in
all over the world as a serious human rights violation issue. (Kimuna et. al, 2012) .Ray (2005:85)
argues, In India patriarchy exists and by using sexual violence and rape as tool men exerts their
patriarchal power over women to display domination. Similarly Advocates of women’s right
have suggested that among other factors, the socio-structural parameters of the ideology of
patriarchy serve to restrict and control mobility, and lives of women. It is arguable that societies
which appear to be patriarchal, male-dominated, male-centered are the ones in which women’s

lives are the bleakest (Johnson, 1997) This further gives an opportunity to study the perception

o http://www.epw.in/web-exclusives/rape-and-honour-crimes-ncrb-report-2012.html, Accessed on April 23rd 2014
10 http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/The+iceberg+of+rape/1/46911.html, Accessed on April 27th 2014



of India society and the underlying consequences of gender in the process of development.

In a study conducted by Simister and Mehta (2010) to examine the long term trends in
Indian society regarding domestic gender violence and attitudes towards such violence, the
data was used from demographic household survey and government National crime bureau,
the large sample size of 124,385 women and 74,389 men between the age of 15-49 years was
reliable to validate the data collected between 1990-2007, the study analyzed three types of
crime against women in India, cruelty by husband, rape and sexual harassment between the
year 1995-2007, The findings suggest that between 1995 -2007 the prevalence of sexual
harassment escalated from 4.9 to 9.6 incidents per million people per year and 11.7 rapes to
18.2 per million people from 1990-2007. Data from demographic household survey indicated an
increase in gender based violence from 9 % to 16 %, thus both the data showed a consistent
increase of crime against women. The findings suggest employed women were more likely to
be hit by husband, similarly it was earning women with unemployed husband more likely to be
beaten therefore indicated man with no economic power resort to masculine power of
violence, Simister and Mehta, 2010 argue that there is a possible explanation that
modernization with economic empowerment and education have led to increase gender
violence in India. Khanna and Varghese (1978: cited in Simister and Mehta, 2010) also argue
that modern and empowered women with education, economic opportunities with better
lifestyles lead to conflict among family members. Such trends reflect empowered women with
modern values, attitudes towards gender roles more likely to face gender violence, or there
could be the factor of increase in reporting with empowerment. Scholars who have conducted
studies of impact of modernization in India and gender violence found that despite the
remarkable improve due to modernization; their situation continue to get worse on the other
hand with respect to violence against women. Violence occurs due to reaction of men to
women on issues of adopting modern beliefs at the expense of the traditional norms and values
which are placed above traditional women in every aspect (Rist, 2002). The modern attitudes
are welcomed by the Indian women, which can now make them have secure waged labor and

become empowered with economically independent.



Studies conducted in India have indicated that many women who defied the traditional
norms and values in the Indian society have fell victims of gender violence (Sen and Dreze,
2002) However others have argued that married women with secondary and higher education
were protective against experiencing violence. (Kimuna et al, 2010, Jejeebhoy 1998b) Most
scholars have noted the violence against women in both public and private spaces. Studies
conducted in the status of violence against women indicate that violence against women such
as wife battery; sexual harassment and rape have increased quite considerably amount in India

with some violence indicating even double prevalence increase (Trivedi, 2010).

“The condition of women and girls in India is highly unequal to their male counterparts.
Despite the passing of legislations like the Domestic Violence Act 2005, Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Technique Act 1994 and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act 2013, Indian
women still live in an environment full of insecurity and violence. It is not the inadequacy of laws
but its effective implementation coupled with corrupt administration and police that forces
women in India to live a life of an unequal. The Constitution guarantees equal rights to men and
women but the real situation is far different. Women are not considered equal in the Indian
society due to the deep-rooted patriarchal references for a son or boy child ” (Sengupta,P

2014:112)

The Judiciary and police system in India are the fundamental organizations for law and
safety, and also plays a significant role in protecting women and preventing gender based
violence. However, there have also been overwhelming reports on violation and discrimination
by authorities discouraging the victim from registering cases, poor and biased investigation
based on gender, class or caste with very few convictions. In India, both the state authorities

and the society play a significant role in relation to women'’s situation in the populous nation. **

" http://www.indiatimes.com/news/more-from-india/indias-shame-gangrape-of-dalit-sisters-sparks-global-outrage-
151778.html| Accessed on June 1st 2014
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1.2.Significance and objective of the study

According to Inglehart & Norris, “modernization which includes economic growth and legal
institutional reform are fundamental strategies to promote gender equality, however culture
paly a crucial role, the way roles are perceived in the home, family, paid employment, and the
political sphere are shaped by dominant culture, the social norms, beliefs and values depends

much on its religious traditions”. (Inglehart & Norris ,2003;8)

| seek to explore and understand the perception of gender by viewing the patriarchy
system embedded in the Indian culture and social consequences of gender roles. Although
being given understanding that there is an existing law, The issue of rape has received
increased attention as the number of victims is increasing dramatically and rape is considered
as a major social and human rights issue. The elimination of violence against women remains
one of the serious challenges especially in India as the prevalence of rape has exceed to a point
where every 22" minutes a rape is being committed*?, though women’s rights advocates and
experts argue that there a still a issue of underreporting, due to social cultural norms, lack of
support, from families, ethnicity, caste, stigma, fear and other forms of victimization from
authorities prohibits reporting of such cases. ** The elimination of violence remains one of the
most serious challenges in the present time. Therefore, this subject is very much relevant to the

field of human rights and for a thesis at this level of study.

As pointed out by Amoros (1990; cited in Nieves Rico (1997:8) “throughout the history
different form of violence “manifested” in the society as a consequences that the certain groups
dominates the other, In this context he argues that violence perpetuated against women to
dominate as a key “social mechanism” over gender power relations a male hegemony. power
being considered the generic patrimony of men is based on social control over women.
Therefore, violations of women's human rights are directly or indirectly related to the social

structural system and to cultural values “ (Rico,N. 1997:8)

12 http://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/13/world/asia/india-gang-rape-sentence/, Accessed on may 27" 2014
B http://infochangeindia.org/women/news/social-stigma-prevents-delhiites-from-reporting-rape.html, Accessed on may 25"
2014
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Similarly Ridgeway and Correll (2004:510) argues that one of the fundamental
achievement of the past decade is about the revolution in theoretical conceptualization gender
knowledge, that gender is a social phenomenon, there is growing recognition among gender
scholars that gender not being biological but has roots into the social construction of a
characters in the society, thus it implicitly explain the cultural resemblances in Indian patriarchy

system of culture with the links to violence.

A research question being a significant part of the research process; guides the writer to
focus on the study and the writing process. The function of the research question is to
specifically explain what the study seeks to learn or understand from a broader subject such as
the issue of gender based women oppressions in India in the context of patriarchal social norms

My research question will be to determine,

How can understanding of gender perception in India illuminate the impact associated with the

cultural belief?
Research Questions.

1) How do contemporary political elites and classes in India operate in a specific Hindu-

denominated beliefs and discourse of patriarchy to embed or install specific gender relations?

2) What are the consequences of dominant gender perceptions in Indian society?

1.3. Gender Violence in India:

The World Human Rights Conference in Vienna, first recognized gender- based violence as a
human rights violation in 1993. (UN declaration on the elimination of violence against women,
1993)™ The United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993)
defines violence against women as ““any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely
to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of

such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private

" http://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f25d2c.html, Accessed on May 20" 2014
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life” (United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women, 1993; also

Nussbaum, 2005)

Radhika Coomaraswamy, former Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women to the United
Nations Human Rights Commission states: plausibly violence against women is “one of the
greatest challenges facing the human rights community in the next few decades”

(Coomaraswamy,R. 2002)

India has one of the most progressive legal systems in the world where Indian women have had
the right to vote since 1950. Article 14 of the Indian constitution explicitly guarantees ‘equality
before the law’, Article 15 prohibits discrimination on the grounds of sex, and Article 16-1

provides for equality of opportunity in matters of public employment (Haldar, 2007).

However according to (Saravanan, 2000:4) violence occurs in three contexts that are the family,
the community and the state. At each point there are social institutions, which fulfill critical

interactive functions in defining and maintaining the violence. These are:

“1.First of family plays an important role. It is family, which compels its members to accept

hierarchal relations in unequal labor between sexes and allocation of power over resources.

2. The community including social, economic, cultural and religious institutions provides the

mechanism for men to control woman’s sexuality, mobility and labor.

3. State institutions provide legal basis to men in order to control women. State does so by

enactment of discriminatory application of law.”

Several forms of gender-based violence with are takings place in everyday life of girl child and

women in India
Infanticide and Female foeticides:

Unborn girls are killed through selective abortions, with technological development it is
become much more easier to follow the kinship model of patriarchy the production of male
labour, since every corner of every city is fuelled with Ultrasound clinics throughout India

especially to meet the demands and needs of upper class son selective abortions.

Technologies such as ultra sound used for detecting foetal abnormalities, widely misused in

13



India to detect the sex and to abort the female child, although prenatal diagnostic technique
(regulation and prevention of misuse) act was passed in 1994 and forbids the information
communication of sex its enforcement and implementation raises serious questions (Negi,

1996:26, cited in (Saravanan, 2000)
Child marriage:

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006 bans marriage below age 18 for girls and age 21 for
boys, though 80 % of Indians live in villages where family, caste and community pressures are
more effective than any legislature such practices of child marriage commonly practiced. The
UNICEF's "State of the World's Children 2009" report, mentions that 47% of India's women
aged 20-24 were married before the legal age of 18, with 56% in rural areas. Further more
according to the report 40% of the world's child marriages occur in India. According to Nair
(1995, cited in Saravanan, 2000), the phenomenon of child marriage is linked to poverty,

illiteracy, dowry, landlessness and other such social evils.
Female child as burden

The girl child is considered as “parayadhan” (others property) thus subject to face
discrimination in various aspect of upbringing in family structure as compare to male child, in
diet and nutrition it is most often the female ratio of child mortality is higher, female literacy
have lower level due to preference for male child’s education, besides that a girl is given away
with marriage and a price is paid to the bride for the maintenance, it s not the end if the dowry
amount doesn’t satisfy the demands than there is a life time violence and even death by

burning alive. (Saravanan, 2000)
Dowry

One of the most common practices of gender-based violence in India is the payment of dowry
for a woman. According to study (Sharma,2005) 68 percent of dowry death were in the first
three years of the marriage and the victims girls were between age group of 18-25 years, only
girls suffer due to dowry, It was forbidden by the government in 1961 but is still practiced in

India. The reason behind this tradition is consideration of women as burden on the family.
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As widow

According to (Saravanan, 2000), women belonging to all categories of society and ages face
violence from society, community and workplaces. Even widows who are supposed to provide
guidance to community suffer from violence, economic marginalization and abuses. However

most of the above mention forms violence occurs with in the family.
Rape

The NCRB 2010 reports that maximum number of rape cases the victim is know to the
perpetuator in most cases it’s with the family, however rape has increased in substantial
number, many argue that though it was more prevalent in caste context where upper caste
boys rape to control and dominate the lower caste women but since its been highlighted in the
media reports after the Delhi gang rape, government got more concerned about the issue.

(Sebastian, G.2013)

1.4 Structure of the Thesis:

Entire research is divided into eight chapters. The first chapter introduces topic, problem
statement, significance and research questions; Second chapter includes the chosen
methodology as the research is guided by the theory and, limitations of the methodology.
Chapter 3 & 4 explains theory of patriarchy and the chosen framework with in the limits of the
study chapter 5 gives a brief insight on the literature used based on Indian cultural and socio
political context for the research. Chapter 5 & 6 are dedicated to findings and the critical
analysis. Last chapter concludes entire research and make some assumptions for actions and

future studies over the topic.
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2.Methodological Considerations:

The study is conducted as a qualitative research using method of text interpretation and
analysis. The Hermeneutic approach is to establish the meaning of collected material/data
throughout the process. (Bryman 2008:533) Qualitative research technique is used throughout
this paper. Hermeneutic approaches of text interpretation and text analysis are employed to
explore the phenomenon of gender violence in cultural perspectives. India is a country with a
rich history and proved to be country having one of the earliest human civilizations. This
country has undergone several social, economic and governance changes throughout its
history. These changes have their impact on the society of India; the text from Hindu literatures
is used to understand the gender roles in India. The study of socio cultural changes is conducted

using secondary research techniques, approach using theory to guide the research process.

The materials used in paper are mostly secondary resources from books, articles, academic
literature and other academic resources such as digital documentaries available at University
Library. Qualitative methods are used to have a deeper look on the topic and phenomenon

behind it.
2.1.Methodology

The chosen method for the study is qualitative in nature and the study is based on the
secondary sources of data. To understand the phenomenon of gender violence, the underlying
instruments of cultural factor that permits and perpetuate the phenomenon is explored with
text analysis, as argued by Inglehart and Norris (2003) the key approaches for women’s
empowerment are “economic growth and legal institutional reforms” but so do the culture, the
perception of gender role in both private and public sphere are shaped by determined culture
(Inglehart and Norris (2003), Hence the study explore and understand the issue of gender
violence with in its limits identifying Hindu cultural values and sociopolitical role from the case

of Bhanvari Devi present in the later chapters.

Qualitative methods are more appropriate in order to gain understanding, where the
issue is being studied first time; it allows understanding a detail view of social phenomenon.

(Bryman 2008) Although it cannot be generalized though enables to understand different layers
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of meaning. Conducting a desk studies has several advantages (Bryman 2008) as compared to
field studies as it is defensible and has a central objective to answer the objective questions.
Material selected by the researchers is based on secondary sources and it can be relevant and
authentic as primary sources. Material selected is constructed for some other purposes and the
people voices are heard and interoperated by the person who has conducted the research. To
validate and remove biasing from the material a researcher conduction research on secondary
materials should be able to critically analyze the research. One should double-check the
material and its resources in order to see the matching of information. Present study critically
analyses the texts used and perspective of the source or author is tried to be understood.
Relationship is tried to be established between materials used and research question to create

objectivity in the research.
2.2. Reliability and Validity:

When carrying out research and text interpretation along with analysis of secondary sources. It
is important to be able to critically analyze the sources. One should be critical to the sources
used and data collection procedure. A researcher should be able to filter data gathering
procedure in order to see what is relevant and what is not relevant to studies. Reliability
involves the question whether a study can be repeated or not. It is also important to guide the
reader during writing and outline different procedures used by the researcher. Moreover own
interpretation of the work conducted by other should also be present in the writing and
analysis portion of the writing. Moreover it is important to discuss counter interpretation while

discussing the topic.
2.3. Crictism:

Relying on researchers unsystematic view on what is important and significant, sometimes
difficult to establish the relation on what researcher did and how arrived to conclusion, also it is
unstructured and depends on qualitative researchers skills.(Bryman 2008:391) Gender based
violence or violence against women is a global phenomenon. The literature selected for the
study was covered all aspects of Indian society and their relation to violence against women.

Most of the researches conducted over the issue also admitted by (Sharma, 2005) are based

17



patriarchy and nature of patriarchy in Indian society. India as stated earlier in the study has a
rich history and its society has under gone several influences over centuries. Hinduism is widely

practiced religion in India and it is a religion that propagates peace and self-reorganization.
2.4. Ethical Consideration:

Concepts retrieved from the literature review can be argued and held under debate and
investigation. In the present study these concepts are defined and optimized to research
qguestions. It is a known fact that when several perspectives for a single problem are presented
the results can be richer and real. The materials uses were not as deep in their conclusions yet
the methods and findings of materials helped in optimizing the study. A lot of material has been
written on the violence against women in India and focused on domestic violence in India.
There was less literature available regarding violence against women in work and public places.
Previous knowledge and personal interpretation has affected the work of other authors and
might have some effect on the present study too which can be resolved by critically analyzing
the situation. The topic of the study was sensitive and was directly related to personal and
social life of Indian people. It is tried to be none biased in writing understanding the complexity

and sensitivity of the topic.
2.5. Limitations and Delimitations:

This study was conducted using secondary sources and includes analysis of already
available texts. There are limitations associated with such researches. It is understandable that
every research is written according to its own context and potential biases. Consider every
resource used as truth can add limitations to the research. Most of the literature available is
focused on the ‘violence against women’ and ‘situation or role of women in India throughout
history and present’. Moreover actual situation is more devastating than reported because
most of the violence causes are not reported to police and law enforcement departments due
to social trends in society. In most of the studies used for this research the focus was on sexual
violence against women and it does not mean that social violence against men is of less
importance. India as stated earlier is country with diverse cultural history; geography and socio

economic groups and castes need a broader perspective of understanding. Impacts of almost
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every ages of history can be seen in India. It has undergone social and economic changes from
pre-historic times to recent modernization wave. Gender violation encompasses all genders
such gay, lesbian, transsexual and others sex but this particular study is limited with the

framework of patriarchy and violence against women in particular India.
3. Theory
3.1. Patriarchy:

According to Sylvia Walby “patriarchy is a system of “social structures” and “cultural practices”
in which men dominate, oppress women”. (Walby, 1990:20). Patriarchy theory explains the
nature of widespread gender perception as men and women is due to the social organization
rather than the biological or natural differences. It has been widely used to describe the power
relation in the society headed by male. (Cited in Meagher, M. (2011:441). A system of power
relations, which are categorized and unequal where men control women’s production,
reproduction and sexuality, In fact patriarchy is not constant, since dynamic and complex
gender relations have changed over the period of history and the nature of power control
differs from one society to another due to differences in class, caste, religion, ethnicity, region
and the socio cultural practices. Patriarchic norms are historically embedded in Indian society
and in most cases supported by women (Sen and Dreze, 2002; 18). As noted by Kandiyoti (1988)
there are different forms of patriarchy explained by the women’s strategies to deal with it,
which she mentions by saying “Patriarchal Bargain”. She further explained it with the examples
from different ethnic societies, and identified as two different forms of patriarchy ideal and
classic. Ideal ones more common in African countries and the classical are in South Asia.
According to Kandiyoti classic patriarchy is an example of “women’s open resistance stand in
stark contrast to women’s accommodation to the system”, she further explains that under
classical patriarchal system the girls are given away by their early marriage into the family
headed by elder male in the family and the “key to the reproduction of this system lies in the
operations of patriarchy extended household hence associated with reproduction of peasantry

in agrarian society”, (Kandiyoti D, 1988:278).
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Although “Some scholars have argued despite political, economic and social development it is a
way to see how power is secured in the hands of some influential men in the society thus it
effects both men and women”. (Meagher, M. (2011:442). Smith,D.E. (1983, Cited in Meagher,
M.,2011:441) argues “totality of male dominance and its pervasiveness in women life” as it
secures economic and social dependency of women over men, Patriarchy offers a structural
analysis of sex based inequality and explains the systematic distribution of power and privilege
according to their gender, furthermore Firestone S. (1971, cited in Michele Meagher 201:442)
argues that patriarchy is a primary form of oppression and other forms of domination are

derived from it.

Post cultural view of patriarchy illuminates the social construction of gender perception and
power inequalities that is produced and reproduction in historical contexts, this power control
over women have been developed historically and legitimized by religion, social practices,
institutions and overall society. (Meagher,M.,2011:441:442) The patriarchal norms s
constructed in men and women from the birth on their social behaviors and the traditional
roles of the women to be submissive and the resistance to such role is followed by violence

thus it permits violence in Indian culture (Bhasin, 1993)

3.2. Approaches to understand patriarchy:
Liberal Feminism:

Liberal feminists consider women’s subordination due to denial of equal rights to women in
education and employment, hence defends equal legal and political privileges for women to
allow them to compare with men in the public domain on equal labels. The ideological base of
open-minded feminism is based on the rule of individualism and they fought for all people to
take part in the public and private life. According to Wollstonecraft, (972) cited in Ray S. (na) if
women were given access to education as logical creatures in their individual discretion, the
difference between the two sexes would be irrelevant in both the social and political life. It was
recommended that women could be allowed equal rights to citizenship and political rights and

freedom as provided to men. (Mill and Taylor (1970) cited in Ray S. (na)), alleges conventional
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work and family arrangements as oppressing women and refuting them the liberty to make
their own decisions (Mandell, 1995: 6,). According to Friedan’s B, 1963) cited in Ray S. (na), it
was the cultural tradition that women desired to have assurance and fulfillment merely by
living domesticated lives and that their feminize conduct was an obstacle to seek employment
or overall enter into the political, public life. Friedan, in “The Second Stage”, (1983) cited in Ray
S. (na) outlined the issue of settling the attainment of personhood by making it likely to open
extensive chances for women to seek employment and enter public lives while focusing on their
families which in turn was censured by extreme feminists to be helping in contributing to the
“charm of motherhood ”(Heywood, 2003: 254). According to critics, the liberal feminist struggle
that enhanced the chances for women, disallowed differentiation and improved public
awareness of women’s privileges have not been shared equally by all women since these
modifications have failed to deal with the problems faced by socially structured inequalities
(Mandell, 1995: 8). Liberal feminist was criticized due to its inability to deal with deep rooted

gender inequality and its relations to different form of women’s oppression. (Walby, S. 1990)
Marxist Feminism:

Marxist feminist supposed that both domination of women and segregation of classes evolved
at the historical level due to development of private property. It was mentioned by Engels, F.
(1948,) that the rise of private property resulted in devaluation of the women’s housework

compared to man’s productive labor.

Marxist feminist considers gender inequality to be derived from capitalism and not to be
composed as an independent system of patriarchy, Men’s domination over women is resulted
due to the capitals domination labor, the nature of gender relations are determined by social
structure of the class relations and economic exploitation of one class over another. The site of
women’s oppression is in the family structure, where the family benefits form the cheap
domestic labor of women a home (Walby. S, 1990) Marxist feminist recognized the women’s
oppression due the economic system and the traditional position family structure that restrict
in participating in public production. The historical downfall of the female sex with the
emergence of capitalism that relied on private property ownership by men eliminated the
inheritance of property and social position across female line and the property was passed on
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to sons from their fathers and not to a woman from her family. The middle-class families
owning private property were transformed into patriarchal family structures where women
were dominated. (Bhasin, 1993:25). It is argued by Marxist feminists that class exploitation is
more profound compared to sexual abuse and women’s freedom largely needs social
restructuring. Thus, Marxist feminists, contend for modifications in the structure of family
relations and division of labor to recognize the status of women in the society. Marxist
feminists on the other hand, are criticized for creating a difference between women who are
employed and middle-class women and also for their emphasis on economic aspects to
describe women domination. (Mandell, N.1995: 10) Socialist feminists also criticize Marxist
feminists since they tend to merely focus on the economic basis of gender inequality and
mention that female domination also existed in the pre and post capitalist systems. (Walby S,

1990,Hartmann, 1979)
Socialist Feminism:

In contrast to what is mentioned by liberal feminists, Social Feminists states that it is not only
the political and legal issues faced by women but there are many other economic and social
inequalities faced by them. The family and the economy are seen as an interacting system;
Thus, socialist feminism is an extension of Marxist feminism in similar notion of liberty, equality
and the role of state, there vision is social revolution that leads to structural modification entire
frame of social relationships. (Mandell, 1995: 9.) They contend that the association between
giving birth to a child and bringing up the child is not biological but is cultural; they defy the
notion that biology is fate by strongly discriminating between sex and gender’. The
appropriation and commoditization of women’s sexual and reproductive capacity by men is
based on the concept of private property, institutionalization of slavery, women’s sexual
oppression and economic reliance on males, hence it is crucial to recognize the correlation
between women’s domination and control over female sexuality, to understand the
arrangement of both production and reproduction. (Lerners, G. (1986, cited in Ray S. (na))
Social feminist argue that Limiting the women to the domestic domain of housework and
motherhood is most suited to the capitalist interest, this in turn, allows men to focus on

productive employment, additionally providing benefits to the capitalist economy. However,
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socialist feminists, in contrary to the Marxist feminists observe to both the links of production

and reproduction to comprehend patriarchy. (Walby, S.2002)

3.3 Theoretical Framework:
3.3.1Marxist feminism and Social etiology of violence against women:

Marxist feminists consider that the oppression of women has its relations to the historical
relations to the social structure of family institutions, which restricts women in public
productions and limited to family reproductions, accordingly serves the needs for capitalistic
labor market. In the framework social structures of family as institutions and the empowerment
of women has been identified as to address the oppression in a larger patriarchal structure that

governs the community and households in much of India.

“Marxist thinkers like ‘Engel’ established that with the use of private property the status of
women declined. To him, the woman was “degraded and reduced to bondage and the female
“became a mere instrument for production of children”. One of the most extreme form of
patriarchy as prevalent in India premised upon male predominance and female subordination,
the woman’s wife-mother role as her status as the legal, economic and sexual property of her
husband” this was legitimized by ancient Hindu social structures. (cited in Samatroy,

E.,2010:27,28)

According to (Bloodworth, 2003) theory to patriarchy says there is fundamental
difference between males and females due to which men take power over women.
(Bloodworth, 2003) continues that it is history of the human that social relations are always
defined on the basis of reproduction and both men and women use to justify every change
based on this phenomenon. (Bloodworth, 2003) agrees on the fact that family is the source of
oppression against females, Family is an institute, which totally depends on males. It is
considered that men want females to serve them in home and for this reason they have created
a situation in which women are deprived of best jobs. By creating such situations men have

succeed to compel women into household jobs such as wife and mother.

23



According to (Bloodworth, 2003) women are facing oppressions since society has fallen
into classes. The effect of industrial revolution on middle class people was devastating.
Industrialist focused on keeping women and child labor working as compared to men because
women and children cost less. Moreover there were less chances of formation of union within
women and children as compared to men. Industrialist also used to extend duty timings of
women without any extra consent. This situation created an inferiority complex among men
because they become economically dependent on women. Moreover women were not able to
balance between work and family due to which more frustrations added in men and resulted in

a considerable increase in domestic violence against women.

(Bloodworth, 2003) concludes by presenting suggestions to improve the situation
regarding violence against women. First of these suggestions was to create such situations in
the industry and working places that men realize that there are no benefits they can earn by
oppressing the women. In this way labor with men and women working together can create
several benefits from economic and social developments made by society. Having total
understanding about the issues regarding oppression of female’s socialist can find ways to
intervene themselves and society towards the issue. It is the working class of the society, which
changes the track of society, and unfortunately it is the class that gave birth to violence against

women in the first place.

According to (Sharma, 2005) religion, customs and prejudices have put Indian women in
an exploitable situation and they are subordinate to men in many domains of life. Lack of
access to education, economic development and values continuously operating against them
have made Indian women dependent on men in institutions like family, neighborhood and
society. In recent years lot of debate is made on the violence against women and is one of the

greatest attractions all over the world and in India too.

(Sharma, 2005) states that gender based violence are global phenomenon extending all
social, economical and regional boundaries. Wife battering is one of the most commons
violence’s in the modern world. According to (Sharma, 2005) in India situation of child abuse,
wife battering, and unemployment get worse with the economic status of men and upper caste
families. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Convention on Elimination of all forms
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of violence has enforced some special rights for the women but only 44 countries of the world
have laws against domestic violence including India. (Sharma, 2005). (Heise, 1998) states that
20 years are gone by of activism against violence of women yet there are very little agreements
reached on the etiology of gender-based abuse. On a closer look on the theories regarding
gender-based violence one can easily see influence of disciplinary biases in of psychology,
sociology and criminology. Moreover theories are also affected by political and ideological
agendas of feminist activists. (Heise, 1998) argues that, for a considerable amount of time
academic institutes were unable to identify the problem. (Heise, 1998) concludes that
ecological framework of violence against women provides a way to understand much of the
existing research with respect to gender based abuse. There are two sets of men, men known
to beat their wives and other who are completely non-violent. A theory of violence could be
tested by investigating samples of assaultive males with the sample of males who are not
assaultive but share a variety of common characteristics. According to (Heise, 1998) non-
western countries the rates of physical and sexual abuse vary greatly from state to state or

province. Moreover ecological frameworks might help to evaluate men.
Criticism:

“the link between patriarchy and violence against women have been criticized for at least five
reasons: (a) The concept simplifies power relations; (b) the term patriarchy implies a “false
universalism”; (c) the ways in which the concept of patriarchy has been employed have ignored
differences among men, casting men instead as a singular group; (d) a theory of patriarchy
cannot account for violence by women or men against men; and finally, (e) this concept cannot
help us understand why only a few men use violence against women in societies characterized

as patriarchal” Hunnicutt, G.( 2009:554) ,

There are different theoretical frameworks which were designed to elaborate gender based
discrimination and violence against women. (Agrawal, 2003) discussed these theories starting
by stating differences between social and biological characteristics of men and women. The
difference between ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ came in theory of sociology and it was based on the
universality of sex and variability of gender. Oakley’s idea about these two words is cited in
(Agrawal, 2003) that ‘sex’ is a word which refers to biological difference between men and
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female. On the other hand ‘gender’ refers to social classification of ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’
by the society. Sex-gender discrimination is no longer treated as sociological break through now
days. There are many challenges faced by this discrimination suggesting that gender is not only

a social construction based on the sex but it also includes personal characteristics.

There are some scholars who have tried to find explanation for universality of oppression
against women. A scholar named Ortner suggesting that nature has created a universal culture
in world presented one of the most famous arguments. Because of their reproduction quality
women are closest to the culture of nature (Agrawal, 2003). Another aspect of gender

construction is the cultural rules of society related to religious and kinship.
3.4. Lifetime consequences of gender discrimination™:

Inspired from the Asian & Pacific Islander Institute on Domestic Violence, the Lifetime Spiral of

Gender Violence framework has been adapted to illustrate the lifetime consequences of gender

The lifetime spiral framework for gender violence explains the phenomenon of violence against
women by mapping out the oppressions at different stages of the lifetime faced by females.
Patterns of different forms of “violence, vulnerabilities, and maltreatments” females come
across over the life course. Right from the aborting of female fetuses to intimate homicide, girls
and women face many types of oppressions during infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood,
and as elders. Some of them are limited to one stage of the lifecycle, some continue into later

stages of life. (AAPIIDV)

In the Lifetime Spiral of Gender Violence: Lifetime highlights every life stage: “infancy,
childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and later life. Abuses can be confined to one stage in the
lifecycle, continue into subsequent stages or repeat in different ones - they can become part of

the developmental fabric of everyday life”.

15 e . . g e . . . .

Asian and Pacific Islander Institute on Domestic Violence (AAPIIDV), Lifetime Spiral of Gender Violence. 2010. Graphic. Asian
and Pacific Islander Institute on Domestic Violence, San Francisco. Web. 7 May 2014. <http://www.apiidv.org/violence/lifetime-
spiral.php>
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ELDER
Domestic violence; Physical abuse by adult

Same-sex domestic violence; children, caretakers;
Violence by fathers-, mothers-, sisters-, Spopsa] abuse;
brothers-in-law and natal family b p of household
Sexual abuse includes marital rape, forcedto  labor, child care;
‘watch and imitate pornographic acts, extreme Withholding health care,
sexual neglect or coldness; medications, daily necessities;

Economic abuse includes ruined credit, gambling; Demeaning widowhood;
Isolation, permanent or temporary abandonment; Coerced suicide pacts
Battery during pregnancy; or mercy killings.

Coerced into criminal activity;

Extreme exploitation of household labor;
Sexual harrassment by employers, TEENAGER
other employees, fathers-, brothers-in-law, Little or no schooling; ~ Coerced sexual
clergy, therapists, doctors; Child labor: initiation, rape;
Victim-blaming, rejection by ity Child prostituti Forced marriage to parents’
Forced into unprotected sex, infected ) choice, much older man,
with STDs, STis, HIV; teen's rapist;
Denying mothers access to, Ignorance about sex,
custody of, children, international anatomy, sexual health;

Female foeticide,
Sex-selected abortion;

abduction/kidnapping; Sexus! abuse: Infanticide; Control over sexuality
I::; nm;tii:':;r;:lde, femicide, Molestation: Mav"b:‘m;‘:;g;:“em a:d fsf.e):‘ﬂ.?tier;;ayit:n;
Withholding adequate food, nutritious food; o p};'t?mi:n?
clothing, daily necessities Medical care Cyber-stalking by boyfriend
Stalking, cyber-stalking or unknown predators;

Date violence;
YOUNG ADULT Harrassment, public lewdness;
Date violence, drug-facilitated rape; Sexual harrassment by extended family,
Rape, including wartime rape; teachers, coaches, peel
Denied choice of marriage partner and/or sexual orientation;
Dowry-related deaths;

Intimate partner violence;

Sexual harrassment at work, college.

Spiral highlights the cyclone of gendered maltreatments that can “harm or compromise well-
being, a sense of self, relationships, mother-child bonds, bodily integrity, and physical, sexual

and mental health”.

Gender highlights who, gets maltreated: “women and girls are overwhelmingly the targets of
devaluation and victimization; that sexism, misogyny, and violence are linked; and that

patriarchy, entitlement, and liberty are sanctioned”.

Violence highlights: “Certain types and range of assaults, degradations, and deprivations
perpetrated. Victimization and vulnerability; and the location of varying perpetrators across the
lifespan: the withholding of an infant girl's nutrition and care by a grandmother; incest by an
uncle in childhood; cyber-stalking by a boy friend in school; sexual harassment by a college
coach or an employer; being denied or forced to disown one's sexual orientation by
homophobic parents; domestic violence by intimates; elder abuse by caregivers and adult

children”.
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Thus it implicitly demonstrate the physical, sexual and economic exploitations women and girls
face due to social bias of gender stratifications, further more violence, shame, stigma, control,
devaluation of body is often associated with additional oppression due to race, ethnicity, caste,

age, gender identity, type of labor, level of education, immigrant or refugee status. (AAPIIDV)

Chapter 4: Gender Beliefs and Patriarchy in India

Gender beliefs have its historical roots in the Indian society. In order to get a perspective of
gender beliefs and the social construction of the gender, patriarchy theory is used to explain
the pattern of behavior, which reinforces gender discrimination and constraints women'’s
autonomy. As argued by Judith butler “sex is natural and comes first though gender is perceived
as secondary construction of social norms and values which is impaired over the natural
distinctions”. Butler argues sex itself become social characteristics thus the difference between
male and female is a social construction of distinction by the society, a particular way of
perceiving and dividing the differences, further she explains though sex seen as biological but
much of it is a product of social construction of society as gender thus sex its self is socially

constructed. (Butler,).1988)

Patriarchal practices are enforced in Indian society for centuries and accepted for
generations. Men were considered as owner of family and sole provider for its needs. Women
were not regarded responsible for providing economic hand to the family. Indian society has
undergone many transitions and has rich history. It has one of the oldest civilizations in the
world. Patriarchal nature of society is there since its birth and is present like many other
countries of the world. Indian society had been influenced by many eras including Muslims and
British Colonial rules. Economic and social developments have improved status of women yet
due to challenges given by these developments towards men; women are being victim of
violence. Situation regarding gender-based violence is becoming worse with the passing time
and women belonging to working class are mostly victims. Media can play a vital role by
promoting rights of women, education regarding violence and discussions over the topic in

order to improve the situation.
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4.1.Gender Perception in Indian Context

Masculinity and femininity in India are perceived as natural types in complimentary opposition.
It is argued that the basis of the opposition that exists between male and female is biological in
nature. Concerning gender roles in India, both male and female are born with different sexual
orientation and they take different roles that complement one another in a special way with

regards to marriage, reproduction, production and in sexual relations (Coomaraswamy, 2002).

Elderly men are considered the head of a family and subordinate to none in the family.
Women are however perceived, as property owned by men with actually with few limited rights
on their own. Men in the India culture are considered the sole providers of their families.
However, the situation is changing with many women now pursuing education, careers and
employment (De Votta, 2010). Indian women who have managed to break male dominant
system in pursuit of education and economic empowerment became quite active and more
independent (Adams and Kirk, 2010). Subordination of women in the Indian society was
resulted from patriarchal cultural norms, In India; following the patriarchal system both men
and women are raised on how they have to behave with respect to the gender role they play in
the society (Hettne, 2009). Therefore women tend to be submissive and caring to uphold their
role accordingly and those women who do so get embraced by men while those that do the

contrary are likely to experience violence.

Inglehart and Norris, (2003:28) states that in many societies the rights, resources and power are
determined by rigid gender roles of men and women similarly the division of labor at home and
work place. “Patriarchal ideas blur the distinction between sex and gender and assume that all
socio-economic and political distinctions between men and women are rooted in biology or

anatomy” (Heywood A, 2003:248 )

The traditional norm in India is quite rigid and considered men as the sole providers of
the family and women. In most of the cases women are forced to manage both the demands of
the family life and work. Failure to handle these responsibilities is likely to result in work-family
conflict. Work-family conflict has been ascertained to have far reaching effects, which include

poor physical health consequences including mental health and depression (Partpart, and
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Connelly et, al. 2000). Other impacts of work-family conflict include reduced level of marital

satisfaction and life satisfaction, less commitment to employer and reduced job satisfaction.

As stated earlier India has a rich cultural history and undergone impacts of transitions made
in cultural norms of the region situated. Social values enforced in the society are mostly male
dominant. These values are empowered by religious views and strong traditions followed by
society for centuries. Generally in Indian society women who suffered from any sort sexual
violence or harassment whether it is proved or not also experience humiliation from society.
Unfortunately, in many cases women themselves humiliate each other. Also admitted by
(Ahmad et al, 2013), people responsible for the protection of women such as parents,
educational institutes and guardians tend to hide such incidents from others in order to save
women from humiliation. Moreover most of the times crimes are carried out by the relations
which are supposed to be protectors of women; to hide this fact and sustain ‘respectable’

image of their family and husbands women are also hesitant in reporting violence.

This trend is empowered by using powerful instruments of religious concepts. According to
(Chakravarti, 1993) a characteristic of Hindu society is the sanctions provided by religion and
upper castes have resulted in humiliating conditions for women and lower castes to survive.
Caste and gender hierarchy are driving factors of brahmanical social structure and apart from
their close relation, scholars of both caste and feminist scholars ignore them. (Chakravarti,
1993) explored and provided the facts over the relationship between class, caste and gender.
The process of caste, class and gender stratification are the three basic evolution elements on
which Indian society is established. It took some time to take transform itself into a complex

structure. It is divided evolutionary period into two eras.
4.1.1. Pre-historic Era:

According to (Chakravarti, 1993), present system enforced in society is quite complex and
cannot be understood without knowing its roots. There are indications that in prehistoric
cultures that existed in the region women had a valuable role in product and reproduction.
From cave painting it is seen that women were engaged in framing fruits or vegetables and

hunting using small nets and baskets. Women had a combine role of mothers, producers and
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reproducers in society. It can be concluded from painting that women had equal role in the
economy of society present in India at that time. Pregnant women and women as mother were
given high importance and one of the last paintings of Mesolithic era a woman is also portrait
as goddess. (Chakravarti, 1993) argues, the social stratification emerged from the images of

Harrapan civilization in which class of some doing labors and others exercising powers.
4.1.2. Agricultural Economy:

According to (Charkravarti, 1993), shift made by Indian society towards agricultural economy
gave birth to caste system. Changes of society from traditional tribal properties to ‘private
properties’, collapse of ‘tribal economy’ in the favor of agricultural economy and concepts of
‘kinships’ resulted in a more stratified society. In this system of society wives were considered
as to under the control of male and property of their husbands. This system of also raised the
issue to management of issues female sexuality. Issues like in whose hand management of
female sexuality should reside in and whether females can participate or not in the
management of their sexuality were raised. General accepted characteristics about women at
that time was that women were considered as sinful and have characteristics of lying, anger,
meanness, treachery and bad conduct. (Charkravarti, 1993) concluded that these were the
basic characteristics evolved with time in the attitude of the Indian society, which gives a wife
as property of husband with father-in-law having authority to keep daughter in law in check in

the absence of husband.

Hinduism being a religion widely practiced in the region, the caste system was enforced with all
of its influence. In caste system as stated by (Charkravarti, 1993) people of lower castes and
women were deprived of basic human rights. Moreover despite same religious and social views
entire sub-continent lacked central government. Entire region was divided into small states

with their mutual differences.

Next comes one of the most significant eras in the history of the world and specifically for sub-
continent. According to (Lyer, 2003) at the beginning of 20" century British invaded many parts
of Africa and Asia in order to exploit excessive resources of colonies, drain of resources and

create a sense of ‘dependency’ on British Empire in the world. (Lyer, 2003) concluded in his
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research, that British selected areas on the basis of agriculture and resources in the area.
Presence of foreign invaders and continuous exploitation united people of sub-continent to

gain independence from British rule.

The purpose of mentioning these eras here is that every era changed gender perception in
India. At start from pre-historic times there was social injustice in the society in which women
and lower castes were living in a miserable condition. According to (Charkravarti, 1993) women
were considered, as property of their husbands and general perception about them in the

society was negative.

Colonial Rule is an important chapter in the history of India. According to (Lyer, 2003) the
purpose of colonial rule was to use resources of land and manpower. Institutions formed and
training of government officers was done with the purpose of having maximum advantage from
local population and land, however women were ignored in the participation This attitude of
British compelled Muslim and Hindus to make a united effort against the colonial rule. Women
played an important role in the independence of India from British. According to (Arsenault and
Rose et,al, 2009), Gandhi announced to put an end to British monopoly and tax on salt
production in 1930. He decided to go to a march to manufacture tax-free salt in a coastal city.
Gandhi did not include any women in his march consisting of 70 people. According to
(Arsenault and Rose et,al, 2009), people urged Gandhi to include women in the march. On this
he allowed Sarojini Naidu who was the first woman to participate in this march and thus
became first women to be arrested in Indian independence movement. Participation of Sarojini
Naidu inspired thousand of other women to participate in the independence movement and

thus open a gate for Indian women in politics.
4.1.4. Hinduism and Gender Perception:

Hinduism is based on the ideas on ideas of self-recognizing with respect to world around it.
According to (Palit, 2012), word of Indus, India and Hindu were not known by people residing in
sub-continent. (Palit, 2012) continues to narrate from history that Vedas were the social and
religious practices known to the people of this region in those times. It can be concluded that

Vaidika culture was the oldest cultural and religious pattern existing in this part of the world at
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that time.

One has to understand Vaidika texts in order to have an idea of India’s cultural background. It is
said that well-being of humans lie in realizing one’s self with respect to infinite set of universe.
As claimed in the published report of (Palit, 2012), social relations in Vaidika culture are based
on the principle of, “live and let live with dignity”. Entire well being process is named as
Dharmarsama according to Vaidika texts. According to religious texts available other aspect of
the religion is the reasoning that is considered as light “karma” in darkness. Other aspects of
human life like social and economic roles and duties towards society. From prehistoric times
based on these facts of reasoning gender is perspired in India. Male’s role is dominant over

females and females are entitled to serve male and its family life.

There are also some powerful images of woman in Hinduism. Durga and Kali are the goddesses
who cannot be controlled any male god. This image of woman is extremely in contrast to
conventional wife and caretaker of the family. Durga is given birth from heat of three great
gods known as Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva so it can be concluded that Durga is much powerful
than each of these individual gods. However according to (Kinnard, 2013), in Hinduism a
woman is completely subjected to the slavery of man entire life, The sexual behavior of women

are completely guarded as reflected in the below text from ISKCON.

According to (ISKCON'®, 2014), there are three stages in the life of a woman with each
stage having own responsibilities and obligation towards man. These three stages are stated

below:

As a child protected by father: Traditionally girls are not entitled to formal education. They need
to look and obey their father as provider of their needs. The role of women as preserver of social

and cultural values is taught at home in early age.

As married lady protected by her husband: Hinduism focuses greatly on the marital relationships
and this focus can be seen from it practices. Girls were married at a very young age and after

marriage their entire focus and role should be centered towards home. A woman was not

16 . . . . o, . . .
ISKCON belongs to Gaudiya Vaishnavism, a devotional tradition based on the Hindu teachings of Bhagavad-Gita and

SrimadBhagavatam.
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burdened with responsibility of providing economic helping hand to its family. Fulfilling

responsibility as parents was considered paramount.

As a widow, protect by her eldest son: if husband dies than elder son was considered as a
protector and provider of needs for the woman. Elder ladies were always given respect in society

and religion.

According to (ISKCON, 2014), women were considered as more delicate and fragile than men in
Hinduism. Hindus now days themselves restructuring and reexamining the roles of women yet
there are some ideas remain powerful. These ideas are considered as examples to follow such

as Sita, Gandhari and Savitiri.

According to (ISKCON, 2014), there are some family and social responsibilities given to women

in Hinduism. These values and responsibilities are presented below:
As a child a woman should be obedient and respectful to her parents and elders.

In household life a woman should serve her worthy husband and treat his friends and relatives

with affection and should not be involved with another man.

To dress and decorate herself in order to please her husband. A wife should avoid dressing up in

the absence of her husband.

In elder she should dedicate her life to religion and religious practices. She should provide

guidance to younger family members.

ISKCON 2014 Women are given large respect in religion due to their roles as mother and
provider of household needs. Hinduism seeks to achieve the role of daughter, wife and mother
for women. Charkarvarty (1993:581) noted that “according Manu's 'Stripumdharma' (written
for women in the 18" century) women are naturally immoral, unpredictable in their mind,
lacking in love and unfaithful to their husbands even when closely guarded”, further she
describes why women should be garden or controlled which “according to Manu their essential
nature will drive women into seeking satisfaction any where, anytime and with anyone”. (ibid

581)
Here Chakravarty (1993:582) argues “women's general subordination was essential in this stage
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because it was only then that the mechanism of control upon women's sexuality could actually
be effective. The mechanism of control operated through three devices and at three different
levels; the first was through ideology, through the stridharma or pativratharma, internalized by
women who attempted to live up to the ideal notion of womanhood constructed by the

ideologues of the society”.

According to (Johnson and Johnson, 2001) it is present in the epic tale of “The Ramaya”
presents notion of sex-appropriate behaviors by presenting its female characters in significant
contrast to the characteristics of male counterparts. The virtuous women of the story possess
exaggerated feminine qualities. Immoral women had characteristics closer to males. In both
case women are inferior beings and considered as property of males. Women are valued on the
basis of pleasure and comfort provided by them to their husbands. “The Ramayana” enforces

the idea of strong men and weak women.

The tale of “The Ramayana” is a morality tale and instructs its audience on how to behave
virtuously and provide an insight to immoral behaviors, which should be avoided. Further more
it argues man’s worth lies in intelligence and strength while on the other hand woman can gain
worth only by her beauty and ability to please her man. Without such abilities existence of
women is meaningless. For instance, female mode of “sita” repeatedly desires to commit
suicide whenever she lost her husband either through death or indifference. (Johnson and

Johnson, 2001)

Virtuous women are totally in contrast to wicked ones in “The Ramayana”. The corrupt women
in the story are forward and independent than their counter parts in virtuous women. A woman
lacking in beauty and willingness to please its man is un-doubted an evil woman. Kayeki a
character present in “The Ramayana” brought displeasure to her husband asking him to fulfill
promise. Soorpanaka was only able to present herself beautiful with the help of black magic. In
both good and evil cases women are dependent on their husbands for their needs. Wives were
also considered as the property of the men (Johnson and Johnson, 2001). It is the text, which is

idealized by both men and women in Indian society.
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4.1.5. Present Situation:

According to (Critteden et al, 2013), patriarchy is a social system of male dominance over
females. This system is used to enforce or to reinforce inequity of power between males and
females. Commonly it is believed that patriarchal benefits are empowered by beliefs, customs,
religion and laws. Thus overall social system and organization of society is based on patriarchy.
It is argued and admitted that violence against women is a product of patriarchy. (Critteden et
al, 2013) continued by concluding that, destructive mentality whether it is for making weapons
or for violence has same roots. In society like India where patriarchy is eminent people tend to
have biased attitude towards masculine identity. Patriarchy is commonly referred to as a man’s

world in which a woman is always be over ruled by man’s opinion and actions.

Patriarchal practices are adopted by India society for centuries and it can be found from the

available literature.

4.2. Gender and politics of Patriarchy

“Gender refers to socially constructed roles and learned behavior of women and men associated

with biologically characteristics of Sexes” (Inglehart & Norris (2003;8)

According to Walby, “Private patriarchy is based upon household production, with a patriarch
controlling women individually and directly in the relatively private sphere of the home. Public
patriarchy is based on structures other than household, although this may still be a significant
patriarchal site. Rather, institutions conventionally regarded as a part of the public domain are

central in the maintenance of patriarchy” (Walby,S. 1990, 178)

Patriarchy specifies that there exist significant division between women and men and is the
basis where men gain power. (Foley 2003). It is argued that both misogyny and violence are
components of patriarchy, which are interrelated in one way or the other and are they are said
to form the root of the power of patriarchy (Lukes, 2005). In many countries across the globe,
male family member, controls women’s freedom such as mobility, the power to make decision
and choices are rather denied. In a patriarchy society women are subjected to several domestic
services without any wages or economic benefits. Scholars argue that one of many reasons for

the oppression of women is due to patriarchal system in the society.In many societies, a man is
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domineering in nature even if they do not hold distinguished positions in the society (Gangoli,
2012). For example, in homes men are considered to be dominating figure and head of family.
In most societies women have limited rights since they are literally owned by men. The
situation is made worse in some culture where before marriage a bride price that a man has to
pay in order to get married is bargained before the family of bride give consent of the union
(Lukes, 2005). Therefore, once the marriage rites are accomplished women are valued as
properties that have been acquired where the bride price is valued in terms of number of
cattle. Hence, women are perceived to be more of property with limited rights of their own. In
most patriarchy societies, affection and love are not considered important requirements of
“marriage”. In some cultures, when a man identifies a potential wife he simply take her by force
without seeking the consent of the woman (Johnson and Johnson, 2001). This was accepted
cultural practice. Some of the evidence that women have few rights of their own in marriage is
the fact that rape in marriage is considered legal. Sex is a requirement in marriage and a man in
patriarchy society can have sex anytime he wants. If a woman defies the urge, then she can be
raped and that is accepted (Kakar and Kakar, 2007). In India, following the patriarchal system
gender roles are nurtured on how they have to behave with respect to the gender they play in
the society, Therefore women have to be submissive as well as to uphold their role accordingly
and those that do so get embraced by men while those that do the contrary are likely to

experience violence. (Hettne, 2009, Gangoly 2012)

Patriarchy commonly refers to phenomenon in which there are social and economic differences
enforced by the society to keep men dominate over women, the power of decision making are
structurally controlled by men both in private and public sphere. According to (Culbertson and
Kooiman et, al. 2001) society in which is present people tend to worship or idealize the
masculine identity since they have power and authority and they are rewarded on the

acceptance of this power.

Woman's life cycle in the patriarchally extended family is such that the deprivation and hardship
she experiences as a young bride is eventually superseded by the control and authority she will
have over her own subservient daughters-in-law. The cyclical nature of women's power in the

household and their anticipation of inheriting the authority of senior women encourages a
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thorough internalization of this form of patriarchy by the women themselves.(Kandiyoti ,D

1988:279)

The people of India inherit patriarchal practices. It is exhibited in almost every sector of society
and one of such cases is presented by (Abraham, 2012). Sathin Bhanwari rape took place in
1992 locked by strong grip of patriarchy refusing her justice. At the time of writing done by
(Abraham, 2012) the case was still pending with the supreme court of India and the victim
Bhanwari was living with her rapists in the same village. Her son who was 4 years old at the

time of incident had a hard time growing up. Her husband continues to work as laborer.

Also stated in article published of (Abraham, 2012), at the time of the incident Bhanwari was
working in her village as primary change agent of Women’s Development Program (WDP). Her
rape due to her campaign against anti child marriage launched by the government just before
the festival of “Akha Teej” is a festival in which infants were given away in marriage and when
she heard about plans of Ram Kara Gujar to marry his one year old daughter at festival she tried
to discourage him and stopped this marriage at festival by informing the Police. Gujar was
angry at this situation and blamed Sathin and her involvement in anti child marriage campaign

for this incident.

(Abraham, 2012) reports that, on 22" September 1992, when she was working with her
husband in fields she five person including Karan Gujar attacked her husband and when she
tried to rescue him she was raped by two people in turn while three held her. (Abraham, 2012)
continues that most disturbing aspect of Bhanwari case was despite she was selected and
trained by the ‘state’; government machinery including police, government doctor, member of
legislative assembly and magistrate all stood against her, since the rape which should be

investigated as a crime was denied by police and other state agents.

At a press conference conducted by women’s group in Delhi Bhanwari summed up the split
nature of state machinery and duality in her response to District and Session judges in Jaipur.
Social activists echoed her voice, they argued Bhanwari would not benefit from it but other
women will if police accountability is ensured. Two years after she was awarded with an award

from central government. The double speak of central and state government is clearly visible by
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these actions. State of Rajasthan completely denied the incident while on the other hand
central government awarded victim over the same incident (Abraham, 2012). This politics of

patriarchy was used to silence the voice of women.

Caste hierarchy is also demonstrated in the case of Bhanwari. Gujar population in the area out
numbered Kumhars (potters) in the state. Gujar were higher in the caste system and they also
had wealth and politically connected. (Abraham, 2012) concluded the issue, as offenders were
from upper caste including a Brahmin the rape according to caste hierarchy could not have
occurred due to the victim Bharwari belonged to a lower caste. The interesting statement from
the Judge over the issue was that teenagers only conduct rape and in this case, the offenders
were middle-aged men who were respectable citizens and victim did not belong to the
‘respectable’ category of citizens. (Abraham, 2012) concluded that the case Bhanwari’s rape is

opposite to the Indian constitution and secular values claimed t be protected by law.

According to (Kumari, 2014) women are 48% of Indian population and 47% of registered voters.
Despite these high proportions of population and voters women remain under-represented in
the decision-making bodies at the national level. They are only 11% lower house seats and
10.6% upper house seats filled by women in Indian legislative body. Constitution guarantees
women full right to cast votes yet women are deprived of decision-making roles in family and
community level. They are not being informed of voting choices and their choices are greatly

influenced by their men and caste preferences.

Kumari (2014) states there are two types of political parties in Indian politics that are
membership-based parties and second are family dynasties. Majority of political parties fall into
second category of parties. These parties are extremely patriarchal in nature and generally
women are not included in any decision making process. Two major political parties, which
participate in general elections, are Indian National Congress and Bharatiay Janata Party. Both
congress and BJP have reserved only 33% of seats for women. These reservations are not yet
implemented and in 2009 elections only 556 women appeared in general elections out of total

8070 candidates.
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4.3. Modernization, empowerment and perceived sexual violence

India as one of the developing countries, have undergone modernization in past few years
especially over the last decade. This modernization process has brought several economic and
social developments in the society but it has some negative impacts over the society too.
According to a research conducted by (Simister and Mehta, 2010) show us that increasing
violence against women included rape, sexual harassment and cruelty by family especially
husbands. Krishnan et, al, (2009) studied, the relationship between employment status of
spousal relationship and increasing violence in India. There has some attention placed on
women’s employment status. Employment status has been emphasized to empower the
women in society. Women'’s increased access to economic resources resulted in number of
positive outcomes. These outcomes include increased access to health care services, reduced
fertility and improved educational opportunities for children. According to (Krishnan, et al,
2009) increased to economic resources have increased their power in households and

relationships reducing risks of domestic violence.

On the other hand women have more chances to be victimized from the violence of their
husbands and family because they are challenging their husbands. According to (Krishnan, et al,
2009), in Indian society husband’s ability to support his family is considered as parameters of its
masculinity and personal as well as family honor. Man’s inability to produce economic means
for family results in criticism from family as well as society. (Krishnan, et al, 2009) conclude that
employment of women in context of poverty and gender inequalities have negative
consequences for women and risk of domestic violence increases. Husband’s employment
status equally effects domestic violence. There is a considerable increase in domestic violence

when husbands face difficulties in finding or keeping a job.

“Women’s labor has been rendered “invisible” despite their role in supporting the
patriarchal/capitalist system. Men maintain this position and “try to accumulate wealth and
productive capital, based not on economic but on direct oppression, and on the extension of

patriarchal control over women” (Mies, 1986, p. 4).

Another remarkable development made in 21° century so far is the ease in access to
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media and it resources. Introduction of social media has enabled the world to be considered as
single society and dream of global village is seemed to become a reality. According to (Purnima,
2011), media is the mirror of society and its reports represent the situation of the society and
happenings in it. The role of media is very important in shaping society and it is called 4" pillar
of society. Media has become an important part of life acting as baby sitter for the children and
basic education is received via media now days. Portraying women equal to men in society has
given a low priority in Indian media. According to (Purinima, 2011), there is a certain image
propagated by media regarding women and it can be seen in television, newspapers and
magazines. Indian media presents women as homemakers and consumers of products. Indian
media gives image of Indian women as consumers who buy without end and their clothes,
shoes, and cosmetics bear the stamp of most expensive products. Media projects of these

women as liberal women but actually on a closer look they are considered as consumers only.

Television is the most pervasive and powerful medium in India but the image of women
presented in this medium is not according to the requirements of society. (Purinima, 2011)
continues that it is an admitted fact majority of women workers in India are housewives there is
hardly any glimpse of adjustments made by Indian women between work and family lives
shown in media. Women are propagated as housebound and traditional bound possessive

person with their top priority domesticity.

Women receive much less coverage than men over the Indian media. Men are
presented with opportunities to express their views as roles played by them in administration,
law, business, science and technology. (Purinima, 2011) concludes that Indian media should
identify and learn about the issues of gender discrimination and should devote special slots for
crimes against women and their affects. It should play its role in creating awareness among

people regarding women issues and rights.
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5. Analyses and Discussion

“According to Oxfam International In south Asia gender inequality and violence against women
are institutionalized at all levels; home, family, community, society and the state Social cultural,
political, and economic and legal factors in the region combine to leave the women vulnerable

to community sanctioned violence” (Oxfam International 2004).
5.1.Cultural norms and social structures of patriarchy

Traditional cultures, those in the transition period, tend to have more deep-rooted social norms
of what is the role to be expected of women in the society and in the household. In such
societies where gender inequality takes wider and deeper-rooted terms, females are left with
little choices or capacity to participate in decision-making and thus are more disposed to be
victims of gender-based violence. Dominant and ancient Hindu culture is followed widely in
India, The great sage Manu has written a sacred code of conduct for Hindus in 200 BC.
According to Manusmriti in “Chapter 5/150, a female child, young woman or old woman is not
supposed to work independently even at her place of residence”. “Men may be lacking virtue,
be sexual perverts, immoral and devoid of any good qualities, and yet women must constantly
worship and serve their husbands”. Woman’s body is a site for contestations and virginity of
women is celebrated and in case a woman loses virginity men of her family can punish her
severely to the extent that “she shall instantly have her head shaved or two fingers cut off and
made to ride on donkey”. (cited in Sengupa,P.2014:114) as mention earlier chapter, even the
most ideal woman Sita, (mentioned in the Hindu book ‘Ramayana’) is subservient towards her
husband with harmony lying in the happiness or her husband, The Ramayana, has been used to

determine the Brahamical patriarchal system in which women and men are unequal.

Thus reflects the how women are perceived according to cultural beliefs. Chakravarti
(1993) argues that general oppression of women in India through a powerful instrument of
religious Hindu traditions that have shaped the perception through social practices. According
to S.Krishnan et, al. 2009 employed women felt empowered and more say in decision making
though according to the perceived gender role mother or wife, socially allows husband to use

violence if the women do not meet the requirements, for example when women felt burden
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with house hold work and employment hence failed to cook dinner on time as the children
going to sleep hungry, in such cases women'’s are perceived as failing to meet the requirements
of the families as good mother or wife therefore violence is the way to put things in order,
rather contributing to household men as masculine and perceived superior is entitled to use

violence. (S.Krishna et el .2009:140).

Such is the case of honor killing where family members including fathers and brothers to
restore the proud, kill several thousands of women, when they disobey the family or express
freedom of choice and exercise rights. “Cultural norms around violence, gender and sexual
relationships are not only manifested at the individual level but are reinforced by the family, the

community and the broader social context, including the media” Samatroy, E., (2010:28)

Kinship organization of the society also plays an important in creating gender perception in the
society. The system of lineage followed in a society creates general gender perception of the
society. It has been seen that kinship system of the society has direct impact on the gender
perception; for instance, in India men are considered to be superior to women and generally
elder son is considered to be entitled after the father to all property rights and ownership of
family including women. This factor plays its part in considering women as property of males.
(Agrawal, 2003) concludes that societies like India in which patrilineal are widely spread are one
of the most unfavorable societies for the women. In bilateral societies both male and female
children drive their identity from their parents. In such societies at the time of marriage an

individual decides to retain the membership of their parents or the spouse’s partner group.

In India it a curse to be lower caste who are often taught lesson by violence and rape by the
upper caste, earlier in the literature | have argued the case of Bhanvari Devi , who was raped
and denied justice by the government later awarded .such attitude from governments reflect
the “politics of patriarchy” Besides that “While | am writing this paper already two Dalit sister
were raped and hanged and by upper caste boys, the Irony is when the father goes to police he

was threatened to report; the police and politicians protecting the upper caste is not hidden,
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though continues. However politicians do not miss the chance to make a political gain out of

the misery”, apparently there were several ministers visiting the victims family’

“The class or caste impact on classic patriarchy creates additional complications. Among the
wealthier strata, the withdrawal of women from nondomestic work is frequently a mark of
status institutionalized in various seclusion and exclusion practices, such as the purdah system
and veiling. The institution of purdah, and other similar status markers ,further reinforces

women's subordination and their economic dependence on men.”(Kandiyoti:D, 1988:280)

Socio cultural family structures have defined the role of women within the household; culture is
also a fundamental parameter to determine the role of women outside the family in public
sphere. Family is considered as fundamental of any society and implicitly controls the ‘capacity’
to make decision, thus depriving women’s ‘capability’ to raise their voice against oppression

and in other economic spheres.

“The social instruments of male domination and female subordination perpetuate the
imbalance of power between men and women in everyday events (Ong, 1990,cited in Rudd, J.,

2001:513)

The defined roles of women in most patriarchal society as care takers of family and good
mothers. Furthermore women should be submissive to men and men doing most of the
economic activities. The predefined social roles in societies have put women in a state in which

they are dependent on men economically and have no decision-making role in family life.

“Unpaid household labour is known the framework of lasting personal relationships
which are not and cannot be measured in terms of time and money, hence that patriarchies
build personal relationships into exploitation, operate inside the spheres of relationships of love,

nurture and sexuality, are indeed inseparable from them.” (John,M.E 2013:181)

Women in most cases are restricted to private spheres of life and thus ruled out of
opportunities in public space public space. Such defined gender roles as women in societies

restrict them therefore limited their participations in economic activities.

Y http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/2-dalit-sisters-gang-raped-bodies-found-hanging-from-tree/articleshow/356
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Although patriarchy is a multidimensional concept asking greater deal of requirements as it
includes both public and private group in society. Kinship is just one unit of analysis and have
got fair amount of attention in the gender analysis (Trautman, 1993, cited in Andrist, L (2008)).
In Indian households upper class family have also been identified where patriarchy is created,
reinforced and sustained (Betielle, 1993, cited in Andrist, L (2008). Patriarchy in private space
where women are restricted to family care and in most case do not participate in decision
making, for example women eating the last meal after men in the family is considered as an
unexamined behaviour followed in India. Similarly, Veil (purdah or pallu) is a symbol of various
forms of restrictions on women autonomy; such complex behaviours together prevent women
interacting with men as equals. Moreover it prevents women’s direct access to resources.
Although it varies among different groups of societies depending on the status or caste but it

also varies throughout the different age groups during the life course. (Desai et al,2010)

“Deprivation of property rights not only represents the loss of a potential source of independent
income, but also diminishes the bargaining power of a widow within the family, her in laws,

sons and other potential supporters” (Sen, & Dreze 1995:174).
5.2.Empowerment and Gender Equality

Indian society has given different social status to women in depending upon the, caste, class,
religion and social practices performed. Also the participation of “women in development
activities” can be seen as confrontational because it challenges existing norms of traditional
women’s role. “Eagle and woods explain the discrimination in division of labor between the two
sexes leads to a stereotypical representation of masculine feminine traits thus leading to a

common belief about labor work for women and men” (Caricatti, L. and Everri, M.2009: 149)

Due to recent economic, political and social developments in India women has greater
access to education, employment and economic opportunities and social improvement.
Literacy rate is considerably increased in India among women over past few years. As the result
of increase in literacy rate there is an increased knowledge of laws and rights given by
government to women. Despite these positive factors there has been continues increase in the

violence against women cases
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“Women’s economic development has been defined as “capacity of women to
participate in, contribute to and benefit from growth processes in ways that recognize the value
of their contribution, respect their dignity and make it possible to negotiate a fairer distribution

of the benefits of growth” Kabeer. N., (2012:6)

As argued by Amrtya Sen the question of power puts the focus on “capabilities” both man and
women posses is very central to gender inequality. Man being powerful able to exercise power
and control over the women’s body or family. (Sen 2005) Women being weaker enforce and act
in support of inequality, Kandiyoti 1998 reports than women perceive that it is in their favour to
maintain and support the traditional power relations though it harms them. In most cases it is
true that women perceive it is her favor to stay in abusive marriage, since there is very little
options such as economic dependence, societal stigma along with divorce and loss of children.
Gender violence is manifestation of unjust power relations based on caste, status, ethnicity,

race and sex.

“When trying to conceptualize women’s work, from both feminist and Marxist traditions of
understanding labor, where labor represents value, and women’s low status was seen to be a

consequence of their lack of acknowledged economic participation ” John,M.E. (2013:182)

Indian society is based on traditions and religious values followed by its members for centuries.
These religious views and social values are patriarchal in nature and there is a need to redefine
most of the social and religious doctrine of Indian society. Due to patriarchal nature of society
and admittance of such nature by majority of population men felt challenged by improved
social and economic status of women. Economic independence enabled women to free
themselves of being owned by their husbands consequently exposing them to the risk of
domestic violence. Gender differences in discrimination of labor work visible in productive and
invisible in reproductive work, productive labor refers to paid job done outside whereas
reproductive job is taking care of households, accordingly the former jobs occupied by men and
the later by women. Along with segregation in labor another feature of gender differences in
public space is woman usually have very limited opportunities in societal institutions thus lack
power in decision-making. In other words the structural arrangements in the society leads to
specific beliefs and values, how gender roles are perceived. (Caricatti, L. and Everri, M.
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(2009:148)

(Mies 1982: 13), comments in her study of lace maker’s from India, “Although the older forms
of seclusion may justify domestication of women, it has definitely changed its character. The
Kapu women are no longer gosha women of a feudal wamor caste but domesticated
housewives and workers who produce for the world market. In the case of the lace makers this
ideology has become almost a material force. The whole system is built on the ideology that

these women cannot work outside the house”.

Strong Cultural norms regarding sexual behaviours about women in the society and family as a
mother, wife, childbearing, submissive, and to have greater role In private sphere taking care of
family needs, however such traditional gender roles are threatened through empowerment and
education, as more women are participating in economic activities. Thus women are more and
more visible in public space such as Bus stops, train stations cafes, shopping malls, movie
theatres, with the economic freedom and empowered with education women are claiming the
public which was traditionally occupied by men, Sociologist Shilpa Phadke who along with
Journalist Sameera Khan and Shilpa Ranade in their book; Loiter? Women and Risks on Mumbai
Streets, questioned to claim’s the women’s share in public space as they argued "Public space
confines women's freedom in India and makes it only available to men,” (Phadke, S. et,
al.2011). Though the book is based on urban space of Mumbai, it is mostly the case through out

India including rural areas where the situation can be worse.

Transition of Indian economy in economy from agriculture to modern technological have
created space for women empowerment and led women to participate in employment market,
though it is also noticed the crime against women have dramatically increased. Scholars have
argued with the increase in education and empowerment of women it is more likely there will
be reduction in violence, this has been echoed by Sen (1999) that women with better education
have the capacity to make decision therefore suffer less violence, Kimuna et el (2010), in their
study also narrates that women with secondary education were experiencing less violence,
several studies have concluded that with higher level education with and employment with
lower level of domestic violence however several studies also pointed that increased in
violence is associated with higher status and women empowerment , studies conducted by
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Simister and Mehta (2010) found that there is more likelihood to suffer violence by women
with higher education , similarly according to Babu and Kar,(2009) with economic
independence ,women is often at risk of violence , though he further points that with
modernization empowerment in indispensible therefore interventions should target families
with women engaged in economic activities, S Krishnan (2010) further argues that rapid
changes in gender role as women engaged in economic activities impact the relation thus often
lead to violence . These studies are based on different population sample from different states
such Kerala where there is 100 percent literacy though there is also increased report of violence
against women, and state such as Uttar Pradesh where female literacy rate is quite low and
high rate of infanticide along with violence rate though there is contradiction in the studies in
the nature of analysis it can be argued most part of India is rural though India being an diverse
and developing nation is in the process of cultural and lifestyle changes , the process of
modernity includes increased level of literacy and education for both men and women, These
cultural changes is conflicting as Shechory,M. et, al. (2009:279 )narrates that in recent decade
modern roles for women are widely accepted and women are not restricted to the household
activities but also been encouraged and motivated to accept careers outside marital relations,
since household work the family structure is still according to traditional roles, which in fact
most feminist believes than man tend to be more traditional and maintain patriarchal family

patterns.
5.3.Prevalence and consequences of gender violence

As described in the framework the lifetime spiral framework for gender violence explains the
phenomenon of violence against women related to different cycle of ages the suffering takes
place within different circumstances different stages of life, the violations of bodily right,

human rights.

Kimuna et al, 2012 presented insights from National Health Survey of 2005-2006, which focused
on 69484 ever-married women. Ages of these women range from 15 to 49 and results of this
survey showed that 31% of respondents suffered from domestic violence in past 12 months
with the rate of sexual violence being 8.3%. Due to social values working girls are always being
hesitant to talk about it. The fear factor is prevalent in case of reporting interlinked with
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sociocultural factor of victim blame, inherent in patriarchal families. Various reports claims that
it is the low caste reporting the gender violence cases on the contrary upper caste females
reports only in extreme rare cases, apart from that it is argued that it is the upper caste families

where patriarchal structures are nurtured and maintained through kinship.

Very commonly, it has been noted that violence against women is initiated within the confines
of their own homes. The scenario of women in India differs from region to region. It has been
seen that the position of women belonging to North-east Indian or Southern India is better
compared to women in other regions. Women belonging to these sectors are more involved in

the work force and active in the public domain. (George, M,S.2002)

The prejudice against women’s have lead to severe consequence as reported by Sen, 1990 the
missing children, many of female unborn children die before they even are born, such
discriminative nature of gendered belief pose serious question to teachings of historical or
religious which although have created a goddess for example Kali on the one hand and on the
other hand have stigmatized women by stratification of gender, created rituals such as
marriage with dowry leading to several 100 thousands of dowry death , restricting women with
in the household with unpaid or low wages work . All such practices is not just the end it’s the
beginning where public institutional biases have led women to live a life is complete misery
under the their own family member’s and government, a feminine poverty of patriarchy as

termed by Bloodworth (2003)

The past few years have seen a rise in the reporting of the number of violent incidents against
women. While the distribution pattern of violent crimes against women appears to be similar,

the general number of violent incident has shown a steady growth.
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6. Summary of the Thesis

Governments and other agencies including religious organizations play an important in shaping
the trends of the society. Women in India were deprived of political participation over
significant amount of time. Situation has improved due to recent developments allowing
women to participate in local body elections, Elected women representatives are given respect
and a high social status, However representation and decision-making are two different aspects
although political empowerment varies from state to state. There are few places in which there
is a clash seen between central and state governments regarding violence against women.
More efforts apart are required from government apart from writing official reports. India like
most of the world has a patriarchal society in which according to Kandiyoti(1988) is classical
patriarchy, its dowry system ,kinship arrangement and women are always subordinate to men.
These patriarchal practices are empowered by socio cultural structures and religious norms.
Hinduism the most practiced religion in Indian society in its text and teachings considers
women as property of men. They are also considered to be sexually, socially and economically
dependent on the men. Certainly there are instances where women are worshiped in shape of
goddesses in Hinduism but in either of the case women are considered as subordinate to men
or their ultimate success lies in pleasing their husbands. Thus reinforces the structural unit of
family and kinship intact, by the bargaining process of women, however there are other factors
to such as caste, class, ethnicity, though this conflict is seen in the central and state
governments too. There are several violence against women cases in which central government
considers a woman victim while state government defies that fact such as in case of Bhanvari
Devi, reflecting the institutional factor. It must be noted that in India, the social and economic
costs of reporting a violent crime are generally high, such as the case of Bhanvari Devi
emancipated life-threatening challenges with the state. Further the fact that women are
economically dependent on men, and also scared of social isolation result in women being
scared to report violence. Another cause of not reporting violent crimes is attributed to the
reluctance of police officials to register formal complaints. Further, the below-par investigative
processes and low conviction rates discourage women to file cases. This scenario can perhaps

change by altering the mechanism of how complaints are note and investigated in addition to
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strengthening the legal system. The inadequate judicial system is also a big reason for crimes
against women remaining undetected. Court cases in India are long-drawn, often running into
ten, twenty years prior to making a decision. This can be accounted to a lack of judges in the
Indian courts or loopholes in the legal system that are easily taken advantage of by the
offenders. Such long delays in the judgments often lead to victims not preferring to report the

violent cases®®.

“The handling of rape by the criminal justice system may be intimately intertwined with

the gender inequality found in patriarchal communities”(Johnson 2013:1)

It was the ruthless gang-rape of a woman in Delhi in December 2012 that forced people, the
government and the media to focus on the subject of violence against women. This incident
resulted in expression of anger and exasperation of the existing situation that permitted
individuals to carry out such ruthless attacks. Many people organized marches, vigils, etc.
demanding a change in the situation as soon as possible. Media plays an important role and is
truly considered as mirror of the society. So far Indian media has being following patriarchal
pattern set for it by men and their lobby. There is a need to discuss violence against women
issues on media and information should be given to general public regarding women rights and

legal protection available to women.

However, it is crucial to note that this problem is not a superficial one. The underlying social
structures legitimize violence with in the social norms. The problems faced by women often
encompass traditional social structure and an oppressive governmental framework, a
disorganized legal system, a weak social, political society that is extremely biased towards the

gender perception.

The patriarchal kinship arrangement to prefer boy over girls, For example the sons are
overtly preferred over daughters which has lead to steadily decline in the sex ratios the term
“Missing women” originally coined by Amartya Sen, he used it show the declining sex ratio
(no.of female per 1000) in India and China (Sen. 1990,1992), however with recent data absolute

number of missing female children have increased fourfold from 15 million to 68 million,

18 http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/of-1-lakh-pending-rape-cases-in-2012-only-14--disposed-of/1160087/ Accessed on
20™ April 2014
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missing women have gone up significantly from 13 per cent to 20 per cent (Anderson and Ray,
2012), though there are variations across the state with northern part having highest percent of
missing women. According to a recent note from Bank of America/Merrill Lynch research as

reported in The Atlantic gender imbalances can fuel conflicts and revolutions,

“There’s a close relationship between surging populations of young men and “revolutions, wars
and upheavals,” argue Ajay Kapur, Ritesh Samadhiya, and Umesha de Silva.” cited in The

Atlantic. *°

Similarly the case of India where according to NCBR 2010 there are 900 percent increases in
reporting of violence against women at the same time, as there is significant increase in male

populations due to cultural preference of male child.

However, further research is needed to verify the claims in broader context of patriarchal

norms and population boom of young men in context to violence against women in India.

7. Conclusion:

The objective of the study was to understand the factors behind increasing violence against
women in India. India like most of under developing countries has undergone modernization
process over past few years. This process in Indian history has opened new chapters and
horizons for social and economic developments in India. But on the other hand this phase has

created a conflict within the society.

The results appeared to be complex to conclude because the phenomenon of gender is not
homogenous but complex interlinked with various other problems, and this study is limited to
how it is interpreted from the sources, however the study reveals that the oppression and
violence on women in India has relationship with patriarchal nature of society historically
constructed with in the society through socio cultural practices in the Purview of Hindu culture
and in India the intense appearance of gender roles in the society was introduced by the
religion ,class and caste the significant social characteristics were used for categorizing the

people in a hierarchical social structure. The social structures of family as institutions and the

19http://www.theatlantic.com/international/a rchive/2014/03/angry-young-men-are-making-the-world-less-stable/284364/
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empowerment of women has been identified as to address the oppression in a larger
patriarchal structure that governs the community and households in much of India. However
Shiva Vanadana argues, The neoliberal reform shaped by capitalist patriarchy impacts the
culture and societal values, by excluding the people from the lower sections of the society,
particularly the women with no economic security which makes the women more vulnerable to
violence and rape (Shiva: 2013) she further says that “a culture of commodification’s creates a

culture of commodification’s”?°

The Kinship, gender roles and social organization of a society define the roles played by genders
and their respective nobilities. The preference of boys over girls have already killed millions of
girls and increasing gap in gender ratios, which have been advance with the available
technologies. Feminist theories available to address the issue of violence against women
however Violence against women was ignored on global scaled for a considerable amount of
time and this is depicted in the gender theories presented by the experts. There is a need to
empower every sector of women classes in Indian society in order to improve the situation for
coming generations. It is crucial to note that laws and law enforcement agencies alone cannot
avert incidents of crimes against women. The real requirement is as argued by most feminist is
the social revolution and change in the attitude of people to ensure that women are accorded
the respect they deserve and are provided the equal status in the true sense. This can be
achieved by education and creating opportunities irrespective to caste, sex or ethnicity.
Furthermore, the government policies and different NGOs can also play a crucial role by
bringing to public domain information related to the causes for such violence and steps that can
be taken to ensure the shattering impact of such incidents not only on women but also their

families and the community in general.

However, further research is recommended in India, a long term in-depth ethnographic
research study is recommended in India interviewing both man and women, caste, class and

the role of the sate.

20 . L. . .
http://www.yesmagazine.org/peace-justice/violent-economic-reforms-and-women
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