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Source by the researcher: 

‘‘Med Lov Skal Man Land Bygee’’ in Danish means in English …‘‘With Rule of Law We Can Build A Nation’’. 


Thus taken a clue from this piece of seminal statement as inscribed on the above edifice, the researcher therefore posit to prepare the mind of the readers in suspense on what to expect in the course of this presentation in relations to the research topic and the subsequent research question that would later be introduce in the course of this research.
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                                             ABSTRACT
Although the path to meaning meaningful economic development  and growth  has been described  has been  extremely complex and the ultimate guides to the path of real  development  has even   been considered to be  more complex than an arrow pointing confidently in a  direction (Lindauer & Pritchelt: cited  in White 2009: p.8). However research has shown that despite this complexity some societies has been able to forged ahead to brings about positive economic growth within their societies i.e. the western developed nations. 
And while some of these nations have been able to   overcome the misery of underdevelopment, many other nations of the world particularly the Sub-Saharan Africa societies are still enmeshed in the conundrum of underdevelopment and economic backwardness even in the 21st century. As such development studies discipline thus becomes the relevant discipline that seek to understand why some societies of the world are prospering while many are almost stagnated. 
Thus the pertinent question is that if the western developed society could be able to tackle this social phenomenon effectively and many other societies in the recent past decades (i.e. the East Asian nations as well as the BRIC) equally making concerted efforts to improving the living standard of it citizenry which has been yielding a positive results in the recent time in terms of positive economic growth. Why then are many of the Sub-Saharan Africa and some other societies of the world are almost stagnated in terms of positive economic development and growth? 
As such over the past  decades  the concept of development and underdevelopment of the societies does dominates the international debates by the various distinguished  economic, sociologist and economic development scholars...trying to  define and understand the concept of development in relations to human societies better and in order to help proffer some  probable  solutions to  the  challenges of underdevelopment and economic backwardness of many of the nations of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa region where the challenges of underdevelopment  and economic backwardness was believed to more pronounced in the society.
Although the concept of ‘‘development’’  may have  different connotations  to different people  in  various  fields, nevertheless  the facts remains that the  main  idea they all convey is that development  means  a change or the transformation or better still, an upward movement of  a particular  situation  or  social phenomenon in a direction that is  consider to be better than the original nature or it early stage. Thus according to White... modern economic development is a process in which economic growth becomes self – sustained in the society however there are some  powerful forces or factors that are responsible for any meaningful economic growth to take place in every societies  (White 2009: p. 3-4). 

In the same vein Kambhampati  describes economic development as a means of making progress in all sphere of human existence including  progress in the social and political as well as the fulfilment of the basic human needs (Kambhampati 2004: p 12). Thus in a broad sense  development  could describes as  a process in which over a long period of time the real income per capital of a nation increases  with a corresponding positive change in the standard of the living of an average civil society and not just a  life transformation  for  an handful  ruling and the privilege elites.
And stated by Todaro that development is both a physical reality as well as a state of mind that prevail in the society through the combination of  social, economic, and institutional processes to secure the means for obtaining a better life for the greater population. As such development in every societies must therefore be based on the following objectives; to increase the availability and widen the distribution of basic life-sustaining goods such as food, shelter, health and security.

To raise the level of the living standard of the generality i.e. additional higher incomes, the provision of more jobs, better education, and greater attention to cultural and human values. To expand the range of economic and social choices available to every individuals within the society and releasing them from servitude and dependence, not only in relation to other people and nation-states but also to the forces of ignorance and human misery…all of which would serve not only to enhance material well-being but also to generate greater individual and national self-esteem.

 (Todaro & Smith 2012: p.22-23).      

However research has shown that development is not in any way fortuitous it as a result of human efforts within the society. And  as argued  by  Schumpeter in his book  the  ‘‘Theory of economic development’’  published  in 1911, where he stated that  development  should be seen  as  the only such thing in human society that cannot be enforced upon any society. As such  economic  development is as a  results  of the willingness of  every  individuals within the  society to  sacrifice    in order to brings-about the much desire economic development and growth within the society  (Schumpeter cited  in Zhang 2005: p. 8). That is, positive economic development and growth in any society is more or less the function of endogenous rather than exogenous factors in other words, it a matter of choice.
Thus as stated by Acemoglu  that there is always  growth impetus  imbedded  in every human society  however  these growth impetus  are  latent  or  are in an embryonic form and until it is being acted upon or activated it would ever remains in the embryonic stage. And it exists in the set of the norms and the beliefs or betters still the existing institutions of the society (i.e. Cultural, Religion, Social, Economic and the political institutions).  As such if the institutions of the society are inimical to growth then it becomes difficult for the growth impetus to develop and bring-about the desire transformation of the society (Acemoglu 2009: p. 868).
In other words, the development of every societies goes beyond mere external policies recommendation’s or the implementation of any macroeconomic policies as possible the way-out of any society economic backwardness (has expressed by the UN and it development agencies over the past decades nations).  
In essence there are  no amount of  economic  policies recommendations  or  technological transfer  to any society… if the  people  and the  existing culture, norms  and belief does not conform with the new technology or economic  policies recommendations as well as the willingness of the people to transform the existing institutions in order to  accommodates  a better one; there won’t be any appreciable growth within such society which of course  seems to best explain the economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations in the 21st century.
 And as stated by Paul Baron that …backwardness is not a static condition in which any society can overcome through the implementation of economic policies only… there are other factors militating against the socio – economic relations of the backward nations which actively impede growth and these factors need to be confronted in order to experience a meaningful economic breakthrough (Baron cited in Srivatsan 2012: p. 66). 
Also according to  Gunder- Frank   development  and underdevelopment  are  certainly a condition  and it is  the  responsibility of every  member of  the society to  make the sacrifice to brings-about  a positive change  within the  society (Gunder-Frank in Srivatsan 2012: p.66). This of course has been demonstrated by the western developed nations in past century and decades.
As such the purpose of this dissertation is therefore to inquire deeper into causes of underdevelopment and the inability of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies to activates  the growth impetus that are already imbedded in the fabrics of the society.  

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH WORK
Actually, apart from been one of the prerequisite for the award of the researcher Master’s degree The research work is also very important  in the sense that it seek to provide an elaborates insight and  deeper understanding to the social phenomenon of  underdevelopment and economic backwardness in  many of the backward societies of the world vis-à-vis the Sub-Saharan Africa nations.  As such researcher envisage that it would contributes to the discipline of development & international relations studies based on some of the research findings and which would go a long way to add to the academic knowledge by carefully explains in great details some of the proximate causes of underdevelopment and backwardness of many of the societies vis-a-vis the Sub-Saharan Africa nations; and possibly proffer some probable solutions at the end of it all.
ABBREVIATIONS;
BRIC    -    Brazil, Russia, India and China
IMF      -    International Monetary Funds

IFI        -    International Financial Institutions

SSA    -     Sub-Saharan Africa 

OECD   -   Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

UN       -    United Nations

WB      -    World Bank

WW I   -    World War 1 

WW II  -    World War 2       

                                                     CHAPTER ONE:

INTRODUCTION

It is obvious that one of the fundamental challenge confronting  the human societies today (apart from the recent social phenomenon of terrorism and global warming)  is that of  underdevelopment and it resultant effects of abject poverty particularly in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. 

Consequently over the recent past decades the needs to understands  the economic development progression  in relations to the  underdeveloped societies of the world has therefore dominated the centre stage of discussion among the various eminent economics and political economy  scholars;  starting from the classical economists writers such as Adam Smith, Karl Marx, David  Ricardo, Thomas Malthus, Rostow, Arthur  Lewis, John Stuart Mill, Fred Marshal, John Maynard Keynes, and of recent Jeffrey Sachs and many more . 

As such at a various point they argued and counter argued on the concept of economic development and the reasons for underdevelopment of the underdeveloped world.  And they tried to identify the cause and the causality of development and underdevelopment as well as why there are much difference between the living standard of the developed societies and that of the societies.
Although Brenner  contended  that, poverty which is as a consequent of underdevelopment, has been known in the history of mankind that is,  since the beginning  of creation or the evolution of man  poverty  has been part and parcels of every societies  as such it is not a new social phenomenon thus it has  always plagues  the entire fibres of human society  for  long to the extent that  it has almost become an accepted norms in  some  societies of the world vis-a-vis the Sub-Saharan Africa nations (Brenner 2011:).

On the contrary and earlier stated the researcher believes that since the origin of mankind there is no society or any habitable human societies that was not endowed with its own economic impetus by the author of nature to eradicate underdevelopment and poverty in the entire human societies. In essence, as long as there are concentrations of human body or man in an environment, invariably it means there are propensity for economic growth and human development in such society that must have attracted the settlements of human-being in such an environment.
And according to Polanyi...no society could naturally, live for any length of time unless it possessed an economy of some sort (Polanyi 1975: p. 43). Thus the ability of the inhabitants to now harness the available opportunities to their own advantage thus becomes a matter of choice. In other words and according to Jones ...there is always growth impetus imbedded in every human society ... these impetus are however believed to be dormant or inactive until it is been activated through the human efforts as such the forces of economic development and growth are always present in every society but are not visible until there are some forces that propels it  
(Jones 1988:  cited in Acemoglu 2009: p 868).  

For instance research has shown how the western developed nations has been able to embarked on the path to meaningful economic development and growth through the combined efforts of every individuals in transforming the entire structure of the societies; which eventually culminated into the high living standards and the total eradication both abject and absolute poverty in many of the societies. And this same spirit has been demonstrated in many of the western European off-shoots since the earlier century. 
As such it means after all poverty and underdevelopment is not an immutable condition. Thus with right attitudes and strong will at work within the society…poverty and underdevelopment could be eradicated in human societies. Again we have seen this happened in many of the Western developed nations and countries  like Denmark, Switzerland and the host of other western European nations  in which  poverty has been reduced to the barest minimum  or better still could be said to be non  existence in these societies.

Again as stated by Jeffrey Sachs in his book ‘‘The End of Poverty’’ that extreme poverty could after all be eradicated in the entire human societies as such he stated does:

   ‘‘(our) greatest generations challenge is to help the poorest of the poor to escape the misery of 
     extreme poverty so that they may begin their own ascent up the ladder of economic developments 
    (nevertheless) the end of poverty… is not the end of extreme suffering but the beginning of 
     economic progress and of hope and security that accompany economic development´´ 
    (Sachs, 2005: p. 24). 

Thus in response to this clarion call the U.N. in collaboration with the IFI as well as the OECD countries intensified their financial assistance to the underdeveloped societies with the hope of lifting them out of poverty and underdevelopment.  But unfortunately, despite all the efforts over the past decades; it seems there is no solutions at site in many of the backward societies of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.

In other words, even the international emphasis on how to address the problem of  underdevelopment and economic backwardness in many of  the Sub-Saharan Africa societies has defiled every probable solutions;  since it was  centred  around  the needs to increasing  capital flow for infrastructural development as well as  macroeconomic development policies  recommendations with little emphasis in studying the internal structures of these societies  vis-a-vis the institutional structures to know  how compatible are the existing institutions to the various efforts made? Particularly that of macroeconomic policies recommendations.  
And  as  stated by  Adam Smith there is no society that  can be considered to be flourishing and happy when the greater number of the population of the  society are still languishing in poverty and a miserable life (Smith cited in Cypher & Dietz 2004: p.3). Regrettably enough due to the economic backwardness of many of  the Sub-Saharan  Africa societies … poverty and miserable conditions  continues to flourish in every fibres of the societies despite the available growth impetus that has already been deposited by the author of nature in many of these nations i.e. Gold, Crude Oil, Diamond, Copper and tropical rain forest that  are suitable for  agricultural cash crops i.e. cocoa, coffee, oil palm, Bananas, as well as Savannah region suitable  for animal husbandry.
 Thus the pertinent question is that what then must have been responsible for the economic failure or the forces militating against the positive economic growth of many of the societies? Or put differently why are these nations unable to activate the imbedded growth impetus in order to ascend the economic development ladder? 
These and many more are some of the puzzling questions that this dissertation intends to provide an answer to in the course of this presentation because research has revealed that economic development & growth in every societies was never a thing of natural occurrence … there are processes as well as there are forces that acts together to stimulates meaningful economic development and growth in all societies.  As such if Sub-Saharan Africa societies must to experiencing positive economic growth there is urgent needs then to look inward in order to   identify some of the internally generated factors that are counter-productive to positive economic growth in these societies. And  has stated by Bhaskar‘‘...we will only be able to understand and to change (our) world if only we can identify the structures at work that generate those events and discourses’’ (Bhaskar cited in Bryman 2012: p 14).

Therefore and taken a clue from the above background coupled with the researcher unresolved interest to understand why underdevelopment persisted in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies, this   invariably lead  to the research question or better still the problem formulation of this research work  that goes  does ; 
Why are many of the Sub-Saharan Africa countries still lagged behind in terms of positive economic development and growth in this 21st century? 
 And the researcher would be exploring the ‘‘Institutions hypothesis’’ combined with the relevant development theory in answering this research question. And what informed the institutional hypothesis was that how else could we explain the different in the poor living standard that exists in Mexico with that of the U.S. (her next door neighbour) where we have one of the highest living standards in the world today Or how do we explain the wide economic difference of the old Western Europe and that of her counterpart Eastern Europe particularly under the communist which has seriously affected most of the Eastern European nations economic growth-to-date?

Furthermore could we explain the difference in the living-standards of the inhabitants of the Southern Europe in the early century to-date and that of the Maghrib?  That is, the North African States that it is just the Mediterranean Sea that separates the two regions. Or how could we explain the societal values and economic development dichotomy that exists between the Arabs world and that of the Western developed world?  
 As such the researcher believes it is very important at this point to take a critical study of the institutional structures (i.e. social, political, economic, justice, education, religion and cultural institutions) of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies...at this point that it seems all economic development recommendations and reforms has failed to produce the desire results. 
Therefore embarking on the critical study of the internal structures  societies potent provide an holistic and a better understanding of the reasons for their persistent underdevelopment and backwardness  would go- a-long-way exposing further the reasons  their  persistent and society failure particularly in this  21st century  when technological advancement is spreading like a wild fire in the western developed nations and many other nations like the East Asian and the BRICS are  taken the advantage  to transform their  society.
As such the researcher which to investigate into the role of institutions to economic development and growth and how the exiting institutional structures seems to have impede on the overall economic performance of many of these nations as such we would be able to address the problem of underdevelopment and economic backwardness of many nations of the world in a more pragmatic way. And as argued  by  Zhang  that, we can’t expect any  appreciable  economic growth to occur in a society  where social mobility is prevented by social vices such as;  caste system, race barriers, ethnicity,  religious  and  social class differentiation, tribalism and nepotism, and  lawlessness e.t.c. Thus  growth requires the willingness of every  individuals  member of a given society to give  the best of their ability and minds   in a way to  increasing  the productivity- either for the desire for goods or to add greater  value  to the life  of greater  number of the civil society  rather than the  few  opportune elites (Zhang 2005: p.88).  Again in this course of this presentation  the researcher intends to explore the important of ‘‘Institutions’’ to economic development and poverty eradication and this would be done in conjunction with the relevant  development theories. 

Thus having presented a brief general overview and the direction of this dissertation, the researcher would also like present to readers a brief outline of the remaining chapters before going into the main body of the dissertation. Thus in chapter two, the researcher would introduce the research methods that would be employ in the course of this presentation, that is, the methodology. 
While chapter three would focus in explaining the theories and it assumptions as well as it relevance to the research question. Chapter four  would  be the empirical chapter  in the researcher  intends to present in details why the Sub-Saharan Africa societies was believed to be undeveloped and backward in terms of positive economic growth in this 21st century  compares to the rest of the world. Chapter five would be then be the analysis chapter where the researcher hopes to establish and justify further the thesis hypothesis as well as the theories in relations to the research question. 
And finally  chapter six which is the conclusion would briefly summarize  some the main arguments of the presentation  and if possible make some recommendations as the possible way out of the economic development log-jam that  many of  the Sub-Saharan Africa nations happened to find themselves for many decades now; and end with  a possible  further research area to be  investigates in the future  in order for many of these  societies to experiencing positive economic growth in the nearest future. 

                                                      CHAPTER TWO:
2:1:1

METHODOLOGY:
Methodology has been describes as an integral part of any research work because of its relevance to the social science research work. For instance methodology would help the researcher to identify the best way to approach and carry-out the investigation in relations to the research question. It would as also serves as guides for the researcher in the course of gathering the relevant data for the research work. Thus in this segment the researcher intends to explain in details how the research would be carry-out in relations to the research question. That is, the method that would be explore and the reasons as well as justification of the method as well as the mode of data collections in answering the research question.  As such and  in relations to the research topic  question the researcher intends to apply the  relevant research  methods  in explaining and justifying  the research question as such the researcher would employing a mixed  method approach to  answer the research question,  that is,  the application of both Qualitative and Quantitative methods research methods 

This invariably brings us to the ontological assumptions of this research work  and since ontology in research method  means what is out there to  be known? Thus  in this context what is out there to be known? Is why are many of the Sub-Sahara Africa nations still lack behind in terms of purposeful economic development and growth? Despite the availability of abundant natural & human resources coupled with the possibility of easy technological transfer without much investment on R&D to acquire some of the technology from the advance developed nations. 
As a result the researcher wish to dig- deeper into some of the reality out there in Sub-Sahara Africa nations that has serves as an impediment to meaningful economic development and growth in the 21st century. 
And how would the researcher intends to know what is out there to be known (epistemological assumption), that is, how can we have a better understanding of the reasons for underdevelopment and backwardness in Sub-Africa nations …it is by applying the relevant research method to investigates the social phenomenon of economic backwardness   and  why  it seems to have defiled every probable solutions hitherto.
2:2:1: 

REASONS FOR THE MIXED METHOD APPROACH: 

Although it is assumes that quantitative method is more related to pure science  research than social science  research  in the sense that  it is very  often associated with sciences  research by drawing- up an hypothesis  and to  test the hypothesis through observation in order to arrive at a conclusion.

Also it is believes that quantitative method deals more in numerical figures and statistical rather than in words as in the case with social science and humanities research. 

However research has shown that it is very difficult to do without quantitative research method in social science research in order for the research to have a real meaning at the end of the day.

Thus it’s very important to employ the two methods in any social sciences research because of the facts that both methods try to compliments each other. For instance while qualitative help to generate the hypothesis of this research  on the other hand the quantitative method would  then  be employ to test or justify the hypothesis, that is, to test relevance of  institutions hypothesis on the context of this presentation.  Therefore   the researcher  wish to combine the two approach  in other to help offset the weakness of each other and at same time draw on the strength of each other to strengthening the research work.   
Also in most cases method are associated with certain Ontological and Epistemological, for instance, while qualitative method would be employ to provide a sense of the process of underdevelopment and economic backwardness. On the other hands quantitative methods would help provide a comprehensive account and figures of the social life in order  to justify  the claims that   there is  underdevelopment and low standard of living in the Sub-Sahara Africa nations. 
Also the researcher opts for mixed methods in order to establish a   greater validity of the research topic and question.  And in relations to the research question, while qualitative method would be employ to explain the social phenomenon of underdevelopment and economic backwardness in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.  On the other hands quantitative method would help distinguishes for instance the level of economic backwardness in relations to the relative income and the living standards in the society.
And as stated by Beuer & Gsakell that  there is no qualification without quantification, therefore   researcher  need to have a notion of qualitative distinctions between social categories  before they  can measure,  how many people belongs to one category and the others,  also there is no statistical analysis without an interpretation (Beuer & Gsakell 2000: p. 8).
Thus quantitative method would help inject a certain amount of quantification into this research through the use of such words as many, some, rarely, in most cases e.t.c.  In other words the researcher would to quantify when necessary to drives- home some the arguments in answering the research question.

Furthermore qualitative method would also be employ in the analysis chapter to explain some of the findings of the quantitative method in the empirical chapter, that is; qualitative approach would be used to interpret the quantitative findings. 
Above all the researcher believes that by employing both methods in this research it would enhance the credibility and the integrity of the research work. In other words combining the two would be help present a better and substantial picture of the social reality of underdevelopment and economic backwardness and why it has persisted in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. 
However  and  because  of the nature  of the research  question which try to explains the cause and reasons for lack of positive economic  growth in Sub- Sahara Africa nations; hence the researcher  would dwell  more on  the qualitative method  than the quantitative research approach. Since qualitative method involves more of interpretation of data than experimentation as the case with the quantitative method in most cases. Thus through the qualitative method approach the researcher would be able to effectively interpret the data in relations to the research questions and data would be collected for analyses in order to understand the reasons for economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations in the 21st century.  
2:3:1
SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION:

Finally and in relations to the data collection… the data collection process in this presentation would be based purely on secondary sources because of the nature of the research and also because of time; invariably this would include books, journals, reports, articles and internet data collection.

The researcher would also like to emphasize that the reasons for  the secondary data collections is  because of its potential and the enormous benefits that it seems offer this dissertation. 
For instance and as observes by Janet Heaton (1998) ‘‘Secondary source analysis involves [an] effective utilization of the existing data, in order to pursue a research question different from the original work’’ (Heaton cited in Silverman 2011:  p 346). Therefore the researcher believes that employing secondary source data collection will be more reliable than conducting an interview or a questionnaire in this context.

Moreover the researcher also believes that   secondary sources offer the platform  of having more  access to high quality materials and different views  in the sense that  most  the authors of these materials are authority in their various fields  of specialisation and they must  have explore  all the avenue to arrive on their various conclusions and postulations. 
Furthermore since secondary sources data collections involves the management of  high quality data  the researcher would then have more  access to varieties  of relevance materials; which would then  allow  the researcher to spend more time on the analysis chapter in order to apply the relevant the submission  accordingly and in relations to the research question. 
As such the proper re-analysis of materials and data interpretation would then leads to a new insight and new approach to the problem of underdevelopment and growth in the less-developed societies particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. Also the researcher believes that secondary source data would  be  more reliable at this stage  of research  than conducting  interviews  which the researcher thought might be bias and jeopardize the essence  of this dissertation at the long-run.
Most importantly also is the fact that by employing secondary based  data collection…this would  give the researcher an ample opportunities to make a better cross cultural and  reliable comparative analysis  of the nations and the regions of the world when necessary.
As such  and in the course of answering the research question the researcher intends to  move from a general illustration to some  specific example when necessary at the same time drawing a kind of comparative conclusion and references to drives home some of the arguments.

Finally, relevant economic development and growth theories would also be employ to interpret the data and in line with the research hypothesis without much prejudice.  In other words, theory would be used to analyse the various data in order to arrive at a better conclusion.  And the relevant theories would be exhaustively explained in details at the next chapter.

                                                CHAPTER THREE:
3:1:1
THE THEORIES:
According to Giddens…theory in social science research is to construct an abstract interpretation of a social phenomenon in order to explain the different empirical situations in the human society. For instance the theory of development  would tends to identify the main  features that the process of development  has in common  and try  to show which of these factors are most relevant in explaining  the social phenomenon (Giddens 2006: p. 69).  In other words, we need theories in any research work in order to make –sense- out- of the facts that are being presented and he contends that without a theoretical explanation a researcher tends to jeopardize the essence of the research because he/she might not be able know the main focus or the whole idea of the research in order to give a better interpretations of the research findings (ibid: p 10). 

Also Bryman made us to understand that, theory is very important in any social science research because it serves as the backbone as well as the rationale for the research question.  In the sense that it provides a kind of framework in which the research topic and question would be better understand in accordance with the research findings (Bryman 2012:  p 20).

In essence theory will help provides a better understanding of the social phenomena that is being investigates. Thus in the analysis it would help define some of the variables of the research question and capable of identifying the relevant variables or the relevant facts in relations to the area of investigations. 

Furthermore theory equally plays a significant role in the course of data collections on social science research; for instance it has helped the researcher in identifying the relevant data in order to answer the research question accurately in line with the hypothesis. 
However in this chapter the researcher would present an overview of the relevant theories that would be employ in the course this presentation to drives-home some of the main arguments of this dissertation. And in order to present purposeful and relevant arguments in relations to the research topic and the research question, the researcher would be employing two relevant theories in the course of this presentation in which the details would be presented shortly.

Although different hypothesis has been put forward by various eminent scholars as the reasons behinds the underdevelopment and economic backwardness of many of less-developed nations of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.

And one of  such being that of geographical location and landlocked  as made popular by the renowned development economist Jeffrey Sachs thus this school of thought argued that  the backwardness of many of the less-developed societies of the word particularly that of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies was as a result  of being  geographically poorly locate d.

That is most of them are located between the tropic of cancer and that of Capricorn. While many are landlocked thus they has no access to sea or major river to facilitate trades and economic activities.  In other words they fall between the latitude or are of distance from the equator as a result it impacts negatively in terms of economic growth. Consequently they argued that rapid economic development has in most cases taken place in the temperate latitudes regions.
However and as stated by  Krugman  that although geography hypothesis might be a factor but not really as consequences of their natural landscapes; nevertheless  he argued that  geography tends to leaves  a lasting influences on the differences in economics performance of various  nations because it establish seeds around which self-reinforcing  crystallize (Krugman 1998: cited in  White 2009:p.98). On the other hands  the facts remains that there are pocket- of- societies and nations that are believed to be geographically poorly located or falls between the tropic of cancer and that of Capricorn  which  are  equally  flourishing in terms of economic development  growth.
For instance Hong-Kong, Singapore and that of Northern Australia country of Queensland and some others that are classified as middle income nations. Also according to the natural resources hypothesis it was believed that lack of natural resources to generate fiscal funds and embark on infrastructural development was responsible for the backwardness of many of the underdeveloped societies. However research has shown that in terms of natural resources endowment, it’s obvious that many of these backward nations are richly endowed with natural and minerals resources (compares to most of the western developed nations of the world today) that supposed to engender positive economic development within development.
 And as earlier stated as long as there are concentration of human-being in any society, invariably there must have been a source of livelihood in such an environment that attracted human population. In other words, the author nature in most cases has made available the means of livelihood in every habitable human society. As such all that was needed is just to activate the dormant economic endowments in order to experiencing positive growth within the society. 

Although the researcher would not dwell much on either the geography or the natural resources hypothesis in explaining the economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations in the course of this presentation based on the dissertation hypothesis.
Furthermore it has also been argued that the inefficient macroeconomic policies engender positive   economic development has equally been responsible for the poor economic performance of many 

of these nations. As such, over the past decades the OECD and the international financial institutions (IFI) thus came-up with the popular Washington Consensus economic policies recommendations. But unfortunately research has equally revealed that despite the perceived potentials of these economic policies recommendations it has failed to achieve the desire results in many of the less-developed nations of the world particularly in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies
(i.e. Nigeria and Ghana in the 1980s). 
Finally another popular hypothesis that many of  citizens of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations tends to claims as the major  reasons for their economic woe was that of the colonial legacy... even after many decades of decolonization and the subsequent independence.  Although to an extent we can’t totally rule-out the negative impacts of colonialism in one way or the other on the backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.  Nevertheless the researcher would delineate further on this hypothesis vis-à-vis it affects on the political institutions later in the analysis chapter.

However, the researcher intends to go beyond many of these conventional hypotheses in explaining why many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations are still very much backward in terms of positive economic development and growth even in this 21st century. 
As such the researcher intends to explore the ‘‘Institutions hypothesis’’ and the Institutional theory together with the Modernisation theory in finding an alternative explanation to the conundrum of underdevelopment and economic backwardness of many of the underdeveloped societies of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations.  Although not that the institutions hypothesis has not been identified as one of the reason for the economic poorness of the underdeveloped societies. However, the facts remains that that little emphasis has been placed on this  hypothesis in explaining the underdevelopments  underdeveloped societies of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. In other words, the researcher is more of the view that the reasons for the economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa Societies goes beyond these conventional hypothesis. Rather it has more to do with the endogenous than exogenous factors.  As such the researcher intends to explore some of the basic assumptions of the following two theories in explaining the main causes of underdevelopment and economic backwardness of many the Sub-Saharan Africa nations in the 21st century.  

1. Institutions Theory  
2. Modernisation Theory 

3:2:1
INSTITUTIONS THEORY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:
As Acemoglu  has argued that, there are evidence that institutions are the major or perhaps the most significant – fundamental causes of economic growth in any society. Thus it high time the   economic development professional starts considering the important of institutional reform as the first step rather than economic reform as one of the basic requirement of positive economic development and growth in every society.  As well as to begin to study why institutions and policies are differ across the nations  in order to understand why some societies  are rich and others are very  poor (Acemoglu 2009:  p.140).

However the concept ‘‘Institutions’’ itself is believes to denote a different connotations to different people in different discipline. Thus it depends on the context or situation in which this concept is being used that really defines it usefulness. And since this concept seems to have different meaning to different people at different situation; It is therefore pertinent at this point to briefly present the two major definitions of institutions in it contemporary usage.
Thus by defining the two accordingly the readers would then be able to have a better understanding of the idea of institutions in the context of this dissertation. It is also very vital in the sense that the whole theme of the thesis revolves around institutions as the hypothesis of this dissertation.

First definition of institutions…has been defined as an organisation, establishment, society, charitable organisations or foundation that is saddled or devoted to execution of some specialised services within the society especially in the public sector. For instance the educational institution, financial institution (banking), international institutions (i.e. The UN, IMF and the World Bank e.t.c). However and for the purpose of this dissertation, the concept of institutions in this context   is therefore strongly connected to the second definition as defined by the advance learner’s dictionary that actually originated from the sociological perspective of institutions in relations to human society. And it  is express as follows: ‘‘Institutions’’ is a well-structured and well established form of social  behaviour or relationships that is accepted as a fundamental part of a culture i.e. custom, norms and belief, law e.t.c.

And according to Goldsmith: ‘‘Institutions is [a] stable recurring patterns of behaviour’’ (Goldsmith 1998: p. 2 cited in Kimenyi 2003 p.14).  In other words the norms and belief that tends to regulate human behaviour and activities within the society (i.e. social, politics, religion as well as the economy). Thus and as argued by Adam Smith that, 
   ‘‘Little…is[then] required to [lift]…[society] to [a state of economic affluence] from the [state 
     of]lowest barbarism[once there is right institutions in place]… peace, easy taxes and tolerable 
    [system] of justice…the rest being brought about by the natural course of [events]’’ (Smith cited   

    in Jones 1981: p. 255 and in Bhattacharyya 2011: p. 21).

In other words, with  a viable institutional framework in place every other indicators of economic prosperity would naturally take place accordingly. Unfortunately the role of institutions to economic development has been relegated to the bottom of the echelon over the past decades by both the economic development practitioners and the international development organisations (i.e. the IMF & the World Bank) in explaining why some societies or nations are making appreciable economic progress in every sphere of human existence. While on the other hands some are falling behind particularly the Sub-Saharan Africa region.   

As a result once again the U.N, the IFI, as well as the OECD   over the past decades has therefore tried to prescribes some macroeconomic policies (i.e. the Washington consensus economic policies recommendations), as a way out of the economic logjam of the less-developed societies of the world but unfortunately this has failed in most cases to yield the much results. 
In the sense that research has revealed   that institutional structure is one the foremost factors that actually propel meaningful and sustainable economic growth as such studying the institutional structures of many of the underdeveloped nations ought to be the first step before any form of macroeconomic policies recommendations. In  other words, without a viable institution on ground there is no amount of microeconomic policies recommendations or technological transfer that could be translated to a meaningful economic progress at the long-run. In other words, if the prevailing institution doesn’t conform with the macroeconomic policies recommendations or the dream new technology invariably the essence of both ideas to bring-about a change would be automatically defeated. 
Therefore the researcher wishes to explore the important and the relevance of institutions to economic development & growth of every human society. And how inefficient institutions has help contributes to the underdevelopment and economic backwardness of the less-developed nations and in particular that of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations. 
Nevertheless, the early institutional approach or theory on economic development can be traced to the work of both Thorstein Veblen (1620) and the Nobel Laureate, Douglas North (1994). Where  for instances North argued that institutions are humanly devised constraints, that intended to re-structure human behaviour  and interaction within  the society (North cited in Bhattacharyya 2011: p. 21).  In other words institutions are the norms and belief that tends to regulate all human activities in the society in order to achieve the common good of the civil society at large.

Also North further contends that institution comprises of both formal and informal constraints and it all depends on the enforcement nature of these constraints thus all these as the nexus  form the  incentive structure of every  society.  Thus he concludes that the long term economic performance of every society is therefore the function of her institutional  incentive structure (ibid). That is, the way the institutional structure tends to rewards every individual within the society.

To this end  North thus compared the effects of  American constitutions and that of  British common Law as well as the  centralised enforcement system of Spain in the early century  in relations  to  economic development & growth of the society in which Britain and America recorded an impressive economic progress since the late eighteenth  century.  And concludes that an institutional difference really has economic implications in the  societies of the world (ibid). 
In other words viable institutional structure is a determinant for any positive economic progress. 

In the same vein Thorsten Veblen claims that;

     ‘‘…institutions are of the nature of prevalent of thought…therefore the force which shapes 
       institutions is the force or forces [that] shaped the habits of thought [that is] prevalent in
      [a society]….habits of thought is[therefore] the outcome of the habits of life… [thus]  the 
       discipline of daily life acts to alter or reinforce the received habits of thought…[thus ] acts to 
       alter or fortify the received  institutions under which men live [within a particular society].. the 
      direction in which …the alteration proceeds is [then] conditioned by the trends of the discipline 
     of daily life’’ (Veblen 1961: cited in cited in Chang 2007: p. 314).

The basic argument of Veblen was that the metaphor of understanding human society better is through the human body that made- up the society in question. In other words institutions are the response to some uncertainty and it is the means by which individuals in the society acquires patterns of behaviour from others (Loasby 1999: p. 46 cited in Szostak 2009: p. 191).                                  

Also in recent past some empirical literature on long-term economic development and growth has equally emphasis the role of institutions to economic development and growth.  To this end, they concludes that viable institutions influences economic growth positively, therefore  some economy are  growing faster because of their ability to develop  functional and efficient institutions as well as  improve upon the prevailing  institutional structure. 
As a result  Reinert  thus  opined  that; studying the institutional structures of the society (i.e. the political, economic, legal or justice, social, cultural and religion beliefs and values) ought to be  the main focus of development economist in order to have a better understanding  of why some society are making positive economic progress and  why some are not? He then argued that; there existed an ‘‘ancient’’ traditions of institutional economy which among other things informed the policies responsible for the western European positive economic progress in the early century (Reinert in Chang 2007: p. 54).

Furthermore Fukuyama also justify the important  of institutions to economic development in one of his  book‘‘ Trust’’  where he equally opined that, ‘‘ Perhaps the most crucial area of modern life in which [cultural institution] exercises a direct influence on [the] general well-being of [a][society] and the international [political] order is the economy’’  (Fukuyama 1995: p. 6). 

Meaning that the society well-being as well as its ability to compete favourably in terms of economy progress is to a large extent the function of the cultural values as enshrined in the overall institutional structure of the society. Thus he argued that, for instance the Germans workplace seems to be more flexible and egalitarian in the sense that over the years it has evolved a high level of mutual trust among the managers and the fellow workers than other societies in Europe. As a result  the Germans society seems to fair better in terms of economic development & growth up to this day’’ (ibid). In the same vein James Coleman in his own observation claims that ‘‘social capital’’ is the ability of people to work together for a common purpose either as a group or as an organisation or better still within the society hence without trust it is very difficult to work together for a common purpose in any society or as a group (Coleman cited in ibid: p. 10).

To this end he thus contends that;

      ‘‘In addition to skills and knowledge, a distinct portion of human capital has to do with people’s 
     ability to associate with each other [this is] critical not only to economic life but to virtually   

     [all] other aspect of social relationship. [And] the ability to associate’s [also] depends… on 
     the degree to which [the society] share norms and values and are able to subordinate individual 
    interests to those of [the] larger groups [and] of such values come trust and trust …has a 
    [significant] and measurable economic value’’(Coleman cited  in Fukuyama 1995: p. 10).

In other words the ability citizenry to have a healthy and mutual relationship without been suspicious of each other is very potent in shaping the economic progress of every society. And what could make possible of such a situation? It is only through an efficient and comprehensive institution of justice.      
Also and according to Smith,  economic life is deeply rooted in every   society social life and we can only have a better understanding of a society economic progress through  its customs, morals values as well as the general habits of the members of the society  which can’t be detach from the cultural institutions of the society (Smith cited in ibid: p. 13).

To this end  Swidlers in his own remarks  stated that, the role of institutions is to enable people to re-shaped  their priority  and motivations  thereby creating  a new definitions of a desirable and acceptable cultural values  and behaviour  in response to the changing situation (Swidlers 2004: cited in ibid: p. 47).  Thus, institutions ought to be created with a clear purpose of mind… as part of a conscious strategy purposed mainly to achieving a well-defined dynamic economic and political objectives within the society (LeaonardoBruni (1369-1444) cited  in ibid: p. 56).

For instance the western European institutional transformation that took place starting  from the eighteenth  century  were aimed at breaking the existing institutions of the middle ages regarded as change-inducing and change enabling institutional transformation according to  the Schumpeterian institutional transformation. That is, the ability of the society to create a functional institutions out of the existing dysfunctional institutions;  what he (Schumpeter) refers to as ‘‘the power of  creative-destruction’’ In other words creating an efficient  institutions that could engendered viable economic development  as well as the  ability to improve upon these institutions at every giving point. This invariably laid the foundation for the sustainable economic growth that is being experience in many of the western developed societies of the world today. 

Also knack  & Keefer  and  Hall & Jones recognising  the important of  institutions to the economic progress of every society… describes institutions as a ‘‘sine-qua-non’’ for  a viable and purposeful economic progress in every nation that is, as the basic requirement for economic progress. Thus they argued that the reason for the economic progress of the Western Europe was as a result of an historical development of vibrant and high qualitative institutions characterised with such values property rights and efficient rule of law for the enforcement of the rules of the game in the societies (Knack & Keefer 1995: cited in Bhattacharyya 2011: p. 22). ... Attitude which of course has become part and parcel of the entire civil society. Consequently even when some of them later migrated they carried-along with them the social virtues as embedded in  the institutions , invariably  we could see the manifestation of this some of  the regions  of the world today. 

To further  stress the important of institutions to economic growth was  Francis Bacon as far back as  1620 equally stated that the difference between  the way of life of the men in the civilised western Europe  and that of the wildest  and most barbarous region of New India then was  neither from the soil, or climate nor of  the race but rather  from what he called the ‘‘arts’’ that  is, the man’s activities within  a  confine environment in other words,  his modes of production that  actually influenced  the institutional structure. Thus he concludes that human attitudes is a reflection  of the prevailing institutional  arrangement within the society. Thus argued that the feudal society institutional arrangement seems to be inimical to economic growth of the societies as well as not compatible for the take-off of modern economic development …which could led to  a higher living standards within the society. 

As a result the entire societies  has to embarked on a more radical institutional transformation in order to lay a solid foundation  for  the possible  take-off  of modern development.

(Bacon 1620 cited in Chang 2007: p. 61).  Thus Reinerts asserts that institutions are the tool that facilitates the progress from one stage of development to another stage (in line with Rostow’s stages of development assumption). Therefore the dynamics of a society could be better understand in the context of the it productive structure (Reinert cited in ibid:).

Another eminent and proponent of institutions theory as the raison d’être for underdevelopment and economic backwardness are Acemoglu  & Robinson. And both as a single author or co-authors   have been able to argue strongly and in a more comprehensive manner.  Thus they tried to expatiate on the important of viable institutions to economic development and growth.  And they presented strong arguments in favour of institutions as main fundamental determinants factor of any purposeful economic growth in any society; for instance they tried to trace the origin of the capitalist institutions in the early history of modern Europe and the subsequent modern economic development that emanated from the western in relations to the institutional structure that tends to influence the economic take-off and performance of these nations.  And they tried to explain the symbiotic relationship role of trade and institutional development in facilitating the economic progress and growth in the western European societies.     

To this end they made comparative analysis of  the early empires in Western Europe and they concludes that while trade flourished and help transform the society of Britain and Holland (for instance) due to a viable institutional structure that was in place.  On the contrary  the early empires of  Portugal and Spain in the earlier century  couldn’t  achieve the same fit   due to the fact that the monarch and the priest in Portugal and Spain then; held strongly  to the control of trading activities and never allows the private individual or organisation  the opportunity to also accumulate any de facto political power to challenge the existing institutions which favoured the monarch and the priest at that point in the history of Europe (Acemoglu cited in in Bhattacharyya 2011: p. 25). 

As a result  the possible  incentives to undertake investment in physical and human capital was compromise and  eroded, consequently  the growth in this two early  empire before (the British and the French) suffered a serious economic setback at the end of the day (ibid).

They argues further that  the  social and political transformation that later took place from the nineteenth   century was as a result of a conscientious  and deliberate efforts by the elites to avert  any future political and social upheaval  that can  warrant  another French  experience of 1789 (The French Revolution). Thus the need to reform  further the existing institutions became more  expedient in order to creates the necessary precondition for a more viable and sustainable economic progress thereby reducing inequality and poverty within the civil  society (ibid:), which invariably leads to a significant economic progress of the western European to this day.  

As a result  they maintained that institution is  the fundamental factor for economic development, that shape the incentive structure for  capital accumulation and technology advancement which  are  very significant  for  meaningful economic progress  to take place in the  society (ibid).

Moreover and according to Oliver Williamson who  also  stressed  the important of institutions to  positive economic  growth  thus  claimed that vibrant institutions help to facilitates economic efficiency in a society (Williamson cited in Szostak 2009: p. 191).  

Again  Lawrence E. Harrisson in his book ‘‘Underdevelopment in a state of mind’’ (2000) also concur to the institutions theory  and he argued  that, cultural institutions is one of  the principal factor that account for the different economic development between the western developed societies (i.e. U.S., Canada,  Britain, German, Denmark and France e.t.c).  And that of the undeveloped societies of  many Latin America, Africa and that of South Asian societies.  And he acknowledged the facts that   culture is not an independent entity that can be detached from the existence of mankind… culture is informed by the historical and political development of every  society. Thus he concludes that the traditional Hispanic culture is one of the major obstacles to meaningful economic development in the Latin America countries (Harisson cited in  Hopper 2012: p 52). 

Finally  regarding  the relationship between culture and growth Landes (1998) also posit that values such as thrift, honesty, tolerance and hard work are highly conducive to economic growth thus 
he opined that; ‘‘[if] there is anything we learn from the history of economic development, it is, that culture make all the difference’’ (Landes 1998:p 516  cited in Szostak 2009: p 239).

That is, cultural beliefs and values are very important factors that influences the pattern of every society modes of development.  
Thus  and on a final note,  the  basic assumptions of the institutions theory school of thought is  that, institutions make the difference between the western developed societies and the less-developed societies in terms of positive and sustainable economic progress as a result the success or failure  of  any society could  basically therefore be attributed to the institutional structure of such society. In other words institutions are the rule of the game for any meaningful economic growth to take place in any society.  For instance institutions is the rules that govern human interactions, in essence institutions comprised both the formal rule, that is, the rules of law and regulations as well as informal rules- society share beliefs and norms that governs or regulates the actions of every individual and organisations on what ought to be and what ought not to be within a national boundary. For instance institutions help regulate the self-behaviour of the capitalist in a market economy as well as in the public sectors, that is, it restrains the tendency of exhibiting self- interest behaviour at the expense of the civil society as a whole. Thus according to Preston the principles of behaviour cannot become effective unless the existing institutional patterns tend to justify it (Preston 1996: p 48). Thus on this basis  the researcher  derives  the dissertation hypothesis and the theory and hope to critically examine  some these assumptions or put differently to test this hypothesis as well as the theory in relations to the challenges of  underdevelopment and economic backwardness of many of Sub-Saharan Africa societies in the 21st century.
3:3:1
MODERNISATION THEORY:

Modernisation theory is believes to have developed from what has been refers to as the behavioural revolution that took place in the U.S.  Immediately after the second world war (WW II).  And some of  it  earlier proponent includes some notable scholars of comparative politics such as  Gabriel Almond , James Coleman, Samuel Huntington, Lucian Pye, David  Apter and the French philosopher Marquis de Condorcet as well as W.W. Rostow in his  book  ‘‘The Stages of Economic  Growth (Handelman 2006: p.12).  As a result modernisation theorists have tried to achieve a varying degree of conclusions in it response to the reasons to the economic backwardness of many societies of the world, depending on the different scholar’s background and view. 

This invariably led us to some of the basic assumptions of the theory. For instance, while some schools concludes that the problem  or  the  challenges of  economic  development in the less-developed and the developing societies was as a result of  lack of fiscal capital to invest in real infrastructural development.  On the others hand some  argued  that,  it was a question of value systems that was responsible for underdevelopment of the underdeveloped societies,  that is,  many  of these societies  lack viable cultural values that could engender positive economic progress. 
And Rostow concludes on his own part  as narrated in his  stages of economic development theory, that all societies progress in a linear path toward development i.e. The traditional society; Pre-condition of a possible ‘‘take –off’’; The ‘‘take-off stage’’;  The drive to maturity stage; and  The age of mass consumption (Rapley  2007: p 24-25). Thus while some societies as already attained the age mass consumption for instance the western developed nations. Others are still more or less at the traditional and the pre-condition of a possible take-off stage (i.e. the many of the less-developed nations of the including majority of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies). While others has equally take-off (i.e. many of the East Asian nations as well as the BRIC).       
Thus they then  argued that, in order for these nations that has not taking-off  to take-off and experience meaningful economic progress it  therefore requires  a serious  involvement  of the western trained elites  that  has acquired the capitalist  values in the course of their education to help move these nations  forward positively. 

However,  either from the sociological, political or economic perspective view  they  concur to facts that in every society, underdevelopment was regarded as the first  stage and that the western developed societies  has  already progressed  beyond the initial  stage  to highest stage while the  others societies particularly of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies are finding it very difficult to even take-off. Therefore the developed west could help propel or speedy the economic development take-off in the less-developed and the developing societies of the word. By expending her surplus   capital and sharing it technical know-how in order to bring about positive economic progress in these societies. Invariably the U.N., the OECD and IFI’s thus buy into this idea through the provision of development assistance in form of fiscal funds and many other possible way they considered necessary to help these nations out of their present economic poorness. 
Although research has shown that in keeping to this presumption, the OECD and the IFI’s through their development assistance, has done a lot to pull many of these societies out of their present economic backwardness and absolute poverty. However despite all the efforts the miserable economic  conditions still persisted in many of less-developed societies of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies, what then could have been responsible? 
As such the theory  tried to examined  the internal structure  of  less-developed societies  and concludes  that the  traditional societies  and it institutions which are still prevalent in many of these societies  are very inimical to  economic development because of its negativity   i.e. such society are not innovative,  as such it is  stagnant and unchanging,  it does not  grow because the members lack  the spirit of entrepreneurship as a result progress are been retards.

Also the internal factors in these societies (i.e. Illiteracy, traditional agrarian structure, the traditional behaviour of the population, the low division of labour, the lack of communication and infrastructure, etc. equally impacts negatively on the overall economic progress of these societies. 

Consequently the theory then concludes that in order for the backward societies of the world to experience flourishing societies like their western developed counter path. 

The path to their economic  development  must  also  be  patterned after  the  industrialized or the western developed world, as such there would be bright possibility to experiencing a viable economic development and growth  (Michael and Jeong in Mudacumura&Haque 2004: p. 472).  

The theory went further to explained the procedure to modernising the society, by trying  to  identifies  the conditions that gave rise to  the positive  economic progress  of the western developed compares to the less-developed societies.  In other words, it identified some of the challenges to growth and the reasons for the underdevelopment of the less-developed societies of the world.

And went further step to prescribes some possible way- out of the unfortunate economic logjam these nations. Thus it avowed   that if only the underdeveloped societies of the world could as well follow the same path of economic development as the western developed societies did in the early century. There is every  tendency that sooner or later there would  be a kind of  economic convergence in the near future, that is, a situation in which the whole  societies of the world  would be at same level of  economic development, just as the case presently with the western developed nations. As such the theory thus strongly advocates radical transformation of the entire system as the first strategy for possible economic growth…using the industrialized or developed nations as a model in terms of economic development and growth. That is, technological improvements and rational societies transformation would help brings- about a change in moral and cultural values of a traditional societies because development means the modernisation entire social structure of the society.  Meaning that the underdeveloped society needs to create more specialised and complex political and economic institutions to complement the modern values.  For instance in a society where it’s the custom that,  the council of elders are the one responsible for legislative and judicial functions.  It argued that this is not good enough in the sense that modern society requires a more  specialised body to perform these functions in order to achieve a better result.  Also modern development requires training and re-training of the bureaucracies as such the public officers would be very much abreast of the rudiments and the ethics of public service. Consequently career advancement would then be based on merit rather than rent-seeking while   decisions also would be consistently taken in line with the popular standards of rules. Invariably  the political class and the public officials would be able to channel their energy on popular demands and  the general well-being of the civil society. 
Again  as soon as these cultural and institutional changes occurs in the society, it then obvious that the foundation of a modern society has been laid in order to experience a flourishing society.
Thus  based on these  assumptions modern  development and industrialisation becomes  a race of catching- up with the western developed societies standards of living as well as its institutions. 
As such  the transformation of the society institutions from the traditional to modern was seen as the first requirement for modern economic progress. And how can society transform from the traditional to a modern society? It’s through the right educational system, urbanisation and public enlightenment through the spread of mass media.  For instance in Europe  as the peasants  moves from the country sides  to the cities, urbanisation occurs and as children attends schools,  many more citizens were educated and has better  access to the medium of information as such cultural transformation took  place …that  lead to a cross diffusion of ideas across the borders . Consequently  modern  economic development spread within the region.  
To this end the theory believes that such scenario could be replicated in the less-developed societies and regions of the world, if only there is  willingness and readiness on the part of the civil society to change the society. Again to accomplish  such fit as the western developed societies the theory thus stress that there is needs  for a to overhauling of the structural system (i.e. political, economic, legal, education, cultural and  the social institutions )  in order to acquire  the right institutional values that could  engender positive economic progress.    

3:3:2:
SOME OF THE CRITICS OF MODERNISATION THEORY:
Although this theory has  been criticised in recent time by some economic development scholars.   Thus they stated for instance, that the theory has  failed to take some social factors in the society   into consideration. And  one such critic  came from Samuel   Huntington  the proponent  of ‘’Clash of Civilisation’’, and he contends that the theory erroneously assumed that all good things goes together  automatically  thus he argued that economic growth is not a guarantee for an enduring political system or other elements of political development i.e. democracy.

For instance in countries like Brazil , South Korea  and Taiwan there  industrialization  and economic development  originated and flourishes under  an  authoritarian government for many years which is contrary to the assumption of the modernisation theory that emphasise on the Western political system as the ideal political system that will engendered economic development and growth (Hungtington cited in Handelman 2006: p. 13-14).
Some also argued  that the theory has been so optimistic and too simple in it assertions on the change,  in the sense that it assumed that the less-developed and developing societies alike could  achieve economic development and growth (i.e. greater equality and political stability simultaneously (ibid). And  put metaphorically they argued that the theory does not put into consideration, for instance, what will happen if the ‘flight’ of the less-developed nations  fails to take-off or if the one that are  already air bound (the developing nations)  begins to slow down?  Thus it means that  in order  not to experience a catastrophe, the developed nations must continue  to grow and as well continue to offer a helping hand to the less-developed nations for their economic development  flight to take-off at the same time to the developing nations  for  their flight to continue flying.

Finally they also argued  that the theory did not foresee any conflict of interests between the rich and the poor of the less-developed and developing nations  because the accumulation of wealth in one hands by the privileged groups might actually diminish the chances of others which could result to a conflicts of interest within the societies. 
By and large and going by the fore-going to an extent they might have been able to identified some of the weakness of this theory vis-à-vis the present situations in some of the less-developed and the developing societies of the world today: which tends to have been an impediments to viable economic progress in many of these societies. However the facts remains in the history of theoretical explanation, there has never been a perfect theory without it little defects. 

Thus  despite all these critics and from the researcher point of view;  modernisation theory has been able to make a significant contributions  to the challenges to economic growth vis-à-vis the underdeveloped societies of the world today.  And which the researcher hope build upon in explaining why many of  the Sub-Saharan Africa nations still lack behind in terms of economic development and growth in this 21st century at the later chapter.  In other words, to a large extent,  there is moral sense and justification in most of the postulations of the theory in relations to the problem of viable economic development and growth in less-developed and developing societies of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.  

Although it might seems challenging to transform the existing cultural and political institutions of any society  in order  for an ordinary citizens to acquire real political and economic relevance. However research has shown that it is quite possible if there is positive will and concerted efforts among the entire civil society .  In other words, as long as it took place in the western developed societies in early century  starting from Britain, to Germany, The Netherlands, France, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland and the United States of America e.t.c, thus the same fit could as well be replicated in the less-developed societies of the world, particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa region. Where we tends to have the highest cases of underdevelopment and backward societies in the world.   And as one anonymous author  rightly said that; not to imitate would mean a permanent dependence on the workshop of the world. For instance,  industrialisation and constitutional political system first started  in  Britain and it later spread to the of the Western European  societies also these values were equally replicated in it later off-shoots around the world through conscious imitation.  In other words,  the  spread of wealth in Western  Europe, and later  to  other developed parts of the world, was as a result of  a conscious policies of emulation (Reinert, 2007: p.10). Also in the present dispensation imitation has continued within  the western developed nations  through technology transfer in most cases. As such if  it happened  in other nations why not- if not in many of the underdeveloped societies all over the world? Particularly the Sub-Saharan Africa region  provide  there is will and willingness among the civil society.  Because according  to constructivism  assumption, reality is constructed  as such society generally could  be restructure to suit or to fulfil certain positive purpose as dim- fit by the members of the society.
In other words,  society is a human product of  an objective reality,  while man is the social product thus the society system or values are made-up of human ideas and body of thought that serves to influence the corporate existence and the economic direction of the society. 
Therefore  we must move away from  a theory that poses economic development as an automatic outcome of divinely or mathematically calculated harmony; to one in which economic development is a product of a conscious institutional transformation and planning as advocated by the modernisation theory.

                                              CHAPTER FOUR:
4:1:1:

AN EMPIRICAL OVERVIEW OF THE BACKWARDNESS & UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN THE SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA NATIONS.
In this chapter the researcher intends to presents some of the empirical  evidences in relations to the research problem formulation, that is, why the researcher believed that many of the Sub-Saharan  Africa nations  still lagged  behind in terms of economic development and growth  compares to the Western developed  societies as well as some other regions of the world. And the researcher intends to do this judiciously by drawing from relevant data  (i.e. books, articles, journals) and most importantly through the U.N Millennium Development indicator and WDI development indicator as well as through  general observations.  
Although  in recent past some  world human development indicator has comes- out with some world development indicators,  showing  that  after all  the Sub-Saharan Africa region has been able to experience some level of economic progress particularly in the area of human development compared to the earlier decades or century. 

However and as rightly argued by Lewis, that it is possible that the output of a nation to grow and yet the greatest number of the population gets poorer and the average living standard also degenerates.  Thus he argued that output might be growing while consumption  declines and  according to Lewis, this might be as a  result  of  either the saving  increased overtime within the national economy or that the government is using-up more resources  or output for its own personal purposes (Lewis 1955: p. 9). For instance the government of most often many government in the Sub-Saharan African nations embarked on gigantic white elephant  and unproductive development  projects (i.e. hosting of unnecessary and elaborates  international summit) all in the name of showing the world that they have equally arrived and capable of catching-up with the western developed nations  while  the majority  of the  citizenry are still languishing in an abject poverty. Also saving might increase unevenly within a national economy as a result of lack of an efficient financial probity on the part of the government through bribery and corruption as well as rent-seeking rather than to create wealth for appreciable members of the society.   
Also they engaged most often on unsustainable government spending particularly when there is economic boom in one area of the economy;  as the case before and during the oil  crisis in 1973 in  which some  SSA nations  experienced an unprecedented economic boom in production of some  agricultural products like cocoa, rubber and coffee as well as in the production of crude oil in the rest past. Unfortunately however  the aftermath of these economic boom has been disastrous  in most cases.  In the sense that due to the mismanagement of the excess wealth… the economic  performance  at end ‘‘nose-dive’’ in an  unprecedented manner; to the extends that many became bankrupt  since then thus getting-out of it has been more of an herculean task to this day. 
Furthermore and stated by Hogendorn  that,  development might means growth however  growth does not necessarily means development. In the sense that while growth are measure by the total output per capita income (GDP). On the other hands real development are measure by the  structural, institutional and qualitative changes that expands a country economic capacities in a more evenly way within the entire society.   As such he therefore concluded  that  the said economic growth in many of the backward nations measure by GDP might be misleading because income distribution is unequally distributed.  As a result the greater population of the society are still enmeshed in both absolute and abject poverty (Hogendorn 1996: p. 16-24).

Thus the above explanations on development and growth by both scholars better shed more light on any economic development and growth that might have been perceived to have taken place in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations in the recent past. 

Thus in the light of the above explanations the researcher  would like to introduce  figure 1 below  to buttress  arguments  in relations to the economic backwardness and underdevelopment   of the Sub-Saharan Africa region compares to other regions of the world. In other words, to present a vivid picture of the rich, the middle, the low and the poorest regions of the world in relations to the research question.

Figure 1:
[image: image2.emf]
Sources: From one of the lecture note on Development Economics (Copenhagen University)  

· The Maroon or dark red colour   represent the rich/developed countries.  

· The gold colour   represents the middle income countries. .

· The golden   colour represents the middle /low income countries.

· The yellow/light yellow colour represents the low income and the poorest countries.

Actually it was on the above figure that the geography hypothesis school tends to justified it  reason  for underdevelopment and lack of economic progress in many of the less-developed and  developing societies or regions of the world. Be that as it may, the relevant of figure 1 is to highlight the world distribution of underdevelopment and growth with emphasise on the Sub-Saharan African region which is the main jurisdiction of this presentation. 
Furthermore and for better understanding of  economic backwardness and underdevelopment concept in relations to the research topic and the research question. The research  at this point would like to  highlight some of the basic characteristic of backwardness and underdevelopment.  

In other words,  what distinguishes developed societies  from the underdeveloped or the less-developed nations. And why does Sub-Sahara Africa societies often classified as  backward and underdeveloped nations?
 4:1:2:
FEATURES OF BACKWRDNESS &  UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
From the enlightenment age public good has been identifying as a major concern of the early social philosopher like Thomas Hobbes, Jean Bodin e.t.c. Consequently the early classical economics writers like Adam Smith & David Ricardo thus considered a change in the standard-of-living in the entire  society,  especially that of the working class as the most fundamental in any society  economic progress. 
To this end  Oppocher & Savadori thus argued that, economic growth are  means of fulfilling the goals of a higher order within the society (Oppocher & Salvadori 2009: p. 3).  Likewise J.S. Mill opined that: ‘‘the history of mankind ought to be…a process [in] bringing human nature to its greatest perfection’’ (Mill 1929: cited in Oppocher & Salvadori 2009: p. 3). As a result he then  stressed the view that possible industrial growth could be a sine-qua-non for a permanent material basis for a good and happy life of every member of the society. And he concludes  therefore, that the change in the standards of living and increases in production and consumption determines how good or bad the economic performance of a given society (ibid: p. 2). 
In his own contribution Alfred Marshall also considered the standard- of- living and the social goals of economic development as more important side of any political economy (Marshall 1920: cited in ibid). As such any society that fails to demonstrates these qualities and attributes as stated by these eminent economic development scholars could therefore be considered as backward and   underdeveloped society.  
Although  different  renowned scholars in various fields particularly  in the discipline of social science  has argued that the poor  economic performance of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations  are not after all  been persistent  based on  the fact that  some of these nations  has actually experienced  a period of economic boom and growth  in the time past (particularly immediately after the  independence  down  to the early 1970s).

However  the period of the presumed economic progress was short-live because investigation  has revealed that by 1977 and 1986 the general output (GDP) of many of these nations dropped drastically by more than 15 percent on average (Hogendorn 1996: p. 80).  Ever since then economic backwardness in many of these nations has almost been more of a vicious-circle with some sporadic improvement  at some point and soon afterward with a serious decline again. Thus making  the  economic performance of many of these nations  unstable and unsustainable over the decades. As  such many of these nations are  more or less  condemned to a state of  economic backwardness and  stagnation with high rates of poverty in these societies compares to the other regions of the world.  

As stated by Brenner in his work,  titled ‘‘The Theories of Economic Development and Growth’’  in which  he was  able to identified some of the  characteristics  features of  underdeveloped society. 
As such he argued that  an undeveloped society, is that  society  in which poverty stink (Brenner 2011: p. 249).  Put differently is that society where there are many beggars and the greatest number of the  population dwells in the rural areas as a subsistence farmers with a primitive or traditional means of production;  and without access to the basic human needs in life (i.e. food and portable water, clothing and shelter and  good health care system as well as an healthy environment).
He contends further that an undeveloped  society  are the societies that lacks its own industries and   with  erratic power supply.  It’s also that society that lack infrastructural development (i.e. good roads and rails, poor communication system, insufficient provision of social amenities, such as hospitals and schools and  in some cases where they are provided… they are not well equipped  and accessible to the general public. He again describes underdeveloped  as the society in which  despite the pervasiveness of poverty one could  still find  some pocket of very wealth men who lives  sophisticated and luxury life… It’s the nation or society without a comprehensive banking system  and where small loans could only be obtain through the local lenders who are more or less a ‘‘Shylock’’ in nature.

Another important characteristic of the backward  societies  according to Brenner is that its main exports are primarily raw materials (gold, cocoa, coffee, iron & ore, crude oil e.t.c) with small admixture of luxury handicrafts; and in most cases the production or the extraction of these  minerals resources are in the firm control of  the foreign firms…in collaboration with the few educated local elites who used the opportunity to exploit the national resources.  

Finally   society  with  a very low per capital  income and with  high birth and death rates, as such won’t experience any remarkable economic growth (ibid).  Thus research has apparently shown that     the above characteristics features of backward societies as illustrated by Brenner are in no doubt well pronounce  in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations as such the region has constantly  being describes as a backward and underdeveloped region.      
4:2:1
THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERDEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
As observed by Banerjee et at,  that although it’s apparent  that there is great poverty in the world today;  however  it is more pronounced  and disproportionately concentrated in some of the region of the world than the others… particularly  the Sub-Saharan  African societies  and that of the  South Asian nations. Where research has shown that the ratio of people living in an extreme and abject  poverty are believed to be around 46% in the former and around 40% in the latter (Banerjee et al 2006: p. xvi). 

However  research has shown that  before and immediately after the independence (in the late 1950s and early 1960s)  many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations  were very optimistic about  a rapid  economic development  and growth  of the region based on the availability of some natural resources.  And this was made manifest by the initial economic growth that occurred in some of the nation’s  immediately after the independence and  before the first oil crisis in 1973.  In other words, they  were filled with  a  great expectation and hope then, (particularly the elites class)   that  as soon as  they take-over the leadership and the administration of their various nation, the sky-is-the-limit in terms of economic development. To them colonialism   was the fundamental impediments to  meaningful economic development and industrial growth. 
To this end the then independence charismatic leader of Ghana (in person of Kwame Nkrumah) opined in 1957 & 1963 that the political independence of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations  will be value less without a correspondence economic independence because under colonialism a country has a limited and restricted economic relations with other nations and the natural resources of many nations under colonialism  were  developed to serve the interest of the colonial masters (Nkrumah cited in Kabuya 2007: p. vi).  As such  he contends further (in what later became the reference point for many of the Africa leaders and the elites then) that; 

‘‘In planning national development; the [pertinent] fundamental guide is the need for economic independence  in the industrial area, our aim …[is] to encourage the establishment of [industries]  where we have a [comparative] advantage in local resources  and labour  or where we can produce essential commodities for development or for domestic consumption. For unless we attain [an] economic freedom, our struggle for [political] independence will …be in vain and our plans for social and cultural advancement frustrated. Today, there is a new African in the world, and that new African is ready to fight his own battle and show [the world] that after all the black man is capable of managing his own affairs. [And] we are going to [show] the world ….that [as] young as we are; we are prepared to lay our own foundations. [Therefore the independence of Ghana is meaningless unless it is linked up with the [total] liberation of Africa’’ (President Kwame Nkrumah cited in Kabuya 2007: p.vi).  What a great expectation and  very promising statement from the newly independent nation of Africa nation . But regrettably enough this statement was very far from fulfilling its purpose and  objectives on the long-run after over fifty years of independence of some of these nations. In other words after many  years of a very promising statement and future many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations are yet to set their  feet’s  on the development ladder …to impress the rest of the world  in terms of economic growth  as they  initially thought they would do. Rather it has been  gory tales of  political and  ethnic rivalries as well as both abject and absolute poverty.

Thus rather than to impress  the rest of the world as earlier anticipated at independence…the region has unfortunately becomes a major concerns to the rest of the world in terms of economic growth and increase rates of poverty and very low standard of living compares  to other regions of the world in this 21st century.     

For instance as early as 1966 after the independence;  Ghana net foreign reserves were in a deficit of 391 million dollars down from the initial surplus of 269 million dollars after the independence in 1957 (less than a decade after the independence) with an astronomical increase in the rate of inflation from 1%  at independence to 22.7% in 1966  as well as a fall in per capita GDP from 500 dollars to an unimaginable 470 dollars by 1966  (Fozu in Ndulu et. al  2008: p.143). Unfortunately this was the prevailing trends in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations at independence. 
Thus in response to the declining economic growth  and it resultant effects of increase in poverty  as a result of uneven distribution of  income and wealth within  many of the  societies  at the post-independence…the SSA head of states  decided to meet in Arusha  (Tanzania) in  1967 under the leadership of Julius Nyerere  (the then charismatic Tanzania President) in order  to fashion a possible way-out of the economic predicament. 
However the main highlight of the Arusha declaration was the adoption of a socialist model which they considered as an ultimate strategy for rapid economic development and growth in order to be  off-the-hook of underdevelopment as quickly as possible in line  with Schiller statement that  ‘‘the faster an economy grows the faster the reduction [in the level of poverty within the society]’’ (Schiller 2008: p.77).  And on the other hand the slower an economic grows the higher poverty and the slower the level of poverty reduction.  Thus they advocated a strong government intervention in the national economy as a result the role of government were extended to monitor the economy in order to improve the general well-being of the greater  population (Ndulu et at 2008: p.145). Unfortunately however this was to be become more or less a ‘‘white-elephant- project’’ in the sense that it was only on paper and it ended right there in Arusha simply  because the leaders were more interested in power politics than service politics.  As such there has been a wide increase in income inequality in many of these societies . And since then as argued  by Ndulu…the average real per capita income of many of the SSA nations has hardly increase as expected (ibid: p. 6).   Consequently many of these nations does remains almost stasis in terms  of meaningful development compares to other regions of the world.  For instance the constant decline in growth rates coupled with the astronomical increase in the population led to a decline in per capita annual income  to 0.4%  compared to that of even the South Asia which stood at 1.7%  per capita annual income in the 1970s. And from 1980 to 1993 the average per capital income of the SSA was still just 0.8% annually (Kabuya 2007: p.51).  And  by 1987 the poverty level for instance in Sierra-Leone has risen to 80% while  inflation move up to an unimaginable percentage of 180%  in the same period while the government revenues also decline to less than 10% of the GDP (Ndulu et al 2008: p.144). 
Furthermore  and according to one of the valuable data prepared by Angus Maddison for the OECD in 1995, it was believed that by 1820 for instance the Western developed nations  only outpaced Africa in the average per capita GDP by a ratio of   about 2.9%  unfortunately by 1992 it stood at a whopping  some of 13.2%  from 35%  average in the 1970s (Yang 2003: p. 37)…Between 1974 and the early 21st century the average GDP was just 10% (White 2009: p. 108). Consequently by the  turn  of the millennium almost half of the Sub-Saharan Africa population has fell below the poverty line of less than 1.25 dollars per day. And  as  argued by White… this was strange and absolute divergence in the sense that while other region are improving the  lots of their  population unfortunately many of the SSA are experiencing economic decline  and stagnation as such absolute poverty has becomes a norm in many of the societies.
4:2:2:
THE ECONOMIC STAGNATION OF THE SUB-SAHARA SINCE THE EARLY 1970S TO DATE 

As argued by Kabaj that;   ‘‘It would be [very wrong] to defend [an]  economic  growth that do not  

      result…substantially [in] the improvement …of income of the poor and in such key indicators of 
      social welfare, as adequate nutrition…access to [drinkable] water, [comprehensive] primary 
      education primary health care [plus] employment opportunities (Kabaj 2003: p.3). 
In other words as long as research still shows that  the highest numbers of the population still lives in an  abject poverty it means such an economic growth couldn’t not be regarded as a positive economic growth in any  society. In the sense that economic development and growth by its nature   ought  to bring an  improvement to the living standard of an average member of a given society, rather than an handful members within the society. 
And unfortunately the Sub-Saharan Africa region been  regarded as the only region in which the highest number of population still lives in an absolute or abject  poverty. As such many of these nations  has failed by all standard of a states… while some are still failing in terms of political and economic (i.e.Somalia, Sudan, Congo Democratic, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe and in recent time Mali and Nigeria). And to be candid  it seems there are no any society in the Sub-Saharan region that  are immune or excepted   from one form of social vices particularly that of political, economic, ethic rivalry, conflicts and poverty. For instance in some of these so called states the government troops contends daily with civil unrest  and ethic militia groups who has taken to arm as a result of  high level of injustice and ethnic discontent that has gone out of government control. And  as argued by Rotberg that, failure looms in any society where violence often time degenerates into all-time internal war. And this was as a result the greed of the leaders and the elites to better the life of the entire civil  society.  Rather  they prey on their own citizens in most cases and the ruling elites oppresses, extort, and harass the majority of their citizens favouring the narrowly based elites  (Roberg in the Washington quarterly 2002: p.85-86).

Consequently conflicts and political instability continues to flourishes in many of these nations (i.e. Somalia, Sudan, Liberia, Congo Democratic Republic, Cote d’ Voire, e.tc.). And where there is no peace there won’t  be any appreciable economic growth  in the sense that no appreciable economic activities could take place because not many investor would be ready to invest on an hostile environment. For instance with the current outsourcing policy of many of the international organisation of the we western developed nations; while many scramble to invest in some of the East Asian nations  and to an extends the BRICS nations, on the other hand they rarely think of investing or moving any of their factory to the Sub-Saharan region which equally has the propensity for abundant and cheap labour in order to reducing production cost. Thus rather for many of these economy to grow they become stagnated or episodic with the number of people living on abject and absolute poverty growing daily in many of the society. 

4:3:1
EMPIRICAL EVIDENCES OF UDERDEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY COMPARES TO THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
As  observed by Nolan and Marx that,   poverty has been  that aspect of economic inequality that is   most obviously a source of societal concern because of it negative impact on the quality of life of the people as well as on the overall economic performance of a nation.

Thus according to Nolan & Marx  ‘‘The poor shall be  taken to mean persons, group of people or families whose income or resources are so limited  to  exclude them from the minimum acceptable standards of living  in a giving society  (Nolan & Marx in Salverda et al 2009: p. 315). 

For instance, poverty may have it  negative impact on health, education, income, inter-generational mobility  related to gender, the labour market, demography and household formation as well as migration of the people in the society.

As such  it has been estimated that between 40% to 45% of the 793 million of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies still live in  a state of poverty and with around 30% of this population been classified as being in an extreme poverty as well as living on less than 1.25 dollars per day
(Kabaj 2003: p. 5). Invariably  the Sub-Saharan Africa societies has been regarded as the only region with the highest proportion of its population still living in absolute poverty. And  regrettably enough this proportion has remained unchanged for many decades now and  instead  of an improvement it seems the unfortunate situation keep on degenerating daily due largely to an astronomical increase in population without a corresponding economic development to absorb the growing population. In other words, and according to Kabaj… the incidence of poverty has been made worse in this region due to the rapid population explosion without a correspondence provision of social amenities and job creation to absorb the increasing population (ibid). The population growth in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies has been so alarming compares to other regions of the world, for instance research has shown that eight of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations  account for an excess of about 3%  increase per annum. And going by this population explosion there is now a great concern on the food production to meet the demand of the growing population (ibid). And almost 5% or more of the Sub-Saharan Africa population still lives in a state of an extreme poverty with an income of less than one  dollar per day (Bloom et al 1998: cited in ibid: p. 108).  The most pathetic of it all was that, out of the twenty nations classified as been poor in the world today, fifteen are in the  Sub-Saharan Africa region. And it’s equally believed that the Sub-Saharan nations has the highest incident of HIV/AIDS in the world today. Thus the image of the region as  presented to the  rest of  world most often was that of starvation, sickness, killings as well as extreme poverty (Dumas in Mudacumura 2004: p. 480).

4:3:2:      

Agriculture & Rural Development
In line with the characteristic features of underdevelopment and backwardness as presented by  Brenner …the highest proportion of the SSA population still dwells in the rural areas as a subsistence farmers and artisans without much improvement on the mode of production to increase their agricultural production. Also most of these rural areas still lack modern infrastructural development i.e. good road (for the movement of agricultural products to the nearest urban market); no electricity, no hospital (as such the highest population of rural dwellers still depends on the  traditional mode medicine) and there are no  even  primary school in many places and if there is one in some places, some children from other villages will have to trek like two to five kilometres  from Monday –Friday to attend school. 
Also the unprecedented growth in the population  coupled  with occasional draught in some societies  has invariably escalate  the  depletion and degradation of land thus the majority of the SSA population are currently facing the food shortage and other agricultural products to sustain  the growing population in both the rural and the urban areas. Consequently hunger and under nourishments has becomes an accepted norms in some societies. 
For instance the figure below depicts in percentage the rural dwellers in SSA nations compares to other regions of the world.     

 Figure 3: Rural population (% of total population) 
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Source; WDI (2013)  

4:3:3
The Current Poverty Rates in Sub-Saharan Africa 
Using the MDGs data collection as a source of current performance in reducing poverty worldwide,  it has been observed that there has been some progress in some areas and some regions over the years… However  and by the MDGs estimation  it’s still believed that about one billion of the world population  would still be  living  on less than $1.25 per day by 2015. And that four out of every five of  this population  would still be in Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia region. Meaning that poverty would  still remain a source of concerns to the United Nations  particularly in the Sub-Saharan Africa region by 2015.  Although it has been  estimated that poverty rate dropped by almost 5%  in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies  between 2005 and 2008 …the highest to be recorded in the region since international poverty rates began to be estimated. And that for the first time it was believed that the incident of the absolute number of people living in extreme poverty dropped in the  region, with an infinitesimal differentiation of 395 million in 2005 to 386 million in 2008 after long-terms stagnation since 1981 (Source: www.un.org/millenniumgoal/pdf).
And below is the World Bank data on poverty estimation in Sub-Saharan Africa region although it was published in 2011 but it is the most recent estimation of poverty by the Word Development indicator 2013.

Figure 4.  
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Source: WDI (2013). 

While  the next  figures  depicts on average in  percentage  compare to other developing region of the world in relative terms of $1.25 and $2 per day respectively
Figure 5:

Poverty headcount ratio at $1.25 a day (PPP) (% of population) 
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Source: WDI (2013) 
Figure 6:

Poverty headcount ratio at $2 a day (PPP) (% of population) 
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Source: WDI (2013) 
More also and on the planned  targets of the U.N under the auspices of the MGDs to improve the lives  of the estimated  200 million slum dwellers in the developing nations…It’s assumed that the share of urban slum residents in the developing nations  have  declined over the years from 39% in 2000 to 33%  in 2012. And that about 200 million has equally has more access to improved water sources, improved sanitation facilities, or less crowded housing, thereby exceeding the MDG target ahead of the 2020 deadline.  
However the data concludes that despite the reduction in the percentage of urban population slums dwellers, the number of slum dwellers continues to swell and it was estimated that 863 million people still dwells in the slums compared to 650 million in 1990 and 760 million in 2000. Again on average the highest number of this figure are estimated to be in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.  And below is an example of one of  the unhealthy housing system  that existed  in many of the so called urban cities in the Sub-Saharan Africa nations.

[image: image4]
Source: www.un.org/millenniumgoal/pdf 
As such  despite the overall  acclaimed achievement of the MDGs in the area of slum dwellers  worldwide… it has  not being able to make an appreciable progress to  reducing  or improving the lives of the poor urban and slum dwellers in the Sub-Saharan Africa region.
4:3:4:
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM AND EDUCATION:
 Furthermore improving the health care system globally is also one of the most paramount targets the Millennium Development Goals and according to the MDGs report, many nations has begins to  stress the need for a more comprehensive primary health care system, including immunization, sanitation, access to safe drinking water, and safe motherhood initiatives.

However  despite the perceive progress, it  has been estimated that  about 358,000 maternal deaths still occurred worldwide in 2008 and the average annual percentage decline in the global maternal mortality ratio was just  2.3%  short of the 5.5%  annual decline necessary to meet the MDGs target.  
And out of the above figure the developing countries account for 99% or 355, 000, of all deaths rates in the world while Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia account for 87% of global maternal deaths, corresponding to 313,000 deaths. It was also alleged that in Sub-Saharan Africa, a woman’s risk of dying from preventable or treatable complications of pregnancy due to lack of a comprehensive and accessible health care system. Thus reducing the rate of  maternal mortality rates by half in the Sub-Saharan Africa region is still a serious challenge to U.N. agency. As such the life expectancy of an average inhabitants of the Sub-Saharan Africa society has therefore dropped significantly compares to other regions of the world.

(Source: www.un.org/millenniumgoal/pdf ). 

Figure 7:
Life expectancy at birth, total (years) 
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Finally and  on educational development research has shown that with the exception of  the Sub-Saharan Africa societies , more than 90% of children of primary school age were enrolled either in primary or secondary schools in 2010 worldwide. And regrettably enough out of 61 million children of primary school age that were out of school in 2010 half of this figure of (about 33 million) were from the Sub-Saharan Africa nations, while one fifth(of about 13 million are in Southern Asia nations) . In relative terms it means  about 24%  of children of primary school age are not enrolled in schools in the Sub-Saharan Africa societies (ibid).  
Although in recent time and according to some development indicator using the GDP, it was believed that some of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations has been able to record some economic growth in the recent past, however going by the above empirical facts one might be tempted to  begins to  challenge the authenticity of such development growth indicator. In the sense that 
economic development and growth ought to means progress in every areas of human existence in a society.   In other words  it ought to encompasses  a broad fulfilment of the basic human needs  both material and emotional needs i.e. the provision of affordable shelter, access to  a comprehensive health system as well as education; the provisions of social services and infrastructural development i.e. water, electricity, good roads as well as the ability of the citizens afford three square basic and  a balance diets. It also means an even distribution of income and wealth in the society as such  poverty in the society could then be  a thing of the past just as the case in most  of the western developed societies  of world (i.e. Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, Germany, Canada) e.t.c.
Therefore and based on the empirical facts as presented above …in relations to the overall economic performance in the Sub-Saharan Africa nations.  On average it is obvious that the acclaimed  economic progress in some of the  Sub-Saharan Africa nations in the  recent past could be describe as  flash- in- the-pan in the sense that it has failed to brings-about an appreciable life transformation to the general well-being of greater number of its  inhabitants. 
                                                          CHAPTER FIVE: 

THE ANALYSIS:
5:1:1:
THE ROLE OF INSTITUTIONS TO ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT AND  GROWTH
Although  different hypothesis has been postulated by different eminent scholars  in relations to the  underdevelopment and the economic backwardness of many of the  societies of the world particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa region. And why some argued that it was as result  of climate and geographical locations others  contends that it was as a result of lack of natural resources while many others particularly of African descent attributes the backwardness and underdevelopment of the Sub-Saharan  Africa societies to the colonial legacy of the early century. On the other hand some scholars argued that it was as result of lack of viable microeconomics policies implementations by the various government of these nations.

However and as stated on theoretical chapter…there are still some nations that lack natural resources in the western developed nations  and yet are experiencing a prosperous societies. Also  there are some that falls between the tropic of cancer and that of the Capricorn that equally excel in terms of economic growth. And finally some has also embarked on the implementation of the IFI’s and macroeconomic policies recommendations particularly in the Sub-Saharan Africa nations and without much economic breakthrough still (i.e. Nigeria, Ghana, Cote d’ Voitre, e.t.c).   

Thus the pertinent  question  again is that what then would have been responsible for the   persistent economic backwardness and underdevelopment of many of these nations in this 21st century vis-à-vis the Sub-Saharan Africa societies? 
As such the researcher would  therefore like to present the undeniable roles of institutions (i.e. Political; Economic institution; legal ; Culture;  Social and educational institutions) to every societies economic development and growth and how the lack of an efficient and viable institutions  serves to be an impediments to purposeful economic developments and growth in every societies particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations. In other words, the  important  of institutions in explaining the economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. 
And  as argued by Cypher and Dietz  that the barrier  to change and how each obstacles acts as constraint on positive economic progress  need to be analytically and well defined  in order to make the nature of the remedy of every  social phenomenon  more apparent in every society (Cypher and Dietz 2009: p.23).   Also some recent events has  revealed that after all every nations (including the developed nations) are not totally immune against both  endogenous and exogenous challenges to positive economic progress.  However the most important thing is how every societies and it government were able responds  to the various economic logjam in order to maintained  a well order and prosperous   society at the end of it all.  For instance the western developed nations were once confronted  with serious economic depression in the 1930s  and later with the WWI (28 July 1914 – 11 November 1918)  & WWII (9  April 1940 – 05 May 1945). And  as if that wasn’t enough many of the nations were later confronted with  the oil crisis in 1973 coupled with the  reoccurrence of financial crisis since the  1930s down to the recent one in 2008 which many European nations like Greece, Portugal, Spain and many other are yet to recover from the shock. However  while  some  are still struggling to overcome the social phenomenon of the recent  financial crisis,  some i.e. the U.S., Germany, France and the U.K. as well as most of the Scandinavians nations has been able to find  a –way- out of the financial  imbroglio as quickly as possible…to maintain both political and the general economic well-being of the civil society…of course this could be attributed to the existence of a  functional and viable institutions in the latter societies. 
And  as argued by  Acemoglu & Robinson as well as  other respectable  political economist such as  North that, why many societies are failing in terms of economic progress was neither, that of  climate/geography or lack of natural resources or the inability of these nations to implements  relevant macroeconomics policies or was it as a result  of colonial legacy. Rather  they the contended  that the proximate causes of the underdevelopment and backwardness of  many societies   was to a large extent… as a result of  ineffective  and viable institutions that could  support  positive economic growth. As such  they concludes therefore, that the wide range economic difference or  the economic dichotomy between the developed nations   and the undeveloped societies  of  the world was as a result of the  institutional structures that are prevalent in the various societies, in other words institutions makes the difference. Though they recognized the fact that the other hypothesis as mentioned above equally  contributed in an  extent  to  the  economic woes  of many of these societies however they were of the view that  they  are not actually the remote causes of the underdevelopment and the persistent  economic or societal failure of many of these societies.  Instead they strongly argued in favour of the institutional structures as the remote cause of underdevelopment of the backward societies. And as stated by the institutions theory that institutions is the ‘‘rule-of-the-game’’ for any positive economic development and growth. For instance and as argued by Acemoglu  that,  without a viable institutions to regulates the policies in a given  society the role of capital accumulation, human capital, and technological- know- how would be  of no effects. In other words the success or the effective implementation of any macroeconomic policies is the function of a viable as well as the compatibility of such policies with the prevailing institutions of such society.
In essence institutions are more durable than policies, as such institutions was regarded as the provider  of a framework in which society or a nation policies are set and  implemented (Acemoglu  2009: p. 781-782). Therefore institutions are very important in determining the economic direction or progress of every societies. 
Nevertheless and  as argued  by Chang… there are certain functions that the institutions has  to serve in order to promoting positive economic growth and there are certain institutions that equally  help in promoting positive growth in every societies. Also institutions ought to be stable, otherwise it  won’t be able to perform it basic functions as  an agent of growth in every societies (Chang 2007: p. 18).  As such Acemoglu thus concluded that, it is under  an inclusive political and economic institutions that a nation would be able to experiencing positive  economic growth (Acemoglu 2009: p. 782). Which  invariably has been made manifest by the western developed societies. While on the other hands any society with an extractive political and economic institutions as the case with many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies  are bound to fail;  in the sense that the resources that are met for development and the betterment of the generality of the society as a whole could  be cheaply diverted to personal use by the government official and the public office holders (ibid). As such they perpetual keep the entire society backward and poor in terms of growth.   

5:2:1:
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH: 

Although it has been argued that there are no perfect political institutions  in the sense  every  political institutions tends to favour  some  particular groups than others in every society. Yet   and as stated by Acemoglu & Robinson  there are certain  political  institutions  that  stimulates positive economic progression in every societies i.e. inclusive political institutions. As such a viable political institutions thus becomes one of the pre-condition and the  fundamental  determinant of  meaningful economic development in every societies.  
For instance  and  according to John  Locke analogy on the formation of the societies, Locke  argued that the essence of  the state (i.e. the government) in relation to the  ‘‘social contract’’  is  to maintain  law and order within  the society. However  as the society progress the state was  then saddle with more responsibilities such as the provider of every other important public goods (i.e. roads, schools, public health care system, research and development e.t.c.)  under the strict guidance  of the rules and the regulations as expressed in the prevailing society   institutions.  As such  if  the government then fails to carry-out it primary responsibilities accordingly then such societies are bound to failed and later degenerates into a chaotic or a fail state. Just as the case with  many of the  Sub-Saharan Africa societies.  
Many could even be describes as a failed state already,  in the sense that they only have a  central government just for the sake of having a central  government but they are not  in  total control of the entire  activities of the nation(i.e.  Somalia; Sudan; Congo Democratic Republic ; Mali and Nigeria in recent time).  In  other words government  exist in every nations to brings-about positive change to the entire civil society through the rules and the  regulations of the land as embedded in the society political institutions. 
To this end Glaesen et al argued that  positive economic growth in every societies is to a large extent as a result  of having the right people at the helm of affairs  who could directly  make positive decisions on behalf of the populace and influence the society policies positively  by shaping and improving the existing institutions through transparency and  accountability for the betterment of entire population (Glaesen et al 2004 cited  Ndulu et al 2007: P. 11).

Also Ndulu et al  argues that…  just as the behaviour of an entreprenuers or parents or an individual affects the overall performance of an organisation or private individual; in the same vein the behaviour of any political institutions tends to impact positively or negatively  to the overall economic  performance of every society.  As such no nation has ever made any positive  economic progress without a positive and viable political institutions (ibid).  Thus Ndulu et al went further to identifies some of the main functions of a right sense constitutional government  to economic development. To them the government is the arrow head of every societies and with the primary responsibility to re-structure both the political and the economic institutions in such a way that it can easily engender economic growth that would  translates to an overwhelming  life transformation of the civil society.   

Secondly  the government  should be able to influence the allocation of  the national resources  and  ensure even distributions of income for the entire population and as well  regulates the economy by controlling the quantity of money in circulation as well regulates the inflations rates at all time.

Above all and in line with Locke analogy of the social contract,  government ought to be able to  maintains law and order  within the polity in order to influence the negative behaviour  of every individuals that make-up the society positively; as such government ought to be responsible and live by good example. Also  it is the responsibility of the government  to  ensure full employment and be capable  to influence the level of investments and FDI in favour of the national economy  (Ndulu et al 2007: P. 376).

And as  stated Lewis …positive  economic growth would  only take- place in the  society where there is positive intervention of the state through a well-defined planning and viable policies  (Lewis cited in  Srivatsan 2012: p. 43).  And  we have seen this been demonstrated by many of the developed society of the world, for instance, in England the home of modern economic development and liberal democracy were able to demonstrate this  her various successive government  (i.e  Prince Edward III down to the great Charismatic leader of the  WW II  –  the great Wilson Churchill) as well as the other western developed nations. On the other hands while many of these nations were progressing in terms of economic development and technological advancement  the contrary was the case of the SSA nations due to lack of an efficient political institutions that engender bad governance.

Furthermore Acemoglu  & Robinson describes politics as the process by which the citizens chooses the rules that  govern  the society therefore  the political institutions of  any  society is the  key determinant of  every societies economic  directions  and the general well-being of the citizenry. 
In other words the  political institutions  of any society  determines  how the government is chosen as well as how they rule the society.  Political institutions help to  determine who has power in the society and to what extent  that power could  be exercise. For instance, if the distribution of power is weak  and unconstrained  then the political institutions is believe to be absolutist and this can led to lack of positive economic growth (Acemoglu & Robinson  2012: p. 92-94). 

Also and according to David & Mach … the political institutions  is very decisive in the long-term economic growth of any society, in the sense that,…it  serve to provide  the needed social  stability and legal security as well as efficient coordination between the economic actors and  the national  economy. For instance, the economic success of  Switzerland was as a result of a stable political and economic institutions  that  serves  to promote long-term economic growth within the society (David & Mach in Chang 2007:  p. 234).  As such government could actually  be an agent of  economic stagnation  and backwardness by failing to maintain law and order and as well plundering the national treasury  through an  exploitative system  of  administration  as the case with many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations. For instance  if the government fails to maintain law and order within it national boundary  the  resultant effects would be that of  increase  in all  form of  social vices  such as corruption, robbery,  arson, civil strife, ethnic conflicts…unfortunately these are the common  features in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies.
5:2:2:
THE NATURE OF THE SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA  POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS  AND  IT  EFFECTS ON THE REGION ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE: 
As  stated earlier … one of the most highly esteem hypothesis regarding the underdevelopment of many of the SSA nations has always being that of the colonial legacy despite many decades of decolonisation.  As such the proponent of this hypothesis argued  that the  main reason for the economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies was as a result of many decades of colonial exploitation of both human and natural resources. Even with current globalisation there are still believes in quarter that  the western developed nations are still against any positive  economic growth and industrialisation these nations; in the sense that,  perhaps if such could happen there is tendency that the western developed nations  might suffers from lack of regular supply of raw-materials their ever growing industries and expanded markets for manufacturing goods. Therefore they are do everything to prevent any possible convergence development of every societies of the world…which  from the researcher point view and in line with this presentation hypothesis and theories is very far from been the reality. In  that positive economic development and growth has taken place in recent past in many other nations of world (i.e. the East Asian nations of Singapore, South Korea, Hong-Kong  and that of China in recent time plus Brazil well as Botswana that is even in the same region of the Sub- Saharan Africa).  

Although the facts remains that colonialism  legacy might have contributed to the economic  backwardness of many of these societies in one way or the other. However research has  shown  that in most cases the colonial administrators particularly the British set-up their political and  administrative system  based on the existing political institutions that are in operation in many of these societies  at these period since they perceived it has been  advantageous to  facilitate the extraction of the raw-materials from the various  colonies. In other words, they favoured the  extractive existing  political institutions  that was  suitable for the extraction of  the natural resources.  For instance,  wherever British colonial masters  found a strong monarchical  political institution, they will  established an ‘‘indirect rules’’  whereby the kings are accountable to the British administrators. While in other  places where they discovered  very weak political system they would  established a  form  of  ‘‘direct rules’’  that is, direct system of administration  but in conjunction with some local chiefs  and subordinate.  
Consequently, as a result of the incentives and the social status that the existing political and economic  institutions  accorded  the rulers and the few privileges one … thus the  elites that took-over the leadership positions  from the colonial administrators in  many  of these nations didn’t consider it expedient  to re-structure the inherited extractive political and economic institutions for  the purpose of real political independence. In other words, they now stepped on better extractive political and economic institutions  than the pre-colonial political institutions…to maintained  their social status and status-quo within the society (even at the expense of the civil society) thus widened  the  gaps between the rich and the poor in the society.  Unfortunately they failed to realised  that their colonial administrators predecessors  were accountable to their home government  while the home government are accountable to the civil society  since they have already evolved a viable political, economic,  social and legal  institutions. 

They  even  went further to arrogates  more power and privileges to themselves simply because they are the most educated elites  as such  most of them used the  opportunity to even  usurp power from the existing traditional authority  and they became the  eyes of the society in most cases.  Thinking that they would an agent of positive within the  societies.  But unfortunately this was not to be because of their personal interest and greed that they considered more important over that of entire civil society: and this has continues to be the trends in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations to this days…which has contributed greatly to underdevelopment and the economic backwardness of many of these nations. According to Brenner  these new political class  that were raise on what he called the colonial ‘‘demonstration effects’’ and who are  administratively incompetent and lack industrial development experience compared to the colonial administrators thus imitate the old colonial habits of ostentatious consumption and spending as a way of real values of civilization (Brenner 2011: p. 257).  As such they concentrates in the exploitation of their various societies  and to detriments of the civil society. 

For instance in the former Zaire (which is now Democratic Republic of Congo) President Mobutu Sese Seko head-strong  for many years exploiting the natural resources of his nation to his  own personal use; consequently  the independent state Congo thus experienced a serious unbroken economic backwardness as such the greatest population were therefore subjected to a serious  abject poverty  1965 until 1997 when he was overthrown by Laurent Kabila. For instance  he built himself a palace at his birthplace called  Gbadolite in the northern part of the country…with an airport large enough to land a supersonic Concord jet… a plane he also frequently chartered  from Air France to travel around the world then. And he bought himself  castles in different places in Europe with the state funds and owned large capital Belgian tracts in Brusssels (Acemoglu &  Robinson 2012: p. 97). And as a result of the enshrined extractive political and economic …the change of government in 1997 makes no any significant effects because Kabila in turn steps on a highly extractive political and economic institutions of its predecessor. Another example was that of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe ) where President Robert Mugabe has  being in power for over three decades now, without any appreciable economic progress and still won the recent election.  
Thus as  stated  by Goldsmith...   institutions is the stable recurring patterns of behaviours within the society as such every successive government of  many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations thus  sees the existing political institutions  as an opportunity to make fortune and enhance their social status at the detriments of the entire society. Thus the consequent of many of these administrative excessiveness and greed is what has thrown many of the SSA societies into a serious  economic backwardness and underdevelopment in the world today. Whereas these resources are more than enough to transform  many of these the society in terms of provisions of infrastructure and to alleviates the deplorable economic conditions of the civil society. 
And as argued by Lewis that; 
    "Nature is not particularly kind to man; left to [nature]…it will be overwhelm with 
     weeds,…floods,…epidemic and with other disasters   which man [overcome] by taken 
    [thoughtful]  and [decisive]  action;  it by accepting the varied challenges presented by [the] 
    environment man is able in innumerable ways to wrest from nature more product with [less] 
    efforts [Therefore] to accept the challenge of nature is to be willing  to experiment [and] to seek 
    out opportunities, to respond to openings  and generally to [be able]  manoeuvre.[Thus] greatest 
    growth occurs in societies where men have an eye [on] economic[opportunities] and willing to 
    steer themselves to seize [the opportunities] " (Lewis 1955: p. 23).
 In essence Economic development and growth in any society is the function  of a combined efforts of every individual in the society both the rulers and the ruled.  Nevertheless the leaders ought to be   the ‘‘arrow-head’’ of development and growth in every societies  in the sense that  it  provides the direction. However the quality of the leaders in every societies is a reflection of the institutional system   in such society which  influences their modus-operandi.    

Finally and as argued by Acemoglu & Robinson that… political and economic institutions are ultimately the choice of every  societies… it could  be inclusive thereby  encourages  positive  economic growth as the case with the western developed nations. While on the other hand  it might  be extractive in nature thereby retards  positive growth as the case of many of the SSA nations as such they concludes  that societies are bound to fail if it has an  extractive  political and  economic institutions in operation (Acemoglu & Robinson  2012:  p. 97). 
5:2:3: 
THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND IT EFFECTS ON THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH.

Here-to-fore the general perception was that the transition to democratic political institutions would automatically leads to positive economic development of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. Thus to this end the western developed nations strongly advocates for the possible evolution of modern democratic political institutions as one of solution to the present economic predicament of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. As such the EU has to even made it one of the pre-condition that must fulfilled by many of these nations in order to receive further  development  assistance from the OECD nations.  But regrettably  enough  the transition to modern democratic political institutions in many of these nations has failed to bring-about the much anticipated desire results in terms of positive economic growth  and transformation of the societies. Because again the nature of the so called ‘‘Africa Democracy’’  derived it existence from an extractive political institutions as such it has being unable to strive compares to the  western developed societies democratic institutions. For instance, democracy in the first place requires a high level of discipline on the parts of the rulers as well as the ruled without which it could easily degenerates into an ‘‘authoritarian democracy’’.  

In other words, the  transition to a more constitutional system of governance has not really been able to alter the power structures considerably enough to brings about the much expected  economic growth within the entire societies  due to the political and economic incentives that the existing institutions tends offers an average political appointee and public holders. 
Consequently the attainment of  a democratic political  institutions thus becomes more of  authoritarian  in nature and in practice (‘‘authoritarian –democracy’’) or what Acemoglu  rightly  refers to as ‘‘authoritarian political  institutions’’ that exhibits the trait of absolutism or that  dictatorship. And they  always seek to maintain an unequal distribution of political power  as well as economic incentives within the society (Acemoglu 2009:  p. 865).  An attributes that really negates or contravened the principles  and the practice of a true democratic institutions.

Democracy ought to be a system in which  few elected official serves the interest of the majority, rather what we have in many of the SSA societies is that of the majority serving the few elected officials as such  an average public office holders in the Sub-Saharan African societies  believes they  are not  in any way  accountable to the civil society which of course negates the essence of a democratic system of administration, in the sense  that transparency and accountability in public office is one of the fundamental principle of true democratic administration in order to experiencing  positive economic growth in every societies. 
Thus according to Acemoglu & Robinson political institutions which discourage elites from grabbing the a disproportionate shares  of  the national resources  are the first key step to any meaningful  economic growth. Nevertheless the elites propensities to expropriate the national resources for their own personal interest also  depends on the shared beliefs  that doing so is feasible in terms of the existing political  and economic institutions  ( Acemoglu & Robinson cited in Chang 2007: p. 48). As such the democratic political institutions of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations democracy becomes more of a ‘‘Trojan-horse’’ than a true democratic institutions;  in the sense that on paper it is believes that most of these nations has finally transformed to a more constitutional system of administration through the election process..

To this end it could be argues of by its nature and practice many of  the Sub-Saharan Africa societies  transition to a democratic system of administration are ‘‘exploitative democratic system  which invariably has help contributes to the economic backwardness in 21st century.

In the sense  that it  has  leads  to an increase in all  forms of social vices social vices (i.e.bribery and corruption, rents-seeking, tribalism and nepotism) in many of the societies which are counter-productive to positive economic growth in every societies. Unfortunately some of these social evil  and economic destructive elements has eating-deep into the realms of the  society to an extent that it has almost becomes an acceptable norms and values (i.e. bribery and corruption). For instance bribery and corruption  has been comes so pronounce in many of these societies that it has almost become institutionalise, in the sense that  most government establishment could no  longer executive major public  projects successfully without  bribery or rents-seeking.  In other words, personal interest rather than public interest now dominates the execution of most public project.

To this end  one of the  former Ghanian president-Jerry Rawlings  ( in  one of the recent workshop where he presented a paper entitled ‘‘ Eradicating Corruption in Africa’’ )  thus opined that,

‘‘… we are all aware  that corruption is one of the [greatest] challenge to Africa development and I hope to share some thoughts from my own [personal] experiences [as a former  president] in Ghana…corruption has remained one of the fundamental challenge economic development [therefore] it must be  tackled  wholeheartedly in order to experience an [appreciable] economic growth’’  (Nigerian Tribune March 08 2013).

Meaning that this social vice has becomes almost a culture and ineluctable in many of the societies  to the detriments of the  nations development.  Thus the facts remains that there is no society that could  flourish under such an institutional set-up in  which  funds that are meant for the execution of capital projects and the provision of other public services end-up in some people’s ‘‘pocket’’ in   without any consequence in most cases.  Invariably the resultant effects would be that of poor economic performance and backwardness. And as argued by Myrdal… either major bribe or gratification or minor rip-off, corruption always made daily life and  business transactions very difficult and affect economic growth negatively because an average public servant would  tend to obstruct  or  create unnecessary bottle-neck  in  a viable business and public transaction with the hope getting a rip-off  to perform his/her daily responsibilities,  thereby increasing the  cost of  transactions and directing his/her energies to the concealment of private gains rather than the organization or the public gains (Myrdal cited in Hogendorn 1996: p. 64).    

Although and as advocated by the modernisation theory…the transition to a liberal constitutional administrative system  ought to brings with it a more progressive economic development & growth but unfortunately it has becomes almost an illusion because the transition to a democratic system of governance  was  built  upon an extractive political and economic institutions. Consequently it couldn’t produce the much anticipated economic growth as the western developed nations 

(Walton & Levy 2009: p.27).
In essence political institutions is very decisive to long-term economic  growth, in the sense that  it  provides the needed stimulus for the social stability, viable legal system and security as well as  effective coordination of the national economy in order to achieve a common goals.
To this end Hogendorn  concluded as well that the most fundamental reason  for many nations  economic backwardness and failure was as a result of weak  political institutions  that could really bridge the gap of ethnic, cultural, tribal  and linguistics diversity (for instance)  within the societies  (Hogendorn 1996: p. 80-81). Which are some of the  most common social phenomenon’s  that are confronting  many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies and the facts remains that where there  are constant conflicts and social strife or political instability there won’t be any appreciable economic  development and growth. 
As such it could be argued  that one of the reasons for the economic backwardness of many of the SSA societies has more to do with  lack of effective and viable political institutions. That is, the  existing political institutions by its nature and practice  serve as impediments to positive economic growth in the sense that, it made-possible the exploitation of the national resources by the few  ruling class and the privilege elites at the expense of the  civil society at large. 

5:3:1:
THE EFFECTS OF ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS ON NATIONS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH:
Although in the history of development it is very difficult to separates the political institutions from the economic  in the that they both goes hand-in-hand to complementing each other in explaining the economic development and growth of every societies. 

Thus according to Acemoglu et al … all economic institutions is the products of the society  political institutions, that is, the nature of every society economic  institutions  is pre-determined by the nature of  it political institutions. However they concluded that the differences in the economic institutions of the nations account for the overall economic performance of different societies of the world (Acemoglu et al 2005: cited in Chang 2007: p. 36). 
Moreover and as argued by Bhatacharyya ...the economic institutions of every societies, in many ways influence the economic performance and the future distribution of her resources…while the future distribution of resources and future political institutions in turn influence the subsequent distribution of political power and the economic institutions as well as the economic performance (Bhatacharyya 2011: p. 24). And on his own view Lewis argued  that the nature of  every  societies economic activities  is very  important to economic development  because  men are not likely to get more from the nature  unless they try more through their economic activities; therefore men are responsible for their own fortune and misfortunes (Lewis 1955: p. 23).

As such society economic institutions that do not encourage innovation would equally not be able to achieve any positive economic and technological advancement. For instance without an improvement to the general mode of production in a given society… the resultant  effects  would  definitely be that  of backwardness and stunt  economic progress  as the case with many of the   Sub-Saharan Africa societies. For instance and as observed by Chang ...it was the policy of diversification away from raw-materials to an industrial development that was at the core of the economic development of the western European nations at the beginning …while the idea of viable economic and social relations for a common good formed the nexus, in which the idea of an enabling economic institutions continuously grew to this day (Chang 2007: p. 57).
On the contrary the mode of agricultural production (which was regarded as the dominant economic activities and source of food supply for the citizenry) in many of the Sub so-Saharan Africa societies are still primitive and backward in nature; as such majority of the farmers still practice subsistence farming and it is obvious that under such mode of production there won’t be positive economic progression. 
To this end Ndulu et al thus argued that, the slow economic growth in many of the Africa nations since the second half of the 20th century; was as a result of a relatively low rate of capital accumulation as well as low productivity growth rate in investments as a result of the crude and primitive mode of production (Ndulu et al 2007: p. 11).  And according to the modernisation theory the traditional society and it institutions are inimical to economic development because traditional institutions are not in any way innovative and as well  lack the spirit of entrepreneurship among  its members as such it won’t be able to generates growth.
The theory contends further that the internal factors in the backward societies vis-a-vis   illiteracy, primitive agrarian structure, and the traditional behaviour of the population, the low division of labour, the lack of communication and infrastructure and many more are responsible for the underdevelopment of these societies.  As such instead of such societies to make positive economic progress, it would rather experience economic stunt and backwardness which of course best explained the economic backwardness of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. 
For instance since there was no much improvement to the mode of production particularly in the  agricultural sector that could led to industrialization,  as a result many of the families and individual thus live on subsistence mode of  agricultural production, while many of unskilled and semi-skilled labourer  worked for many hours for a mere subsistence wages; of course  research has shown that hard work without capital accumulation will have no any  significant  effects on the economic performance as well as general well-being of the citizenry as a whole as the case with many of the SSA societies.

Furthermore and as argued by Lewis that economic activities means the efforts of every individual within the society … directed towards increasing the yielding of an efforts or resources, therefore to say that economic activities are very important to every nations economic growth is to say no more than men are not likely to get more unless they strive to get more and be willing to work conscientiously based on the existing economics institutions (Lewis 1955: p. 11). 

Therefore people should be ready to give their mind to whatever they are doing and be dedicated to whatever they set their hand to do at every particular time and faithfully and honestly deliver their service without any discrimination or prejudice. And if there is any correlation between been industrious and economic growth is the ability of every individual in the society to be able to make productive investment (ibid: p. 41). However this would only be possible under a viable economic and political institution because the possibility of making a productive investment is the functions of viable economic institutions.  As such it is only by having the right economic institutions in place that could guarantee productive investments…if the economic institution is very strong and favourable, definitely the willingness would equally be very strong to invest positively in the economy.  Just as we have seen in many of the western developed nations i.e. Denmark, Germany, Sweden e.t.c.
Finally another pertinent functions of   viable economic institutions to economic growth was that societies,  it influence the structure of the national economic  incentives accrue to every member of the society thus enhancing  the level of groups and individual set of fruitful exchange within the society (North 1991: cited in Chang 2007: p.223). For instance the institution of domestic incentives was adopted by most of the western developed nations in order to protect some sectors of the economy (i.e. workers, farmers, and industrialist) from unnecessary global competition and to stabilize the domestic economy through subsidies and the protection barrier against unnecessary foreign importation that might be detriment to the domestic industries (ibid: p. 231).
5:3:2:
THE NATURE OF THE SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS AND IT CONSEQUENT EFFECTS ON THE ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE OF THE REGION. 
As earlier stated… before the political independence of many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations were more interested on political independence than economic independence.  The elites were very optimistic about the possible economic development of the region immediately after the independence. As such they thought the attainment of a political independence would automatically translate into an economic independence and growth. This of course was made manifest in one of  the oratory statement of the then charismatic and  immediate post-independence president of Ghana  (Kwame Nkrumah - as  stated earlier on the empirical chapter) which unfortunately has becomes more or less a rhetoric statement due to the interest in power politics rather than economic or service to the civil societies politics. In essence, since the existing political institutions concentrates power in the hands of the few elites with absolute power, as such they were able to influence and manipulates the economic activities to their own personal advantage.  Thus the leaders were able to perfect their economic exploitation in order to maintain their political and economic status within the society through the existing extractive economic institutions.  Also they  erect  entry barriers as well as  suppress the  efficient functioning of the  markets so that  it could  only be beneficial to the rulers and the few elites (Acemoglu  & Robinson 2012: p. 95-96). As such they couldn’t  brings-about any positive economic  growth to their societies as such they persistently  keeps  their various  nations backward in term of positive economic growth, since an extractive economic institutions only enrich the rulers and their cronies as well as the few privilege  elites. 
And according to Ndulu et al the  private enterprises were not giving  the same privilege to  operates  in the economy  in the sense that the  government in most cases  uses it repressive power apparatus to frustrates many  other members of the societies efforts; through political intimidation particularly if the owners of such organization happened to be in the opposition parties  or criticized the government policies (Ndulu et al 2008: p . 143). And as  argued by Acemoglu & Robinson  that  an extractive political institutions supports an extractive economic institutions… in the sense that it tends to protect the power of the few elites that are benefiting  from the  exploitative existing  institutions;  although it might  varies in degree from one  nation to another (Acemoglu & Robinson 2012: p.413).  However research has shown from the western European experience that economic institutions that guarantee the protection of both individuals and organizations property rights and allowed   free entry and exit as well as encourages innovations experience positive economic growth. For instance, the England unprecedented economic breakthrough in the seventeenth century, doesn’t  happened by chance…it was really preceded by a political revolution that brought a distinct set of economic and political institutions that are  much more  better and inclusive than the hitherto institutions then. Also evidence has revealed that viable economic policies would only flourish on viable economic institutions which have equally been demonstrated by the western developed societies of the world. In other words, economic growth and technological change are often accompanied by the power of ‘‘creative-destruction’’ that is, the replacement of the old idea or system and the mode of production with a better ideas that would engender modern productive system. Unfortunately the fear of ‘‘creative-destruction’’ is often at the root of the opposition to inclusive economic and political institutions in many of the Sub-Saharan societies (Acemoglu & Robinson 2012: p.91). In other words, the power of ‘‘creative destruction’’ has been restricted through the existing extractive economic institutions. And as stated by Acemoglu & Robinson economic growth and prosperity are associated with an inclusive economic and political institutions, as such an extractive economic institutions would invariably led to stagnation, poverty as well as economic backwardness (ibid: p. 106). Therefore the dynamics of economic institutions should be understood as the actual tools for the transition from one stage of development to another (Chang 200: p. 61).

5:4:1:
CUTURAL INSTITUTIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

It is believed that human behaviour is most often shaped by the cultural and traditional values as exemplified in the society cultural institutions. In other words, informal institutions as embedded in the society institutions and social norms for instance, fertility choices, attitudes towards education and health care which are very important in determining the overall economic direction of every society.  Therefore customs and traditional institutions could be pro-economic development and at the same time it could be anti-economic development depending on it viability.

And as argued by Lewis that …convention and taboo could  be detriments to economic growth in every  societies  for instance the belief related to child control and the  size of  the family, attitudes to work, profit making and social mobility  could  impact negatively on the economic progress of  every nations  (Lewis 1955: p. 43). 
According to E.L. Jones ...the main distinguish features that set European evolution from the rest of the world was not so much of the availability of natural resources or geographical locations but that of the society norms and belief and the readiness to restrict the birth rates (Jones cited in Parkinson 1986: p.3).  For instance marriage in some of the European societies does not necessarily mean procreation. While on the contrary in the Sub-Saharan African societies; children’s are regarded as a symbol of social status. Thus according to Brenner ... one of the major obstacles to economic development in Africa nations is that of ‘‘traditional- social- security- system’’ that is, the practice of an extended family  in which clan or tribe  that every individual belong claims the individual membership and loyalty in exchange for some degree of social standing and economic advantage (Brenner  2011: p.256). In other words, large families in most cases drive many into poverty in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies due to the cultural and traditional beliefs in child bearing.  
And with it resultant effects of overpopulation without a corresponding increase in the economic production this invariably have a negative effects on the overall economic performance of the nations. For instance if any society begins to experience rapid population growth without  a corresponding increase in the production of goods and services as well as the provision of more public services and infrastructure;  definitely  such  society is bound to experience economic backwardness as the case with many of the Sub-Saharan African nations.

Also and according to Todaro & Smith...rapid population growth could be detriment to educational development of every society, in the sense, that it causes educational expenditures to be spread more thinly thereby lowering the quality for the sake of quantity, as such the stock of human capital would be reduced as a result of rapid population growth (Todaro & Smith 2012: p. 296).      

5:5:1:
THE INSTITUTIONS OF JUSTICE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Although every other institution as enumerated above are very important in shaping the economic direction of every societies, however the institutions of justice or the legal system of every societies seems to be very much more important, in the sense that, it has the capacity to influencing and regulates the other institutions. Thus without a viable legal institutions, it obvious that the other institutions won’t be able to function effectively as such it cut- across every other  institutions within the society.  In other words it is  the backbone of every societies of which without it society  would be in a chaotic or state of disorder persistently...it’s the pillar that upholds the other institutions and  the  entire edifice of the society together;  of which  if it is remove or  very weak  the entire  fabric such society are  bound to crumble.  And as stated by Rawls ... as the truth is of systems of thought, likewise the justice or rules-of-law could be describes as the first virtue of social institutions in every society (Rawls 1971: p. 3). In essence the institutions of justice are not only important for the maintenance of law and order but also it’s very vital in order to experience positive economic development and growth every societies. 
Also and according to Lewis ...the failure of any nation to progress in terms of positive economic growth could be attributed to lack of efficient rules-of- laws and customs within the society. Thus he advocated that   at the beginning of any economic development much time should be devoted by the legislative arms of every nations to creating a new legislative and administrative framework that will be more suitable and conducive for economic growth (Lewis 1955: p. 378). 

In essence  if  the justice system  of  the society  is very  weak to regulates the other institutions and the civil society at large; there is no doubt that  such society would be aiding towards political and economic failure. For instance and as stated by Smith…certain sources of control are require over the self-regarding activities of every individual men: source of control as rules-of-law and morality which must be known and observed by every members of the societies which t is very important  in order to achieving the common goals of every society  as well as the overall general well-being of the entire civil society (Smith 1776: p .13). Meaning that  the better application of every  society  rules- of- law helps  determines the  quality and the overall performance of other institutions and  the  quality of the economic performance  (Bhattacharyya  2011: p 147). Therefore the institutions of justices as expressed in the law of the land is very important  in determining  the overall economic progress of every societies. For instance an efficient justice system provides the society with an idea of what ought to be fit and proper to be done as well as what ought to be avoided; in essence it provides every individuals with a guide, on which they could measure the propriety of their own behaviour because man is regarded as an active being disposed to pursue an objectives that is more beneficial to himself only most often (Smith 1776: p.14).  As such viable legal institutions help inculcates discipline and virtue in every individual as well as creates checks and balances between the rulers and the ruled in an ideal society.  In other words, it constitutes the fertile ground upon which every individual within the society rely and interact with one another without any form of suspiciousness. 
Furthermore Rawls postulated that what really distinguishes the institutions of justice from the other institutions…was it ability and its regulatory power over every other institutions within the society. Thus when rules are just and fair it serves as the platform for society legitimate expectations and the overall economic progress ((Rawls 1971: p. 207). Therefore the principles of fair justices must be enshrined in the institutions of every society; in order to experience peaceful and flourishing society.  Thus this tends to informed the reason  why James Madison (the brain behind the drafting of America constitutional charter)  to strongly argued  for the inclusion of an elaborates system of checks and balances in the America constitution  in order  to protect the citizenry  from any undue exertion of political power by any individual or groups he believed that that power corrupt and since human being are corruptible, as such  the mere existence of democracy is not enough to guarantee honesty and efficient government that could  steer – up positive development without a strong legal institutions (Dumas  in  Mudacumura & Haque 2004: p. 482).  And without an efficient rule- of- law, it’s very easy for any democratic government to degenerates into a tyranny of the majority or authoritarian democracy; which as earlier stated are some of common features of many of  the Sub-Saharan Africa democratic system  and which has contributed greatly to the economic backwardness of  many of these nations to-date. For instance,  the legal  institutions (the rules of  law) which is very vital in maintaining laws and  order in the first place,  are selectively applied  in most cases to protect the interest of the few elites and the aristocrat class at the expense of the of the entire society. Consequently the ruling class and the few privileges elites thus exercise their power arbitrarily without much constraint by the law. As such they were able to loot the national treasury at ease and   perpetrate economic and social injustice within the civil society 
 (Acemoglu & Robinson in Banerjee et al 2006: p. 20).

In essence lack of viable justice system has contributed immensely to the failure and the economic backwardness of many of these  nations because it made  possible the entrenchment of different social vices that  are inimical to positive economic progress (i.e. bribery and corruption, lawlessness and indiscipline, rent-seeking, arm robbery, tribal and civil conflicts, nepotism, kidnapping  e.t.c.) since commits  these atrocities and go-scot-free without any conviction in most cases.  

Furthermore  and as  argued by  Cheltenham,  that  the quality of  formal legal institutions  in a broad sense define the rule of the game  and the structure of economic incentives  as such it’s  is placed quite natural among the fundamental factors that  affects  growth  and most importantly among the it effects in every societies (Cheltenham 2009: p ix).  For instance the  basic principles of a viable  justice system  has greatly influence  the direction of the civil  society  and the overall economic progress in Western Europe  and the other  developed societies of the world. For instance in Denmark, the liberties   of equality among the citizens are taken as already settled within the society. Thus any rights that is firmly secured by rational justice system cannot be easily violated or compromise by  any  individual at the expense of the entire  society …viable  institutions of justice  guides every member of the society on what to do and on the other hand the people believes in it and work according to lay down rules and norms as  dictated by the laws of the land.
Therefore  if laws are  directives  to addressing  the rational persons …to regulates their conduct, then the  judicial institutions  must  be willing  to apply and enforce the rules of the game in a more appropriate way without  any prejudice. Of course this virtue has been demonstrated by the western developed societies. While on the other hands the contrary is the case in many of the SSA societies, as  a result they persistently experience backwardness and stunt economic growth  due to lack of a  functional institutions of justice to regulates that self-attitudes and the activities of every individual within the society. In essence the set of formal rules and it efficient application at all times is very important in order to achieve an even distribution of wealth and other social benefits within the society.  And as stated by Rawls that; 

    ‘‘Institutions are just when no arbitrary distinctions are [possible] between persons in the  

      [distribution] of basic rights and [responsibilities]  and when the rules [help] determine     

      proper   [equation]  between the [different]  claims to the [benefits] of the social [contract]’’

      (Rawls 1971: p 5). 

That is, understanding the need for the basic rules in order to achieve  an  even distribution of the social benefits within the society.  In other  words  with a viable institutions of justice,  society can be well-ordered  and designed to advance the course of positive growth and through the effective regulation of the entire society.
Also according to Durkheim; ‘‘..indeed  the social life of a society, wherever it exists in any permanent way, inevitably tends to assume a definite form and to be organised; the laws is precisely this organisation  in its most stable  and clearly defined form’’ (Durkheim 1957: p.xx).

Thus  Durkheim  concludes that the general well-being of  any society  will not extend  at any point  without  an equal extension in the society judicial system  because there is no any meaningful social activity which can function effectively without  an appropriate moral discipline in the society (Durkheim 1957: p. 14). 
As such the Danish society were able to recognised this early thus it was  declared  publicly on one of the public edifice in the central area of the capital city (Copenhagen) for everyone to see that with  ‘‘Med Lov Skal Man Land Bygee’’  translated in English to means ‘‘With f Law We Can Build a Nation’’ thus  such  value system became institutionalised in fabrics  of  the  society interaction.As such  every citizens were able to espouse the notion of fair justice which to a large extent help  creates an unflinching mutual relationship and trust within  the society.
Therefore  any society where the institutions of justice tends to pervert  justice there is no doubt that such society is bound to fail in terms of development and  economic growth.
And as stated by Frederick Douglass  in his speech as far back as 1886 that;

 ‘‘where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where ignorance  prevails, and where any one   

   class is made to feel that society is in  an organized  conspiracy to oppress, rob, and degrade   

   them, neither  persons nor property will be safe’’

(Frederick Douglass April 1886: http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/27321.html).

 Again it’s the rule of law that help maintains discipline in every societies  and where there is weak institutions of  justice people tends to exhibit  an  act of lawlessness and indiscipline particularly  within the  elites and the ruling class  making it possible to manipulate the justice system to their own advantage.  And as stated by the former Ghanian  president  (Jerry Rawlings)  who  attributed  the source of conflicts and lack of economic progress  in many Africa nations to lack of a fair justice system thus   he opined that:
 ‘‘I think the best form of development is where you do not do it in the absence of [the people’s 

   rights] but as a compliment of the rights of our people. [Therefore] it is important that we make 

  sure that things are grounded in a strong sense of freedom of [justice and] the political 

  atmosphere must truly be owned by the people [which] is the surest form of both political and 

  economic stability’’  (The Nigerian Tribune 8 March 2013).

In other words  it is only through an efficient legal institutions that can make the state to behave as an ‘‘unbiased umpire’’ because power is very corrupt therefore  rules of law must be efficient enough to create check and balances within the society.    
Therefore the progress and the sustainability of an economic growth in every societies  is to a large extent the  function of an efficient legal institutions  which has remain a big challenge to positive economic growth of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. For instance the nature of many of these nations’s judicial system has not been able to re-dress some of the political and socio-economic imbalances within the society. And any law that abets the power of the state and the privilege elites over the law of the land are inimical to positive economic growth. This invariably contributed immensely to the economic backwardness and the underdevelopment of many of these societies.  
And stated by the institutions theory society are shaped by the set of rule that governed the social  system, on the other hands structure influences human behaviour at the same time human-being are capable of changing the  social structures in which they dwell-in through  a functional legal institutions  as such  the attitudes and the institutions are not independent of each other. Thus   institutional structures are created, maintained and could be change through the human efforts which has been   demonstrated by the western developed societies. 

Finally and  in the light of the fore-going analysis  it could be argue that  the  underdevelopment  and the economic backwardness  of  many of the Sub-Saharan nations in 21st century was not really  as a result of  geographical location, colonial legacy or was it as a result of lack of natural resources nor  neither  was it  as a result of lack of viable economic policies (although and as stated earlier that in one way or the other these might have has  its own negative effects on the overall economic performance of these region). However  the  arguments at this point is that…the proximate cause was  to a large extent  as a result of lack of viable and efficient institutions could engender  positive economic development and growth in the underdeveloped Sub-Saharan Africa societies, just we have seen in the case of the western developed nations.  In other words, the researchers believed that despite the ambiguity of the reasons and the causes of underdevelopment and economic backwardness of the less-developed societies; particularly that of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations …institutional hypothesis seems to have overwhelmingly overshadowed the other hypothesis based on the above analysis as presented in the course of this presentation. 
That is, institutions make the difference ...the rules of the game for positive economic positive growth of every society. In other words, the weak political, economic, cultural and social as well as the legal institutions of the has over the years been an hindrances to positive economic development and growth in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies in the 21st century.

And as stated by modernisation theory that… it is a question of value systems that is responsible for the underdevelopment  and the economic  backwardness of the less-developed and the developing  societies particularly the Sub-Saharan Africa societies. In other words, the traditional society and the institutional structures upon which many of these nations still operates are very inimical and not compatible with modern economic growth.  As such modernisation theory thus argued strongly for a possible radical transformation of the existing institutions (which was believed to be primitive and anti-modern development) as the first strategy for possible economic development... to acquire the right institutional values that would engender positive economic progress in the society. In other words to acquire a more superior or  better institutions that would positive economic growth like the western  developed societies.  And how can society transform from the traditional to a modern society? According to modernisation theory, it’s through the right institutions, right educational system particularly that of western education, an improvement in the mode of the agricultural production, urbanisation as well as the public enlightenment through the spread of the mass media e.t.c.  And as  rightly stated by one anonymous author  that,  ‘‘not to imitate would mean  a permanent dependence on the workshop of the world’’ for instance  modern economic  development  started in the Western Europe precisely Britain  and gradually in no time it spread to the rest of the Western European nations first to Netherland, Belgium, Germany and later to the rest of the western European nations  and to  the Western European  offshoots  (i.e. The United States of America, Canada, Australia and to some extent the Republic of South Africa in the Sub-Saharan Africa region).  Also in the past three decades  some of  the  East Asian  countries of South Korea, Singapore, Hong-Kong, Taiwan  and in recent time  China who are equally making tremendous economic progress  by  reducing poverty rates within  her national boundary  as result of institutional  changes  over the decades.  And as stated by  Reinert that the  spread of wealth in Western  Europe, and later  to  other developed parts of the world, was as a result of  a conscious policies of emulation  (Reinert, 2007: p.10). 

However and as stated by Jones… when the institutions do not encourage growth – when they do not provide the right kind of reward structure to reward innovations rather than to discourage innovations – then we shouldn’t expect the growth impetus that was already imbedded in such society to lead to any positive economic or sustainable economic growth (Jones 1988: in Acemoglu 2009:p. 868).  Thus North & Thomas concluded that nations with a viable institutions (i.e. political, legal, economic, and social relations tends to experience less distortionary policies as a result they are capable of investing more in the physical and efficient human capital thereby using these factors more efficiently  to achieve a greater level of economic growth (Douglas North & Robert Thomas 1973 and Acemoglu  & Robinson : cited   in Chang 2007: p. 38). 

Apparently  research has shown  that society or nations with  viable and better institutions  seems to have been  well developed and have achieved higher  economic growth and even distributions of incomes as well as  high standard of living over the years than others that seems  to have  an inefficient or weak institutions as presented in the course of this  presentation.  In other words 
positive   economic progress  requires  substantial new institutional patterns  as well as new form of  organizational structures to  brings-about such a dynamic process of change. 

 5:6:1 

RESEARCH FINDINGS
Although and based on the history of economic development, modernisation theory has envisaged the possible economic development convergence of all the nations of the world in the nearest future. That is, it believed that if the undeveloped societies could equally follows same process of development as the western developed nations did…there is every possibility that the so called less-developed and the developing societies of the world today could as well be developed in the  same way as the  western developed world. However and from the research finding it seems unlikely in the sense that the prevailing  institutional structures in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies seems have put them in a very precarious situation due to the incentives and the  privileges that that the existing institutions accorded the ruling elites and the few privilege elites within the society. As such they are battle at alert to resisting  any form of  alteration to the existing institutional structures  that  might potent to reducing their incentives and their social status within the society. 
In other words,  any form of institutional transformation that could  lead  to  an inclusive institutions  and  even distribution of wealth; to reducing the poverty and economic backwardness of many of these societies would be vehemently resisted because it would reduce their  incentives and social status within the society.  And as rightly  stated by  Hogendorn  ... without  real development  a nation  tends to operates  a zero-sum-game in which the suffering or the  loss of others  within the society is consider as an advantage for some others as the case with many of these  nations…whereas  development ought to be  a  ‘‘positive- sum-game’’ in which  the highest  number of the civil society  supposed to  gain  more than the few (Hogendorn 1996: p. 19).
As a result of the strong and potential opposition to any alteration to the prevailing extractive institutions in many of these societies, it thus seems these nations are already trapped in extractive and exploitative institutions which are counter-productive to positive economic development. In other words, it could be argued that they are ‘‘Institutionally Trapped ’’ presently as such the possibility of experiencing positive economic growth and prosperous societies like their western developed counterpart thus seems to be an illusion for now.
And as argued by Kimenyi et al ...  ‘‘Institutions matters’’ in other words institutions are central to positive economic growth in every societies, although the availability of capital, labour and technological progress are very pertinent to economic growth but they are not sufficient conditions to generatesa sustainable economic and social progress…thus in the absence of a viable institutions to facilitates positive growth any society  stands the risk of being backward and underdeveloped (Kimenyi et al 2003: p. 13).  In essence institutions help regulates the behaviours and the activities of both the rulers and the ruled within the society. In other words, the established institutions guide every members of the society on what to do in order to achieving… common goals of the society.   
 For instance  due to lack of  viable political  institutions… an average political and  public office holder  in many of the  Sub- Saharan Africa societies  aspire to such  position in order  to enhancing  his/her  economic, political  and social status within the society.  As  such  the various government takes a cavalier attitudes towards the general well-being of the entire civil-society, which at the end impacts negatively on the economic progress of many of these nations.  
Furthermore  due to lack of an efficient institutional structures… it could be argued also  that  many of  these nations are equally trap in trying to catch-up with the western developed, put differently  ‘‘Catching-up trap’’. In other words, they intends to catching-up with the western industrialized nations as quickly as possible by importing and introducing all form of western technologies and bureaucratic administration without a viable institutional structures on ground that could accommodate most of these modern technologies and administrative system. And they wants to leapfrog some the stages of economic growth without viable institutions on ground.  For instance they want  to practice democratic system of government  in a society were majority of the population still exhibit extreme lack of self-discipline  and on an extractive political institutions, how could  it function or flourish under such conditions? 
Put differently, they wants to achieve what took the western developed nations more than two hundred years to achieved… in less than three decades  and without a viable institutions in place;
Is like embarking on a construction of an edifice without a proper foundation, definitely such an edifice would eventually collapse in no time, in other words, they intends to putting ‘‘cart-before-horse’’. In essence having the right institutions in place is the first-step and the foundation to positive economic growth in every society and we have seen this happened in the western developed nations of the world.  For instance the Marshall plan…was successful in the reconstruction of some the nations in Europe after the WW II simply because there are already viable  institutions that was not totally destroyed,  thus the institutions was able to provide the necessary guides as to the efficient and judicious allocation and the management  of the funds for the general transformation of the societies. In other words, as a result of the war, infrastructures were destroyed but institutions were still intact. 

Finally,  as a result of weak and inefficient institutions to checkmate the abuse the efficient allocation of some of the abundant  natural resources...many of these nations  are already ‘‘resources trap’’.  Thus the availability of natural resources has even been the major cause ethnic conflicts and civil war in many of these nations (i.e. Angola; Democratic Republic of Congo; Sudan; Nigeria e.t.c.). And any society where there is persistent civil conflicts are  bound to experiencing  economic backwardness because development is a product of a peaceful and stable environment. For instance now that many of  western developed international and medium organization  are trying to relocate their factories  outside their national boundary in order to reducing the cost of production of some of the manufacturing goods. While most of these organizations with the support of their home government scramble to establish their presence in some of the East Asian nations, the contrary was the case in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa nations… that equally has abundant labour supply coupled with the availability of mineral resources. In other words, the quality of  every societies prosperity are directly proportional to the overall institutional pattern of the society which of course has manifested  in the case of the western developed societies. As such it is obvious that institutions play very significant roles in determining the economic growth and the general well-being of every society. 

                                                 CHAPTER SIX

CONCLUSION:

By and large and from the fore-going it is obvious that positive economic development and growth in any society is not fortuitous, rather it is as a result of human efforts under the auspices of  a viable institutional structures. That is, meaningful economic growth is the function of  having the right institutions and attitudes that are favourable to stimulates positive  economic progress. 
Thus as  argued in the course of this presentation…institutions and the state really played a key role in determining  the general economic performance of every society.  For instance while the state or government act as the agent of change for positive growth; on the other hands the institutions serves as the guide upon which the state and the entire civil society operates on; thereby constraining the possible negative attitudes and the behaviour  of every individual within the  society. That might be counter- productive to the attainment of  a common goals within the society. 

Therefore the  first major  step that the  Sub-Saharan Africa nations needs to take at this point, in order to experience any appreciable economic progress;  is that of possible institutional reform rather than economic reform because without  viable institutions on ground to accommodate the economic development policies recommendations, it is apparent that there won’t be any appreciable  economic progress. For instance the IMF & WB economic reform policies has failed in  many of these nations  since the 1980s when many turned to the IFI’S for a possible financial  development assistant. Simply because there was no viable or related institutions to support these economic policies. In essence not that most of the economic policies recommendations  of these international organization were totally not relevant  enough to  bringing-about some positive changes  within societies. Rather the problem lies on the facts that these economic policies doesn’t conform with the prevailing  institutions in many of  these societies.  

Although it has been argued by some scholars  that good  policies  a times do influence institutions in the short- run  however it is obvious in the course this presentation  that  the benefits of good policies will  never get translated into long-term economic development and growth  unless it conform with the institutional structure  within the society. 
Therefore it is more important at this point to embark on institutions transformation in order to experience positive economic growth in the 21st century.  For the facts remains that there won’t be positive growth without a change  in the belief and attitudes  as well as the way of doing things generally within the society. That is, change that would  genuinely  eliminate every form of  oppressive political, economic, social and injustice  within the entire society. And as we have seen in relations to the western developed nations … no lasting economic progress is possible without  radical institutional, intellectual and ethical transformation.  For instance  research has shown that the western developed societies of the world today  did not just  arrived at the level of their present economic prosperity …rather it was as a result of a conscious  institutional transformation. Beginning with the transformation of the  feudal political and economic  institutions (that dominated the European continent  in  the medieval period until the 16th century) which eventually  culminated to it gradual replacement  with a more better liberal political and economic institutions that later  stimulated the present economic growth. 
And as rightly stated by Karl Marx that  the reason for cultural and institutional change  is that cultural institutional change and economic development influence each other and is the responsibility of every  society to bring about  positive institutional transformation  when necessary  in order to experience  positive economic progress within the society. In other words  institutions allows  individuals and societies to constitute  a new goals  as well as  the  needs to achieving  these  goals and values.  For instance China  was unable to break even in terms of economic development and growth before 1950s when she embarked on serious transformation to the Confucian institutional belief and norms that  seems to be anti- modern development.  Consequently China  has gone down in history  in recent time as  the fastest growing economy in the world  with the  highest record of  poverty reduction within the  national boundary.

In other  words,  as soon as the  institutional changes occurs  the foundation of a better society  would be laid  to herald a new era of stable and effective political, economic and judicial institutions.  Thus  with the right institutions in place, many of the Sub-Saharan African societies  are equally bound to experience positive economic progress and reduce poverty within their  national boundary.

It was in the light of this  that made the proponent of the modernization theory  to concludes  that,  in order for the underdeveloped societies vis-à-vis the  Sub-Saharan Africa societies to experience same development it is inevitable that  they must also go  through  almost the same process  as the western developed nations did  on the path to modern development. And  not until this happen,  there is no amount of macroeconomics policies recommendations that can brings-about any  meaningful economic development and  poverty reduction in  the long-run  in many of the backward Sub-Saharan African societies. 
Therefore there is an urgent need for the transformation of societies institutions from the present  traditional and extractive to a more modern and inclusive institutions as advocated by the modernization and the proponent of institutional theories as the fundamental  precondition for modern economic development to take place in any society…Any economy  built on extractive  and exploitative  political and economic institutions by its nature offers no any potential for a viable economic development that could translates  to the general well-being of the populace. 

 In essence  development  means  growth that is being shared by the greater number of the society and not by a fraction of the privileged few in the society as  the case of many of the  Sub-Saharan Africa societies. That is, the benefits of growth must trickle down to everybody and improve the living standard  as well eradicate  abject poverty within the society. 
Therefore it is high time  the Sub-Saharan Africa societies  take  control of their own destiny seriously  by  emulating the positive  values and norms of the modern societies (particularly that of political, economic and  legal  institutions).  Just as  the other nations did  on their way to modern economic growth because not to emulates positively  means the  continues  condemnation of the greater percentage of the civil society into a more miserable standard of living and  economic stagnation.  For instance research has shown that the general  economic well-being of the entire  civil  society  could only be achieve through an equitable socio-economic and political conditions.   Structural change is require to create a society in which individual control over their lives and their potential could really be developed and be maximised to its fullest.  

In other words, there must be a paradigm-shift from the old institutions  that are considered to be anti-development  to a more modern and pro-development institutions like the western developed nations in order to experience positive economic growth. For instance on the political scene and the  transition to democratic system of governance  that seems to have taken place in many  of the SSA  nations in recent past... actually democracy call for  high moral  discipline and  a change of attitudes  on the part of the rulers and the ruled in order for it to function effectively. In other words,  democracy  goes beyond a mere falsely formal election (as  the case in many of these nations)… Democracy is not only  about election by popular votes;   it involves a great deal of responsibilities on the part of the rulers and the ruled.

Furthermore  democracy in it relative terms connote few  serving the majority as exemplified by the western  developed nations  (which of course  has contributed immensely to the development of these societies) compares to the present polluted democratic system in many of SSA nations where the majority tends to serves the few opportune elites and the ruling class and characterized by power politics, tribalism  and unhealthy  ethnic political rivalry as a result of the prevailing extractive political and economic institutions. Ideally the transition to a democratic system of rule (advocated by the modernization theory)  ought  to have led to an inclusive political and economic institutions that would generates positive  economic progress and reduce poverty (as exemplified by the western developed nations). Unfortunately  the transition to a democratic system of governance has  continues  to maintain  the  existing  and  inherited  extractive political and economic institutions  that tends to  benefits the few elites at the expense of the general masses which negates the purpose of an ideal democratic institutions.  For instance  the transition  to  a democratic rules ought to evolve a reduction in the power of the executive but rather it has even arrogates  more power and privileges  to the  few privilege elites and the ruling class. Thereby condemning the greater number of the population to an abject poverty all in the name of  ‘‘African democracy’’ does Africa has a different democracy? 
Thus   if  there must be any appreciable  economic progress in  many of the backward Sub-Saharan Africa societies in the  21st century  and beyond, then  more   emphasis should be  on the  needs to transforming  the existing society  institutions, in particular the justice institutions  because research has really shown based on the experience of the western developed nations that, truly with law we can build a nation that is, through viable institutions of justice we can take a nation to a greater height.  In other words, the  justice  institutions needs  to be  strengthening in order to create check and balances not only between the executive and the legislator  but also between the rulers and the ruled  in order  to guarantee the rights of every individuals within  the society which is very vital to economic growth. In essence any nation that compromised it justice system and allows it to be manipulated or influence  as a result of one’s  position or  social status in the society (just as the case with many of the Sub-Saharan nations where there is no fair justice for all) is bound to fail not only in terms of economic progress but in every sphere of human existence. For instance there won’t be any appreciable accountability or transparency on the part of  the government without a viable institutions of justice in the society.
It only through a viable justice institutions  that could make the government and every public office holder to wake-up to their primary  responsibilities through positive public interventions to protect the interest  and the general well-being  of  the entire society.  Also an efficient justice system  would engender mutual trust and probity among the members of the society. Thus any form  suspiciousness and injustice…which are some of the causes of conflicts in these  nations would be reduced; as such people would be to invest positively and trade with them  and as well be able to trust the government.  Because good governance in every society requires the combination of wisdom on the part of the rulers  and the ruled and it is very  important that this synergy  should never  be compromised by  both parties in order to achieve the common purpose of  the society; because government is always a reflection of the prevailing institutions and the civil society.
 As such government would only channel it energy on popular demands and the aspirations of the civil society based on the existing institutions.   

Thus  in order for these nations to really experience  real growth that cut-across the entire civil society it’s very important that they should embark on a total  re-structuring of  the whole institutional structure  to reflect the hope and the aspirations of the entire civil society just as we have been able to witness in the case of the  western developed society.  If not positive economic progress would ever  remain a mirage or an utopia  in many of the Sub-Saharan Africa societies in the 21st century  and beyond.
Finally and in the  light  of the   research  findings, the researcher  would  like to concludes this presentation  with a further research question  as … how then  could  these nations escape  this  ‘‘institutional trap’’ ?  Or put differently  how would they  be able to embark  upon a meaningful institutional transformation in order to experience  positive economic progress and reduce poverty within the society in this 21st century and beyond?  Considering the juggernaut  forces behind the  existing  institutions which tends  to seriously serves the interest  of the  privilege the  elites and the ruling class. Would the  civil society  be able to resort to civil strife or revolutions? Just  the way it happened  in today western developed in the early centuries? Nevertheless the dilemma is that  even  if any form of revolution or civil strife successfully  occurs. Is there any  guarantee  that the new regime wouldn’t continue  to maintain the  existing extractive political  and economic institutions because of it incentives to the new regime?   Just as we have seen this happened in many of these  nations in the time  past.  Hence in the light of the above puzzling questions its thus seems the conundrum  of underdevelopment and economic backwardness of  many of the Sub-Saharan  Africa nations  appears  to be unending  as a result of the existing dysfunctional institutions which are anti- economic development and growth. However and advocated by modernization theory and in line with the institutions theory that is, if  the  backward Sub-Saharan Africa societies would be able to rise-up to their present economic predicament and underdevelopment  and embark on possible and  genuine institutional transformation there would be ‘‘ light at the end of their dark tunnel’’
That is, there is every possibility that they would also experience positive economic progress, even if it is not total like the western developed societies but at least to a certain degree that could help in reducing abject and absolute poverty within the societies.    
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