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1 Prospects for the white tribe: the future of the
1 Afrikaner people in South Africa

[
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e all presented to the American Renaissance conference in the
RAPPORT 4 Hyatt Dulles Hotel, near Washington on 25 February 2006
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s Ficue T,
T o o Time n 1977 et desanated the o Gure
Aikcnes pacple s o “whia rbe"

5 1 was given the opportunity to change the
& title of this topic but I have preferred not to, {RyHA= TNy 4
7 even though I do not think that South SAUTNFR G
4 African whites in general or the Afrikaer, -
9 people in particular are a tribe. Rather, as [ 4
10 have suggested in my essay published in
] American Renaissance in May/June 2004,
1 which was_reprinted in_my book 7he|
3 Scourge of the ANC, Afrikaners are a |l

“eultural nation of the European type'
# "During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, they went through a
i great Romantic movement, a flowering of literature, translations,
17 music and historical reflection that bound them into (such a
18 nation)."

15 However, upon accepting the challenge of this topic, T was
2 presented with one further dilemma: what o wear. These days in
22 South Afica, the motley collection of people occupying the beautiul
2 Cape Dutch building in Cape Town that used to be our Parliament
33 often arrive in tribal dress for the annual opening, brandishing
4 clubs and spears. We call these knobkieries and assegais. In coming
35 1o talk to you about our “tribe”, T would therefore also have to
. appear in ribal dress. What does Afrikaner tribal dress look like?
31 After thinking about it long and hard, I have decided that I should at
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8 least wear a three-piece suit. As you an see, I have also consulted
36 my local witch~doctor who has furnished me with charms called
% cuf-links to prolect me from the bad spirits at this conference.

FleopeTent 3
“The Unlon Bullding n Pretoris, sest of government, now ccupied by the Xhess trbe

% Nowadays on the internet one may look on a site such as Google
41 Earth at satellite images of various monuments in the world: the
3 Eiffel Tower, London Bridge, Manhattan Island, as well as our seat
% of government, the Union Building in Pretoria. Not so long ago 1

spent a whole day in Pretoria with a magazine photographer who
% was taking pictures of me, one of those faintly embarassing
3 moments when 1 as a grey-haired middle-aged male have to pose
3 like a nubile female model of twenty. The photographer concerned
34 was of a certain type: equally middle-aged but dressed like a
40 teenager and professing what she thought were artistic views on
41 polities, a Kind of predictable liberalism in the American sense. She
43, welcomed black rule in South Africa, considered crime and violence
45 a passing blip on the upward slopin chart of optimism regarding
44 the formation of one multiracial, multicultural nation in South
45 Africa where, to quote Samora Machel, the former communist
4 president of neighbouring Mogambique, "for the nation to live, the
4{ tribe must dic”.

4¢ In South Africa, there can be 1o doubt as to which tribe must die. As
49 far as 1 know, the term "white tribe” was first used by Time
¢ magazine to refer o my people in 1977, after which David Dimbleby
51 of the BBC made a four-part series in 1979 entitled "The White
£ Tribe of Africa’. The notion must have met with universal acclaim,
5 for in the same year Dimbleby's film received the Supreme
54 Documentary Award of the Royal Television Society. Since the late
55 scventics the expression has become something of a commonplace,
56 and of course it is intended as a pejorative lerm, to ridicule us;
5% “tribes” are after all backward peoples, lacking in civilization.

b ieore
BRI ¢ e s
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e
o ofthe non Bundin, from the mapazine Tasig

However, s T continued to gaze at the exposed abdomen of my
hipster-wearing, politeally correct photographer, I finally could not
help passing a few ironic comments on her stercotypical views. As
we stood at the Union Buildings I mused aloud, 'T wonder what the
people who buil these buildings would have thought today if they
Tmew that a few tribal chiefs almost one thousand miles from here,
buddling around their campfire outside their huts would come to
& Pretoria in eighty years' time and forever subjugate their
£ descendants to rule by their tribe, the Xhosa."
ficore 5

FIGURE TexT S
(our s caneuors: Winnle 30d RoWiisia Handela, with Jo Siovo s pentieman
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Foct: Bath tha bulaing and the docersiion s trsqtionsiy he reaponsisiy of

Nt/ e omentan.c. 5=/ tapice bt

€7 As 1 shall argue, South Africa is not just a story of one tribe
€5 conquering another, as the BBC or Time would have it. The greatest
€9 Xhosa chief in history, Rohlihlala Mandela, sometimes referred to
o as Nelson, did not just outwit FW de Klerk, the last white president
71 of South Africa 1o subjugate South African whites to the most
7. draconian regime of race preference the world has ever scen, taking
73 the form of institutionalised anti-white racism and even "racial
T4 revenge as a left-wing French journalst (Stephen Smith) has quite
75 rightly called the continuing calamity of farm murders. The BEC's
% dliché, "the white tribe, has been followed by other slogans
77 regularly chanted in South Africa, such as "Kill a Boer, kill a farmer”
75 or the charming one recently coined by the so-called Pan-African
14 Students Movement of Azania (PASMA): "Kill all whites, English
& and Afrikaans", chanted on 19 February 2005.
Flaufe FA
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8l However, and notwithstanding the vicious social violence raging in
82 our country every day where innocent people are attacked in
8% supermarkets, shopping centres, in their cars, in their homes and on
64 the street, on farms and on university campuses, it may not even be
& necessary to "kl all whites, English and Afrikaans” as the enquiring
8 young minds of PASMA have suggested in their innocent
51 celebration of African solidarity. For the system of institutionalised
85 anti-white racism designed by South Africa’s ANC, with some help
59 from Western governments, think tanks and aid agencies, is 5o
% beautiful and so effective that whites will voluntarily disappear by
51 committing demographic suicide.

92. Demographic suicide
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FiGuRE TEXT 3
The Gemographic resd since 1668 when whiles and blacks were more o les at
Pari n S VaS, underpopantad coumtey beice the stz of Framce.

95This point was brought home to me at the end of last year by an
9 article in the Afrikaans fnancial weeKly, Finweck (30 November
45 2005). Entitled "Wittes 4l meer ultgedun. Die produkticfste
G segment van die bevolkingsgroep word al hoe Kleiner" (Whites
41 thinned out even more. The most produetive segment of this
4 population group is getting increasingly smaller), it summarises
54 research showing the following: because of the ANCS race
190 preference programme, young whites, unable to find jobs, are
10(leaving the country in droves. Up to 800 000 of them have gone
1¢2 overseas since 1991. However, these same young people between the
165 ages of 20 and 40 are of course the ones who will be fathers and
10 mothers to the next generation of white South Africans. With their
10 children born outside the country, the demographic cffect on the
0t remaining white population is simply devastating.

16) French author Jean Raspail has referred to the "demographic crash
10 of the West". If the West s expericncing a demographic crash, we
109 are facing a Great Crash of 1929 induced by the ANC's race laws. As
6 the article in Finweek argues, the current generation of while men
111 between the ages of 40 and 60 represent most of South Africas
{12 intellectual capital. The average age of a South African civil engineer
113 is 60. As only 2% of South African chartered accountants are black
{1 (a term which includes Indians and mixed-race Coloureds), it is
15 feared that the steady stream of departing young accountants will
. cause a collapse of the financial system in the not too distant future.

17 Afrikaner negatives
4 Apart from negative demographics as a result of a low birth-rate
13 and racially induced emigration, Afrikaners arc up against the
120 Tollowing:

191 - Language discrimination with the object of destroying the
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122 Afrikaans language, the main source of cohesion among Afrikaners
123 who represent 60% of the white population.

a4 - An effective tax rate of ver 60% whereby wealth and income are
Jas  transferred from us to the Afro-Saxon clite mainly composed of the
12 ruling Xhosss. As we are dependent on private security services,
137 health care and schooling funded from after-tax money, the ones
(2 who still work have beconie a "working poor” by Western standards
{29 and the unemployed or under-employed ones have formed a new
3% class of "poar whites", educated and economically employable but
(5 unemployable in terms of ANC race laws.

(33« So-called "land reform" whereby 30% of the country’s land will
133 be tuned over 1o blacks. As only 12% of South Africa is really
13 suitable for farming, this could mean that most, if not al, farmland
135wl either be bought up with public funds or expropriated and given
154 to blacks in a repeal of what happened in Zimbabwe, with the
137 difference that the South African economy is not nearly as
134 dependent on agriculture as that of Zimbabwe.

139 - New gun laws intended to disarm whites so that they will not be
#40 ble 10 defend themsclves against future confiscation of assets
/¢, during "Tand reform”, and to stave off a future revolt of desperate
13 whites unable to work or trade anymore as a result of the race laws.

(43 Blacks used 1o complain about apartheid, but apart from the Group
{4 Areas Act restrieting them to certain arcas, there were no real
I restrictions placed on black mobility or economic activity. On the
It contrary, black ecnomic activity was eneouraged and subsidised in
/7 the quasi-independent homelands in the forlorn hope that blacks
(4 would migrate away from white areas if given their own economic
149 Kickstart, In addition, black education and healtheare were almost
15 entirely funded by the white taxpayer so that apartheid could be
(5} seen as a kind of intemal foreign aid system, as opposed to the
15 external aid provided by the developed countries lo most sub-
153 Saharan African states.

{54 In contradistinction, the ANCs system of "transformation”
155 represents blatant anti-white racism, with a plethora of laws
¥ restricting white_education, ability to trade, access to_capital,
1_ownership of land and other assels. Tn fact, apar from anti-Jewish
158 measures during the 19305 in Nazi Germany, T am unaware of a
159 similar system of systemic ethnic and linguistic discrimination in
oo modern times, 1 have made a brief and non-exhaustive list of race
Ul laws currently in force in South Africa. Please note the Orwellian
& euphemisms ‘used to disguise the ANC's arsenal of anti-white
163 legislation:

1t . Public Service Act Proclamation 103 of 1994
15 Labour relations Act 10 66 of 1995
{io - South African Police Service Act no 68 of 1995
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AT - Employment of Educators Act 1o 76 0f 1998
I+ Employment Equity Actno 55 0f 1998
6 - Higher Education Act 101 of 1997
{70 National Sport and Recreation Act 1o 110 f 1998
17y - National Empowerment Fund Act 1o 105 of 1998
{72+ Marine Living Resources Act no 18 of 1098
113+ Broad-Based black economic empowerment Act no 53 0f 2003
{74 Pretroleum products Ammendment act 1o 58 of 2003
115+ National Gambling Aet no 7 0 2004

{6 The Employment Equity Act probably represents the cornerstone of
177 these race laws. It Sets up a racial classification system in which
{75 whites arc on the botiom rung, Indians and Coloureds in the middie
171 and black Africans on top. In practice it prohibits banks and other
(5% large companies from employing young whites and aims to make all
151 private corporations "demographically representative", i. whites
(83 may not aceupy more than % of posts. As the while demographic
{555 crash continues, white.participation in the formal economy will
184 eventually sink to zero.

note that apart from these explicilly racial laws
inating againsl whiles, there exists also a myriad of
\{7 regulations, so-called economic “charters” and unofficial practices
{85 that curtail while cconomic activity, employment and access to
159 capital. Even small and family businesses are now being targeted.
1 Such businesses will not be able to sell their goods and services to
{1 any large corporation, let alone the government, and will be denied
164 access fo bank credil if they do not have black partners who must
1o 0wn at least half of their firms.

[ The racial scorecard

165 There exists a racial scorecard that is widely applied in private firms
\% and government departments t0 value employees:

V9T . Black female 6 points

198+ Black male 5 points

199+ Coloured or Indian female 4 points
JCL o Coloured or Indian male 3 points

3G\ o Handicapped white female 2 points
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2¢3 + White female 1 point

@05, White male o points
Flaure o FiouRe TELT 98

44 "The French philosopher and commentator Alain Finkielkraut was
@05 absolutely right when he said last year that "... the lofty idea of *the
ck war on racism’ was gradually turning into a hideously false ideclogy.
¢7 And this anti-racism will be for the 21st century what communism
2.0 was for the 20th century. A source of violence."

3¢5 Probably the most violent country in the world

.10 South Africa under ANC rule has attained the dublous distinction of
2\( being the most violent country in the world. A recent advertisement
1. on siate television stated that 2000 women were raped in South
13 Africa every day. We have more than 50 000 annual homicides. On
5 the other hand, violence may be a symptom of totalitarian societies
415 but it is not the only symptom, The comparison vith communism is
At even more apposite in other ways.

V7 Reported murders per 100 0002

Q1% 1 Hondurs (154.02)
A South Africa (12191)
26 Swaziland (93.32)
A1 Colombia (69 98)
238 Lesotho (S041)

33 Rwanda (45 08)

55 Jamaica (37.21)
05 i Salvador (36.88)
5L Venezuela (33 20)
33 Bolivia (31.98)
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FURE TEXT
'rh< horribty tortured s matiatod corpees of Arikanes farmers currently being
i e ek s koot comemertetors have designaied = “genocid’

435 Transformation: could the South African revolution be
200 exported?

2% As 1 stand here before you, my greatest fear is not that my people o
%3  my language will become extinct, tha the Western civilisation that
37 we have created over 350 years on the southern tip of Africa will be
235 Tost, however real and pressing those fears might be. My biggest fear
3% s that the South African revolution of 1994 will be cxported
2% elsewhere, just ke the Russian revolution of 1917 was extended to
33 other parts of the globe, to China, Cuba, parts of Asia, Alfica and
531 Latin America. Many intellectuals supported communism in the
%% twentieth century. Its influence extended to universities, the media,
3% culture and the very way we look at ourselves, The cgalitarian
340 extromism of communism is not dead; it has simply
| metamorphosed into a new life<ycle, from being class-based to
293 race-based. In post-1994 South Africa we have the most radical
24% expression of this new biological communism going by the ominous
244 name of "transformation”. There can be no doubt tht the ultimate
345 aim of South Africa’s current rulers is 10 eradicate all forms of what
2 they term “whiteness" from our country, to change all names of
37 fowns and cities that we have founded, to rewrite and to falsify
34 history so that it would scem that we never existed.

249 The South African revolution uses the same methods as
2% communism to cffect a far-reaching ehange permeating every level
351 of sotiely, including government at the national, provincial and
2. municipal level, corporations, media, the legal system, the family,
27 language and culture, even science. To give you an inkling of how
254 pervasive the ideological control of transformation extends even
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beyond govemnment: every sizeable private company has a
"transformation_department” thal vets all appointments, even
orders from outside suppliers 1o make sure that whiles are
systematically disadvantaged and_ultimately reduced to being
beggars al the gates. As a matler of course, blacks are paid higher
salaries and may charge higher prices for their goods.

el South Africa used to have one of the most independent, efficient
a2, and professional legal systems in the world, based on Roman Dutch
b law and English common law. Judges were sacrosanct and could
351 only be removed from office by a two-thirds majority in parliament.
@& Recently the Chief Justice of the Cape Division, John Hiope,
3 referred to an Afiikaner advocate as, and pardon the verbatim
31 quote, "a piece of white shit that should go back to Holland". In
25 order to "transform” the legal system and get rid of white judges, a
461 political court has been appointed above all others knovm as the
7 Constitional Court. Apart from functioning as an ultimate court of
2 appeal able Lo overturn most judicial decisions, it also functions as a
7 kind of communist night school where seminars on history and
273 human rights are held so s to give official ideology the authority of
&7 judical blessing,

75 The totalitarian _tendency towards brainwashing the entire
27 population extends to schools, universities and especially private
377 corporations. Employees are subjected Lo so-called *diversity
275 training” where they arc taught to respect African culture and to
41 despise Western culture as being racis, elitist and colonialist, One
20 of the most powerful Coloured intellectuals in the country (prot.
551 Jakes Gerwel) stated that “the European remaissunce led to
2z, apartheid” with the implication that all Western culture since 1492
2. should be eradicated just like apartheid was eradicated.

38 Living in South Africa today, it is easy 1o become a pessimist. To
85 most concerned oulsiders, our situation must look hopeless: we are
456 outnumbered, our leaders have betrayed us, the formerly
37 Nationalist Afrikaans press has become more liberal than the New.
429 York Times or the London Guardian and the whole world seems to
a8 support black South Africa in s relentless Cold War against whites.

0 However, in our very hopelessness might lie our salvation. For
24 perhaps the first time since the Renaissance, a white, Western
‘245 nation af several million people has become a real underdog, being
43 dominated by - of all people - black Africans. Surely this David and.
274 Goliath struggle, one on which our very existence depends, will
245 excite the imagination of the world?

& Four pillars of Western civilization: European, North
1 American, Australian, Southern African

48 As T have said elsewhere, there are four European ot white
2% civilisations that came about during our time of scientific,
200 intellectual and geographic discovery from the fifteenth to the
ol twenticth centuries: the European,” the North American, the
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452 Australian and the African with its centre in Southem Africa,
3 especially the area around Johannesburg and Preloria wher two
5 million whites still live, speaking English and Afrikaans. In the
205 uncompromising, cruel and unjust campaign to uproot us from our
@b fatherland, exemplified by Robert Mugabe's anti-white land grab
31 proguanins s e ANCE sytem of sl demiatie, wesee the
%5 "beginning of the end" for Western man itself. The nightmare of all
26l Europeans worldwide must be that the South African revolution
O should be extended internationally where the 800 million or so
40 whites would be required to fund a welfare state for Africa, Latin
%42 America and South Asia. President Thabo Mbek of South Africa has
0% already hinted during the United Nations World Conference Against
54 Racism in 2001 that the success of the South African experiment
315 should lead to the eradication of what e calls "global apartheid".
it One imagines that under "global post-apartheid” billions of poor
311 Africans, Latin Americans and Asians could direetly control the
18 savings and industrial capacity of the West.

319 Decline of the West

420 Is South Africa but the overture of a grand opera that is still to

1 follow, leading to the dispossession of whites in Australia, North
2 America and Europe?
(S

dauec i &

FfeuRe TEXT ||
Niskzache and Spengies foressw the “Untergang des Abeodiandes”

Nietusche, Spengler and others foresaw a time when the will of "the
creative minority”, to use Arnold Toynbee's term, would dissipate, a
time when the herd and its values would be victorious. Toynbee
called it a “falure of nerve?. Spengler spoke about the decline of the
West, Der Untergang des Abendlandes, as a phenomenon not so
much “limited in time and space”, but as a “philosophical problem
that, when comprehended in all its gravity, includes within itself
430 every great question of Being.” (Spengler 2000: 3)

%30 Interestingly, Spengler claims not to study history as a series of
60 causes and effeets in the traditional sense. According to bim, “what
343 concerns us is not what the historical facts which appear at this or
271 that time are, per se, but what they signify, what they point to, by
%55 appearing.” The fact that we suffered a diplomatic defeat against
33, the African nationalists of the ANC in 1994 led to a revolution in
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331 South Africa but that did not immediately have an impact on
24 Europe or North America.

32) However, it might be - and I am increasingly becoming convinced of
{0 this — that South Africa is but the overture of a grand opera that is
21 still to follow, leading to the dispossession of whites in Ausiralia,
242 North America and the very origin of our type and civilization,
4> Burope itself

| That is why the plight of Afrikaners and white South Africans

concerns not just us, but you as well. Many of our people think that
76 they can buy time or run away from the problem by emigrating o
47 Australia, North America or Western Europe. Ultimately, however,
iy there is no escape as events over the last few months and years have
f) made clear, portending a worldwide clash of civilizations in which
50 the European, the white, will be targeted and made to submit (o the
%\ demographic power of Africa, Latin America, India and southern
352 Asia. The French riots or the furore over the Danish cartoons
Sryrepresent outbreaks of anti-white sentiment that will increase in
5 scope and ferocity over the coming years.

26k In my book The Scourge of the ANC, T have called the current South
3L Africansystem a *perversion of the Western democratic idea.
351 Increasingly, the UN and the third-world lobby - often led by South
%5 Alrica’s black rulers - would like 1o see an extension of the South

55) African systom where mumbers alone would consttute the key Lo all
3. political power. Already in my country we live, not n a “democracy”,
| butin a “demography”.

e Apart from the institution of a racial census in 1994 to determine
363 who should hold power, the South African revolution was founded
364 on a double betrayal: the betrayal of South African whites by their
Western kin who actually wanted to see them subjugated by
&b Africans, as well as the betrayal of the Afrikaners by their own.
1 leaders who blindly accepted the worst possible outcome which
3§ would completely dispossess whites and make them effectively
265 foreigrers in the land of their birth. Betrayal by one's own is worse
1o than defeat by one’s enemy. Cicero may already have said this, butit
11 bears repeating.

ke T Eicuze
FAElin E bt e foote and evem the

the traor appesrs no traso; he apeaks I the|
et familiar 1o Wi victing, and he wears
e taca an their garments and he appesis to
the basencas tha fes desp in the hearts o sl

= Cicero, Speach to the Roman Senate
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372 An Afrikaner liberation programme

573 Like most Westerers, we tend to analyse and theorize a lot. We do
74 nol just act on blind intuition, grab a knife and rush out to kill the
%% nearest black in a mob while chanting, "Kill all blacks, kill all
51 Laffirs”, like blacks are wont to o Lo whites. But theory can also
77 preven!_action. That is why we must have a highly practical
%515 approach to our liberation struggle. Here are my proposals for an
76 Afrikaner liberation struggle:

25 1. Pring the majority of Afrikaner cultural organisations together

451 in an Afkaner Council which would demand self-
a8 determination from black South Africa under the slogan "five
33 percent of the land for five percent of the people”. (In this
564 respect we are already hali-way there as dozens of Afrikaner
355 organisations have expressed a need for solidarity over the
3EC past few months and informal talks toward unity have been
351 goingon)

3#& 2. Slarl a mainstream Afrikaans-language daily newspaper to
38 counter government and corporate propaganda maintaining
3% that we should accept subservience, daily violence and
Fl lawlessness, as well as racial domination and dispossession.
3@ According to my caleulations, such a newspaper could have a
2a3  circulation of 100 000 within one year, would cost about R0
Sl million or S8 million to set up and would eventually show an
5% annual after-tax profit of a similar amount (8 million).
3 Altemately, an intemet daily could be set up for much less and
547 also exert much influence.

3% 3. Publicise the plight of white South Africans worldwide, with
3% an emphasis on the violence, injustice and anti-racist racism
400 that we are sulfering from. Let post-apartheid South Africa
461 become a rallying point for whiles in Europe (including
461 Eastern Europe), North America and Australia/Nevr Zealand,
403 just like the anti-apartheid movement and its vicious
44 oxaggerations served 1o bolster the Third World and
4c5  international anti-white movement. Up to a million of our
dct people already live exemplary fives in exile all over the
407 Western world, obeying the law and making productive
408 contributions 1o their respective societies. Most of them are
<<% not there by choice, but have been driven from their country
4o by violence and race laws. Once our movement takes shape,
41 they will influence public opinion in their countries of
41 residence.

45 4. Overturn the academic and media propaganda portraying
44 whiles as ovil, moncy-grabbing colonialists whose only
415 contribution to the world was slavery, racism and exploitation
4l of innocent natives. The recent and controversial law in
A1 Trance requiring schoolteachers Lo stress the positive side of
“1§  Erench colonialism is a step in the right direction. However,
4)q just think of the effect on the anti-white movement if we could
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420 overtum the international propaganda victory around
43(  apartheid! Many le, including most _Afrikaner
43, intellectuals, think this is impossible, but in my opinion the
413 other side has overplayed its hand in portraying us as rabid
434 Nazis having committed a so-called "crime against humanity™
45 on South African blacks. George Orwell's dictum, that "In a
%5 time of universal deceit - telling the truth is a revolutionary
43%  act”should inspire usall

408 5 We must set ourselves clear targets against which to measure

42g  our progress. A suggested date for our secession from black
436 South Africa would be 31 May 2011, just over five years from.
43 now. Imagine the repercussions of our decolonisation from

450 African rule where our right to govem ourselves as a
435 predominantly white nation will be interationally recognised,
4% as opposed to the international imposition of black rule we
425 experienced in 1994.

43 Many whites, especially those o the right of the political spectrum,
43] easily lapse into pessimism over the future, faced with our
4 inexorable demographic_decline, moral dissipation and cmpty
39 consumerism. Weak political leadership seems to have become the
4o hallmark of Western governments everywhere. However, an
441 Afrikaner Tiberation struggle in South Africa could reinspire
142 demoralised white populations everywhere.

443 In that sense, and without lapsing into the Calvinistic excess of
44 traditional Afiikaner Nationalism which portrayed us a chosen
445 people with a special calling in Africa, I firmly belicye that we have a
<t role to play in the survival of our race, not only in the biological
447 sense of the word but also in a wider cultural sense.

Flauge

ficuke ex

Flokant mgaint th Protors name change s fe years

bloper demormtrsion ot yaar. A amasing S 1o o whie, misdie-caes
A Banere ot on the strecis inger Steve Hotmers o vl i the middie,
o

448 First of all, we are used to being outnumbered and of having the
449 oddsagtni vs. There s probably v ¢ singlehitoria bl be
450 against the British, the Zulus or anyone else, which we fought and
45| won where we did ot find ourselves in the minority. As the smallest
452 of the four global pillars of European civilization, we have created
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453 an amazingly rich and developed culture, including a unique Euro-
44 African language and a very strong, ubashedly white ideniity. After
455 350 years in Africa, often surrounded by coloured peoples, we have
5% ot intermarried or miscegenated to any significant exten, unlike
“5% the Portuguese and the Spanish who were soon genetically
458 submerged by native populations in their colonies.

45) The Creole model
fuve

Fouke T
Smages from the SA medie

A In black-ruled South Africa, both our language and our identity find.
4l themselves under systematic attack. Until recently the world,
42 specifically the Western world, conspired to destroy us and to make
AL us strangers in the land of our birth, vith the Creole model of the
<& "rainbow nation” held up to us as the ideal. It is fine to be black or
4t Arab in Europe, but being white in Africa is simply unacceptable.
4 That is also why no Western government has cxpressed anything
47 more than token diplomatic displeasure in seeing al white assets
5 confiscated in Zimbabwe, with similar policies being implemented
9 for our own farmers, albeil. with much more violence than i
470 Zimbabwe.

47| Beethoven in the bush

42 However, I daresay that today the West cannot afford to see us
415 disappear. In any future war against America or Europe, our
<74 platinum, chromium and other strategic minerals will be used
475 against the West. But even apart from the material advantages for
476 our white brethren in having our independence and freedom
477 restored, the Afrikaner people constitules a unique reservoir of
475 talent and survival skills, an exemplar of whal everyone and
47 everywhere will soon call the "minority white race”. Hearing
430 Beethoven in the bush might be even more important than hearing
“t1 him in Berlin.
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Arikanee viiist Zanta Hofmepr, scene from Kruges Nations Park

482 Can you afford not to support us?
<463 As such, can you risk 1ot to support us in our legitimate stru

434 throw off the shackles of black racist domination, exploitation and
465 injustice?

Eiccec b -
_“‘-'*' S e

‘o waie, tatics d sver symbels of
the hated Xhosa regime.

45t Postseript

487 After this talk 1 was asked why Afrikaners and other whites do not
487 simply leave South Aftica to escape their nevitable displacement by
451 the black majority who now enjoys a monapoly on power. My
490 answer was fourfold:

481 1. We have invested too much effort in South Africa and are oo
442 ooted in our country to leave like the Belgians, Portuguese, French
45 or British did from elsewhere in Africa.

4 2. We have no “home country” to return to and most Western
4% governments despise us sufficiently not lo want us as immigrants.
“|A They would prefer immigrants from China, Africa, India or Latin
447 Ameriea to whites from South Africa

4§ 3. We would cease to exist as a nation and our language and
499 culture would become extinct. Leaving would therefore entail both
500 national and cultural suicide.

501 4. We do ot trust the Western leaders who, given a chance, would
2 do the same to their own people as what De Klerk did to us: betray
533 them and have thern subjugated. We are simply “ahead of the curve”
B} and soon other whites might find themselves in a similar situation

fle:/E\PRAAG Prospects forthe white tribe Dan Roodthtm 12122007




[image: image18.jpg]PRAAG Prospects for the white tnbe Dan Roodt SHELELAR-a

5 to ours, being dominaled and dispossessed of their very land,
S, language and identity. So let us rather wage the struggle here than
561 run away, only ta be confronted by the same problem ten or twenty
508 years hence.

Boontoe
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<Axchive>

I Changing ideas of Afrikaner/white
2identity

> Tl

> Chasgenias |

-3Max du Preez

i achimed ot suthor and plticat
oot TH popes was ess o e Mool Arts

7 Tm really grateful for the opportunity t be a part of tis
o § Wordrest. It gives me the opportunity to o my bit for the

e important Word Festival movement in South Africa after 1 falled to
1oturn up for 2 speaking engagement at the Stellenbasch Word
{1 Festival a few months ago. 1 am still persona non grata at my
 alma mater for withdrawing from that festival to protest the
{5 participation of a man with vile and dangerous racist views wha
{43150 happened to have written a book. They call me an enemy of
> Copeiautiaj  I0tree spesch.

61 agree strangly that It is important at a function ike that festival
11~ and this one - that a wide range of views and analyses be

'§ hosted, politically incorrect or not. A word festival is the fast place:
€ where censorship should be tolerated.

auBut we should al guard against a phenomenon we have recently
& witnéssed in couniries ice the Netherionds and Germany, of nasty
0 peddlers of hatred, bigotry and intolerance flying the lag of
hfreedom of specch. We should protest when these chartatans

32 champion one section of our constitution in order to undermine
“35the entie spirit of that constitution.

b AL the heart of everything we're trying to achieve in this
3] democracy of ours i our fight against racism and racial divisions
2 and inequalities. We stilcall it our national question. It Is the.
) special role the universe has given South Africa to play In the
hibworld: to prove that in the country where all humanity originated,
e where racism was perfected as a religious ideology, there can be a
e 1 positive co-existence of colours and cultures and classes. We are
— 2 the test tube of all humanity.

“iThat is why I belleve universities and occasions i word festivals
ey 3 should never offer themselves s platforms for racist
> Gemaans i 15 fundamentalsts o spread their views and gain intellectual

Reou e | 3] respectablty. Don't ban them or lack them up, but don't 4o their

> S 3% dirty work for them.

>Rl 41 don't see anyone of that description on your Inviation st 5o
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“4oTm happy to be here. And forgive me for the long introduction,
1 but I come from a family of dominees and missionaries. We have
424 tradition of conducting 3 lite sermon before we say anything
3sensible. 1 did not forget that  am Supposed to falk about

23 Afrikaners' changing ideas of identity.

4Anyone with a basic understanding of Afrikaner history will
izappreciate the deep irany of the fact that the undisputed poltical
- leader of the Afrikaners a mere century after the Anglo-Boer War
> Sl 4gs an English-speaking Jew. In fact, the Democratic Alliance’s fox-
Jdterrier, Dauglas Gibson, recently declared that Tony Leon was the.
5 biggest living Afnkaner icon. I can hear Hendrik Verwoerd mutter
5 from his grave: Eish, 'n Rooinek-Jood! Something has gone
2 horribly wrong!

5 We should not be surprised that Afrikaners are suddely grappiing

S with who they are and where they fit i, They had a near
‘monopoly on paiitical power and cultural prestige for half a

3 century. For most of this time they wrote our history; their leaders

5}were the national leaders; they dominated the security forces;

Ss2 55021 theirs was the dominant cuture; our national days were Afrikaner

einciiie 33 volksfeeste; Afikoans was the language of parliament and the

Losaneringde | (6 civi service; the Springbok rugby team was the pride of
RS2 G Afrikanerdom who were gracious enaugh occasionally to allow 3

G2 non-Afrkaner to play.

0f course they were traumatised when most of their power,

Aprivilege and status evaporated almost overnight. It s not Strange.

G that they feel insecure and confused - the same has happened

. with every ethnic group In the worid that has lost power and

7 status in & short time. There are many comparisons we can make
with groups in the former Yugoslavia and Soviet Union, the only.
difference being that Afrikaners did not retaliate violertly. 1 have

To always thought Afrikaners and Serbs have a lot in common, but

71{both aroups will probably protest at tha statement.

72. Still, most Afrikaners were caught up for a while in the euphoria
75 most other South Africans fel in the period immediately after the
741994 elections - largely because of the concilitory and

75 charismatic leadership of President Nelson Mandela and the fact
11 that the then majority Afrkaner party, the National Party, was in
72 Government of National Unity with the ANC, with the NP leader,
Z5FW de Kierk, being one of two deputy presidents.

7 For a while Afrkaners foraot about their wors fears of black
5> majority rufe” and that "the blacks wil do to us what we did to

] them". There were other sweeteners: their beloved national rugby.
5 and ercket teams could once ogain compete internationaly;

3 national conscripton was abolished; international sanctions vere
{ scropped; and the South African passport was again acceptable
55 everywhere. In fact, during the frst two years of democracy most
€ Airkaners were surprised that thelr lves had changed so fite,
5] and where their fives did change it was, in most cases, or the
Fberter.

591t went so well that most Afrikaners would have told you then that
ihey were enthusiastic members of the new South African nation.
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OjThey sang "Shosholoza” with gusto and simply loved their black
) president with the number 6 rugby jersey at the rugby World Cup.

4 For a while there, white South Africans, and especially Afrikaners,
4 thougnt they had atlast found their new identiy.

4 But when the Truth and Reconciliation Commission started its
usittings in early 1996, they were reminded of the reaitties of the
@) New South Africa; of the deep-seated resentments il held by the
s black majority because of the injustices of centuries of colonialism
4jand decades of apartheid.

00 Former State President FW de Kierk, his cabinet and their police
16l and army generals fought bitterly against the Truth Commission,
(0land those who did testify before the Commission, did s

{3 reluctantly. De Kierk and his party actually twice challenged the
IGITRC i court. De Klerk did apologise for the injustices of apartheid
{5 when he appeared before the TRC, but the language he used and
{Cthe fact that he denied personal knowledge of or responsibilty for
6] excesses of the security forces undermined the impact of his
loyapology on the minds of many black South Africans.

e white mantra at the time, and we stll sometimes hear it,
{i6 was: Why are you stuck in the past, why don't we take hands and
(il build the future?

(2 The result of these campaigns against the TRC was that probably
1152 majoriy of Afrikaners believed It was not a fair process and that
{11t had been devised o viity the Afrikaner and the National Party.
{5 Stil, they coud not remain untouched by the overwheiming
{i.evidence, from victims and from perpetrators seeking amnesty, of
|{]gross human rights violations during especialy the turbulent

| 1980s. This ha to have had an influence on their thinking, and
[fisome analysts believe it contributed to the undermining of any
{icsendency of significance planning the restoration of white rule.

13 Another turning-point in Afrkaner thinking and polfical ife was.
{73 the withdrawa, at FW de Kiercs nsstence, of the National Party
7 from the Government of National Unity in June 199 The NP's

{12 hew role s he offical opposition, alon with the predictable

3 Icrease of negative hetoric from the ANC, conributed 0 0 new
15 poarisation n mainstréam Afrkaner paliical attudes, The NP's
{{move aisa e to the resignation o two of 15 most prominent
{afreformers, Roelf Meyer and Pik Botha

[27Not even a change of name and leader could now save the
National Party. 115 alliance with the Democratic Party did not last
13long and I aliiance with the ANC led to its eventually disbanding.

[&2olls now show that the vast majority of Afrkaners see the
Democratic Aliance as their political home, with conservative and
| Hright-wing Afrikaners mostly supporting the Freedom Front, which
{bacame Freedom Front Plus late in 2003 after swallowing up the
{Bpremainder of the old Conservative Party. The Afrikarner
[ Weerstandsbeweging (AWE) exists in name only, and the extreme
\Zhright consists of a few tiny groups on the lunatic fringe, like the
VYfgoeremag,
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4 The anly lagical continuation of the ideals of apartheid or "self
/] determination” inside a non-racial and demacratic South Africa
142 would be the cancept of a volkstaat or autonomous Afrikaner

Y "2 homeland. The closest Afrikaners ever have ever come to this

ideal s the town of Orania in the Northern Cape. The town was
5 bultt i the 19605 by the Department of Water Affairs for people
40 who were working on  canal below the Vanderkloof Dam, but
4] abandoned when the job was done. A group of Afrikaners under
i the leadership of Carel Boshoft, son-in-law of former Prime

Minister Hendrik Verwoerd, bought the town and an adjoining

farm in 1991 to serve as the nucleus of an Afrikaner homeland. Tt
121 stll exists, with a good school and several ambitious agricultural
122 projects, but it i riddied with Infighting an there is no indication
125 that it could expand into something much more than a vilage.

154 0rania s proof that the volkstaat idea Is inally dead. And even
155 the right wing now knows that Afrianer or white “self~

5% détermination" is no longer an option. Aty sense of dentity will
{2 have to be found inside the fold of the broader South African
[Rnation.

157 Afrikaners finaly put what they percelved to be the humilation of
{0the Truth Commiasion behind them. But as this was happening,
{o] snother dramatic change occurred in South Afrca: the gentle

{0 father igure of Nelson Mandela made way for Thabo Mbek. The
{chPeacemater was replaced by the Manager. Reconcilation and

|64 reassurance made way for black assertiveness, affimative action
(5 and black sconomic empowerment. Instea of being pampered,
|G Afikaners and whites were called "colonialsts of @ special kind*
1]l e rsien. i Wpsd st the coras om

|G nation buiding to Afrcan consciousness. His regular accusing

{5 references to the Two ations, one rich and whie, the other poor
{4and black, made whites very nervous.

111 wrote at the time: "Do what has o be done, Mr President, you
[72.g0vern the country. Stop the blaming game. You're the one who
{7chose a Thatcherite ecanomie policy. Change It or ive with it

T rest of the ANC, a5 el a= biack commentators, Jouraiss
74 and olummists, quicly Sook thelr cue from the president.Black
172 Beopte became fa mors forthight and autspoken n expresing

| et fstrations, ressiments an i of what ney viewed
11 5 continued incualiies and prejucices. To be  bit of & Boar

2 bashar becare a badoe of honaur. Tne atet excess I (i regard
was Mlegapur Makaoba's iece n the Mal and Guardlan

B Sagocsting that white men can he renabifiated omy 1 they
{4 banaon Sl notons o an own cultra dentiy and st lkig,
[AZ eating, dancing and dressing like black people. 1 was tempted to
5o o ik, ke he ek Enalsnan who s our president?

(9410 the year of the 50th anniversary of the Freedom Charter, these
{350-called Africanists were making  mockery of the non-racial
Fb essence of this proud document.

(77 The Zimbabwe disaster played right into this. Mbek's apparent
4§ solidarity with the dictator of Zimbabwe, President Robert
|7 Mugabe, and his silence on the way white Zimbabweans were
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s treated and thelr land repossessed, made Afrikaners fearful and
w 0] paranoid. Is this the rea face of the ANC? they asked one
& another. If Robert Mugabe is treated like a hero by biack South
Aficans, doesn't that mean that deep down they want to do to us.
507 what Migabe did to his white citizens? they asked

05 1 will return to the issue of Africanism shortly.

b To compound Afrikaner insecurity, ANC structures started

257 changing the names of towns and cites, especially ones named
after Afrikaner heroes, and they did that unilaterally, without

%0 trying to convince the white inhabitants of those places. The

20 proposed name change af Pretoria to Tshwane is an example, and

I one that s strring up deep emotions.

AL Former progressive Afrikaners who stood up to the apartheid
‘8ib government jained forces with old conservatives who learnt to use
] the language of progressives and sang n the same choir.

215 So here we are in 2005, There's 10 going back to apartheid o
"alL Afrikaner hegemony of any kind. Where do Afrikaners think they.
QU7 it into this new society?

21 Ton Vosloo, chairman of Naspers and Sanlam and a powerful voice
1 among Afrikaners, was Quoted in Die Burger in September 2002
35 saying: "It is not to spread panic when one says that the
| Afrikaner people are in a crisis with red lights flashing on thelr
Zasurvival path. The examples of marginalisation are numerous; the
ooplaces where spaces to axist had been conquered, negotiated and
Z2Yfestablished on own Initiative are increasingly being questioned.”

25T the last few years the internal debates amang Afrikaners, in
3¢ newspapers, on the internet and in discussion groups, have
517 reqressed to the questions whether the Afrikaner was "soid out"
2i/by FW de Kierk and his lieutenants during the negotiations with
526 the ANC leading up to 1994, about the perceived unjustness of
) affiamative action and black economic empowerment, and, of
221 course, about the future of the Afrikaans language. Lobby Groups
571 like the Group of 63, Solidarity and the Pro-Afrikaanse Aksiegrosp.

553 sprang up to campaign for "minority rights” and the preservation
B2 of Afrikaans.

226 The most important trigger of Afrikaner insecuriy remains the
3¢ Afrikaans language. Many Afrikaners feel the downscaling of their
237 1anguage in schools, universities, caurts, the security forces and
"3 the public service i a very real threat o the continued existence
5:370f Afrikaans as a viable language. And thei language is what most
2B0AMKaners define their ethnic identiy in terms of. Afrikaans dies,
% we die, is how some of them have expressed it

24 Yet Afrikaans is flourishing in many ways, more than any other
A3 indigenous language i the country. Afrkaans popular and rock
“i4music have experienced exponential growth during the last two
7747 decades, and more books, newspapers and magazines are
Séopublished In Africaans than in any other indigenous language on
2 the African continent. Steve Hofmeyr sells mare cd's than any.
548 other artist i southern Africa. Hundreds of thousands of people
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24 attend the Afrikaans cultural festivals In Oudtshoorn and

35> Potchefstroom every year, while smaler festivals in Nelspruit and
451 Bloemfontein are growing fast. There is a privately-owned satellte
22 television channel In Afrikaans, kykilet, The debates and
‘5zicussons on he mainy Atiaans el Liket o el
5570 popular that ts Success s studied by other internet

455 entrepreneurs and cultural groups worldwide.

5Lt is not uncommon these days to read a letier to an Afrikaans

25 Inewspapet or intemnet chat room angrily protesting the treatment
5of Afrikaans, just to see at the bottom of t that it was written
26from New Zealand or Australia or Britain or Canada, Many of those
Glowio care 5o deeply for Afrikaans, who see their own identiy so
561 dependent on the survival of Afrikaans, have feft the country well
6 xnowing that their chidren will have Engiish s a first language
i5and at most speak Afrikaans only at home.

4 For many decades Afrikaners tended to doubt English-speaking
55 South Africans' loyalty to South Africa because 50 many of them
36 had access to a British passport. Afrianers, they always told
e 7themselves, are going nowhere. Well, more Afrikaners than any.
“Bother ethnic grauping are leavinig South Africa nowadays. Tens of
20 thousands of Afrikaners have emigrated during Just the past few
1 years, mostly to New Zealand, Australia, Britan and Canada, They
7] ciaim affirmative action and tiie high crime rate as their main
332reasons for leaving - and, of course, the bad treatment their
S3language is getting from the state.

7By the way, I also believe Afrlkaans is under threat, If current
trends continue, Afrikaans will, » hundred years from now, most
o certainly exist only as the language a smail group of people speak
717t home. But the state-driven downscaling of Afrikaans would only

be partly to blame. Afrikaners are the worst enemies of their own
S Rlanguage.

231 have lang been of the view that the new taalstryd, the campaign
31 for Afrikaans, is not 50 much a language struggle as it is

i resistance against a loss of power and prestige, an expression of
S @frustration at being marginalised.

284With one or two exceptions, the campaian for Afrikaans is driven
35 by people who use the Issué as an expression of their
% dissatisfaction with the,presen social and poltical order. Too
S many of these taalstryders are ethnic chauvinists who use
285 Afrikaans a5 a stick to beat the ANC with and to whip up smotions
265 against It. Far to0 lttle has been done to sell Afrikaans as a
yoiriendly indigenous language, as a treasure belonging to al South
Al Africans. And the debate around the future of Afrikaans should be
5. taken further than an incestuous ethnic brawl: all South Africans
‘43should be engaged in this debate.

5 So n 2005, those whites with 1o plans to emigrate are faced with

5665 ane obvious solution to thei identity criss: they can declare

‘i themselves - and be accepted as - Afncans. I raised this debate in
11995, strongly claiming my right to be called an African. From the

S¥iblack sde T was accused of opportunism and of rying to steal

SeFiblack pecple’s identity after my people had already stolen their
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3eoland, A prominent commentator said that as a white Afrikaner
45 was ke 2 kangaroo born at the Pretoria Zoo: born here and
.7 welcome here, but always t be regarded as an allen. From white
3% Engiish-speakers the reaction was voiced by Ken Owen In a
column in Business Day: Who cares a hoot whether Max du Preez
oswas a Patagonian goose? he asked.

bl Ken misunderstood why it was important for me to be called an
507 Amcan. 76 me and to Many other hites and Afrkaners i means
gk o scknowiedgumant by the masorty tha we are 10t seiers, 1ok
s o vitors t Affca “One seter, one pullet does
ety me. T have a5 Much right s any black South African
AT ol eiznéhip of and paricpation n the affirs of this nation

242 The debate has moved on since then, and most black
i commentators, including the PAC and Azapo, if they stil exist,
State formally that Afrikaners and whites could potentially be.

514 Africans. But they add that while black South Africans are
912 automaically African, whites have to eam that honorary tile

7 Beyers Naudé deserved ta be called an African, they would say.
i Aot Touspect mary would say Wi du rees does, because o
%jis sometimes disrespectful of the black poltical eadership. The
Zefact that I disrespected the previous white leadership far more
%l aqgressively doesn't seem to make a difference.

{The African debate started resurfacing in Afrikaans newspapers
w MONth ago. Several letter writers called themselves Euro

SliAfricans, as in African Americans. The historical fact that black

t5Americans’ ancestors were forcibly taken to America while

1L Afrikaners' ancestors came to Afrca as imperialists somehow

321 passed them by. Parhaps a Furo-African is similar to a kangaroo.

8 born in the Pretoria Z00.

554 But most of the participants in the recent debates seem to
Siunderstand that being African is not only about being born from
[ ancestors who have been in Afrca for 350 years, but also about a
‘32 commitment to this continent and ts people. In most of the.
Sdletters 1 saw a desperate need for recognition, a desire o truly

pfbelons

%5 1 believe all Afrikaners are indeed Africans. But unfortunately
3/bmany of thei are not very good or loyal Afrcans.

5510 of the few prominent whites still popular with the new elite,
7 and someone very careful never to offend them, is poet and

3 auther Ante Krog. Even Antfe recently asked: What do black
5South Africans expect from us? What do they want white South
F{Africans to do and fo be? Please tell us!

32 Perhaps the William Makgobas and Cheistine Quntas and even my
%13 good comrade Xolela Mangcu should fow stand up and tell us

A4 what the hell they mean when they talk about Africanism and

715 Africanist. They should explain why we should not think It s Just a
Fiacamoufiage for black narcissism. .

(71 it's about being black, Tl understand. And Il know there's
ignothing 1 can do about . T can have  sex change and become
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%9 woman, 1 can start speaking Sesotho at home, I can change my
0 religion, but I can never become black.

3 But if it's truly about this continent, about the spirit of Africa, then
L' confused. If they're trying to tell me it's about ubuntu, Il be
Jpeven more confused. To me ubuntu i fike a virgin on Rhodes
ZiiUniversity campus - you hear a lok about it, but you never get to

Sseett,

L1 simply see a new black elite desperate to be European or
% JAmerican. Isn't Fugene TerreBlanche more *African” in his khaki
55 with his animal skin hat, his mieliepap and Kiipdrft and
Z53brandewyn then the biack yuppies T see hanging out at the in-
546 spots in Sandton and Melville? (And they speak only Enlish to
3] one another ...)

050, T have a sirong sense that a large portion of Afrikaners and
3 whites are losing their short-lived sense of belonging, of being an
367 integral part of the nation of South Africa.

Bt fet me focus on two other, more important reasons why
35 Afrikaners presently feel insecure and unloved.

Ghe first s that Afikaners have an extraordinariy poor
377 understanding of South Afrcan history. Here i lite sense of the
5K people who inhabited these parts thousand of years before the

Portugiiese seafarers "discovered” southern Aftica in 1488 There

T nderstanding of the black cvisations tht eised 1 hs

(5K region many centuries before the first whites settied here.
) Afrikaners and whitss know aimost nothing of the advanced

35 Eapirualy and intricate social and legal structures of the black

531 farming communities who occupied mst of present-day South

S35 Africa ong before coloniafism. They know only of those black
"2 Kings and chiefs who clashed with the Briish colonalsi or the
%57 Voortrekkers and who were in most cases subjugated by superior
g irepower.

21 However crude it may sound, it is still true that deep down many
3D frikaners view their ancestors a5 brave, pioneering Christians
341 wiho ad achioved much to civiis the southern tip of Afrca and
"2z tame the Infrior cuRures ving there. Thelr heross and batties
Eibwere so glorfie for 5o fong that it 3 hard for even critical
lfthinkers o ea them in a cferent gt oow Adanernationaiarn
514 came into existence as a reaction {0 British imperialism, but its
ibilebload saon becams the resistance to uhury and black
2] domination
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305 The ignorance of the history of the black struggle against

Ao can we expect people with such a linited, iawed

8 understanding of our past and the pollical culture of the majority
{5 have an understanding of wh their new nation (s and where

HBthey ot in?

4 (OF course, it probably equally true that iack South Afrcans fave
2.6 flawed understanding of whic istory.)

413 The second reason for white insecurity I want to highiight is the
2 Hlock of prooressive Aftkaner and white leadership and debates on
16 the reatissues. Many former progressive Afrianers who stood up
10 the apariheid sovernmant have in recent years Joined forces
| with aid conservatives and are now singing In the same
A encsonary chow. Oihers ave withaan from puBic . The
L8 egatoe l pessimisti volces have become the strongest in
ot debates.

4| Too many of the handful of new progressive voices in
12Arkanerdom believe their obligation is to paint Thabo Mbeki and
the ANC as the New Messiah. They, like Marthinus van Schalkwyk,
[J{are viewed as sycophants by other Afrikaners, not as crtical
4 voices who can lead debates.

21And the trouble with that great Afrkaner icon Tony Leon is that he
S1and his party could never berate themseives rom their oid tyle
] o pposiion to the old National Party. Inthe process they are
4 Inaking no contrbution to Affkaners' struggle o define 3 new
451 Gentiy. Instead, i thelr zeal to monapolse the Arianer vote
23] they often merely renforce Afrkaners: prejudices and
3 misunderstandings.

482 Having said all this, 1 have 1o add that there are a significant
4 numoer o Alansrs, sspecaly younger pele, ntsprereurs
%5 and professional people, who are thriving in the new post-
% apartheid society and who are committed to helping build the new
1] democracy. It is such a pity that most of them don't bother any
|28 longer to contribute to the current debates among Afrikaners.

411 have concentrated mostly an the position of Afrikaner identity
and insecuiy, because 1 am an Affkaner and thus T am reluctant
4] o speak on behalf o English-speaking whits.

412 gut may 1 just remark that English-speaking whites have been
withdrawing from participation in our national affairs even more
4@fsince 1994 than they did during the days of Afrikaner rule. Stil,
5the ANC's recent statement that Afrkaners have been more
“4#tbembracing of the new order than English-speakers was not only
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t7piece of absalute nonsense, it wes pure political opportunisrn.

48 The wy the ANC feadership an the pesent government have
e e L e
g about e fommes parlamentary oppaswan, 1 taking
e ahoms whies, mostof (ha Enc i apaoking, whs p thelr
e e os on helin I e Boht o a . raca
iy, Noting atrtes this beir fhan th reusal to
et Geot Buinde t th High Cour Bench - veryfew ursts
sy o Wi, povd an reve recon o opposing
B ariets and senvng uancs

L{57A last word. 1t seems s i Afrikaners and white South Africans are

aiting for the black majorkty to determine their new dentity for
485{them. perhaps this reactive atitude s the main reason why the
JZbwnite ientity crsis s sti so acute.

Lien,

12 3uly 2005

3Join the debatel Send your comments to
‘Webvoet@litnet.coza to continue the discussion on Séet,
our interactive opinion page.
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