
The project takes its point of  departure in the 
neighbourhood renewal of  Vesterbro, - an initiative 
supported by the municipality of  Copenhagen. The 
overall subject of  the project is how to create living 
urban spaces in a Vesterbro, which can accommodate 
a wide range of  users. The report confer the socio 
cultural challenges faced in Vesterbro and how can 
you approach designing for a diverse and broad range 
of  users through a set of  altered urban interventions.
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Preface

The project is a master thesis composed by Joann 

Mari Glorioso Rexen Busk, MSc. Urban Design, 

Aalborg University.  The project has been developed 

in the period from 03/02 – 24/09, 2014

The project is themed ’Urban Renewal of  Vesterbro’ 

with the title ’Linking People and Places’. The 

project takes it point of  departure in Copenhagen 

municipality’s neighbourhood renewal strategies 

and is based on a case study and redesign proposal 

of  a selected stretch, Haderslevgade, in Vesterbro, 

Copenhagen.

I would like to give a very special thanks to my very 

dedicated supervisor Shelley Smith for giving me the 

support and encouragement and guidance throughout 

the project both on the academically and personally 

level. 

-RDQQ�5H[HQ�%XVN



Reading Guide

7KH�UHSRUW�ÀUVWO\�FRQWDLQV�D�SURORJXH�ZLWK�IRUPDOLWLHV�
and an introduction of  the projects problem 

statement. The project is represented through an 

introduction, thereafter an analysis of  Vesterbro 

followed by a conclusion. The theoretical framework 

is a discussion of  urban spaces according to Jan Gehls 

theories, Maarten Hajer and Arnold Reijndorp ‘ In 

the search of  new Public Domain’, as well as James 

Corners views on landscape urbanism. This chapter 

is followed by case studies from ‘Sønder Boulevard’ 

by SLA architects and ‘New York Highline’ by James 

&RUQHU�)LHOG�2SHUDWLRQV�DQG�'LOOHU�6FRÀGLR���5HQIUR
The initial analysis and theoretical discussions 

have made the foundation vision, concept and 

strategy of  the project, which is followed by the 

GHVLJQ� SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� 7KH� ÀQDO� FKDSWHU� FRQWDLQV� WKH�
FRQFOXVLRQ� DQG� UHÁHFWLRQ� RI � WKH� SURMHFW�� 5HIHUHQFH�
list and appendices are placed in the back of  the 

report.

Method 
To get an understanding of  the current situation 

and the city life in Vesterbro a set of  data have 

been collected, through empirical, hermeneutical 

and phenomenological research. The hermeneutical 

data have been collected through a guided tours on 

Vesterbro, partaking in local citizen meetings, material 

from the municipality and other relevant literature. 

Empirical data was collected through statistics. The 

phenomenological analysis has been made through 

several observations and registrations. 



Motivation

Studying urban design I have worked on various 

projects in an urban context, which have varied in 

scale, function and themes. Throughout my studies 

the city and its issues have been a recurring theme in 

the course of  my studies. In my thesis, I therefore also 

wished to work on a project that is based in an urban 

setting. Vesterbro became the urban setting, which I 

choose within as my personal interest also lies in the 

respect for approaching the versatility, diversity and 

social dimension in society. 



Demarcation

(FRQRP\
The economical aspects in terms of  the cost of  the 

realisation of  the proposal will not be elaborated on. 

Though it can be said that due to the municipalities 

support with 60 million DKR for the neighbourhood 

renewal project at Vesterbro, there is a good 

foundation for execution of  the projects.

2XWGRRU�XUEDQ�VSDFHV
The project takes focus only on the outdoor urban 

spaces and how these are intertwined in the urban 

fabric. 
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Introduction

Cities have always played a central role in the 

development of  the society. Cities are like magnets 

that attract people and we seek towards the cities for 

various reasons. The cities are the places for cultural, 

and commercial activities, knowledge and not least a 

platform for social exchange. 

Already from early start, cities have been planned for 

commercial purpose, and the process of  function 

formed the classic city typology. The streets were 

meant for movement, transportation and brief  

meetings. The plaza with monuments were for 

reminisce and orientation. The city square were for 

commercial use such as demonstrations, markets, 

executions and other public gatherings.The park was 

mostly for recreation. The industrialization is one of  

the periods that have had a great impact for the city 

life and how the cities have been developed. Since the 

DXWRPRELOH� VHL]HG� WKH� VWUHHWV�� WUDIÀF� SODQQHUV� FDPH�
with their own agenda of  planning the city. What 

they often did not think of  was on how this approach 

LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�KXPDQ�TXDOLWLHV�RI �WKH�FLW\��2Q�WKH�ODVW�
decade, the planning of  effective and easily accessible 

cities is  with a focus on infrastructure, such as roads, 

sewage, electricity and so on have been central to 

urban planning. This top-down approach to urban 

planning has had a major impact on the social life 

and qualities of  the cities. Fortunately it has come to 

intention that when planning cities, it is important 

to take all aspects of  sustainability into account. To 

consider the environmental and economical motives, 

as the demographically and sociological aspects also 

play an important role. The term sustainability was 

introduced in the Brundtlands report (1987) and 

helped politicians, planners, architects and so on to 

give a broader perspective of  how to plan the future 

outcome.  [Den store danske 2014]

The challenge of  the cities of  today is to succeed in 

creating sustainable cities and neighbourhoods from 

WKH�SUHGHÀQHG�FRQGLWLRQV�RI �WKH�EXLOG�HQYLURQPHQW��
This transformation is both a physical and mental 

process. The physical issues are the planning and 

overall organisation of  things so as buildings and 

infrastructure. The social consideration and the 

mental transformation are just as important as it is, 

DERXW�SHRSOH�FUHDWLQJ�DIÀOLDWLRQV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WR�
D�SODFH� DQG� WKXV�KHOSV�GHÀQLQJ� WKH�SODFH�� WKHUHIRUH�
it is important to involve the city’s users. The 

inhabitants of  the city play an important role, as 

the commitment of  the people who live in and use 

these neighbourhoods are the ones that creates social 

sustainability, which in the end is what gives life to 

cities. On that rationale it is of  great importance to 

FUHDWH�VSDFHV��PHHWLQJ�SODFHV�DQG�ÁRZV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�WKDW�
invites for diversity, social interaction and life between 

the buildings.

CRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�FRXOG�EH�ZRUVH���
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Copenhagen is  the capital of  Denmark with 559.440 

inhabitants [Danmarks Statistik 2014]. Copenhagen 

is divided into ten urban districts. Frederiksberg 

is placed in between the districts but has its own 

municipality. When speaking of  Copenhagen, the city 

might be seen as a whole, but each district has its own 

unique character. The districts are of  course a part of  

the greater planning strategy of  Copenhagen. They 

have their own local committee and agenda for future 

development. One of  the districts is Vesterbro.

 

Vesterbro lies close to the inner city and is located 

in the south-western part of  Copenhagen. The 

area commences right behind Copenhagen Central 

Station, stretches to Carlsberg, and from Kalvebod 

Brygge waterfront to Frederiksberg. To the east of  

the district is Amager, West and East to the northeast 

is the Inner city, to the northwest Frederiksberg and 

to the west Valby.

Vesterbro was formerly an independent district. In 

2007 the district merged with Kongens Enghave to 

one administrative district. The district of  Vesterbro 

- Kongens Enghave consist now of  two urban areas, 

but kept their own local committees and each unique 

identity. [Københavns kommune 2010]

Project Area

/RFDWLQJ�9HVWHUEUR
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From Then to Now

Vesterbro has changed drastically from being a 

suburb to the initial development of  amusement and 

working-class neighbourhood in the 19th century to 

the redevelopment and urban renewal in the 1990’s to 

a current popular and trendy urban neighbourhood. 

The district Vesterbro (as we know it today) was 

IRUPHUO\� MXVW� DQ� DUHD� ORFDWHG� LQ� ZKDW� ZDV� GHÀQHG�
as the suburbs of  Copenhagen. It was a part of  

&RSHQKDJHQ·V�IRUWLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�DUHD�FRQVLVWHG�RI �
ÀHOGV�XVHG� IRU� IDUPLQJ�ZLWK� IHZ�KRXVHV��7KH� DUHD·V�
increased value as the main gateway to Copenhagen 

meant the establishment of  inns and hostels. In the late 

1700´s, the area evolved and was notoriously known 

for being an entertainment and temptation district 

with hotels, bars and prostitution - a phenomenon 

that continues to characterize the district. 

As Copenhagen grew beyond its bounds, the area 

was absorbed into the urban fabric and in 1867, 

&RSHQKDJHQ·V� IRUWLÀFDWLRQ� IROGHG�� 9HVWHUEUR� ZDV�
established in the 19th century and was one of  

‘brokvartererne’ - the paved areas outside the city 

JDWH�DV� WKH�QDPH�DOOXGHV�� ¶9HVWHU·� �� WKH�ZHVWHUQ�DQG�
‘bro’ - the paved. Vesterbro’s location made the area 

an obvious choice for new construction, with the 

purpose of  housing the many immigrants hence the 

industrialization. For many years, Vesterbro was the 

center of  the trade of  cattle and meat. The Brown 

Meat City was built in 1878, and the area housed 

cattle barns, sheep pens and sales halls. The area was 

later expanded with the White Meat City and was 

built in 1931-1934. The area developed of  having 

a status as a rural suburb of  Copenhagen towards 

a densely populated working class area.  Population 

grew from 2000 to 65.000 within 50 years. The high 

demand for apartments has resulted in speculative 

construction. The apartments were cramped with 

slums and poverty abounded. Vesterbro continued to 

have its tarnished reputation as an entertainment and 

temptation district. [Dengsøe 2006]

The economic boom in the 1960´s meant a shift in 

population and those who could afford it moved 

to the suburbs. A new wave of  immigration from 

abroad took place at this time. The neighbourhood’s 

affordable apartments attracted students, and 

immigrants from foreign countries, and meant an 

increase in marginalised groups populating the area. 

[Den store danske 2011] In 1959, the parliament 

adopted the sanitation law (Saneringsloven) with 

the purpose of  reorganization of  unhealthy 

neighbourhoods. Many of  the apartments were 

renewed with the slum clearance law in 1969. In the 

late 1980’s, Vesterbro was still one the areas with the 

poorest conditions concerning basic amenities such 

as central heating, toilet and bath.

Since the early 1990’s, the district of  Vesterbro has 

undergone a thoroughly and massive revitalization. 

The infamous red light district and former working-

class neighbourhood in Copenhagen, has undergone 

a huge development due to the ambitious urban 

renewal project and local regeneration. This has 

changed the area radically the past 20-30 years. 

[Københavns kommune n.d.a]

6LWH�DQDO\VLV
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�7KH�PHDWFLW\�ZDV�WKH�FHQWHU�RI �WKH�WUDGH�RI �FDWWOH�DQG�PHDW�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV��,Q�������WKH�PHDW�FLW\�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�DV�D�¶QDWLRQDO�
LQGXVWULDO�KHULWDJH·�E\�.XOWXUVW\UHOVHQ��7KH�+HULWDJH�$JHQF\���>.¡EHQKDYQV�NRPPXQH�Q�G�D@�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�D�

YLEUDQW�VFHQH�IRU�QHZ�FRPLQJ�DUWLVW��RUJDQLF�UHVWDXUDQWV�DQG�DUW�JDOOHULHV��
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Learning from Nørrebro

6LWH�$QDO\VLV

In the 1960’s, 1970’s and early 1980’s, the 

redevelopment where plans usually meant extensive 

demolition of  building and in several cases total 

clearance. The plans were initially carried out without 

the resident’s involvement, prompting extensive 

resident protests. Nørrebro is a clear example of  

social exclusion, here the demolition of  existing 

buildings were either replaced by new developments 

or left vacant for recreational use pursuing former 

residents to seek elsewhere. [Dengsøe 2006]

An example is ‘Byggeren’. ‘Byggeren’ was an urban 

playground in the middle of  the densely populated 

QHLJKERXUKRRG�WKH�¶%ODFN�6TXDUH·��'HQ�VRUWH�ÀUNDQW��
in Nørrebro, Copenhagen. ‘Byggeren’ was established 

on an empty lot by local initiative with help from the 

municipality. The place became very popular, but the 

municipality had only seen the project as temporary 

before future redevelopment of  the site. In April 

1980, the municipality conducted a clearing of  the 

urban playground, but the users of  the area were not 

SUHSDUHG�WR�JLYH�XS�ZLWKRXW�D�ÀJKW����UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�RQH�
of  the largest police action in many years. Eventually 

the police declared a state of  emergency and the 

municipality executed their plans. [Larsen 2012 pp.16-

18] 

Byggeren became the symbol of  the opposition 

between the residents of  Nørrebro and the 

municipality. The municipality realised the negative 

consequences of  the ‘top-down’ approach used in 

Nørrebro, which meant that the municipality adopted 

the urban renewal plan with the aim of  involving 

the inhabitants on Vesterbro in the planning and 

implementation process, - the so-called social 

dimension. The municipality succeeded in creating 

a more gentle redevelopment process in Vesterbro, 

which has led to a more inclusive planning process  

by increasing the involvement of  the residents in the 

debates. Besides the consideration towards the ‘social 

dimension’, the urban renewal plan has included 

the modernisation of  buildings and public spaces. 

Vesterbro has been reinvigorated. Very few buildings 

KDYH�EHHQ�GHPROLVKHG��WKH�IDFDGHV�DUH�EHLQJ�UHIUHVKHG�
and apartments renovated and upgraded to standard 

needs instead. [Den store danske 2013] 



��
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Urban Renewal

6LWH�$QDO\VLV

Neighbourhood renewal is an effort supported by the 

state and Copenhagen municipality focused in high-

risk urban areas and in areas in the city where urban 

spaces, roads and buildings need to be restructured 

and modernized. Copenhagen municipality has 

appointed six areas in Copenhagen: Fuglekvarteret, 

Skt. Kjelds Kvarter, Sundholmskvarteret, Gl. Valby, 

Husum and Central Vesterbro. The endeavour is, in 

cooperation with local citizens and stakeholders, to 

start a dynamo for a positive development by making 

it an attractive neighbourhood to use, work and reside 

in. [Københavns kommune 2013]

The municipality have pointed out eleven physical 

focus areas to be renewed, six in Vesterbro Vest and 

ÀYH� LQ� 9HVWHUEUR� (DVW� �VHH� DSSHQGL[��� &RSHQKDJHQ�
municipality have allocated 60 million kroner to 

the neighbourhood renewal of  central Vesterbro, 

which supports projects concerning renewal streets, 

buildings, public spaces as well as temporary and 

cultural projects. At the same time, the goal is to create a 

positive development by increasing social and cultural 

activities, by focusing on creating a neighbourhood 

with common features that are socially inclusive 

rather than private spaces. The project extends from 

2011-2017. [Københavns kommune 2013]



9.000 residents (approx.)
360.000 m2 (approx.)

9.000 residents (approx.)
300.000 m2 (approx.)
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Genius Loci

6LWH�DQDO\VLV

Vesterbro is characterized by a complex socio cultural 

composition, where junkies and prostitutes lives side 

by side with students, artists and newly established 

families. The reinvigoration of  the area has resulted 

in trendy cafes, ‘hipsters’ with moustaches, the street 

festival Distortion, the Meat city as a creative platform 

and café lattes. 

Although there remains debate on how and how 

much prostitutes and drug users should be helped, 

there is generally a perception of  embracing the 

different socio cultural layers in Vesterbro. Vesterbro 

has a strong local community and many resourceful 

residents. This can be experienced in the many 

voluntary organizations such as ‘Gang i Gaden’ 

and Settlement who creates types of  events where 

WKH�SURÀW�JRHV� WR�KHOSLQJ� WKH�ZHDNHU� VRFLR� FXOWXUDO�
groups in Vesterbro. ´3ODGV�WLO�DOOHµ og ´3ODGV�WLO�IRUVNHOµ�
meaning room for all and respect for diversity as well 

as a feeling of  ‘here we are together’ characterize the 

self-image of  Vesterbro.
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10% 19% 22% 26%
7% 20%

59% 33%

Vesterbro

Copenhagen

Hence the industrialization, Vesterbro was established 

WKH� ����� WR�KRXVH� WKH�PDQ\�ZRUNHUV�� WKHUHIRUH� WKH�
area is characterized by the same building typology. 

The area consists of  brick structures, where most 

of  the buildings are blocks surrounding a shared 

courtyard. 

Vesterbro’s housing type in terms of  ownership was 

VWURQJO\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�����V�FR�RSHUDWLYH�PRYHPHQW��
Over 50% of  Vesterbro homes are cooperative 

housing. The idea of  co-operative was originally 

launched as a response to the Copenhagen miserable 

housing conditions where it simply was not healthy 

to live. The primary objective was to encourage the 

Building Characteristics

6LWH�DQDO\VLV

&RRSHUDWLYH�KRXVLQJRentalOwned6RFLDO�KRXVLQJ

individual members’ economic interests and solidarity 

and unity was a predominant driving force. The idea 

of  a housing cooperative was particularly popular 

among the workers who laid percentage of  their 

salary from the union, and in a few years they were 

then entitled to live in one of  the listed houses. 

The revitalisation of  Vesterbro has been established 

with a strong consideration to the historical aspect 

DQG�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�EXLOGLQJ�IHDWXUHV��7KH�EORFNV�GHÀQH�
the infrastructure and connections in the area, as it 

has been a desire from the municipality to keep the 

existing street- and block structures in the Vesterbro, 

to secure the areas characteristics. [Saaby 2014]
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Infrastructure and Program

6LWH�$QDO\VLV

3URJUDP
Despite the fact that Vesterbro has markedly changed 

the last years, the area is still known for the noticeable 

sex trades in the streets, porn shops, pushers and drug 

addicts which especially is concentrated around the 

inner Vesterbro. Vesterbrogade and Istedgade are the 

two main arteries, which goes through the area and 

are versatile shopping streets. Istedgade has evolved 

from being known only for sex and drug trades to a 

street with unique shops, upcoming Danish designers 

and artists, Near the Central Station there is still 

D� KLJK� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� RI � KRWHOV� DQG� \RX� VWLOO� ÀQG�
prostitutes, sex shops and drug addicts occupying 

the area especially around Halmtorvet. From the two 

main streets small shops and cafees have spread into 

the surrounding side streets. Along the waterfront 

QHZ�EXLOGLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�ODUJH�RIÀFH�
domiciles and the shopping centre Fisketorvet 

dominatez the harbour front. 

,QIUDVWUXFWXUH 
9HVWHUEUR·V�ODWHVW�WUDIÀF�DQG�XUEDQ�SODQ�ZDV�DSSURYHG�
in 2003 with the desire to improve the area and 

accommodate the needs of  pedestrians and bikers. 

´9HVWHUEUR�PXVW�EH�D�OLYLQJ�YLEUDQW�GLVWULFW�ZKHUH�LW�LV�QRW�
WKH�XUEDQ�VSDFHV�WKDW�DGDSWV�WR�WKH�WUDIÀF��EXW�WKH�WUDIÀF�
WKDW� JHQWO\�DGDSWV� WR� WKH�XUEDQ� VSDFHV�µ� [Københavns 

kommune 2003]

The plan has had a positive impact in Vesterbro. More 

and better conditions for cyclist and pedestrians have 

established in order to accommodate the many users. 

One of  the big changes, which have taken place, is the 

transformation of  the street Sønder Boulvard into a 

recreative park with better facilities for cyclist and 

pedestrians. 

Vesterbro is currently undergoing major infrastructural 

changes due to the extensive construction of  two 

metro stations. Also at present time the production 

RI �WKH�QHZ�WUDIÀF�DQG�XUEDQ�SODQ�RI �9HVWHUEUR�XQWLO�
2024 is being discussed. 
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9HVWHUEURJDGH
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Green Structures

6LWH�$QDO\VLV

Vesterbro, is one of  the areas in Copenhagen with the 

least square meters of  green areas per. capita only 2 

m2. [Chaabane 2014] Green areas as Enghaveparken, 

Skydebanen, Enghave Plads, Sdr. Boulevard and 

smaller green areas are therefore extensively used. 

The urban renewal of  Vesterbro has meant that 

some of  the block buildings with shared courtyards 

(karré) have been upgraded, nevertheless many of  the 

courtyards in Vesterbro are still not renovated and 

therefore people frequently use the public spaces.

Vesterbro

2 %
Copenhagen

45 %
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LOO��������*UHHQ�DUHDV�LQ�9HVWHUEURV�VXUURXQGLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW
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Visiting Public Spaces

6LWH�$QDO\VLV
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LOO�����7KH�YHU\�SRSXODU�VNDWLQJ�DUHD�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DW�(QJKDYH�3ODGV
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The triangular public 

square is located between 

Elias Chruch, Vesterbro-

gade and Gas-værksvej. 

The square has   benches, 

a large tree, fountain and 

is table and chairs used 

by the cafés. 

���9HVWHUEUR�7RUY�
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$�SDVV�WKURXJK�DUHD��FDIp�
JXHVWV��SXEOLF�JDWKHULQJV

The park lies between 

Saxoparken and Skyde-

banen. The urban park 

has walls and plateaus in 

varying heights, bench-

es and a vertical garden 

growing on one of  the 

building facades. 

���2WWR�.UDEEHV�3ODGV

3DUHQWV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ��
GRJ�ZDONHUV

$�SDVV�WKURXJK�DUHD��FDIHpV��
SXEOLF�EHQFKHV

:DOOV��SODWHDXV��EHQFKHV�
DQG�JUHHQ�DUHDV�IRU�SOD\�DQG�
hang-out

The quit large area is a 

well-attended playground 

for kids. As the name 

alludes it was formerly 

a target archery for the 

Royal Shooting Society 

(Kongelige Kjøbenhavn-

ske Skydeselskab) for the 

Danish Brother-hood 

(Det Danske Bro-der-

skab), but became a pub-

lic park in 1947.

���6N\GHEDQHKDYHQ

&KLOGUHQ�DQG�NLGV

'LIIHUHQW�SOD\JURXQGV��
EHQFKHV

The area is placed in-be-

tween residential blocks. 

The area is a green oasis 

for the neigh  borhood’s 

children and youth with 

an awarded nature work-

shop and creative play-

ground.  

���6D[RSDUNHQ

&KLOGUHQ�DQG�NLGV

3OD\JURXQG��QDWXUH�ZRUNVKRS

LOO���������9LVLWLQJ�3XEOLF�6SDFHV
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The area is located  next 

to the meatpacking dis-

trict. Prior the area was 

the used for trading hay 

and straw, - therefore the 

name. The area use to be 

an area for drug trad, but 

after the reinvigoration 

the now have cafés, green 

DUHDV� DQG� D� ZHHNO\� ÁHD�
market  

The public square is 

placed in the brown 

meatpacking district. 

The square was named 

the day the author Turèll 

would have been able to 

celebrate his 60th birth-

day. The area host differ-

ent types of  events such 

DV�� ÁHD� PDUNHWV�� VWUHHW�
festivals and music festi-

val 

���+DOPWRUYHW ���2QNHO�'DQQ\V�3ODGV

$�PL[�RI �XVHUV�EHHUGULQNHUV�
DQG�GUXJDGGLWV�DQG�RWKHU�

&UHDWLYH�VRXOV�DQG�RWKHU�
LQWHUHVWHG�

&DIHHV��IRXQWDLQ��7HPSRUDU\�
GLIIHUHQW�HYHQWV

7HPSRUDU\�GLIIHUHQW�HYHQWV

A newly established junc-

WLRQ� WR� HDVH� WKH� WUDIÀF�
and accommodate bike 

users. The square and the 

QDPH�LV�QRW�RIÀFLDOO\��EXW�
has been named by the 

locals after the daughter 

of  the man who build 

many of  the surrounding 

buildings

���<UVDV�3ODGV

(YHU\RQH

7UDQVLW�DUHD�ZLWK�EHQFKHV��
ELNHSDUNLQJ��UHVWDXUDQW

LOO��������9LVLWLQJ�3XEOLF�6SDFHV

The almost secret piece 

of  land locatede central-

ly i Vesterbro has grown 

wild. The area was the 

former staff  housing 

area for employees at the 

track, the area now func-

tion as garages for DSB 

trains

���2WWR�%XVVHV�9HM

Green grown wild

9HU\�IHZ�XVH�WKLV�KLGHHQ�VSRW
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A calm urban space 

with small green hills 

surrounded by the resi-

dential buildings, which 

almost seems secret. The 

square is named after the 

singer and actress Liva 

Weel.

����/LYD�:HHOV�3ODGV

3HRSOH�IURP�VXUURXQGLQJ�
EXLOGLQJV

%HQFKHV��ELNHSDUNLQJ

The urban park offers 

different activities with 

skating ramps, ball gage, 

dog area and Denmarks 

longest beer bench.  At 

present a large part of  

the area is under met-

ro-construction.

����(QJKDYH�3ODGV

&KLOGUHQ�DQG�WHHQDJHUV

'NDWLQJ�UDPSV��EDOO�JDJH��
GRJ�SDUN��EHHU�EHQFK
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LOO��������9LVLWLQJ�3XEOLF�6SDFHV

A street where the car-

riageway was trans-

formed in 2000-2003 

into a 1,3 km recreative 

urban stretch with green 

areas and playgrounds. 

The area has become 

popular area for social 

meetings. 

���6¡QGHU�%RXOHYDUG

%DOO�JDJH��EHQFKHV��JUHHQ�
DUHDV

(YHU\RQH��GLIIHUHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�
DWWUDFW�GLIIHUHQW�XVHUV�

The area is placed cen-

trally in Vesterbro and 

is at present time under 

development. The area 

is to be transformed into 

an area that can accom-

modates a wide range of  

users with and urban gar-

den, play area and hang-

out 

����/LWKDXHQV�3ODGV

7HHQDJHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ

Large ball area and an 

RYHUJURZQ�VTXDUH
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In 2008 Carlsberg Brew-

eries moved their beer 

production and the for-

mer industrial site with 

and park was opened 

to the public. The area 

offers a green park and 

newly established play-

ground and activity for-

est

����-�&��-DFREVHQV�+DYH

Public park in neoclassi-

cal style with an avenue 

system that divides the 

park into three areas, two 

ÁRZHU�JDUGHQV�DQG�D�ZD-
ter garden. The park was 

opened to the public in 

1929

����(QJKDYH�3DUNHQ

A square named after a 

Danish author, which 

is placed along the busy 

Enghavevej and Tove 

Ditlevsens skole. Togeth-

er with the outdoor area 

of  the schools the area is 

under development.

����7RYH�'LWOHYVHQV�3ODGV

A newly established junc-

tion to create better bike 

WUDIÀF� ÁRZ�� DOVR� D� VPDOO�
urban square with bench-

es and an urban furniture 

- giant matchsticks to sit 

and climb on.

����&LUNHOLQH�3ODGV

7KH�DUHD�LV�XVHG�IRU�ÁRZ�DQG�
a area to play

8VHG�IRU�ÁRZ�DQG�QRW�IRU�
VWDWLRQDU\�DFWLYLWLHV

(YHU\RQH 7HHQDJHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ

*LDQWPDWFKHV�WR�VLW�RQ�RU�
climb

3XEOLF�VTXDUH�ZLWK�IHZ�JUHHQ�
HOHPHQWV

3DUN�ZLWK�IRQWDLQH��ÁRZHU-
JDUGHQV��EHQFKHV�DQG�D�VFHQH�

3DUN��SOD\JURXQG�DQG�FOLPE-
LQJ�IRUHVW

LOO��������9LVLWLQJ�3XEOLF�6SDFHV
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There has been an apparent upgrade of  the Vesterbro 

due to the urban renewal program. This has had a 

major impact on the demographic composition and 

the previous years, the demography of  the area have 

changed markedly. 

Prior the area was known for it’s cheap accommodation 

and attracted students and social vulnerable people 

who could live both centrally and affordably. The 

revitalization had resulted in those once students 

FRXOG� FRQWLQXH� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH� DUHD� DIWHU� ÀQLVKHG�
studying and starting to establish families.

One of  the goals with the urban renewal program 

was to stabilize the demographic composition. Seen 

from a socioeconomically point of  view, Vesterbro 

is now following Copenhagen’s socioeconomically 

level according to education level, employment 

and income. [Center for byudvikling, Københavns 

kommune 2010]

Site Analysis

,QFRPH�	�(GXFDWLRQ�
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Vesterbro has a reputation for being the youngest town 

in Denmark Vesterbro was prior an area, which housed 

a lot of  students due to the cheap accommodation. 

Vesterbro is still a ‘young’ neighbourhood, as the 

area has become a popular area for music venues, up-

coming artist and trendy shops, which appeals to the 

younger generation, therefore the concentration of  

people in the age 20-39 is this the most dominant, 

as this latter also have started to establish families. 

There is also seen an increasing number of  children 

in the area. When reaching the retirement age, you 

experience a drastic decrease from the age of  60 and 

up.  [Center for byudvikling, Københavns kommune 

2010]

Site Analysis
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Conclusion

$QDO\VLV�

Earlier, many people moved away from Vesterbro 

when they established a family due to the small and 

poorly equipped apartments. The limited recreative 

spaces were also a concern. Due to urban renewal 

strategies started in 1991 Vesterbro has undergone 

a huge development and the socio cultural layers are 

shifting. The renovated apartments have increased 

property prices attracting a new set of  people. Many 

families have chosen to settle in Vesterbro, and the 

district today is very mixed - containing everything 

from drug addicts and prostitutes to students and 

families with children. Still, Vesterbro is the district 

in Copenhagen with the least recreative and green 

spaces per square meter per inhabitant. [Chaabane 

2014] Especially the latter group has created a need 

for better public spaces and green areas, safe streets 

and playgrounds. 

Vesterbro has the reputation for being a trendy area 

where you can discover up-coming designers, music 

venues and hipster cafes. The area has changed 

WUHPHQGRXVO\�EXW�QHYHUWKHOHVV�\RX�VWLOO�ÀQG�IRRWSULQWV�
from the tarnished reputation as a temptation district, 

DV�ZHOO�DV�D�YDULHW\�RI �PXOWL�HWKQLFDO�VKRSV�LQÁXHQFHG�
by the 1960’s immigration from abroad. A central 

challenge in the urban renewal project is to create 

coexistence between different socio cultural groups. 

The complex socio cultural layers found in 

Vesterbro have its charm, but also its challenges. 

The experiences learned from Nørrebro, meant that 

Copenhagen municipality set a new agenda for the 

urban renewal strategies in Vesterbro. Instead of  the 

demolition of  buildings, the area was thoroughly 

renovated, but most important was how the social 

dimension was approached in order to prevent the 

relocation of  people. The inclusive behaviour and the 

saying ‘Plads til forskel’ and ‘Plads til alle’, meaning 

room for difference and for everyone is the unique 

entity of  Vesterbro. Vesterbro also has a strong 

local community with a broad range of  volunteer 

organizations. 

The idea of  co-operative housing quickly became a 

success and continues to live in the best of  health 

and is the most dominant housing type in Vesterbro, 

DOWKRXJK�WKH�EDVLF� LGHD�RI �VROLGDULW\�FDQ�EH�GLIÀFXOW�
to spot. This housing types means a large part of  the 

residents own their homes, which means they have 

DIÀOLDWLRQ� WR� WKH� DUHD� DQG� D� GLUHFW� LQÁXHQFH� RQ� WKH�
future development. The shift from cheap and poorly 

equipped private rental housing to expensive private 

KRXVLQJ� FRRSHUDWLYHV� KDV� KDG� D� GLUHFW� LQÁXHQFH� RQ�
the demographic composition as this has attracted a 

new set of  people to the area, whereas a variation in 

housing types, size and ownership makes it possible 

to accommodate different social groups. 

Vesterbro has very few free square-meters per capita, 
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so it lacks recreational spaces. Therefore it is necessary 

to use empty spaces functionally for recreational use. 

The demographic composition has changed, former 

student have started to establish families on their own 

resulting in an increasing number of  children in the 

area. This requires a new set of  facilities that appeal 

to children, youngster and the elderly. Children, 

\RXQJVWHU�DQG�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�JRRG�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�D�YLWDO�
city life as they actively use the cities facilitations.

Throughout the analysis it has been noticed that the 

change in the demographic composition in Vesterbro 

has increased the value in different scenarios for 

public use by different types of  people. The initial 

analysis led to the idea of  looking closer at one of  

WKH� DSSRLQWHG� XUEDQ� UHQHZDO� DUHDV�� +DGHUVOHYJDGH��
As it was found interesting that the long street goes 

through a large part of  Vesterbro East and connects 

different urban spaces, but at present time has very 

anonymous expression.
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To get an understanding of  the current situation and 

impression of  the project site and its context, the area 

have been visited several times and at different hours 

of  the day. Before the analysis, a set of  parameters 

ZHUH�GHÀQHG�EHIRUHKDQG��6RPH�ZHUH�IRXQG�WKURXJK�
an empirical approach and some needed to be 

registered on site through a phenomenological 

analysis. The site analysis includes a description of  the 

DUHDV�E\�GHÀQLQJ�ORFDWLRQ��SURJUDP��PDWHULDOLW\��XVHUV�
and atmosphere.

Understanding the site

$UHD�$QDO\VLV



Schools

Kindergarden

Youth Club

Krist Church

Tove Ditlevsens Plads

VEGA music venue

Kulturanstalten 
(library and cultural centre) 

Enghave Plads metro construction

Enghave Plads skate area

Ny Carlsberg Vej

Heilsgade

IstedgadeEnghave Parken

Enghavevej

Sønder Boulevard
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Haderslevgade

$UHD�$QDO\VLV

Haderslevgade is located in Central Vesterbro, east. 

Haderslevgade is a street that stretches from Sønder 

Boulevard, south to Frederiksstadsgade north. Ny 

Carlsberg Vej, and Istedgade disconnect the street, 

as do the temporary green metro fences at Enghave 

Plads. The street bypasses four public squares: Sønder 

Boulevard, Liva Weels Plads, Enghave Plads and Tove 

Ditlevsens Plads. 

Residential buildings embrace the street with two 

driving lanes and car parking placed alongside 

the pedestrian path. The street has a very quiet 

atmosphere with few pedestrians, bicycles and cars. It 

almost seems as if  the street has been forgotten and 

doesn’t encourage longer-term stay. Only few cars 

driving on the street, few bicycles and pedestrians use 

the entire width of  the street as a shared space instead. 

The street is characterized by being a comprehensive 

asphalt area with cars parked along the building 

facades. By having observed the street at different 

hours of  the day it has been noticed that there are a 

great number of  unused parking spaces. 

The street is divided into three stretches by two 

intersecting streets and Enghave Plads:

6WUHWFK����The street connects the public square Tove 

Ditlevsens Plads and Istedgade. By Tove Ditlevsens 

Plads are Matthæusgade School and Eng School 

located. Alongside the street are a kindergarten, a 

youth club and children’s playground.   

(QJKDYH� 3ODGV� Haderslevgade is continued on the 

other side of  Istedgade by crossing the public square 

Enghave Plads. Due to the establishment of  a future 

metro station, it is not possible to cross the square as 

green veneer sheets delimit the area. 

6WUHWFK����The street connects Enghave Plads and Ny 

Carlsberg Vej. In the buildings nearest Enghave Plads 

were different shops and cafés, which are situated on 

WKH�ERWWRP�ÁRRUV��

6WUHWFK����The street connects Ny Carlsberg Vej, the 

urban square Liva Weels Plads and the urban park 

Sønder Boulevard. No programs are placed on this 

stretch. 

Despite Haderslevgade’s central location in between 

city life, education, culture and shopping, it is a 

neglected space in the city where the public character 

is not very well utilized. The space is very introverted 

and do not relate to the surrounding functioning 

areas. 

7KHPH��7KH�IRUJRWWHQ�6WUHHW
3URJUDP��$�FRQQHFWLRQ��FDU�SDUNLQJ��IHZ�VKRSV�
$WPRVSKHUH��$QRQ\PRXV��TXLHW��IRUJRWWHQ
/HQJWK������PHWUH



��

Strecth 1

Strecth 2

Strecth 3

Enghave 
Plads

Liva Weels 
Plads

3RWHQWLDO�
The unique thing about Haderslevgade is that the 

street actually connects four urban areas as well as 

the future metro station at Enghave Plads. Through 

the analysis a potential in using the street to construct 

better connections was observed. A bike and 

pedestrian friendly route from west to south have 

been established in Sønder Boulevard close by and 

Haderslevgade has the opportunity to create a similar 

URXWH� LQ� RUGHU� WR� HDVH� WKH� WUDIÀF� RQ� (QJKDYHYHM�
ZKHUH�WKH�WUDIÀF�JRLQJ�VRXWK�DQG�QRUWK�QRZ�PDLQO\�
is concentrated. 

The width of  Haderslevgade is much larger than 

QHFHVVDU\� WR� DFFRPPRGDWH� WKH� ORFDO� WUDIÀF�� WKHUH� LV�
therefore a potential in thinking spatial delineation of  

the street by using the width of  the street and see 

it as a coherent development surface to oppose the 

street’s anonymous expression. Also the length gives 

opportunities to create urban spaces for different 

socio cultural groups through altered design. The size 

and location of  the street gives a great opportunity to 

activate Haderslevgade and create a continuous route 

between the urban spaces in the neighbourhood, with 

the intention to transform the stretch into a public 

space, which invites to both pass-through and stay.

LOO�����6KRZLQJ�WKH�WKH�DUHDV�ORFDWLRQ��

N
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LOO�����$�YLHZ�IURP�(QJKDYH�3ODGV�WRZDUGV�1\�&DUOVEHUJ�9HM��
7KH�VWUHHW�VHHPV�ORQJ�DQG�DQRP\QRXV�ZLWK�FDUV�SDUNHG�DORQJ�WKH�EXOGLQJ�IDFDGH�

LOO���������2QO\�IHZ�VKRSV��FUHDWLYH�RIÀFHV�DQG�FDIHHV�LQYLWHV�\RX�WR�YLVLW�WKH�VWUHHW
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LOO�����7KH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�+DGHUVOHYJDGH�DQG�1\�&DUOVEHUJ�9HM�VHHQ�IURP�/LYD�:HHOV�3ODG

LOO�����*UHHQ�IHQFHV�GLVFRQQHFWV�
+DGHUVOHYJDGH

LOO����$�YLHZ�DFURVV�WKH�PHWUR�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VLWH

LOO�����&RQQHFWLRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�PHWUR�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ
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Liva Weel Plads

$UHD�$QDO\VLV

Liva Weels is an urban square that lies in the junction 

of  Ny Carlsberg Vej, Haderslevgade and Heilsgade. 

Five story high brick buildings embrace the square 

creating a peaceful corner in the bustling Vesterbro. 

The building’s orientation towards the square, gives 

the feeling of  a private courtyard and not a public 

square. The private character gives the square a quiet 

and peaceful atmosphere.  

The square is covered with cobblestone and is 

characterized by a large Linden tree and an organic 

landscape created by the bunkers from the Second 

World War. The bunkers are covered with grass and 

appear as small hills in the urban landscape, which 

divide the square into smaller spaces. A down-worn 

and overgrown expression dominates the look of  

the square. The bunkers are randomly planted with 

a mixture of  grasses and shrubs, which bears witness 

to a low maintenance level. The bunkers are steep and 

the traces from dogvisits makes the hills uninviting 

IRU�VWD\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�IRRWSDWKV�WHVWLI\�WKDW�WKH�VRPH�
have climbed the hills. 

The square’s private character makes very few aware 

of  the square, therefore the square is mainly used by 

the surrounding residents or otherwise primarily used 

by others for crossing. For the outsiders, you feel as 

you are trespassing an invisible boundary of  privacy, 

which does not make you want to stay in the square. 

In general the square does not invite for stay, only 

two of  the classic green Copenhagen benches are, 

seemingly randomly, placed at there. Bicycle parking is 

placed in the one corner towards Haderslevgade. It is 

stuffed with bikcycles, again seeming very unplanned. 

In the corner of  the square towards Heilsgade the 

locals together with the project ‘TagTomat’ [tagtomat 

2014] have established a temporary allotment garden.

3RWHQWLDO
This almost secret urban space creates the 

opportunity for a quite break in the lively Vesterbro. 

Therefore there is a vast potential in revitalizing the 

urban square and making it more attractive both for 

the surrounding residential buildings but also for the 

outsiders. Also building on the idea of  making use of  

the area for allotment garden for Vesterbro’s residents 

is seen as a potential. 

8UEDQ�6TXDUH
7KHPH��$�SHDFHIXO�EUHDN
3URJUDP��7ZR�EHQFKHV��JUHHQ�KLOOV��ELF\FOH�SDUNLQJ
$WPRVSKHUH��4XLHW��SHDFHIXO�
$UHD�������P�
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LOO����$OORWPHQW�JDUGHQ�WRZDUGV�+HLOVJDGH

LOO�����9LHZ�IURP�+DGHUVOHYJDGH��VWUHWFK���

LOO�����3DQRUDPD�YLHZ�RYHU�WKH�VTXDUH��YLHZLQJ�+DGHUVOHYJDGH��1\�&DUVEHUJYHM�DQG�+HLOVJDGH

LOO����9LHZ�WRZDUGV�6¡QGHU�%RXOHYDUG

il 88 Green Copenhagen bench
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Introduction 
The aim of  the theoretical framework and discussion 

is to gain knowledge that can be used in the further 

design process and simultaneously to use the 

WKHRUHWLFDO�EDVLV�IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI �WKH�ÀQDO�GHVLJQ��
This section looks at theories in contemporary 

urbanism. Throughout the section the importance 

of  urban public space as a generator for more and 

better social city life is addressed and how the urban 

spaces can function as a place for meeting and social 

exchange across socio cultural differences.

7KH�KXPDQ�GLPHQVLRQ
As we saw in the case of  Nørrebro in the 70s and 80s, 

earlier city transformation projects were carried out 

in a top-down manner, without too much concern or 

regard for the local population, or their wishes. This 

way of  thinking was the norm in city planning and 

urban design from in the post war era.

From the 1960s and onward, changes started to take 

place, and the perspective of  the local population was 

brought to attention. Jane Jacobs was one the pioneers 

LQ�WKLV�ÀHOG��6KH�RSSRVHG�WKH�SURMHFWV�OHG�E\�5REHUW�
Moses,  one of  the advocates for the highway centred 

metropolitan projects,  that took place in the 1950s 

and 60s. Her book The Death and Life of  Great 

American Cities from 1961 introduced sociological 

concepts such as ”social capital” and argued that 

the average city-dwellers needs were being neglected 

[Jacobs, 1961].

Jan Gehl is a Danish architect who has spent a 

generation studying our behavioural patterns in cities 

and have developed various strategies to improve life 

in the city insisting on a humanistic perspective in the 

planning and design of  new urban spaces. 

Gehl argues that throughout history cities have 

been designed for people, but at some point along 

the way we forgot. Gehl explains that the post-war 

city planning has been carried out with no or little 

consideration to the people using the spaces and 

holds the academically educated planners responsible 

for this [Gehl 2006a]. 

µ7KH�KXPDQ�GLPHQVLRQ�ZDV�WKH�IRUJRWWHQ�GLPHQVLRQ��7KH�
SODQQHUV�RYHUORRNHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�ZD\�WKH\�EXLOW�RQ��KDG�
D�JUHDW�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�ZKHWKHU�SHRSOH�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�RXW��DQG�
\RX�LJQRUHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�DFWXDOO\�PHDQV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
SHRSOH�PHHW�HDFK�RWKHU�µ�[Gehl, 2010a]

Gehl opines that the human dimension is a necessity 

in any new planning articulating that good architecture 

falls between life and form and must also be perceived 

from the human scale. 

In his book Cities for People [Gehl, 2010b], he 

criticises the planner’s approach of  designing from 

the top. Instead, the planner must remember that the 

XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSH�LV�H[SHULHQFHG�ÀUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�DW�
the speed of  walking, underlining the importance of  

designing from the bottom up. Giving an example of  

Theory
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Brasilia, the capital of  Brazil he explains that eye level 

and the life between the buildings were forgotten.

´)URP� WKH� DLU� LW·V� YHU\� LQWHUHVWLQJ�� ,W·V� LQWHUHVWLQJ� IRU� D�
ELUG�RU�HDJOH��)URP�WKH�KHOLFRSWHU�YLHZ��LW�KDV�JRW�ZRQGHUIXO�
GLVWULFWV�ZLWK�VKDUS�DQG�SUHFLVH�JRYHUQPHQW�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�
UHVLGHQWLDO�EXLOGLQJV��+RZHYHU��QRERG\�VSHQW�WKUHH�PLQXWHV�
WR� WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�%UDVLOLD�ZRXOG� ORRN� OLNH�DW� WKH� H\H�
OHYHO�µ [Gehl, unknown date]

For Gehl, not only the scale of  planning, but also 

the materials used and the elements present, along 

with location’s historical and cultural features have a 

VLJQLÀFDQW�VSDWLDO�DQG�VRFLDO�LPSRUWDQFH��,Q�KLV�ERRN�
‘Life Between Buildings’, Gehl elaborates on these 

elements, showing how the physical environment has 

D�VWURQJ�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI �OLIH�LQ�RXU�FLWLHV��
He illustrates how we conduct ourselves in cities and 

how our senses and movements respond to the urban 

environment, opining that people are very sensitive to 

the quality of  the urban environment.

Well-functioning public spaces are more than just the 

SK\VLFDO�IUDPHV��*HKO�VSHDNV�RI �DQ�HPSDWKHWLF�XUEDQ�
planning approach accentuating the importance 

of  the encounter between people. Gehl quotes a 

1,000-year-old Eddic poem by Hávamál, ´PDQ� LV�
PDQ·V� JUHDWHVW� MR\µ. People are the cities biggest asset 

for better urban life and are an essential foundation 

for a vibrant and positive development of  the urban 

environments [Gehl, 2006a].

From a historical perspective the city’s public spaces 

have always functioned as an arena for encounters 

and served as a place to meet and gather. As a 

humanist advocate of  urban space Gehl interprets 

that good urban space is something more than being 

aesthetically beautiful or ugly postulating that good 

urban space is also a platform for democracy and 

social exchange.

´,I �WKHUH�LV�OLIH�DQG�DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�FLW\�VSDFH��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�
PDQ\�VRFLDO�H[FKDQJHVµ� [Gehl 2006b]

In ‘Det nye byliv’, Gehl speaks of  the city as a 

‘democratic meeting place’, where public spaces 

are informal and democratic arenas, which allows 

variation and access to all social groups in society 

[Gehl 2006b].

´&LW\�VSDFHV�KDYH�WKH�OLIH�WKDW�JLYHV�SHRSOH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�PHHW�µ [Gehl, 2010b p. 23]

´7KH� YDULHW\� RI � SHRSOH� LQ� XUEDQ� VSDFHV� LV� RQH� RI � WKH�
SUHFRQGLWLRQV� IRU� D� WROHUDQW� FLW\�� DQG� D� WROHUDQW� FLW\� LV� D�
JRRG�SUHFRQGLWLRQ�IRU�D�GHPRFUDWLF�FLW\��D�FLW\�WKDW�WULHV�WR�
LQYLWH�DOO�LQVLGH�µ [Gehl, 2006b p. 86]

Working in a vibrant urban setting as Vesterbro where 

the relationship between people and public spaces 

´PDQ�LV�PDQ·V�JUHDWHVW�MR\�
-DQ�*HKO��+iYDPiO�
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are intertwined, Jan Gehl’s thoughts of  city life are 

found highly relevant to the project, especially the 

observation of  the public spaces as a democratic 

arena to strengthen people’s relationship towards the 

city and one another. 

3XEOLF�6SDFH�'RPDLQ
Maarten Hajer and Arnold Reijndorp has adressed 

the subject of  creating successful public spaces in 

their book ‘In search of  new public domain’[Hajer 

& Reijndorp, 2001] . Here, they raise interesting and 

alternative points of  view in their discussion of  public 

spaces as public domains not only for meeting but for 

human exchange across diversity. It is the experience 

WDNLQJ�SODFH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�VSHFLÀF�SODFH�WKDW�GHÀQHV�
the term.

To prepare for these experiences to take place, Hajer 

and Reijndorp proposes a toolbox of  3 planning 

strategies. The strategies are WKHPLQJ�� FRPSUHVVLQJ� DQG�
connecting. This translates into designing public spaces 

WKDW� KDYH�PHDQLQJ� IRU� D� VSHFLÀF� JURXSV� RI � SHRSOH��
place spaces in close proximity to each other and to 

have a scheme regarding the order of  them. Thus, 

the spaces provided attracts people from different 

interest groups creates an exchange between them.

´3XEOLF�GRPDLQ�UHTXLUHV�D� FHUWDLQ�GLYHUVLW\� LQ� WKH� VSDFHV�
WKDW�SHRSOH�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV��DQG�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�
LQWHUHVWV�� DOO� FDQ� DWWDFK� D� SRVLWLYH� YDOXH� WR� WKH� VKDUHG�

H[SHULHQFHV� WKDW� FDQ� WDNH�SODFH� LQ� WKHVH� VSDFHV�µ� [Smith 

2013]

:H� GHÀQH� ´SXEOLF� GRPDLQµ� DV� WKRVH� SODFHV� ZKHUH� DQ�
H[FKDQJH� EHWZHHQ� GLIIHUHQW� VRFLDO� JURXSV� LV� SRVVLEOH� DQG�
DOVR�DFWXDOO\�RFFXUV�µ [Hajer og Reijndorp, 2001 p.11]

Successful public space does not call for spaces shared 

by all members of  society. Rather, it comes from the 

experience of  different views and lifestyles provided 

by the proximity of  other spaces in a well planned 

chain of  public spaces.

´3XEOLF�GRPDLQ�DV�D�VSKHUH�RU�H[FKDQJH�DQG�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�
LQ� VRFLHW\� SUHVXSSRVHV� WKH�PXWXDO� SUR[LPLW\� RI � GLIIHUHQW�
VSKHUHV�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�IXOO\�VKDUHG�XVH�RI �RQH�DQG�WKH�
VDPH�VSDFH��«�7KH�FRUH�RI �VXFFHVVIXO�SXEOLF�VSDFH�WKXV�OLHV�
QRW�VR�PXFKLQ�WKH�VKDUHG�XVH�RI �VSDFH�ZLWK�RWKHUV��OHW�DORQH�
LQ�WKH�́ PHHWLQJµ��EXW�UDWKHU�LQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKDW�XUEDQ�
SUR[LPLW\�RIIHUV� IRU�D�´VKLIWµ�RI �SHUVSHFWLYH�� WKURXJK� WKH�
H[SHULHQFH�RI �RWKHUQHVV�RQH·V�RZQ�FDVXDO�YLHZ�RI �UHDOLW\�JHWV�
VRPH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�IURP�RWKHU�YLHZV�DQG�OLIHVW\OHV�µ [Hajer 

og Reijndorp, 2001 p. 89]

/DQGVFDSH�8UEDQLVP�
The American landscape architect James Corner refers 

to traditional urban design’s “perceived inability” to deal 

with urban change and contemporary environmental 

conditions as the background for the rise of  the term 
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‘landscape urbanism’  The traditional approaches 

struggles to address the complex intersection 

between “automobile-based urbanization” and the 

post-industrial society’s ecological challenges [Corner, 

2011, p. 21]. Corner’s view is that human, nature 

and the urban environments can be intertwined. 

He explains that landscape urbanism is a processual 

dynamic force, which has the opportunity to be an 

element in the urban context to construct natural 

and visual connections. He sees the importance of  

studying the history and prior processes of  the site to 

introduce new processes and designs that are rooted 

the given context and history.

 ´,W� PDUNV� GLVVROXWLRQ� RI � ROG� GXDOLWLHV� VXFK� DV� QDWXUH�
FXOWXUH�� DQG� LW� GLVPDQWOHV� FODVVLFDO� QRWLRQV� RI � KLHUDUFK\��
ERXQGDU\� DQG� FHQWUH�� 3HUKDSV� PRVW� LPSRUWDQWO\�� LW�
PDUNV�D�SURGXFWLYH�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�LQGHWHUPLQDF\��RSHQ�
HQGHGQHVV��LQWHUPL[LQJ�DQG�FURVV�GLVFLSOLQDULW\��8QOLNH�WKH�
RYHUO\� VLPSOLÀHG� YLHZ� RI � WKH� FLW\� DV� D� VWDWLF� FRPSRVLWLRQ�
>««�@�ODQGVFDSH�XUEDQLVP�YLHZV�WKH�HPHUJHQW�PHWURSROLV�
DV�D�WKLFN��OLYLQJ�PDW�RI �DFFXPXODWHG�SDWFKHV�DQG�OD\HUHG�
V\VWHPV��ZLWK�QR�VLQJXODU�DXWKRULW\�RU�FRQWURO�µ [Corner, 

cited in Laursen, 2013, s. 12]

Thus, city planning must be seen as an endlessly 

complex, multilayered process. In this context the 

term landscape, understood as something that changes 

RYHU� WLPH�XQGHU� WKH� LQÁXHQFH�RI �QDWXUDO� DQG� VRFLDO�

forces serves as a better platform for understanding 

the city than more static approaches.

As described in the analysis, the project centres on 

Haderslevgade in Vesterbro, which connects such 

different urban elements and social spheres as schools, 

park areas, coffee shops, public squares, playgrounds 

and the ‘Red light district’ of  Istedgade. In the project 

landscape urbanism is used as a method to challenge 

the traditional perception of  landscape and the urban 

environment as opposing entities. James Corner 

speaks of  how the landscape becomes a culture-

landscape that adapts the city and its needs:

´8QGHUO\LQJ�WKLV�DLP�LV�WKH�EHOLHI �WKDW�ODQGVFDSH�KDV�WKH�
FDSDFLW\�WR�FULWLFDOO\�HQJDJH�WKH�PHWDSK\VLFDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
SURJUDPV� WKDW� RSHUDWH� LQ� D� JLYHQ� VRFLHW\�� WKDW� ODQGVFDSH�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�D�UHÁHFWLRQ�RI �FXOWXUH�EXW�PRUH�
DQ�DFWLYH� LQVWUXPHQW� LQ� WKH�VKDSLQJ�RI �PRGHUQ�FXOWXUH�µ�
[Corner, cited in Laursen, 2013, s. 60]

Landscape urbanism will be used as a tool to connect 

these very different elements in a series of  public 

VSDFHV� ÀOOHG� ZLWK� WKHPHV�� FUHDWLQJ� PHDQLQJIXO�
public domains.  As we have seen, Jan Gehl stresses 

the importance of  the human dimension and life 

between buildings. Thus the project will focus on 

the small scale level of  the inhabitants designing 

interconnected diverse spaces linking people and 

places enabling meaningful human exchange. 



The Highline is a green urban stretch raised from 

ground penetrating through the west side of  lower 

Manhattan in the city of  New York. The urban stretch 

is named ’the High Line’ hence its former function as 

a raised railway. The stretch is 1.2 mile long spanning 

over 20 city blocks. 

The former elevated freight rail line consist of  

an public park, which is design in a collaboration 

between James Corner Field Operations (Project 

/HDG���'LOOHU�6FRÀGLR���5HQIUR��DQG�3LHW�2XGROI��7KH�
theme of  the stretch is inspired by the self-seeded 

landscape, which grew wild when tracks stopped to 

run. The stretch introduces the green element and 

the landscape with a focus on native species. The 

different types of  plants, scrubs and grasses planted 

give the high line a changeable expression over time 

as the colours of  the landscape change throughout 

the year.[higline] [Laursen, 2013]
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Case

7KH�+LJK�/LQH

LOO��������&KDQJHDEOH�RYHU�WLPH�RI �\HDU�WKH�VHDVRQ�LV�UHÁHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ODQGVFDSH
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LOO�����6¡QGHU�%RXOHYDUG�FUHDWHV�VPDOOHU�DUHDV�DORQJ�WKH�VWUHWFK�

Case

6¡QGHU�%RXOHYDUG

Sønder Boulevard is an urban park, which is located in 

Vesterbro, Copenhagen. The former street has been 

transformed, where the carriage way has bevome 

an area with playgrounds, smaller parks and green 

areas. The area stretches west from Vesterfælledvej 

and continues on the other side of  Enghave Vej and 

towards east to Halmtorvet. (SLA)

Instead of  just creating a long urban park with a 

straight path and aligned trees, the established path 

continues into smaller spaces with green grass area, 

ÁRZHU� JDUGHQV� DQG� SOD\JURXQGV�� $ORQJ� WKH� VWUHHW�
small cafees and bars are placed.

The transformation has created a much calmer street 

UHJDUGLQJ� WR� FDU� WUDIÀF�� 7KH� GHVLJQ� RI � WKH� VWUHWFK�
has been carried out in close dialogue with the local 

citizens in Vesterbro giving them the opportunity to 

KDYH�D�GLUHFW�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI �WKH�XUEDQ�
park. [DAC]
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Problem Statement

$�JHQHURXV�DSSURDFK

An investigation and proposal of  how urban renewal 

strategies in Vesterbro can be approached by creating 

urban spaces, which activates the demographic and 

socio cultural potentials in relation to urban design. 

A generous Vesterbro – the urban space for all



��

Vision

)O\�KLJK�DQG�ODQG�VRIW

To celebrate Vesterbro’s natural and cultural history 
and the demographic composition by revitalizing the 

existing features of  the area
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Concept

3HRSOH�DQG�SODFHV

Linking* people and places 

Deeply rooted in the history of  Vesterbro, the 

concept takes it’s point of  departure in the idea of  

linking people and places both through physical 

interventions via infrastructural accessibility, but 

also socially through exchange. Linking is about past 

and present, you and me, old and new, buildings and 

surroundings. 


/LQNLQJ�LV�WKH�SK\VLFDO�IUDPHV�VXFK�DV�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�EXW�DOVR�
WKH�VRFLDO�DVSHFW�DQG�D�PHQWDO�VWDWH�RI �PLQG��RZQ�GHÀQLWLRQ�
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Strategy

7KH�PLVVLQJ�/LQN

Re-connecting the missing link

The strategy of  this project is to link different 

urban spaces in a continuous route in the urban 

landscape. Seen as an ensemble of  urban fragments 

that collectively constitutes a set of  places that are 

not divided by the physical environment, but has a 

relationship based on a common reference that being 

Vesterbro. 

By thinking of  public space, not only as individual 

nodes in the city, but also as a continuous, connective 

and dynamic transition in the urban landscape. You 

FDQ�ÀQG�DQ�RYHUVHHQ�SRWHQWLDO�DQG�TXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�LQ�
between spaces in the city.

As Jan Gehl expresses “a walking tour through the city can 

SURYLGH�WKH�SHGHVWULDQ�ZLWK�D�FURVV�VHFWLRQ�RI �ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�
LQ�VRFLHW\��SROLWLFDOO\�DQG�FXOWXUDOO\��1R�WLFNHWV�QR�LQYLWDWLRQV�
DUH�QHFHVVDU\�µ [Gehl (2004), p. 67] 
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The analysis, theoretical framework as well as vision, 

concept and strategy for the project have formed the 

bias for the design process. 

Using the diversity of  the area as a point of  

departure, we embark on a design process creating, 

nursing and connecting small scale meaningful public 

spaces into a public domain where the natural and 

social landscape of  the area can meet in an exchange 

unfold fruitfully. The idea is to establish a distinctive 

presence by introducing landscape urbanism that will 

VLJQLÀFDQWO\�EURDGHQ�WKH�DSSHDO�DQG�XVHIXOQHVV�RI �WKH�
urban stretch both as individual smaller urban areas 

but also as a continuing whole.

Design Process

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ

“,W·V�UHDOO\�ZRQGHUIXO�WR�ZDNH�XS�LQ�D�FLW\�
where everyday you realize that today the city 

LV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�EHWWHU�WKDQ�\HVWHUGD\��-DQ�*HKO�
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,QWURGXFLQJ�JUHHQ�HOHPHQWV

3HGHVWULDQ�IULHQGO\ Bike parking Stronger identity

/LQNLQJ�3ODFHV 7UDIÀF�FDOPHG�DUHD

/LQNLQJ�3HRSOH

$�QHZ�ELNHF\FOH�URXWH
*UHHQ�DUHDV�DUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�
PHDGRZ�ODQGVFDSH��ZKLFK�EHFRPHV�
D�PDLQ�FKDUDWHULVWLF�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�VWUHWFK�

'LIIHUHQW�XUEDQ�VSDFHV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�
WKURXJK�DQG�WR�WKH�VWUHWFK

'LIIHUHQW�HOHPHQWV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
OLQNV�SHRSOH�WR�WKH�VWUHWFK�DQG�WR�
one another

1HZ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DOORZV�RQO\�
FDUV�WR�HQWHU�SDUW�RI �WKH�VWUHWFK��
LQVWHDG�WKH�VWUHWFK�EHQHÀW�F\FOLVW�DQG�
SHGHVWULDQV�

7KH�VWUHWFK�LV�PDGH�SHGHVWULDQ�
IULHQGO\�ZLWK�D�SHGHVWULDQ�SDWK�DQG�
a new walking path through the 

meadow

&DU�SDUNLQJ�DUHDV�DUH�UHPRYHG�
DQG�ELNH�SDUNLQJ�LV�LQWURGXFHG�RQ�
WKH�VWUHWFK

7KH�¶IRUJRWWHQ·�VWUHHW�EHFRPHV�D�
G\QDPLF�VWUHWFK�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�
TXDOLWLHV

$�QHZ�ELNHF\FNOH�URXWH�FUHDWHV�QHZ�
FRQQHFWLRQV�DQG�EHWWHU�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�
WKH�F\FOLVW

LOO���������
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LOO������6HFWLRQ���������6NDWLQJ�DQG�SDUNRXU�DUHD�DW�+DGHUVOHYJDGH�
FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�DQG�VNDWHSDUN�DW�(QJKDYH�3ODGV

17 m

Bike path

Parkour

Pedestrian path

Skating

Pedestrian path

Haderslevgade / Stretch 1

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ
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LOO������9LVXDOL]DWLRQ���&KLOGUHQ�SOD\LQJ�DIWHU�6FKRRO�DW�
WKH�VNDWLQJ�DUHD�DW�+DGHUVOHYJDGH
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LOO������6HFWLRQ���������6KRSV�DQG�D�YLEUDQW�IHHOLQJ�DW�WKH�
LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI �(QJKDYH�3ODGV�DQG�+DGHUVOHYJDGH�

18 m
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O
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afees and restaurants
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Sm
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Haderslevgade / Stretch 2

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ
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Linking urban spaces 

Even though Haderslevgade is actually divided by 

intersecting streets and Enghave Plads, the street is 

thought of  as a continuing stretch. The street is seen 

as a medium for linking residents across different 

urban spaces in the area. 

$�ODUJH�SDUW�RI �WKH�VWUHWFK�LV�FORVHG�IRU�KHDY\�WUDIÀF�
prioritizing to accommodate cyclists and pedestrians. 

On stretch 1 and some of  stretch 2 there is a one-way 

lane for cars, and also in this area, some car parking 

are placed. By changing the infrastructure, the width 

of  the street is used to create urban spaces. The usage 

of  width of  the street creates greater intimacy to the 

streetscape.

Along the building façade pedestrian paths are created, 

but the stretch also presents an alternative choice of  

movement pattern and the possibility to step aside. A 

walking path and cyclists path leads you through the 

meadow landscape and connects to urban spaces with 

different characters. 

Haderslevgade becomes not just a street, but also 

a living part of  the urban environment by creating 

connections and relationship to the surrounding city 

and having new qualities. It is the forgotten street that 

has been given back to the residents of  Vesterbro. It 

is a place where the neighbourhood meet, do urban 

gardening, walk the dog, drink coffee in the cafés, play 

in the activity landscape, use the established bicycle 

connection or simply just watch other people. Given 

the variety of  interests that are met, and the diversity 

of  the people attracted to it, the stretch opens for the 

observation, impression and exchange of  views and 

values, making it a truly public domain.

The stretch is linked through common characteristics, 

but crate opportunities for different experiences:

6WUHWFK� �� This stretch is designed with skating and 

parkour facilities with different ramps, walls and 

plateaus. A subtle link is made in the surface to 

connect the skating area at Enghave Plads with the 

school, kindergarten and youth club. The cycle path 

creates a connection to Enghavevej. 

(QJKDYH� 3ODGV� This stretch is thought of  as a 

continuation therefore the character of  the stretch 

continues across Enghave Plads by using the same 

material. The cycle path deviates from the metro 

DOORZLQJ�D�IULFWLRQOHVV�ÁRZ�WR�WKH�H[LW�HQWUDQFH�

6WUHWFK� �� With the future metro station, the area 

nearest Enghave Plads will become a transit hub 

with a high human exchange, therefore an area near 

Enghave Plads is designed as an arena where the local 

culture, shops and café life can thrive. A part of  the 

street is left un-programmed for local initiatives so 

HYHQWV�OLNH�ÁHD�PDUNHWV�DQG�JDWKHULQJV�FDQ�RFFXU��7KH�
character of  the stretch becomes more quiet as you 

move towards Ny Carlsberg Vej and Liva Weels Plads. 

6WUHWFK��� This stretch become a green stretch which 

connects the other green areas at Sønder Boulevard 

and Liva Weels Plads. By incorporating Liva Weels 

Plads in the landscape the stretch’s width is extended. 

Seating arrangements are placed in a meadow 

landscape creating a quiet break in the city. 

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ
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LOO������6HFWLRQ���������6WUHWFK�WRZDUGV�6¡QGHU�%RXOHYDUG��&RQQHFWLQJ�
+DGHUVOHYJDGH��/LYD�:HHOV�3ODGV�DQG�6¡QGHU�%RXOHYDUG

Haderslevgade / Stretch 3

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ



��

LOO������7KH�ELNH�SDWK�DQG�ZDONLQJ�SDWK�FXUYHV�WKURXJK�WKH�
PHDGRZ�ODQGVFDSH��%HQFKHV�FUHDWHV�RSSXUWXQLW\�WR�UHOD[�
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Organic Solitude

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ

The green landscape and the organic shape of  the 

square are the main characteristics of  the design of  

Liva Weels Plads. The square invites for stationary 

activity, the activity level is low, but the dwell time 

longer as a democratic city also need areas that are 

more quiet and encourages thoughtfulness with 

spaces where you can sit in peace and immerse 

yourself  in the moment. 

Inspired by the existing hills, the landscape shapes 

around the bunkers and creates an organic landscape. 

Different programs are combined in one surface. 

At two spots, bicycle parking is integrated in the 

curves. The parking is located near the bike path at 

Haderslevgade and at the corner of  Ny Carlsberg Vej. 

The surface is processed to create intimate retreats 

and the shape divides the space into smaller intimate 

semi-private areas, making it unsuitable for larger 

events, which on the other hand is not the square’s 

purpose. Liva Weels Plads is seen as an extension 

of  the shared courtyard. It is a place for privacy, but 

it is also a place for the community to meet. The 

meadow landscape continues on the surface and part 

of  the surface is used for allotment gardens giving 

the neighbourhood the opportunity to gather around 

common activities. 
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/LJKW�FRQFUHWH�DQG�FREEOHVWRQH
A choice of  light concrete is used with a combination 

of  cobblestones. The materials are consequently used 

on the whole stretch in order to create coherence 

and a subtle link. The cobblestones are a reference to 

¶EURNYDUWHUHW·�EXW�DUH�RQO\�XVHG�DW�WR�GHÀQH�HGJHV�DQG�
areas. The light coloured concrete is the main material 

used. The light colour makes the spaces between the 

buildings appear larger, lighter and more welcoming. 

By using different patterns of  the same material the 

functional use of  the stretch is determined. Along 

WKH�EXLOGLQJ� IDoDGH� WLOHV� LQ� OLJKW�FRQFUHWH�GHÀQH� WKH�
pedestrian path. The stretch is not just one solid 

mass of  concrete. Instead, natural elements as trees 

and the meadow landscape have been incorporated. 

Inspired by the shapes of  nature, the organic shape is 

a contrast to the hard edges of  the city. The concrete 

surface and the meadow curves through the stretch. 

Design catalogue
'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ

LOO���������
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3URJUDPPLQJ�WKH�VXUIDFH
The walking path curves through stretch using the 

curves for different programs. Bicycle parking areas are 

placed in the curves. In some places the concrete paving 

rhythmically rise into seating, before sinking back into 

a previous surface. Areas to play area integrated in the 

landscape. 
LOO���������
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/LJKWLQJ�HOHPHQWV
Light poles are placed through stretch in the concrete 

surface creating a feeling of  safety at night. The 

landscape is accentuated by placing discrete lighting 

elements in meadow. Lighting elements are placed in 

WKH�FRQFUHWH� VXUIDFH��GHÀQLQJ� WKH�SDWK�DW�QLJKW� DQG�
leading through the stretch. 

Rainwater cutter
The rainwater cutter placed 

between the pedestrian path and 

walking path makes a demarcation 

and function as tactile guideline 

(directrix). The use of  open cutters 

is a way of  introducing nature in 

the city and creates an interesting 

feel in the city. The open cutter 

leaves traces from people who 

have stepped in the water, leaving 

silhouettes of  footprints for a short 

period of  time before vanishing 

again. The water’s movement 

and sound touches the senses. 

The weather and time of  year is 

mirrored in the water and by the 

leaves collected in small piles.
LOO���������

LOO���������
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Being at home - yet together
Haderslevgade becomes the shared courtyard in the 

middle of  the bustling Vesterbro. A stretch which 

allows a series of  outdoor ’rooms’, where the use 

of  ‘home-familiar’ objects is used as a strategy to 

create an informal and inviting use of  the stretch 

and embraces the community of  Vesterbro. Interior 

elements are introduced in the urban landscape, 

as recognizable objects make us feel belonging and 

ownership to a place a feeling of  ‘now we are home’. 

$�ERRNVHOYHV�IRU�H[FKDQJH�RI �ERRNV $�FRQFUHWH�FRXFK

�LOO�����������6LOKRXHWWHV�RI �SHRSOH

)DPLOLDU�IDFHV�HQJUDYHG�LQ�WKH�FRQFUHWH�

2SSXUWXQLWLHV�IRU�SOD\LQJ�WRJHWKHU$�JUHHQ�GLQLQJ�URRP)DPLOLDU�REMHFWV�XVHG�IRU�SOD\

&KDQGHOLHU�DV�OLJKWLQJ�HOHPHQW
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The meadow landscape

'HVLJQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ

Vesterbro was formerly located in the in the suburbs 

of  Copenhagen. The urbanization of  the area caused 

alienation of  the landscape prompting the area 

to become the district with the least green areas in 

Copenhagen. Rooted in the history of  the site, the 

stretch becomes a cultivation of  the landscape  by 

using the street’s horizontal surface and adding new 

layer, - the meadow. 

Studies of  Vesterbro suggest an increasing desire 

and need for more green urban spaces. The green 

element introduced and used as a wonderful contrast 

against the city’s hard surface and creates a distinctive 

character, - the meadow in the city. The meadow 

landscape, green vegetation and trees are planted 

creating a historical link to Vesterbro as a former 

farmland. 

Different types of  vegetation are planted to ensure 

an alternating landscape throughout the year. The 

planted areas consist of  a combination between low 

and high vegetation creating a variation in the journey 

through the landscape. The time of  the year is told 

through the vegetation simultaneously with change in 

temperature, wind and weather. The colours change 

from blue and green in the summer to golden tones 

in the winter making the stretch become an ever-

changing space of  nuances. The vegetations varying 

height and colours give a dynamic urban space, which 

can be experienced through a sensory journey by 

foot or bicycle. The meadow landscape becomes a 

combination of  spaces, a place to walk, sit on and 

for recreational purposes. The changing patterns and 

textures can be seen from above on the surrounding 

residential buildings. 

The meadow is a robust vegetation type thriving low 

maintenance, which grows throughout the year and 

comes back year after year. The green areas functions 

as a seepage beds.

“7KH�DZDNHQLQJ�RI �WKH�VSULQJ��WKH�GHOLFDWH�EORVVRP�DQG�
WKH�OXVK�RI �JUHHQ�LQ�VXPPHU��WKH�DXWXPQV�ZDUP�FRORXUV�ZLWK�
IDOOHQ�OHDYHV�JORZLQJ�LQ�D�SXGGOH�DQG�WKH�VNHOHWRQ�RI �WUHHV�
OLJKWLQJ�XS�LQ�WKH�VQRZ��7KLV�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI �QDWXUH������

%XVN��RZQ�WKRXJKWV�
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&RQFOXVLRQ
Throughout the project, the goal has been to get an 

understanding of  Vesterbro. Vesterbro is composed 

of  a complex set of  urban fragments both socially 

and physically constituting the urban fabric as a 

whole. Vesterbro’s population is composed of  

different socio cultural layers calling for a greater local 

exchange across the differences. The starting point for 

the transformation of  the stretch is to increase local 

ownership and strengthen the community’s already 

fertile ground. The stretch has different qualities, 

which meets the needs of  different people, as obliging 

to needs of  the residents is seen as a key element in 

improving the conditions in the urban fabric. 

The stretch creates the physical framework and 

introduces new patterns of  movement and life 

between buildings promoting meeting places, 

diversity and social interaction. By designing different 

areas the stretch’s linear trajectory is broken up 

and allows for stay and experience in the long and 

transverse direction. The stretch’s different areas are 

independent but yet in relation, -linking urban spaces 

and people.

As Vesterbro has experienced an increase in children 

to the area, the existing playgrounds are extensively 

used and often very overcrowded. In order to meet 

the needs of  the children, a part of  the stretch is 

transformed into a skating and parkour area linking 

the stretch to the schools, kindergarten and youth 

club as well as to the other skating area at Enghave 

Plads. 

With the coming metro station at Enghave Plads 

it becomes a future transit hub, which will change 

the area’s character. The area will become a natural 

PHHWLQJ�SODFH�ZLWK� D� ODUJH�ÁRZ� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� DQ� DUHD�
with a high human exchange. Therefore the area 

around the square will be transformed into an area, 

which offers shops, cafés, restaurants and places to 

meet and gather. The stretch around Liva Weels Plads 

has a quieter atmosphere with seating arrangements 

placed in the meadow landscape allowing you to 

withdraw from the bustling Vesterbro. Liva Weels 

Plads maintains its character as a public square, but 

as decentralized areas are often mostly use by the 

local residents the design also allows a more private 

atmosphere directed towards the residents in the 

surrounding buildings.  

Landscape urbanism is used as tool to feature the 

green element in Vesterbro. The meadow landscape 

is re-introduced in the urban setting, meeting the 

concrete surface and hard edges of  the city. The 

meadow landscape becomes the main characteristics 

of  the stretch satisfying the wish for more green 

areas in Vesterbro. The concrete ribbon adds a 

contemporary layer whereas the meadow landscape 

adds the historical layer. The envisioned continuity 

and legibility is enhanced by the concrete surface 

and meadow landscape, which become a guiding 

&RQFOXVLRQ�	�5HÁHNVLRQ
:DV�LW�IXOÀOOHG"
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principle that establishes a strong visible connection 

throughout the stretch thus emphasizing the link 

between the urban spaces.

The established cycle path creates an alternative 

and more visible connection going south and north 

HDVLQJ� WKH� WUDIÀF� RQ� WKH� EXV\� VWUHHW� (QJKDYH� 9HM��
The differentiation made between a pedestrian 

path, walking path and bicycle path allows different 

speeds and types of  movement. The stretch becomes 

an experiential route through the city as you move 

through the ever-changing meadow landscape and 

different types of  urban spaces prompting social 

exchange. 

5HÁHFWLRQ
Due to the on-going construction of  the future metro 

station at Enghave Plads a large part of  the square 

is inaccessible. Therefore it has not been possible 

to cross over the square and thereby experiencing 

Haderslevgade as one continuing stretch, that being 

said, through the analysis of  the street, the street 

appears as three individual streets only having in 

common the shared name Haderslevgade. Instead 

of  seeing the construction site at Enghave Plads as a 

barrier it has instead been seen as potential. The new 

PHWUR�VWDWLRQ�ÀUVW�RSHQV�LQ������>PHWUR@��ZKLFK�JLYHV�
the proposed design an opportunity and potential in 

LQÁXHQFLQJ�WKH�IXWXUH�RXWFRPH�RI �(QJKDYH�3ODGV��

:KHQ� GHVLJQLQJ� QHZ� XUEDQ� VSDFHV� LW� LV� GLIÀFXOW� WR�
predict the prospect of  success. Jan Gehl emphasises 

on the importance of  thinking of  the end user in the 

planning and design process as you do not want you 

create beautiful urban spaces for the use of  none. 

In the analysis, planning and designing of  the project 

it has be sought to get and understanding of  the 

locals wants and needs. The basis and inspiration 

for the project has been found in the analysis of  

Vesterbro, through theories but most important 

through a hands-on approach. Through the project 

I was fortunate to live within a 7-minutes bicycle 

ride from Haderslevgade, making it possible to visit 

Vesterbro regularly for the purpose of  the project 

or just for a coffee with friends. The participation in 

local meetings and guided walking tours on Vesterbro 

has given a broad understanding of  the area, the socio 

cultural layers and the insight of  what the locals want. 

Even though it is hard to predict if  the design 

proposal will become a success, the matter of  fact is 

that there is a local wish for more green urban spaces, 

areas for children and more quiet areas in Vesterbro, 

which forms a stabile bias for the proposed design 

as the green landscape is reintroduced in the city and 

the stretch allows different types of  use and thereby 

EHQHÀWWLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�JURXSV��



��

Sundiagram

$SSHQGL[

March

��

��

��

July 1RYHPEHU

LOO����������6XQGLDJUDPV�DW�GLIIHUHQW�WLPHV�RI �GD\�DQG�\HDU



��

Meadow vegetation

$SSHQGL[

&DODPDJURVWLV�EUDFK\WULFKD���
+HLJKW���������FP
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�������FP
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Oversigtskort over det Centrale Vesterbro og  
Områdefornyelsens fysiske indsatsområder.

FYSISKE INDSATSOMRÅDER

Der er en række fysiske udfordringer på det Centrale Vesterbro, hvor de mest synlige er ned-
slidte udearealer, få rekreative byrum, stigende biltrafik og usikre cykelveje. 
Med ansøgningerne om områdefornyelsesprojekter i det Centrale Vesterbro Øst og Vest er 
der udpeget konkrete fysiske indsatsområder. Målet er at binde kvarteret sammen og skabe 
rekreative og funktionelle byrum. Københavns Kommunes arkitekturpolitik er vores målestok 
i dette arbejde.

Områdefornyelsens indledende borgerinddragelse har delt de fysiske indsatser ind i nedenstå-
ende 11 arbejdsgrupper: 

Det Centrale Vesterbro Vest 
1 Liva Weels Plads
2 Haderslevgade
3 Plads ved Bevtoftgade 
4 Sønder Boulevard 
5 Vesterfælledvej 
6 Enghaveparken 

Det Centrale Vesterbro Øst 
7 Tove Ditlevsens Plads, Tove Ditlevsens Skole og 
arealet ved Sankt Matthæus Kirke 
8 Litauens Plads
9 Sønder Boulevard 
10 Dybbølsgade, Yrsa Plads og Skelbækgade
11 Istedgade 

På de efterfølgende sider bliver hvert enkelt arbejdsområde beskrevet med ”formål”, ”historik”, 
”hvad vil vi?”, ”borgerinddragelse” og ”succeskriterier”. 

Arbejdsgrupperne for hvert fysisk indsatsområde er altid åbne for nye medlemmer.

Opmålingerne og optegningerne af områderne er omtrentlige og skal ses som en vejledning. 
De fuldtoptrukne linier illustrerer de områder, som Områdefornyelsen har fået udpeget af sta-
ten og kommunen.  De stiblede linier illustrerer det område, som Områdefornyelsen forestiller 
sig kan inddrages yderligere i arbejdet med indsatsområdet.

Efter beskrivelsen af de fysiske indsatser følger en beskrivelse af boliger og gårde samt en be-
skrivelse af indsatsen for byfornyelse.

Vi vil arbejde for at opfylde Københavns Kommunes ambitioner fra Metropol for Mennesker: 
- Mere byliv for alle 
- Flere går mere
- Flere bliver længere

 

$SSHQGL[

LOO������7KH�DUHDV�WKDW�DUH�DSSRLQWHG�DV�XUEDQ�UHQHZDO�DUHDV�



��

Design process



��

$UWLFOHV�
&RUQHU��-����������2Q�/DQGVFSDH��(FRORJ\�DQG�RWKHU�0RGLÀHUV�WR�8UEDQLVP��6FHQDULR�����/DQGVFDSH�8UEDQLVP, Fall 2011, pp. 21-24
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Come As you are As you were As I want 

you to be As a friend As a friend As an 

old enemy Take your time Hurry up The 

choice is your Don’t be late Take a rest 

As a friend As an old memoria Memoria 

Memoria Memoria... 
- Section from song: ‘Come As You Are’ by Nirvana




