






















































































































































































































































































Regional Plan of 1973. (Gaardmand) Development of the Køge Bay area. (Gaardmand)

A new regional planning document, the Principskitse of 1960, responded to this growing 

pressure on the urban areas and the increasing population. The Principskitse proposed 

a transformation of the original Finger Plan towards a polycentric structure with the 

challenging the classical suburban structure of solely residential communities. (Munch-

Pedersen, p. 79)

the Principskitse was the prevailing views at the time that growth would generate growth, 

(Gaardmand, p. 114)

namely the planning of the Køge Bay area. With a special planning committee and even 

the enactment of a particular Køge Bay law, the planning of this area was extremely 

as a motorway in connection with a network of roads and paths. The S-train station 

would in this way become natural centres in the urban structure regarding programmes 

and density. An expected 150 000 inhabitants would live in the area distributed in 10 

enclaves. The development of the Køge Bay area went somewhat as planned, although 

in the process, and the railway to Køge was not fully complete until 1983. (Thelle, pp. 333 - 334; 

one of these enclaves, in this case the suburb of Greve. Until this time, Greve was known 

With plans for a suburb not yet fully constructed and a lack of public transport in the 

way saw themselves as pioneers. Examples of life in the suburb of Greve describe how 

families helped each other with childcare, carpool and shopping, and people recall the 

spirit of these early years where the area perhaps resembled allotment gardens more 

than a coming suburbia.

With the full development of Greve this spirit slowly vanished. Copying infrastructural 

principles from overseas examples of garden cities, Greve was praised for it road and 

the growth of the areas, however, many of these hedged and gloomy paths began to 

represent a feeling of unsafety and precautions instead. 

- 40)

Generally, the overall planning of Greve has been a quite cluttered process. Plans were 

initiated in 1966 for a comprehensive plan for Greve Strandby, these including a number 

never directly rejected, this plan was also never realised. A series of events, the municipal 

In the mean time entrepreneurs disrupted the plan by building detached housing in the 

middle of the plan, this repeating itself a number of times. So in spite of a visionary and 

comprehensive plan for Greve, the result has been an unplanned patchwork of a town 

only driven by political constraint and market forces. (Thelle, pp. 344 - 347)
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This tendency, to a greater or lesser extent, is general for the whole planning of the 

process. Pedestrian paths will not be accepted by the residents if the adjacent grounds, 

houses and hedges do not support the overall idea to of creating safe routes. The interplay 

between large and small scales, of plan and architecture, was thus forgotten.

growth and expansion is thus marked by doubts as to the success of suburbia.

housing estates with detached single-family houses and prefabricated high-rise estates, 

life in harmony with nature, while the high-rise estates built on the notion of functionalist 

the surroundings. One major reason for this failure to combine countryside with city was 

a lack of both public and private facilities for the inhabitants. (The new suburb

2001)

At a regional scale a new planning document was enacted, the Regional Plan of 1973. 

This plan was again an attempt to control the sprawl of the urban areas by proposing 

areas and infrastructure. This linear city structure was to be supported by four urban 

centres that could relieve the pressure on Copenhagen and the transport systems.

Copenhagen, but still maintaining the overall structure of green wedges and the 

communities structured along the S-train line. The plan was to be executed in several 

version. (Munch-Pedersen)

The 1973 plan marked a transitional period from the explosive growth of the modernistic 

FROM “MORE CITY” TO “IMPROVED CITY” 1975 – 1992
Times were changing in Danish planning, which was especially apparent in 

around 15 000 in 1992. This stagnation was pivotal for planning tendencies to 
follow. 

The initial doubts surrounding suburban areas continued, which were now the predominant 

housing typologies in Denmark with approximately 75 % of the Danish population living in 

suburbs in 1993. (Strømstad, p. 9) This tendency started with the range of new environmental 

demolition of old city districts. The term suburbia was losing its positive meaning, now 

on the historical city, and a rediscovery of the inner-city and its values was taking place. 

in the hope of also returning the social patterns and production methods characteristic 

of cities in the past. The low-rise high-density buildings became a popular new building 

typology which attempted to recreate the qualities of older city districts in new development 

areas, often located in the outskirts of more traditional suburban areas. 

in 1986 and became the foundation for a completely new township around the station. 

(Marcussen, pp. 8 - 12)

block made up its components and an attempt to mix residential and commercial areas. 

Inspiration had been drawn from the old Danish market towns with regard to building 
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businesses in the town, it was hoped that the inhabitants would choose to work close their 

home and in this way the commuter tendency could be lessened. This was a reaction 

against the seemingly uncontrolled former expansion of the city into the landscape 

which had created areas that were neither city nor land, and it was hoped that the future 

from modernistic expansion to the renaissance of the classical city. (

Kvorning, p. 41)

In regional planning, this perception was manifested in the 1989 Regional Plan. This 

new plan had in fact developed from the Regional Plan Supplements, regionplantillæg, 

in 1982 and 1985 that followed the 1973 Plan. Although meant as a way of detailing and 

supplementing the 1973 Plan, they in fact began to diverge a great deal from its original 

ideas. This called for a new plan altogether, resulting in the Regional Plan of 1989, which 

stayed true to the overall ideas of the Finger Plan. The plan put focus on the principle 

of station proximity and the importance of increasing density and business programmes 

near the train stations. The chairman of Capital Council at the time stated that the motto of 

attitude towards growth, the decreasing population growth and the consequential falling 

pressure on the city. 

regional planning was thus to be commenced by the local counties and municipalities.

SUSTAINABILITY AND EXPERIENCE  1992-TODAY

in suburban areas once again picked up, prices were rising and new houses 
were built. This has been a continuing drive, and ownership of house with a 
garden is today attractive for many families. In fact, tendencies over the last 
couple of years are characterised by complaints of too few houses for sale, 
that prices are too high and a lack of building sites in the metropolitan region of 
Copenhagen.

In relation to this tendency of renewed suburban interest, new planning ideals have also 

been formulated, now taking their point of departure in suburban dynamics instead of 

turning their back on them. 

wild and artistic experiments their way. This deconstructive period has been followed by 

a more pragmatic planning approach, which takes it point of departure in contemporary 

urban settings, such as the now dominating suburban structure.

competition, 2001)

A number of new layers have now been added to the planning tendencies governing in 

Danish society, these namely concentrating on environmental considerations, experience 

design and a renewed focus on consumption, this time in the form of lifestyles and identity. 

These are the new dynamics of planning and of the real estate market, the forces and 

rationales which, like history has shown, will have a physical manifestation on the city 

where the potential lies. Consequently, new approaches to planning of the contemporary 

more diagrammatic and open-ended dynamic approaches, thus entailing potentials for 

rethinking and reshaping the traditional Danish suburban structure.  
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The Regional Plan of 1989. (Gaardmand)
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