




















Stream

The project of opening the old @sterd stream is a project the mu-
nicipality has as one of it priorities and there have by now all
ready been made a fond to pay the expenses. One of the main goals by
opening the stream is to make a place like by the stream in Arhus,
where there during the summer is very much life along the stream
and also in the winter the stream is a nice element, but not that
much visited.

The biggest negative thing there can be said about the stream in
Arhus, is the fact that it ends in a grating just before Europa
plads. In Arhus it is not possible to make the stream going through
Europa Plads because it is one of the most trafficked areas in

rhus.

When they open the stream in Aalborg the stream will end in the
inlet and not in a grating as it is now. The stream will be re-
opened from the clothing factory Gabriel and go through the project
site, down through the Tivoli and through the square in front of
the Nordkraft building and end up dividing the square next to the
House of Music.
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One of the good things by opening the stream will be the extra “pipe”
for the rain water. Today when it is heavy rain some basements and
areas can be flooded. The stream will have a larger capacity than the
pipes under the city and therefore the rain water, there normally
ends up in the grids in the street, grids there often ends up being
filled, can go to the stream and in that way help the piping under the
city become ready for the new times with extreme whether.

The new course of the stream have been decided in the holistic per-
spective, and the idea of where it is going to go are good, because
the stream will go from wild, to city and every part of the city areas
are not alike, and they will therefore give many new impressions.

The benefit the stream gives the site are many and the most obvious
are that there will be areas close to blue and green nature. The
stream can also give a larger life of birds and fishes. The stream
area inside a knowledge exchange area can also become the new place
for events like “Universitarium” where the main theme can be water,
and the projects you can play with can be put in the water.

The fact that you also can sit with the legs in water or sit on bench-
es and study near the water gives many possibilities. The stage area
by the stream can also be seen as a place the music lectures can be
held on, or if there are a small intimae concert. But it will also
be able to have large artists like TV2 or Infernal, the only thing
there can be the limit is the amount of power they need.

The many programs wanted by the stream are all the best from the
inspiration trips to Arhus, Kolding and Vejle, three Danish cities
there all have had an old stream reopened. In Kolding they have a
stage like wooden area, where many people gather during the summer.
The streams in all cities are used as places for gatherings which are
a thing very much wanted in Aalborg, one of the main conclusions on
why the stream should be opened.

In the municipality of Aalborg the minds of the stream isn’t alike
all over, but the people against are mostly thinking of the nightmare
it will become to plan them out of the opening both with traffic when
they dig, but also how they can get free of the existing pipes.



Knowledge

The new times iIn the education world makes new
challenges in creating good working environments
for every type of study. In the 30ies and up to
about the 60ies the school was seen as a classroom
where all students got the same knowledge at the
same time. When Aalborg University was founded in
the 70ies they buried the old school where every
student worked alone on a project and only came to
lectures and didn’t do much study together.

The Aalborg model was the opposite, most of the
time was marked as group work, the projects made
during a semester are done in groups and every stu-
dent is responsible for the other group members.
The Aalborg model has since then become very popu-
lar and many times the factories, the students are
working with can use the projects afterwards or
even the extra knowledge the students have and hire
them after graduation.

Today this type of education has moved on and many
of the gymnasiums have changed their way of teach-
ing. One of the most impressing and most forward
thinking places are the @restadens gymnasium. They
have no classrooms, everything happens in the large
common area, where one part is made into an IT lab.
Most of the education is also made so it can be fol-
lowed from the laptop instead of the blackboard.

The new types of libraries are like the @restand-
ens Gymnasium, it is open structures and also with
many of the common public facilities. The libraries
today also contain areas with public computers and
wireless internet access all over the place.

The library at this spot is also going to have these
facilities, and the extra facilities with sport and
meeting gives the library more programs to keep it
alive all the day.

The gymnasiums today have in many cases become spe-
cialised but they still have to have some labora-
tory facilities. The new way of teaching also makes
the progress for the laboratories, it is wanted to
have facilities for both the experiences and the
documentation in the same room, and in best cases
as small work stations for each little group.

The pictures are showing the new type of gymnasiums
there in the progress both for gymnasiums and for
the new universities.

The planned university of Kolding are also going
to become a place with much common area, and less
small closed rooms.
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Ligth distribution

All over the site the buildings will be lighted from
beneath and downwards from the overhangs, this type
of lightning will both give much light to the street
and squares around it, but also help telling the
shapes of the buildings when it is dark.

Further more the active area has a illuminated tri-
angle there are going all the way to the street. The
internal mediated street will also in some extend
illuminate the place, but it will not be much.
Along the stream there will be lampposts for every 10
meters and they will be in one meters height, so it
does not interferes the outlook from the buildings
and squares along the stream.

This type of illuminating water areas are very used
by the Danish company Hansen og Henneberg a firm there
have specialized in enlightening city areas all over
the world. It is also them who have made the Brolan-
dingen and the Harbour front in Aalborg.

Along all the tracks there will be made lampposts of
the same type as the ones at the harbour front and
the Toldbod Plads. The benefits from these lamps are
that they can give light in many different direc-
tions at the same time and only have one post in the
ground.

At the stage area another type of lamppost are sug-
gested, they have small solar panels so they during
the day get charged and during night uses the charged
energy to lighten a place. These lamps are seen in
Arhus in the pedestrian street closest to the rail-
way station.
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Perception

In the following the project will be put iIn perspec-
tive and the different parts of the project will be in
perception in chronological order. And in the end the
concluding remarks of the entire project. The last part
will be a short summary of the project.




Approach and vision

The vision in creating a place for the institutions there is
flexible to fulfil the different types of schools and making the
area into a city area close to the stream have had an approach
in how to fulfil this.

The approach for how to Ffulfil the vision has been to incor-
porate tree different types of functions, knowledge area, an
urban flow space and a temporarily - creative cluster. The
knowledge cluster has been seen as the scholar institutions
and the library. Further more it was a good idea to make a
light house, this haven’t been done as it was seen at first,
but instead of making one spectacular building, all the build-
ings on the site are seen as light houses. The back against
Jyllandsgade are open and diffuse, and the buildings are be-
tween tree and seven floors are all special and as a whole they
look like a complex of buildings there have to be together.
The scholar institutions do also have the new tendencies in
mind, and the buildings are therefore made so they give the
users some small areas to study in, but most the times open
structures or structures with glass walls so you have the
felling of interaction with the people on the other side of
the wall.

The approach in making the knowledge area open for public and
having the buildings diffuse and open are helping the extra
benefit in getting a area for knowledge exchange, both for the
different students but also for the public.

The urban flow space are seen much in the paths between the
buildings but also in the internal street. The part of keep-
ing a few old things are kept in the arrival area as plat-
forms shaped as the old outline of the parking area, but it
is also seen in the use of the old tracks. The tracks are
giving the site a direction, and it also gives the site some
fake perspective views. These perspective views on the site
feels interesting and, the tracks invite to follow them and
in that way visit the area. The uses of different materials
are also helping underline the perspective views and also the
different programs wanted in different areas. The mediated
surfaces are seen as a good iInspiration in getting people to
exercise more. The mediated surface will therefore in periods
be a information board telling what will happen, other times
you can jump a certain place and a game of chess, Pacman or
backgammon will appear, but to move your pieces you have to
move your selves. It is seen today that the computer game Nin-
tendo Wee are popular and the kids and adults actually move
them selves when they play, which means that computer games
can be healthy. The main focus for the mediated surfaces will
therefore be to help people play and have fun with what they
area doing.

The furniture’s of the site are seen as benches maybe of old
rail parts, and in the active area and the stage the benches
are seen as the bench rows on stadiums. The height of these
will give the audience a larger view and also become useful
as a real audience place to concerts or sports events like a
skate tournament.
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The temporarily and creative cluster haven’t been the largest
focus, but the old goods terminal is also seen as a place for a
few small studios or galleries. The temporarily theme seen in
the hostel are mostly because the carriages can be transported
to other places and be enlarged when there for instance are car-
nival or tall ship race or if there is lack of apartments for
new students, they can then for the first few months live in a
carriage and have the same facilities as in a normal apartment
and maybe they even want to stay there instead of getting a real
apartment.

The part of telling a narrative to invite the people are very
clear in the many kept tracks, they can be seen from the street
and the railway station and will in many cases make people in-
terested iIn what is happening on the other side.

The stage are seen as a place people can come and use as they
want, maybe there will be a large garden party here, or the shops
or institutions have hired a band to come and entertain. The
extra thing iIs that the stage can get partly covered and also
has electrical facilities. This is helping the students, because
they then can bring their laptop and sit on the stage studying
in groups or alone.

Conce

The concept ofFaetting the knowledge area be incorporated in a
public domain is in my mind fulfilled because the area is enhanc-
ing the students and people in general to interact with each
other and the theory of public domains, are saying that a public
domain is when the users of the space are interacting and not
only walking by each other.

The purpose in getting to the space is also important, when peo-
ple have a purpose in going to a site it is easier to make them
interact with others. The purpose in this site is the library and
the schools, the library is seen as the one in the centre there
either have one more location or that they just move to this
site, instead of the place they have today, a location there is
a little awkward and hided behind dominating walls.

Methodology

The methodology in making the life come before the rest is re-
ally good, and by using this method you end up seeing thing there
often would have been overlooked.

But there are also things there are making the methodology a bit
hard to use, it is especially if you have a site with almost
nothing to relate to, then you need to make some decisions in
what should be your boundaries. The process of making the bound-
aries have been hard in this project because there are not that
many building to relate to, but there are many historical tracks
that | wanted to keep, but they could easily end up making the
site useless iIf there were too many tracks.

The experiences 1 have got by using this methodology are very
good, and 1 would gladly use it again, and because | have tried
using it once now, it would be easier next time.
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Design

The design process has in this project been a bit confusing. For
a long time 1 didn’t want to make any boundaries or move any
tracks, in the end 1 removed most the tracks, but I also added a
good amount, so the track could go all the way down to the street
Jyllandsgade. The tracks does also have a new function, bridges,
you can only come across the stream by using the tracks, this
give some areas with bridges close to each other and other places
there are longer between the bridges, but there is not more than
200 meters when they are most apart.

In the beginning the buildings to be added was seen as organic
shapes, but after trying to make this in 3d the idea was aban-
doned, then the organic shapes became ellipses and circles but
they didn’t work either, and they was also very hard to place.
The reason why the organic shapes were tried out was because of
the nice curvy elevated street, Dag Hammerskjgldsgade and the
shape the tracks made. In the end the choice fell on geometric
squares twisted and turned to make an interesting building.

The redesign of the goods terminal have in some extent become a
secondary product, and the activities there are going to be there
are chosen, but how to layout the interior haven’t been done,
which could have been a good idea, so that we could get an idea
of how it would look like.

The choice of only designing a small part of the area has been
good for the city life, because the entire site is as large as
the inner city. A new development of an area in this size will
end up being awkward and in the end it will feel empty for people
because the area is so large. It will also be strange to have a
new developed area there is as large as the city all done at the
same time, IFf it is developed over time, the citizens will start
using the one part and then move along with the development. The
over time planning can also be good, if new designs should be
tried out, because If the entire site has one design then if it
doesn’t work, then you have to redesign all the area, and not
only a small part. And maybe the typologies of the buildings can
change a bit so all the facades don’t look alike, like for in-
stance BoOl1l in Malmo.

The i1deas for the type of life there should be on the site have
been the same for most the project, but in the end some of the
functions have become a less iImportant programme, for instance
the indoor sports, the building where they have been located are
large enough for a handball field, but the height might not be
the best.

Other functions in the knowledge area have got more space than
needed, but because the schools might grow or others also wants
to join the space will in the end be used.



But is it possible for the different schools to have some common
classrooms and be common about the different buildings?

The type of schools there are going to be here are mostly schools
with no special needs, like kitchen facilities if the chefs edu-
cation should be here. The main type of special rooms there are
going to be are IT facilities, lab facilities for the chemistry
and physics lectures, but also things like a studio for editing
movies or making design. A studio for design will however be able
to adapt and can also change into a normal classroom.

To make it work, the administration from the different educa-
tions have to agree in how to use the rooms, and have all the
schedules made so the chemistry lab doesn’t need to serve two
different classes, but then again if it is possible for the two
educations to have the same type of lecture, then why not have
it if the facilities have enough capacity. In that way the teach-
ers can help each other, and maybe they only need two chemistry
teachers instead of fife, this means that one teacher can do what
he or she do best, instead of having other lectures in areas they
don’t have specialized in.

In the end the campus area can work as one institution and help
each other, so all have a winning situation.

Concluding remarks

The vision in making a knowledge area with capacity in Ffulfilling
all needs of the institutions is a good vision, but has it been
fulfilled? Is the area useful for all types of institutions there
will be here. Another thing is, are the different institutions
ready for common facilities?

The new campus area will give each education more room, the amount
of square meters the municipality are planning on placing here is
about 80,000 square meters in total for the entire site, with the
functions office, housing and knowledge, not just the part 1 have
designed. The amount of square meters | have places here are al-
most 52,000 square meters without the transportable hostel, where
the 32,000 square meters are designed for the knowledge area, as
a comparison is Bispensgade only covering 45,000 square meters.
The question on how the institutions are ready for the common
facilities can only be answered by trying it out. There are in-
stitutions today where the new way of teaching is working, but so
far the different types of institutions in a new type of teaching
are not connected in the same building complexes, but 1 think it
is Important to try it out, because there can also be many ben-
efits to gain from the differences in each education.
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' Summar

| The project “fol:g; the tracks — developing an old industrial |
site in Aalborg” is my master thesis from Aalborg University,

| architecture and design department, with specialization in Ur- |
ban Design.

| The vision for the area has been: “How to create a place for |
scholar institutions with flexibility to fulfil all the wishes

| from the schools, and also to create a well functioning city |
area close to the stream with possibilities in making knowledge

| exchange.” |

| The site of the project is very important historical because |
this site has never been part of the city, even though it is lo-

| cated in the city. The former programmes in the site have been |
dangerous and therefore a place closed for public.

| Today the municipality of Aalborg wants to give the citizens |
this area back, and make it even better by open the old @sterd

| stream across the site and make the area the new campus for non- |
university educations.

| To try Tulfilling all the wishes a design methodology has been |
used.

| The methodology there has been used is taking the life before |
space and buildings. By using this methodology the life in the

| area will hopefully be rich and diverse in the use and the us- |
ers.

| The project does also focus in making a lighthouse to drag peo- |
ple in, the lighthouse iIn this cases is a public library with

| facilities for meetings, IT and sports. This mix of functions |
and the mix of educations there want to be here will in the end

| make a diversity in the users. The diversity of users can also |
be the magnet needed to drag even more people to the site and

| make it more public and in time also make the entire area a pub- |
lic domain.

l To try keeping some of the old history an old goods terminal l
| have been restored and reused, but many of the old tracks are |
also kept and extended to make the history more clear and to
| make guides for which direction to go. The use of mediated sur- |
faces are also seen as a positive thing in making people know
| the area, maybe the street are having an exhibition where pic- |
tures from the old times are displayed in the street, and sup-
| plied by an guide from the museum to tell about the city. |

| The overall vision in designing a new campus area have been a |
success, but the educations also need to be open minded to make
| it work, the educations are now not having their own building |
any more, they are sharing the buildings with the other educa-
| tions, this can in the end be difficult, but they can also benefit |
from it.
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