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The purpose of this research is to study the human trafficking of children focusing on the sexual exploitation. The aim of the study is to increase the understanding of the interrelation of the human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of children from the human rights perspective and to deepen the understanding of the factors contributing on both the demand and supply side, focusing however to the demand side in term so the sexual exploitation of children. West-Africa is one of areas in African Region where the problem of human trafficking is significantly emerging and in this thesis three countries, Benin, Nigeria and Togo, were on the focus, due to the availability to the previous literature done in the area of human trafficking. The research uses qualitative method with the deductive approach. The data collection based on the secondary data from the researches done by the United Nations, ECPAT (international NGO “End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes”), and the other materials from the academic journals, international official publications, books and newspapers. The interrelation of the human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of children was studied from the following angles: the children’s situation and the migration patterns in the area, human trafficking situation and the scope of sexual exploitation, supply’s and demand’s contribution to the sexual exploitation of children and the possibilities of decreasing the demand. The data was analysed in the light of the theoretical framework including the theories of the relation of the migration and the human trafficking from the perspective of the historical-structuralist theories, the economic analysis of crime, relating it to the human trafficking approach and the victim’s perspective, and the contributions of the demand for sexual exploitation. According to the findings the interrelations of human trafficking and sexual exploitation of children is a multidimensional area. Demand has essential contributors that facilitate the whole business of the exploitation of the children and the demand must be seen from the wider perspective, including the cultural and traditional factors that contribute to the demand to occur. The demand must be seen influenced by the three-ways relationship, including all the actors’ demands: the victims’, the demanders’ as well as the traffickers’. The demand is different depending on the actor. The challenge is how to enable the degreasing of the demand of sexual exploitation, which seems to contribute to the crime of human trafficking to occur. Possible forms of decreasing might include wider criminalization of the sexual exploitation as well as increasing the legal possibilities for legal incomes. The deeper focus on the sexual exploitation of children is needed.
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1. Introduction
Since the first World Congress Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholm in 1996, different stakeholders have been calling for action to diminish and eradicate the demand for such exploitation. (Petit 2006: 5)
The fact that slavery - in the form of human trafficking - still exists in the 21st century shames us all. (UNODC 2006b, 10)

The notions above, stated by the United Nation’s Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography Mr. Juan Miguel Petit, and the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) Mr. Antonio Maria Costa, respectively, describe the depth and awkwardness of the topic of this research. The slavery is not ended but it continues in the exploitative structure of human trafficking, especially on the exploitation of children.
I got interested in human trafficking first time during my internship in the UN in Vienna, Austria in summer 2007. I wrote my 9th semester report about the poverty as one of the main root causes of human trafficking especially on the supply side, and about the multidimensional area of preventing trafficking, including poverty alleviation and the socio-economic contributions of the international trade agreements. Now I want to deepen my knowledge and continue researching this area, but now I want to focus on the demand side and the dilemma between the push and pull factors that contribute to the human trafficking, such as the demand for sexual exploitation of especially children.
1.1. Problem formulation

Human trafficking is a problem that has existed in the world for ages in the forms of slavery. At the first sight it seems to belong to the history of slave trade, but still, unexpectedly, it exists nowadays maybe stronger than ever. Human trafficking is gaining increasing worldwide interest. It is a universal subject involving many different angles. Fighting against human trafficking is to fight against massive international crime. Human trafficking is the second biggest crime industry in the world after the industry of drugs and guns (Kempadoo et al. 2005; Polaris Project 2008). 
Human trafficking is an increasing global problem according to UNHCR, UN and IOM. The increase in the recognition of the amplified number of trafficked persons is also due to the improved law enforcement initiatives and global cooperation for fighting against human trafficking. As a result, UNODC started the Global Programme against Trafficking in Human Beings in March 1999.  (Aronowitz 2001, 164) 
In terms of numbers, human trafficking involves hundreds of thousands victims globally. According to the U.S. Department of State statistics, there are approximately 800 000 people trafficked trans-borders worldwide annually; thus the number excludes internally trafficked people (U.S. Department of State 2007: 8). The ILO estimates that approximately 2.45 million people are in the forced labor as a result of being victims of trafficking (ILO 2005: 14), while the total amount of people engaged in forced labor is estimated to be at the given time around 12.3 million
, including both reported and non-reported cases (ibid 10-11).  
Nevertheless, the global statistics are challenging, since it is debatable is the global statistical increase caused by the real increase in the number or by the increased interest in the topic (Kampadoo et al. 2005: 78; UNODC 2006c: 36). Similarly, at the same time when the laws and regulations have been formed in the national, regional and international levels and consequently the topic has gained interest, the law enforcement remains still deprived. (U.S. Department of State 2007; UNICEF 2006; UNODC 2006c) Additionally, the U.S. Department of State has been criticized for using the political interests in defining the trafficking status of states in their statistics, favoring the allies and blocking the enemies; and furthermore, the origins of the statistics have not been verified, lacking the information of the data collection method, and are thus questionable (Kampadoo et al. 2005: xx-xxi).  
According to Laczko and Gramegna (2003), there is not an accurate statistics of the global number of the trafficked persons because of the immense lack of reliable and updated data of the human trafficking. The problem is the lack of reliable systems and standards regarding the collection data and the need of more common definition of the indicators of human trafficking, since the information and legislation differs from country to country
. 
According to the UNODC (2006c: 34), the updated quantity level of the problem is difficult to achieve since the definition and the data collection system is not globally or even nationally exact or coordinated in cooperation between different actors involved in it:

While immigration statistics often include those who have been deported and/or repatriated and thus include illegal migrants and traffickers/criminals as well as trafficked victims (and thus may be inflated), NGO statistics often report only those who seek help and thus under-represent the true nature of the problem.
In addition, there is recognized difficulty of studying the increase of human trafficking in Africa, since according to ILO (2001: vi): “In Africa, the lack of information concerning statistics on trafficking over the years makes it impossible to ascertain whether trafficking in children is on the rise.” 

There is a disparity in between the different regions in the world. Some areas are origins and some destinations of the victims of human trafficking. According to the UNODC information, the most common countries of origin are in the Central and South Eastern Europe (CEE), the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and Asia, Western Africa, Latin America and Caribbean (UNODC 2006b, 58). The most reported transit countries are in the Central and South Eastern Europe, Western Europe, South-Eastern Asia, Central America and Western Africa (ibid, 60). The countries of destination are mainly in Western Europe, East and South Eastern Asia, Western Asia and North America (ibid, 63).   

I want to focus in this study on the human trafficking in relation to the case study of West Africa (concentrating on the countries Nigeria. Benin and Togo), since this pronouncement will give necessary geographical boundaries for studying the extensive worldwide topic such as human trafficking. I am interested to study the situation in Africa more deeply. The human trafficking is occurring globally in a huge number, and West-Africa is one of areas in African Region where the problem is significantly occuring. Africa is mainly the origin region, but also the destination for the internal trafficking, especially the Western Africa (UNODC 2006b). 
The reason for choosing the specific countries of Nigeria, Togo and Benin from the region of West Africa is that there are previous researches and data about human trafficking available from those countries. The UNODC has published in 2006 the wide research Measures to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings in Benin, Nigeria and Togo. The research provides access to wide data concerning the human trafficking in those countries. In addition to that, I will analyze the data provided by ECPAT (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes), which is an international network and it has a database from different countries and also detailed country information concerning the situation of child prostitution, child pornography and the trafficking of children for sexual purposes, as well as the actions undertaken to combat them. 
Trafficking of the human beings can be approached from different perspectives: as a problem from the migration, criminality, human rights, labour or health perspectives (Ollus 2004). The approach will also determine to a certain extent the theories in use. In this research the human rights approach will be used. The reason for that is to study the crime of human trafficking mainly from the perspective of human rights, having the victim in the focus. Trafficking is seen as a crime that exploits the migration system, in that way the trafficked person is also a victim of crime, not a criminal per se.  

In order to analyze the topic of human trafficking, the main theoretical frameworks of migration will be presented, as well as the human trafficking will be described in relation to global migration and sexual exploitation, together with the actors, push and pull factors contributing on it. Migration can be studies from different perspectives, depending on the different types of migration. Migration occurs in different levels: transnationally (including inter- and intra-continental as well as inter-regional migration) and nationally (including e.g. rural-urban migration). The migration includes different types, such as emigration, immigration, chain -, and forced -, free -, impelled -, illegal -, 
mass -, political -, rural-urban - or seasonal migration (National Geographic 2005). In this study the focus will be on human trafficking, which is one form of the forced and illegal migration, and thus the migration will be studied mainly from these perspectives, both in the transnational and national levels. All of the different types of migration can occur for the variety of reasons and thus there are different causes for the migration, which are defined as push and pull factors. 
The demand and supply sides for human trafficking and sexual exploitation will be studied especially in the light of the historical-structuralist theory of migration in one hand, but also in relation to the supply and the demand on the other hand, together with the economic analysis of crime and human rights in terms of the demand for sexual exploitation, in order to find out the wider perspective of the demand and supply aspects of the trafficking in human beings and the sexual exploitation of women and children. Forced labor in the form of sexual exploitation and demand for sexual exploitation will be studied in order to find out how the demand lead people to fell in the trap of human trafficking.
The purpose of this study is to widen the understanding of demand side of human trafficking, using the UN guidelines dealing with the push factors in the supply side and the demand side of the pull factors, in this case the sexual exploitation. The aim is to find out how demand and supply for sexual exploitation is connected in relation to human trafficking and how the national and international guidelines have the demand for sexual exploitation in their agenda. The problem will be studied form the perspective of the West Africa, especially Nigeria, Togo and Benin, which are mainly the countries of origin as well as destination in African Region in the cycle of human trafficking.
Human trafficking is a wide topic including many areas. Already the forms of exploitation are various, including exploitation from the forced labor to the sexual exploitation. I want to concentrate on studying the demand for sexual exploitation. The issue of demand is mentioned in the UN documents that deal with human trafficking. Nevertheless, it has not gained big attention as a focused area of academic researches, despite of the fact that it announced by the UNODC director, Mr. Costa, as a foremost challenge in fighting against human trafficking: “A main challenge is to reduce demand, whether for cheap goods manufactured in sweatshops, or for under-priced commodities produced by bonded people in farms and mines, or for services provided by sex slaves” (UNODC 2006b: 10). 
Accordingly, I want to focus especially on the UNODC recommendation number 4: To undertake measures to discourage demand that fosters exploitation that leads to trafficking in persons (UNODC 2006b, 12). I will focus in the study on the sexual exploitation of children, since already in the international Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, children together with women are mentioned as especially vulnerable groups that are threatened to end up to be trafficked and exploited. Children are, however, most of the time grouped together with women in most of the literature about human trafficking and sexual exploitation.  Therefore, I want to focus especially on children and their special situation in the West-African area, especially in Nigeria, Togo and Benin, and to widen the understanding of their special circumstances in terms of child trafficking and sexual exploitation.

The Research questions in the comparative study of the situation in the West African countries of Togo, Benin and Nigeria are: 

What kind of main actors and causes affect the supply and demand for the human trafficking of children for sexual exploitation in West Africa?
      and 

Why demand should be addressed as the main cause for human trafficking of children for sexual exploitation in West Africa?
2. Methodology

In this research will be used a qualitative research method. It is suitable, since the aim of this research is to obtain deeper understanding in the field of human trafficking of children for sexual exploitation. The deductive method was used in this research, since the data collection was based on the theoretical interests of studying the demand. Deduction is described by May (2001: 32) as a method where the author “consider[s] a general picture of social life and then research a particular aspect of it to test the strength of (…) theories.” The theory of the role of the demand side and the hypothesis of the contribution of the demand for the sexual exploitation will be on focus.
The data in this research is based on the second hand data. The international legal framework is studied through the official United Nation documents concerning the human trafficking. The United Nations is in the forefront in providing knowledge and tools for fighting against human trafficking and I will study the UN practices, convention and protocols on that area. The UNODC has published in 2006 the wide research Measures to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings in Benin, Nigeria and Togo. The research provides wide data concerning the trafficking in those countries. The access to previously conducted researches in the area enabled the access to information, and thus this report uses a case study of studying human trafficking in West Africa from the perspective of three special countries: Benin, Nigeria and Togo. The choice of the geographical area relates also to my interest to study the global problem from a specific area, in this case West Africa, which is the most active area in African continent in terms of human trafficking. During the research process, I have tried to apply less-ethnocentric perspective while studying the cultural and traditional issues in West Africa, acknowledging however my European background and influences of it. 
In addition to the researches conducted by the UN, I will analyze the data provided by ECPAT (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes), which is an international network. It has an online database from different countries and detailed country information concerning the situation of child prostitution, child pornography and the trafficking of children for sexual purposes, as well as the actions undertaken to combat them and the organizations that are active in this issue. In addition, other data collected from the academic journals, international official publications, books and newspapers are used in this research. The secondary data sources might include the hidden agendas, and by recognizing this limit, I have made an effort trying to double-check the offered data in order to gain the maximum validity of the data. 
The problem, which I am focusing on in this report, is more theoretical in its core. I will study the problem of demand from the perspectives of different theories. The theories of migration will be used for defining and analyzing the problem of human trafficking. The economic analysis of crime that I use in my analysis is a tool for trying to understand the question of demand and the multiple actors involved in that. In this study, I relate it to the human trafficking approach and the victim’s perspective, which is a quite different perspective than where it is usually used in the academic researches, when the economic analysis of crime is mainly used to analyze the trafficking from the criminal perspective concentrating on the traffickers. The supply and demand, as well as push and pull factors are studied in order to analyze the situations that influence people to fell down to the trap of being victims of human trafficking. This is done, however, from the perspective of the historical-structuralist theories of migration, which is more valid perspective for studying especially the developing countries such as the countries in West Africa, which are on focus in this study. 
The aim of the qualitative study is not to create generalization of the researched area, but to deepen the perceptive in the special context. The aim of the study is to increase the understanding of the nature of the human trafficking as a human rights problem and to understand the factors on both the demand and supply side. On the other hand, I have been forced to make some kind of generalization due to the lack of data from this special issue from the countries of Benin, Nigeria and Togo. 
It is essential to be aware of certain limitations for this study. The use of the three countries of Benin, Nigeria and Togo as a regional overview gives a general overview of the topic instead of detailed analysis of the problem. It would have been interesting to have possibility to collect data from the primary information sources such as interviews and in that way triangulate data. Unfortunately, I did not have opportunity to travel to West Africa to conduct field studies or interviews, due to the financial reasons. In addition, some of the official documents were difficult to access for the language reasons, since both Benin and Togo are French-speaking countries and I lack the knowledge of French. Nevertheless, most of the data were available both in English and in French.
3. MIGRATION AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING
In this chapter will be described the theories that provide the theoretical framework for analyzing the human trafficking from the wider perspective connected to the global migration and the existing theoretical literature related to the topic. The chapter includes the definitions of the human trafficking, the different actors involving in the trafficking and the exploitation focusing on the sexual exploitation which is related to human trafficking. 
3.1. Definition of Human Trafficking

The United Nations is in important position in forming the international legal framework to fight against human trafficking. Human trafficking has been in the special agenda of the United Nations since 1999, when UNODC started the Global Programme against Trafficking in Human Beings
 (Aronowitz 2001: 164). 

Definition of the trafficking is an important starting point when the international and transnational crimes such as trafficking are in the agenda. There are three important sets of rules by the United Nations that provide the international legal framework, which define the human trafficking:

· United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

· Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children

· Protocol against the smuggling of Migrants by land, Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.   (UNODC 2006a: 1)
These are meant to be a starting point and tools for the national states to define their own laws to fight against human trafficking. Both Protocols (Trafficking in Persons Protocol and Migration Protocol) supplement the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (referred as Organized Crime Convention), and all of them were adopted in 2000. Both the Organized Crime Convention and the Trafficking in Persons Protocol entered into force in the end of 2003. (UNODC 2006a: x) Any state which wants to join the Protocols, must be first joined the Organized Crime Convention, and both the Convention and the Protocols must be adopted equally. (UNODC 2006a: 4) 

The Convention defines the human trafficking as a one form of the transnational organized crime and as a global security threat. The Convention is the base for defining the human trafficking as an international crime, and both Protocols focus more precisely on the crime of human trafficking, respectively.

Human trafficking is defined by the UN Members states in the Article 3 (subparagraph a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, (referred as Trafficking in Persons Protocol) in 2000 as following:

“the requirement, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or the other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.”

(United Nations 2000a: Article 3a)
The definition is quite wide, including different forms of coercion that are contained in the trafficking process. UNODC has published in 2006 a comprehensive book “Toolkit to combat Trafficking in Persons”, where it has combined a wide range of tools for different actors for widening the knowledge how to deal with the increasing problem of trafficking. The UN describes that the definition of human trafficking includes three aspects: 

· The action of recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of person 

· By means of the threat or use of force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, or giving payments or benefits to a person in control of the victim 

· For the purposes of exploitation, which includes exploiting the prostitution of others, sexual exploitation, forced labour, slavery or similar practices, and the removal of organs. (UNODC 2006a: xii) 

These three aspects (actions included, means of the threat and the purpose of exploitation), are the core factors describing the human trafficking, and help thus to define the cases more precisely. 
The trafficking should be seen as a process. It includes many different parts: requirement or abduction at local level, transportation and entry, and the following ‘goal’ of the offender, exploitation. Human trafficking should be seen as a process that involves different activities during the whole process, as can be seen describes in the Figure 1 (UNODC 2006a: 36-37):

Figure 1: Trafficking in persons as a process and other related crimes
 
   Trafficking process =             Exploitation =          

[image: image1]Human trafficking is a chain which starts from the recruitment of the victim and after the transportation and entry to a new place; it ends up to exploitation (see the white arrows in the Figure 1). All parts of this process include different criminal activities, differing from the situation, but there are certain offences that can occur during the whole chain of trafficking, such as money-laundering, tax evasion and corruption of officials. (UNODC 2006a: 36-37) 

Human trafficking is not always transnational, but it can occur also within the borders. The characteristic for the recruitment, transportation and entry is that the victim of human trafficking is moved or displaced away from his/her home community to another community: “The displacement could be from one house to another, one village to another, one district to another, one state to another or from one country to another
” (Nair 2007: 2). 

Human trafficking is also a combination of crimes instead of a single crime. It includes many different crimes in addition to the exploitation. Exploitation can occur against the international, regional or national laws, including activities such as the document forgery or the immigration law abuse. Exploitation occurs also against the individual victim in the wide-range forms such as false imprisonment, illegal coercion, sexual assault or withholding the documents. The exploitation can occur in any part of the human trafficking process, from recruiting to the final exploitation phase (see the black arrows in Figure 1). (UNODC 2006a: 36-37)

As Väyrynen (2003: 16) describes, exploitation can be described widely as the situation where “the victim loses the personal freedom and is thus unable to leave the predicament, or can do so only with a risk. The result is often physical and emotional harm.” This occurring exploitation also enables to see the trafficked person as a victim, instead of as a criminal. Forced labor and sexual exploitation are the common forms of exploitation. According to the ILO definition, forced labor contains at least the following aspects: the victim of human trafficking is working under the threat of penalty, and the working is not done voluntarily. (UNODC 2006b: 64-65)   
The United Nations’ definition of the human trafficking in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol has been also criticized for its narrow description focusing on the phases of the trafficking before the exploitation, thus underestimating the actual exploitation. The exploitation does not get wide consideration but it is lacking the attention. Also the process of forming the UNODC definition was affected by the battle between the supporters and opponents of the legal prostitution, and this conflict of definition resulted to the present definition, where the consent of victim is not relevant, thus “the UN Protocol does not cover situations of consensual prostitution”. (Tavella 2007: 199) 
Additionally, the UN role in defining the international trafficking framework has been criticized for its focus on the crime and immigrant control in terms of migration problems, instead of on the victims, social justice and human rights; Kempadoo et al. (2005: xiv) expose the criticisms against the UN double standards in terms of speaking for human rights and at the same time supporting the “neoliberal economic interests of corporations, multilateral agencies, policy experts, and national governments, rather than those of the world’s working and poor people”.
3.2. Human trafficking and migration 

Human trafficking is a part of the wider concept of migration, which includes many different forms of immigration. Traditionally, the theories of migration have been divided into two main categories: the neo-classical theories and the historical-structuralist theories. The neo-classical perspective highlights the aspiration to the spatial-economic equilibrium, where the economic stability is the driving force for migration. At macro-level, the migration is studied from the supply-demand perspectives mainly in relation to the labor force. In the micro-level, the individual migrants are seen as willing to move voluntarily after the better livelihood opportunities. However, this theoretical perspective can be criticized for not recognizing the lack of awareness of the risk-factors of the migration, especially among the poor marginalized people in the developing countries. (De Haas 2008: 3-7)

The historical-structuralist theories (such as Marxist and dependency approaches) emphasize the unequal distribution of the economic and political power between the core and the periphery (as described by the world system theory), seeing migration as caused by a structural and “natural outgrowth of disruptions and dislocations that are intrinsic to the process of capitalist accumulation” (De Haas 2008:7). According to this view, the labor follows the capital and not conversely, as described by the neo-classical perspective. Therefore, the migration is not seen as a free choice per se, but as an outcome of the weakened traditional economic structures resulting from the global political economic structure. This perspective has been criticized for not recognizing the individual activity contributing into migration, highlighting the power of the macro-forces. Nevertheless, the structuralist theory aims to see the migration as a process serving mainly the interests of the place of destination. (De Haas 2008: 7-8) 
Since 1980’s, these two extremities of migration theories have then come closer to each others, aiming to more pluralist and less polarized perspectives than in the past. Nevertheless, in this study the histrorical-structuralist perspective is applied in the analysis as the primary perspective to the migration, and resulting from the shift in the theories towards more pluralistic view, especially the livelihood approach is applied, which is connected to the structuralist perspective, seeing that the migration is a “strategic or deliberate choice of a combination of activities by households and their individual members to maintain, secure, and improve their livelihoods” (De Haas 2008: 36). According to this approach, migrants as members of the wider network such as household aim to gain better livelihood. In this study the focus is, however, in the specific form of migration, human trafficking.
Therefore, international migration is strongly connected to the global economy and international politics, since people are mainly moving for economic reasons after work and looking for better life opportunities. In terms of the different forms of migration, illegal migration is a subcategory of international migration. Status of illegal migration is defined by the laws of the national states and intergovernmental organizations (such as the United Nations), describing the requirements for legal entry in the country and the cross-border movements. Human trafficking is a one category of illegal migration. (Väyrynen 2003: 1, 4) According to IOM, illegal migration includes approximately four million people annually (Aronowitz 2001: 164).

The position and the interdependency of human trafficking in the wider category of international migration can be seen illustrated in the Figure 2 presented below (based on the description of Väyrynen 2003: 1):

               Figure 2: Human Trafficking and International Migration 
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It is important to observe the link between the human trafficking and the smuggling of migrants. Human trafficking is a subcategory of smuggling of migrants (Väyrynen 2003: 1). Trafficking of human beings both differs and has common characteristics with smuggling of migrants, correspondingly. The similarities are quite clear, since both of these criminal actions are forms of illegal immigration, engaging with the transportation of human beings for the profit-seeking purposes from one place to another. 

There are three main differences between the smuggling and the trafficking: consent, exploitation and transnationality. Human trafficking involves different forms of exploitation of the victims without the consent of the victims or the consent under coercive, deceptive or abusive actions. (UNODC 2006a: xv) Also the profits for the criminals come from the exploitation and forced labor, often from prostitution or similar activities. In smuggling, respectively, the payment is often agreed in forehand and it is seen as completed when the fee is paid for the smuggler/the offender, and the migrant has voluntarily agreed the travelling and transportation and entered in the country of destination according to the consent of the smuggled migrant. Smuggling is always transnational, whereas human trafficking can happen also within borders of one state as well as including transnational movements. (UNODC 2006a: xiv)

 It is also important to note, that the smuggling abuses for the most part the rights of the state by breaking the laws of the state and international agreements since the smuggled person has agreed to the smuggling process (even though the smuggled person can also face inhuman treatment during the transportation
), whereas the human trafficking violates in addition to that the human rights of the victim at individual level
 (Väyrynen 2003: 1). Using of the illegal ways to enter a country leads often to the victim’s “total dependency [on the trafficker] which may result in serious human rights abuses” (Aronowitz 2001: 168). 

According to Widgren (1994, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 169-170), there are five basic factors that contribute to the reason for increasing and expanding market of smuggling and trafficking of human beings:  

· Number of willing targets, driven by poverty and a lack of opportunity

· Boarder controls are less controlled 

· The internationalization and globalization of the world economy

· Advanced communication, technology and air travelling 

· Growing involvement of organized crime, including drug and weapon smuggling 

Winer (1996, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 184-185) has also listed factors that facilitate the smuggling and trafficking of human beings. Firstly, there is a lack of legislation in the national level. Even if the international legislation is established, there is no progress unless the law in national level is enforced. The whole trafficking process should be recognized contributing to trafficking. Secondly, a lack of political will and corruption hinder the progress of fighting against the problem, since many officials try often to profit from the crimes related to trafficking, such as the falsification of the documents. Thirdly, there is a lack of capacity in the state level. Difficulties in controlling the immigration in practice in terms of boarder control increase the problem of trafficking in human beings. Fourthly, the cooperation is needed, both in internally between the different agencies, as well as internationally between the different countries, in order to fight effectively against trafficking.  All of these factors increase the expanding of the illegal migration and the criminal activities around it. Trafficking in human beings forms its own growing branch of criminal activities.

3.3. Actors

The process of human trafficking involves different actors. The person who involves in the crime by trafficking human beings is referred as an offender. In the beginning of the chain of trafficking especially in the process of recruiting, the offender can be a person or a group of local network or elites and usually in the transportation and exploitation in trafficking chain the wider international organized crime network is involved in the business
. Especially if the trafficking route takes place in the long transnational distance, organized crime groups are often involved. (Väyrynen 2003: 2, 5, 16) 

The organized criminal group is defined as following in the UN Global Programme against Trafficking in Human Beings (cited in Aronowitz 2001: 165):

Organized criminal group shall mean a structured group of three or more persons existing for a period of time and acting in concert with the aim of committing one or more serious crimes or offences established in accordance with this Convention, in order to obtain, directly, or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit. 
Crime organizations can have both domestic and international activities, which are often interrelated. The internationalization is increasing in the organized crimes and the transnationalism boost also criminal cooperation between different countries
. One method that is widely used by the crime organizations is the debt bondage: the victim of trafficking is forced to pay extremely high payments for the transportation and for continuously accumulating payments of the accommodation and food in the country of destination. In that way the victim ends up being virtual slave in the massive debt burden, which is usually paid back by prostitution or other forced labor services. (Väyrynen 2003: 19)

Human trafficking is becoming increasingly a main source of the profit for the organized crime groups, who are the offenders in trafficking of the human beings together with other criminal activities, since the human trafficking provides high profits and low risks. (UNODC 2006a: xix, 51; UNAFEI 2002: 156-157) In terms of low risks, the factors that contribute on that are the international and national legislatures which are not yet recognizing the problem and dealing with it in the demanded level, and also because the risks of potential penalties for the offenders are very low. In terms of high profits of the criminal organizations, there is estimated that the earnings are approximately USD 12 billion annually in profits from migrant trafficking and the profits are increasing (McAllister 2000 in Times, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 169). The high profits are increased from the fact that one victim is often sold for many times (Aronowitz 2001, 191). 
The person who is trafficked is referred as a victim. The UN highlights the important aspect of seeing the trafficked person as a victim and not to criminalize him/her for the acts where he/she is forced during the trafficking process, including activities such as illegal entrance to the country of destination and legal/illegal prostitution/labor service (UNODC 2006a: 103). As mentioned by Väyrynen (2003: 16), “If coercion and exploitation are involved, the migrant is not a criminal, but the victim of a crime.” 

The Trafficking in Persons Protocol describes also the problem of the victims’ approval of the trafficking to happen. The consent of the victim subordinates to illegal forms of trafficking, where the victim is forced to face deception and abuse of power against the law. (UNODC 2006a: xv) As described in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol: “The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation… shall be irrelevant where any of the means [of threat] (…) have been used” (United Nations 2000a: Article 3b). 
Children are, however, not seen as being able to give their consent to trafficking; therefore all under 18- years-old victims of human trafficking are seen as the victims, even if they would have given their consent and neither any forms of forcing nor threat would have been existing in the process of trafficking (2006a: xvii).  As defined in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol Article 3:

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;

(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age. 

                                                                    (United Nations 2000a: Article 3c and d)
Victims of human trafficking have often faced diverse exploitative practices from the offender’s side. Despite of the physical violence, which occurs in order to maintain the control over the victim, there are different forms of control mechanisms that the victim has to face. These can be threats of violence against the victim or his/her family in the country of origin, burning them with cigarettes and rape. (Aronowitz 2001: 177)

The important actors on fighting against the human trafficking are the law enforcement actors such as policymakers in the international level as well as in the national level. The intergovernmental organizations such as the United Nations have created the legal framework from where the national governments should continue to enforce the laws in the regional and national levels. The cooperation of governments, policymakers and non-governmental organizations and the assessment of the situation in the national level is needed in order to combat the trafficking effectively (UNODC 2006a: xix). Important factors and contributors in this process are:
· Immigration and border control

· Law enforcement 

· Intelligence-gathering

· The judiciary

· Law-making

· International diplomacy

· Social and human services and housing

· Medical and psychological care

· Financial Management

· Public Information

· Personnel Training, including the military   (UNODC 2006a: xix)
These above mentioned factors show the complexity of the problem and the wide-range of actions that are needed for attacking the problem. Multiple contributors are required for addressing the core of the problem of trafficking in human beings.

Policymakers have important task and challenges dealing with the victim of human trafficking. The Organized Crimes Convention requires physical, legal, social, medical, and psychological assistance and protection given to victim, also in the form of witness protection. The victim of human trafficking is often threatened by the criminal organizations, if he/she has managed to escape the exploitative situation, and needs often protection, such as hidden identity and safe accommodation. (UNODC 2006a: 137-139, 213)
3.4. Push and pull factors

Many factors contribute to the outcome that a person ends up being trafficked. These factors are described as the root causes and can be divided into push and pull factors. The push factors start moving or driving a person away from bad situation to end up being trafficked, and the pull factors attract or draw the victim to find better opportunities (UNAFEI 2002: 156). These causes for migration are the same for both the legal and illegal migration. Push and pull factors can be divided into four categories: “environmental (e.g., climate, natural disasters), political (e.g., war), economic (e.g., work) and cultural (e.g., religious freedom, education)” (National Geographic 2005: 2).

The most common push factors of trafficking are economic in nature. Datta (2004: 346) describes that the push factors have negative and pull factors positive characteristics. The most common push factors are:
• Poverty

• Lack of education prospects

• Chronic unemployment

• The low status of women and girls in society and in the economy

• Lack of economic opportunities

• Political instability

• Traditional social and cultural practices

• Corruption

• Others (militarism, civil unrest, internal armed conflict and natural disasters) 
 
 (UNAFEI 2002: 156)
Most of the push factors are, therefore, related to the economic factors, since factors such as education and employment opportunities and corruption are interrelated to the poverty and the general economic situation of the country of origin. Other contributors can be described as the factors of varying reasons for discrimination, such as gender equality, religion and political conflicts (ILO 2005: 55-57; Datta 2004: 346). Adepoju (2001: 55) describes similarly the situation in the southern Africa as following:

“Where regional disparities in development within countries are pronounced, as in southern Africa, poorly developed regions build up pressure for migration to the cities and from there to other countries; likewise, migratory flows, in regular but increasingly in irregular situations, flow from impoverished to affluent countries.” 

K. Bales (1999, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 170-171) has examined the area and found out five factors that can predict the trafficking from (the push factors) a country (presented in the rank order
):

1. Government corruption

2. The country’s infant mortality rate

3. The proportion of the population below the age of 14

4. The country’s food production index

5. Population density

6. Conflict and Social Unrest

These above-mentioned factors are partly demographic attributes, which have been found contributing to the migration on their part. Also other researches, such as Datta (2004) have claimed the part of the demographic factors.   

Pull factors are the other causes locating in the country of destination, which contribute to the trafficking. Pull factors are the attractive factors, which increase the will to migrate to the place of destination. The high demand for cheap labour and sex workers is one of the pull factors. (UNICEF 2000, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 185) Datta (2004: 350-352) describes pull factors that are attractive in the potential destination and categorizes them also as economic (such as better job opportunities), demographic/social/geographical (such as attractive location in terms of favorable social conditions contrary to the social insecurity in the place/country of origin) and political/religious (such as religious or political freedom). 
According to ILO (cited in UNODC 2006c: 28), pull factors can be categorized into two main roots which create demand: “the demand for cheap manual labour and the high demand for paid sex.” These two causes create opportunities to improve the income and surviving, and therefore these demands are pulling a person to migrate towards income opportunities, away from economically desperate circumstances.
K. Bales (1999, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 170-171) presents also the pull factors contributing to trafficking to a country, which, however, were not so conclusive, but Bales presented the following list of the factors contributing in the country of destination: 

1. Permeability of the country’s border (practically impossible to measure)

2. The male population over 60-years old

3. Governmental corruption

4. Food production

5. Energy consumption

6. Infant mortality (K. Bales 1999, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 171)

From these above-mentioned factors can be seen that the sustainability and better life opportunities in the country of destination are the qualities that people are looking for when they decide to migrate or when they end up being trafficked.

3.5. Sexual Exploitation

Exploitation is not defined comprehensively in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, but there are given some examples of the exploitation, which are often occurring, such as forcing to sexual exploitation or forced labor service or slavery without victim’s power to decide. The definition of exploitation is open, at least in relation to the sexual exploitation: “Sexual Exploitation is not defined in the Protocol or any other international legal document. Other forms of exploitation, however, have found some definition in other legal instruments”. (UNODC 2006a: xii)  Sexual exploitation can be both commercial and non-commercial. 
The sexual exploitation has, however, very serious consequences for the victim, since by sexual exploitation the victim is physically, emotionally and mentally destroyed and in need of psychological and emotional support (Väyrynen 2003: 21; Aronovitz 2001: 168). Aronowitz (2001: 168) argues, that sexual exploitation is usually illegal business in both the countries of origin and destination, and the forced sexual exploitation is “morally more reprehensible and, due to the social stigma and prejudice attached (…) it is more difficult to gain the co-operation victims of sexual exploitation and to later reintegrate them back into their original communities.” As described by ECPAT (2007d: 13), “Several studies have highlighted that children who suffer sexual abuse are more likely to fall prey to commercial sexual exploitation. In Africa in particular, sexually abused children are often stigmatised, which limits the social support available to them and lowers their self-esteem, making them more vulnerable to CSE.” 

According to the ILO study A global alliance against forced labour (2005), the sexual exploitation consist the majority of the forced labor and human trafficking in the world. This is described in the Figure 3 on right                         ( ILO 2005: 14):

Figure 3: Trafficked forced labor by form:
[image: image3.emf] 

As the Figure 3 above shows, sexual exploitation occurs both as the main purpose of the exploitation or as a part of other forced labor services
. According to another research done by the UNODC (2006b: 65), the majority of the global types of the exploitation that the victims of human trafficking face is some kind of sexual exploitation. In that research, 98 data source institutions out of total 113 reported sexual exploitation to be the form of exploitation, containing in total 86%. In Africa the forced labor cases are described to be 40% of all the cases. Often these forms of exploitation are also overlapping.    
The sexual exploitation can occur in all forms of human trafficking, due to the illicit nature of the actions and the victims’ situation in isolation and defenselessness. According to the Human Rights Watch (cited in Fergus 2005: 2): “while government delegates legitimately talk of the horrors of sexual violence against trafficking victims who end up in sexual slavery, they ignore the sexual violence and abuse that is rampant among victims forced into other forms of forced labour.”

According to Interpol and IOM, even if human trafficking includes both the forced labour and sexual exploitation, there is an evident link between human trafficking and prostitution. Besides the conventional market economies (such as factories, restaurants and farms) and legitimate domestic service economy (household employing maids), sex industry is the market that profits from smuggling and trafficking of human beings; however, the boundary between these markets is often not so clear to be determined and can be overlapping (IOM 1996, V. Ruggiero 1996, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 172-173). 

Human trafficking and sexual exploitation are connected, but there is still difference between these two concepts. As described by Nair (2007: 1), human trafficking is not tantamount to prostitution, but thus it is connected in the process: “Trafficking is a process and CSE [Commercial Sexual Exploitation] is the result. The demand in CSE generates, promotes and perpetuates trafficking.”  In addition to prostitution as such, Nair (2007: 1) attach also other forms of sexual exploitation in the trafficking exploitation cycle, such as expanding pornographic material, sex tourism or forced labor where sexual abuse may or may not occur.  

Both genders can be exploited sexually; especially children are in the equal threat to be exploited in both genders. Girls are, however, more at risk for the sexual exploitation, since there is higher demand for the sexual services of the girls and they are seen more as “marketable” abroad. (UNODC 2006c: 27)

Sex trafficking seems to be most common in Europe and South East Asia. In case of Europe, there are approximately 100 000 sex migrants, but it is important to note that the exact number is impossible to find out. Most of them are originally from Russia. In the Netherlands more than half of the women prostitutes are below 21 years old. Children are also trafficked for pornography and sex purposes into Europe. (Väyrynen 2003: 16-17) In South-East Asia, where the human trafficking for sexual exploitation is probably even higher, children are trafficked in huge numbers. According to UNICEF, the numbers of child prostitution are approximately 800 000 in Thailand, 400 000 in Indonesia, 400 000 in India and 100 000 in Philippines. In South East Asia most of the child prostitutes are sold by their poor parents or they are taken against their own will from their home villages to the brothels in the cities. (Väyrynen 2003: 17)

Kelly and Regan (2000, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 166) describe the four degrees of ‘victimisation’ in terms of forcing for sexual exploitation. Firstly, the victim can face absolute coercion if he/she has been kidnapped. Secondly, deception occurs when the victims of trafficking have been promised jobs in the legal labour market, but they end up to the forced sexual slavery. Thirdly, deception occurs when the victim is attracted with half-truths by promising them a job in ‘entertainment industry’ or dance clubs or such kind of activities, but not prostitution. Fourthly, there are women who were knowingly aiming to work on the prostitution, but were not aware of the extent of intimidation, debt, controlling and exploitation.  

Also illegal prostitution can be divided into three diverse levels. 

· Individual entrepreneurs involving in small-scale activities 

· Women are controlled by the clandestine business 

· Strictly controlled women forced to work for large-scale international criminal organisations linked with domestic criminal groups 

(Pomodoro and Stefanizzi 1995, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 173) 

Also child marriage can be defined as sexual exploitation. When a child, defined as a person under 18 years old, marries an adult (who is usually much older than the child) or another child, the consequence is usually diminished consent over one’s life, early sexual vulnerability and decreased education possibilities. (ECPAT 2008d) According to ECPAT et al. (2005: 23), child marriage can be defined also as a form of commercial sexual exploitation of children, if “a child is to be used for sexual purposes, through marriage, in exchange for cash, goods or kind (…) [when] parents or a family marry off a child in order to gain benefit or to support the family.” In the Convention of the Rights of the Child, however, the question of the child marriage in terms of the legal age is left open to be decided by the national legislations (ECPAT 2008d).
4. Theoretical framework of demand
This chapter will describe the theories that provide the theoretical framework for the analyzing of the demand side on this study. The theories in use are the economic analysis of crime, and the human rights perspective on the demand side of the sexual exploitation, based on the presentations of the United Nation’s Special Rapporteurs on human trafficking, and on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.  
Child in this study means a person who is under 18-years old, according to the definitions of the international treaties, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the United Nations’ Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. However, national legislation can set a different age limit for childhood.
4.1. The economic analysis of crime

The economic analysis of crime is a one way to approach the human trafficking and the demand for sexual exploitation. The economic analysis has been applied by many researchers in the research of crimes. The most prominent researchers who have described the motivation behind the crime are Becker (1968), Brown and Reynolds (1973), Heineke (1978) and Erlich (1973), who have produced the economic models for explaining the causes for crimes. They have described how the profits and income which the criminals gain from the illicit activities motivate the criminals to continue the crimes. (Jun 2008).

Scholenhardt concentrates later the researching of the economic analysis on the human trafficking and the demand. The crime exists, not because of the victims are available, but because the demand for crimes exists.  As defined by Schloenhardt (1999: 25), the demand for crime is in the focus on the theoretical framework of the economic analysis of crime:

The economic analysis of organised crime demonstrates that criminal organisations seek to maximise their profits within their environments the same way legal organisations do. Criminal organisations make profits from activities in illegal markets by providing illegal goods and services. They exist because of a demand for illegal commodities.
Consequently, the international organized crime is seen mainly as an illicit form of economic activity. Therefore, the economic analysis of crime is interested in the profit that they can gain from the customers desire to fulfill their demands for illegal activities. The illegal activities are defined by the international and national legislation, aiming to decrease the unwanted activities. On the other hand, the criminalization of some activities might also increase the illegal markets. (Schloenhardt 1999: 7)

Organized crime works in different models. The structure can be a corporate-like model with the hierarchical system, or a network model including different groups, both varying in terms of “size, geographical range and diversity of their operations” (Schloenhardt 1999: 13). In terms of trafficking of human beings, the organized crime appears in the forms of amateur traffickers, small groups of criminals or international networks, which are often engaged also into other criminal activities such as drug trafficking. (Schloenhardt 1999: 14-15)

In order to maximize the profit, there are two kinds of systems occurring in the organized crimes. Firstly, the organized crime maintains vertical differentiation by controlling different levels of employees through the means of secrecy, money and threat. Secondly, there is horizontal differentiation in dividing the tasks between the different parts of employees. The members of staff included in the human trafficking can be categorized to the following groups: arrangers / investors, recruiters, transporters, corrupters of public officials / protectors, informers, guides and crew members, enforces, debt-collectors, money-launderers, supporting personnel and specialists. (Schloenhardt 1999: 15-17)

The organized crime involving in the human trafficking has thus two groups of customers: in the demand side and in the supply side. For the victims of human trafficking, the illegal services provided by the trafficking organizations can be seen divided into four categories: preparation of the migrants, departure, transit and arrival. (Schloenhardt 1999: 19) Jun (2008) has studied the economic analysis on the supply side and concluded that the useful prevention methods should aim to increase the probability of arresting the traffickers, to decrease the prospective gains from successful attempts and to increase the potential losses that would result when the traffickers are arrested and prosecuted. She mentions that:
The low risk of getting arrested has encouraged many traffickers to join and continue in their illicit business. This is caused by poor law enforcement, corrupt officials who collaborate with the traffickers, reluctance of victims and locals to report cases to the police and lack of political conviction to address the trafficking problem.

In addition, Jun (2008) describes that increasing of the possibilities for legal activities after the penalty would be essential, as well as, on the victims side, empowering the victims to protect themselves. By increasing the possibilities for legal source of income for both the traffickers and the victims, the trafficking could be decreased and prevented. 

UNICEF (2006: 22) describes the demand as an underlying cause behind trafficking as following: “Demand for certain services also fuels the prospect of profits by procuring individuals for such services.” Consequently, the main demand can be seen coming from the people who actually can “make a profit out of them, either in the course of recruiting and moving them or one they are exploited and earn money” (UNICEF (2006: 23). Thus, organized crime “responds to a particular demand and the profits of the activities go to people who stand back and are not directly involved in committing the crime” (Schloenhardt (1999: 5). According to ILO working paper from the year 2005 (cited in Petit 2006: 12), the annual global profit
 from the sexual exploitation is up to USD 27.8 billion. 

According to Fustenberg (cited in Schloenhardt 1999: 5), the organized crimes is fuelled by the customers’ needs and demand for the illicit services or products, and the victims are in the minor position, and their need is subordinating to the need of customers that provide also the profit for the criminals. In addition to that, it can be seen that organized crime is stimulated also from the society in the origin and destination of the criminal needs: “the surrounding economic landscape and geographical circumstances of organised crime (…) [are] much more relevant than focusing on ethnicity and social background of the participants engaged in the ‘crime industry’ ” (Schloenhardt 1999: 6).
According to June Kane (2005, cited in Petit 2006: 10), besides the demand that is created by clients of prostitution, the demand from the traffickers’ side to gain profit is also important part in the trafficking process: 
Traffickers might create a “derived demand” for trafficking by their desire to profit by exploiting an opportunity. So for instance, in a situation where clients of prostitutes do not have a specific preference for children, traffickers can still generate a “pull”, equated with demand, by trafficking migrant children and providing them to clients. They can make profits from the children’s vulnerability and inability to negotiate or challenge the situation.
Schloenhardt (1999: 4) cites the study done by Dwight C. Smith Jr. in the late 1970’s and claims that society has partly the responsibility of the organized crime, since “organised crime will be a reality as long as society considers personal gain to be more important than equity.”
The economic analysis of crime can be also seen from the critical perspective. The United Nation’s Special Rapporteur on human trafficking, Ms. Sigma Huda, criticizes the theory of economic analysis of crime as lacking of the human rights perspective. She states that “tools of economic analysis are designed to explain and evaluate markets in terms of efficiency. Such tools [as economic analysis of crime is using] are not necessarily well-designed for furthering the goal of protecting human dignity.” (Huda 2006: 11) It can be seen as describing the trafficking from the traffickers perspective and in that way discriminating the position of the victim. 
The economic analysis has been criticized also for focusing too much on the rationality of the criminals in their aims of maximizing the profit. In reality, the criminals may sometimes “lack the knowledge and/or rationality to maximize their utility” and thus act in the way that does not take full advantage of the utility. (Jun 2008)

The economic analysis of crime is fitting usually to the category of the approach that researches the human trafficking from the perspective of criminal problem, where the focus is studying the human trafficking as a crime against state security and mainly from criminals’ punishment perspective. As mentioned by Ollus (2004: 17), the focus is thus much on the traffickers and not in the victims. In this research I am applying the economic analysis of crime in describing the demand also from the victims’ human rights perspective, in order to understand the criminal level, but to focus on the victims’ situation in terms of sexual exploitation.
4.2. Supply and Demand for sexual exploitation

The sexual exploitation is both demand and supply -driven phenomenon. In this study the focus will be on the sexual exploitation in general terms, including both the commercial
 and non-commercial exploitation. The emphasis will be on the theory of the role of the demand side and the hypothesis of the demand’s input to the sexual exploitation. In addition to the economic analysis of crime, the demand side of human trafficking can be studied also from the human rights aspects, especially focusing on the sexual exploitation.  

In the year 2006, the United Nation’s Special Rapporteur on human trafficking, Ms. Sigma Huda, and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Mr. Juan Miguel Petit, have both raised their concern of the issue of the demand for the sexual exploitation and the factors contributing on that. Both Rappourters focus their annual reports on the demand matter; thus they acknowledge the multiple reasons contributing to the trafficking and exploitation, in particular the relationship between the human trafficking and the demand for sexual exploitation was a common focus in the reports. These reports direct the attention to the concept of demand by explaining what is meant by this term, and discussing various aspects that produce or increase the demand, which are important for a proper understanding of the concept. (Huda 2006; Petit 2006) Since the representatives of the UN work under the Commission of Human Rights, both highlight the human rights of the victims of trafficking in all actions in fighting against or preventing from trafficking or exploiting of women and children. 
Firstly, the concepts of the supply and demand have to be defined. Huda (2006: 14) describes the concept of supply. She mentions that supply can be understood and described in two different ways. On the one hand, the supply can mean the all-including conception in the markets of trafficking sexual exploitation. This view includes the variety of reasons, such as “the economic, social, legal, political, institutional and cultural conditions which make women and children vulnerable to being trafficked” (Huda 2006: 14).
 According to this approach, supply for human trafficking can be seen as the creating point and the origination for the demand for sexual services. As mentioned by Anderson and O’Connell Davidson (cited in Huda 2006: 14): “supply generates demand rather than the other way around” and continued by describing the multiple approaches to the supply side:

In this sense, it is true that “markets cannot be understood in abstraction from the broader social, economic, political and institutional context in which they operate”, and “governments are heavily implicated in the construction of the [sex trafficking] market through their (often gender discriminatory) policies on immigration and asylum, employment, economic development, welfare, education and so on”.
The above-mentioned description defines the supply as depending on the wide range of factors contributing on that. As mentioned above, the social, economic, political and institutional factors contribute on the supply and facilitate it. 
Huda, however, deals with the dilemma between supply and demand and recalls the need to distinguish supply to be more précis concept. She encourages understanding the supply from the viewpoint of the victim per se: “If supply (…) is understood to include only trafficking victims themselves (and not the unjust conditions which create their vulnerability) – then it must be made clear that supply does not drive the market.” (Huda 2006: 14)

If the supply and demand could be seen from the plainly normative perspective, the supply can not be distinguished from the demand. Otherwise that could lead to the victimization of the victim, if the responsibility of the traffickers, prostitute-users and other various embedded root causes and economic and social conditions would be disregarded. (Huda 2006: 14) All kind of penalization of the victims of sexual exploitation should be avoided since that could only increase the vulnerability: as was found in the research conducted by the Special Rapporteur: “as women in prostitution are punished, but not the users of sex services, it creates the demand of using sex services”. (Huda 2006: 17)

The concept of ‘demand’ is defined as following according to the Oxford University Dictionary (1988: 213):

1) A request made imperiously or as if one had a right

2) A desire for goods and services by people who wish to buy or use these

3) An urgent claim

Petit (2006: 20) also mentions that “there may be several different kinds of demand generated by different actors at different times”. UNICEF (2006: 22-23) mention, that the causes can be found both in the place of the origin and the place of the destination where the main exploitation occurs, including a wide-range of actors and factors in every part of the trafficking chain. Both Petit (2006) and Huda (20069 describe in their reports the various understandings of the causes for demand. There are various factors which create or increase demand for commercial sexual exploitation. According to Petit (2006: 9-12), there are five main factors that increase demand:

1. Culture of impunity (e.g. a lack of effective law enforcement measures)

2. Client demand for prostitution

3. Demand for cheap prostitution and migration

4. Discriminatory attitudes and client prejudices (e.g. race and social class influence)
5. Armed conflict and political instability

According to Huda (2006: 14), free market economy together with the effects of globalization has increased the demand for forced labor, together with a gendered context for migration, and punitive immigration policies undoubtedly violate the human rights of trafficking victims, thus she highlights both the local and global responsibility: “whilst trafficking occurs systematically throughout the world and is intricately linked with the processes of globalization, the use and abuse of trafficking victims by those who constitute the demand side of trafficking occurs as a local phenomenon as well.” The demand is mentioned in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol in relation to the support of discouraging the demand: 

States Parties shall adopt or strengthen legislative or other measures, such as educational, social or cultural measures, including through bilateral and multilateral cooperation, to discourage the demand that fosters all forms of exploitation of persons, especially women and children, that leads to trafficking. 
(Article 9, paragraph 5 of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, cited in Huda 2006: 10)
Accordingly, article 9 (paragraph 5) creates obligation for discouraging also the prostitution. The demand, thus, can be seen as a fostering factor for exploitation and consequently for trafficking. According to Huda (2006: 10-11), the demand should be understood by emphasizing at least the following matters:

a) Demand must be understood in relation to exploitation, irrespective of whether
that exploitation also constitutes trafficking;

b) Demand must be understood as that which fosters exploitation, not necessarily as

a demand directly for that exploitation;
c) It is not necessary for demand itself to lead to trafficking; rather, it is sufficient

that the exploitation fostered by the demand leads to trafficking.
Thus, it can be concluded that trafficking and demand for exploitation have distinction and they have to be dealt with separately, however, the connection to the exploitation is clear. Demand should be seen in the wider perspective, as a demand for all forms of exploitation: “as any act that fosters any form of exploitation that, in turn, leads to trafficking,” and not exclusively simplified as a plain “demand for a trafficking victim’s prostitution, labour or services” (Huda 2006: 11).  
Huda (2006) describes that the consent of the victim of human trafficking is not relevant in terms of the human rights point of view, since according to the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, in case of the child victim the consent is not relevant, and in terms of adults,

It is logically impossible under the Protocol definition to have a case of adult trafficking in which one or more of the means 
(…) have not been used. At least one of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) must be used, or else the act in question does not count as an act of trafficking. (Huda 2006: 9)
Petit (2006: 12) highlights the children’s situation in the sexual exploitation and recalls the status of a child in relation to the prostitution and human trafficking: “the sexual use of a person in prostitution has not traditionally been viewed in the same light as the sexual abuse of an “innocent” child. For most clients, a child’s status as a prostitute overrides her/his status as a child.” Thus, a child loses his/her child position and is seen more as a commodity or a service provider. The actors involved in the demand side are for instance “prostitute-users, slave-holders and people who purchase products created through trafficked labour”; on the same time these actors may or may not be also traffickers per se
 (Huda 2006: 11).

Petit (2006: 11) challenges the common way of seeing the supply and demand as two-way relationship between the victims and users, and he adds also the traffickers into the relationship, seeing it as a three-way relationship: “Traffickers act to supply users and as a source of demand for victims. This would also apply to employers and other third-party beneficiaries, who may gain from exploitation of trafficking and forced prostitution.” This can be seen described below in the Figure 4:           
Figure 4: The three-ways relationship in supply and demand             
               (supply users =) Traffickers (= source of demand)

            supply (victims)                   demand (users)

                                        

In addition to the traffickers’ central contribution, Huda claims that there is lot of empirical evidence that shows the lack of consciousness about the illegal side of the prostitution among the customers, or the “demanders”:
Prostitute-users are typically incapable of distinguishing and/or unmotivated to differentiate between prostituted persons who have been subjected to the illicit means delineated in article 3 (...) of the Protocol and those who have not. This conclusion is supported by empirical research and several responses to the joint questionnaire. As noted in one non-governmental response, “the ignorance of the customer in relation to the real circumstances the victims undergo, the lack of his sensitization or even his indifference” is a “stimulating factor” in the sex-trafficking market.
(Huda 2006: 12) 
According to a multi-country study done by Anderson and O’Connell Davidson (cited in Huda 2006: 22), there is a great ignorance among the customers about the sexual exploitation: from 77 % to 100 % of them engage in the use of prostitution persons’ services, despite of the awareness that the prostitutes have been trafficked for exploitation. 

Huda calls for the gender perspective to be used in the discussion about the human rights and the demand for sexual exploitation. She claims that the majority consumers and creators for the demand of prostitution are men and in that way the demand is also matter of gender: “The act of prostitution by definition joins together two forms of social power (sex and money) in one interaction. In both realms (sexuality and economics) men hold substantial and systematic power over women.” (Huda 2006: 13) She acknowledges, however, that also other factors such as race, nationality and social group have an effect on the demand for sexual exploitation. 

People, most commonly men, who engage with purchasing sex from children, can be divided in four categories: Firstly, the majority is “situational offenders” who use any opportunity to sexual intercourse, usually fascinated with adolescents. Secondly, the minority are pedophiles or with a focused sexual interest in pre-adolescent. Thirdly, others think sexual intercourse with children protect them from having STDs or believe in myths that sex with a young child or a virgin cure HIV/AIDS or has other health advantages for them. Fourthly, some think they help the children through financial support by paying for sexual services. (Petit 2006: 9)
4.3. Reducing the demand

Petit (2006: 13-20) describes the activities or factors that enable to reduce the demand for sexual services. These activities can be divided into three categories:
1. Criminal and other sanctions

a) Sanctions against clients of child prostitution

b) Sanctions against clients of exploitative sexual services involving adults

2. Awareness-raising and education

3. Addressing the links between migration and demand

The issue of demand insists to address the question of prostitution on the agenda. The UN condemns the child prostitution and the forced adult prostitution absolutely, but the opinion on the voluntary adult prostitution is open. According to the United Nations (2000b, Article 3a par.64), the Trafficking in Persons Protocol should be interpreted “without prejudice to how States parties address prostitution in their respective domestic laws”. According to Petit (2006: 7), many countries such as Germany and the Netherlands see difference between prostitution and sexual exploitation and prefer to legalize prostitution. Other countries such as Philippines, however, see prostitution as a form of sexual exploitation and treat or plan to treat it as illicit activity.

Contrary to that UN statement, Huda (2006) draws attention to prostitution and claims it is occurring as a result of the lack of options and the exploitation of the vulnerable situation of a person: 

Prostitution as actually practised in the world usually does satisfy the elements of trafficking. It is rare that one finds a case in which the path to prostitution and/or a person’s experiences within prostitution do not involve, at the very least, an abuse of power and/or an abuse of vulnerability. Power and vulnerability in this context must be understood to include power disparities based on gender, race, ethnicity and poverty. Put simply, the road to prostitution and life within “the life” is rarely one marked by empowerment or adequate options (Huda 2006: 9)
Consequently, Huda (2006: 9) continues disagreeing with the justification of prostitution and criticizes the legalization of the prostitution and claims that compared to those states that maintain prostitution as illegal practice, the states that have legalized prostitution have not shown comprehensible progress of fighting against the related problems such as the means of threat and force and other illicit activities that are used to control the victims of exploitation. 

Huda (2006) continues with the feminist theory perspective, that the human rights issue of the sexual exploitation and human trafficking should be addressed more from the perspective of the victim of forced prostitution. Men are the main users of the sexual services and thus also the main exploiters: 
It has been wrongly assumed in some quarters that a human rights approach to trafficking is somehow inconsistent with the use of the criminal law to punish prostitute-users. This conclusion can only be based upon the assumed premise that men have a human right to engage in the use of prostituted persons. This premise should be rejected. Men do not have a human right to engage in the use of prostituted persons. In some domestic legal systems, men have been granted a legal right to engage in the use of prostituted persons, but, as suggested above, this right may be in direct conflict with the human rights of persons in prostitution, the vast majority of whom have been subjected to the illicit means (…) of the [Trafficking in Persons] Protocol and are, therefore, victims of trafficking. (Huda 2006: 15)
For instance in Sweden, the official attitude has adopted the feminist way to the prostitution, since in Sweden it is criminalized by law to buy sex but not to sell; due to the situation that the majority of the customers who are dealing with buying the sex services are men and women are the majority among prostitutes who are selling sex services. Nevertheless, the street prostitution and also demand for prostitution has decreased consequently. (Tavella 2007: 208-209)
Petit (2006: 8), however, mentions that even if men are in majority in the sexual exploitation, both genders engage in exploitative actions and also use the sexual services of prostitutes. For instance in Europe is found some findings of the increasing number women starting to demand sexually exploitative services such as prostitution, and therefore, both boys and girls are also threatened by this group of women.  Still, men remain the main exploiters as the users of exploitative sexual services, and Petit (2006: 21) points out the importance of addressing the children’s sexual exploitation from this perspective:

[A]ny intervention should address fundamental and systemic values and beliefs that accommodate and sustain so much sexual violence and sexual exploitation of children: patriarchy, beliefs surrounding sexual dominance and machismo, male power and control, the viewing of children (especially girl children) as objects of possession, and perverted cultural beliefs. It is only through the empowerment of women that the demand for child sexual exploitation can be reduced.
Huda (2006: 16) emphasizes the fact that criminalization of prostitution would be a way to discourage the action and that in way to decrease the demand. The core of any criminal justice system and law is to condemn the damaging manners and activities; thus also the Trafficking in Persons Protocol under article 9, paragraph 5, obligates the states to express disapproval of the use of prostituted persons as a way to discourage the demand. However, she acknowledges that the illegal business is not necessarily totally removed or made disinterested simply by criminalization.

According to the official statement of the UN, the person who is engaged with the sex work should be called as sex-worker. However, the Trafficking in Persons Protocol’s definition of trafficking implicitly does not apply the expressions of “sex work”, “sex worker” and clients”, which makes in that way a clear distinction between the concepts of exploitation of forced labor and exploitation of prostitution. (Huda 2006: 10) Farley (2006) and Fergus (2005) describe various international researches supporting the notion of prostitution instead of sex worker. They mention that prostitution increases the high risk of sexual, physical and psychological harm and violence, whether or not engaging with the victims of human trafficking. The harms include among other things rape and physical violence, post-traumatic stress syndrome, depression and sexually transmitted diseases.

It is important to notice the difference between the victim of human trafficking and committing the crime of prostitution, with the aim of not to criminalize the victims of human trafficking. As described in the Factbook on Global Sexual Exploitation by Hughes et al. (1999), for instance in Italy prostitution is legal activity and the result of that from the human trafficking victims’ point of view is following:
Prostitution is legal in Italy (…) so it is technically illegal for the police to deport foreign prostituted women. [On the other hand,] Women who seek assistance from police are deported because they do not have a valid resident's permit.   

According to the study done by the Special Rapporteur Huda (2006: 18), the states which have legalized prostitution have not gained the wished results out of legalizing. There is still lack of transparency in the markets of sex industry and the illegal forms such as the slavery-like conditions still exist widely. Huda (2006:19) mentions also the importance of the preventive methods focused on the demand side. Such tools as information sharing, education and advocacy are mentioned as a way to discourage the demand. 

4.4. Summary of the theoretical perspectives 
This paper aims to study human trafficking – sexual exploitation -interactions in West Africa in relation to the wider migration theory of the structural livelihood perspective and the theories of the demand. In the analysis, this paper aims to categorize the lines of a conceptual framework for analyzing the human trafficking and sexual exploitation -connections within a broader perspective of demand.
Summing up, the theoretical framework provided in the chapters 3 and 4 provide the tools for the analysis of the empirical data that will be described in the following chapter 5. The migration framework in the chapter 3 is intended for providing the wider perspective in connection to the global migration and trafficking literature. The chapter 4, including the theoretical framework of the economic analysis of crime and the demand for sexual exploitation elaborated by the United Nation’s Special Rapporteurs on human trafficking and the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, is intended to be used in the analysis for analyzing the problem from the human rights perspective. The economic analysis of crime will be studied focusing on the perspective of the demand and victim’s human rights in order to answer to the question of demand and supply of human trafficking and sexual exploitation, thus not solely from the economic and criminal perspective which is more traditional way of using the theory.

The model of the push and pull factors is traditionally related to the theoretical framework of the neo-classical micro models, seeing migration as a model of individual choice and equilibrium. In general it can be seen that the push and pull factors, including the supply and demand factors, consist of several economic, environmental, cultural and social factors. On the other hand, the supply-demand question is criticized for too general approach to the migration as well as lacking also the recognition of the heterogeneity of the society, since it is not answering to the question why some are migrating and the others stay. (De Haas 2008: 9) 

Nevertheless, the aim of this study is to emphasize the human trafficking from the human rights perspective, seeing an individual human trafficking victim as a victim of the crime. The desire for better livelihood by these human trafficking victims, which in general can be seen as the cause for both pushing and pulling them to migrate, is exploited in this crime of human trafficking. As described by de Haas (2008: 11): “the propensity to migrate crucially depends on the aspirations of people, an element which is typically ignored by neoclassical, structuralist and push-pull models—in which needs are somehow assumed to be constant—but is essential in explaining migration.” 

Therefore, the aim of this thesis is not to apply the supply-demand problem as such as the explanation of the human trafficking, but to draw attention to the demand side, which is gaining often less attention in the studies concerning the trafficking. The structural approach is applied in this study, since the migration is not seen as a solely free choice per se, but as an outcome of the forcing elements and the desire for the better livelihood, which finally serves only the purpose of the destination, such as the demand.

In the light of this perspective, also the livelihood approach together with the cultural and social traditions, relations and the family networks will be studied in the empirical analysis, which is not necessary applied in the traditional way of seeing the push and pull factors as such, as described by de Haas (2008: 11). This is done in order to understand the wider perspective of the factors contributing to the human trafficking and the sexual exploitation in West Africa.    
5. EMPIRICAL Analysis of West Africa
5.1. Overview of the existing empirical studies

5.1.1. Regional overview of the migration
In this chapter will be described the overview of the regional migration, human trafficking along with social and economic situation in the West African region, mainly from the structuralism perspective. West Africa consist of the countries locating in the Western part of African continent, according to the United Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA 2008), the definition of West Africa includes the following 16 countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Cape Verde, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo. In this research, however, the closer focus will be on Benin, Nigeria and Togo.  

Migration, involving its different models, has historically an essential role in West Africa. Adepoju (2002: 3-5) has presented the main reasons for migration in West Africa as following: 

· Demographic factors (e.g. growing population pressure)

· Poor economic conditions (e.g. the effects of macro-economic adjustment programmes)

· Political factors 

· Environmental disasters (e.g. population movements to restore ecological balance after famines)

· Conflicts

UNODC (2006c: 28) categorizes the factors contributing to especially human trafficking into two different groups: to the ‘intermediate’ (such as unemployment and lack of anticipating potential risks in the family) and ‘deep structural’ factors (such as placing children outside home and national inequalities and country’s economic crisis).  The intermediate causes are usually easier to deal with in the short term.  
Migration is strongly connected to poverty in the area. Typical characteristics of migration in the region are migration into the cities, self-directed migration by women, human trafficking and cross-border migration to abroad in regular and irregular situations. (Adepoju 2002:15) 

For example in case of Nigeria, since 1970s Nigeria became as the main country of destination as a result of the oil boom and the growing economy and employment needs. The situation changed in the mid-1980s, when the collapse of the oil prices and the following economic crisis, political instability and socio-economic consequences have increased the migration away from Nigeria, making it also a country of origin in the migration cycle. (Adepoju 2002: 4-6, 11) 

In addition, the social and economical reasons are contributing to the different forms of migration. Many traditions in the West Africa area include placing the children outside home. There is a common practice that children are moved voluntarily away from home to be raised up in another house of the extended family member, wealthier relative or a family friend. Often poverty and the lack of education or job opportunities are the causes for this replacement and the parents are hoping for the better future of their children. (Verbeet 2000, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 182, 184; ECPAT 2006: 12)

In West-Africa the regional migration has become easier through the Economic Community of the West African States (ECOWAS) since 1975. Consequently, there is implemented free movement of people without visa, goods and capital, aiming to create borderless community in the region, which was ratified in 1980. The aim was to increase the movement of labor force. (ECOWAS 2007a, 2007b, 2007c)

In ECOWAS area the migration and movements were concentrated on the economic giant of the area, Nigeria. Nigeria had quite ruling role in the region economically due to the oil reserves, and it was also the central country of destination in the cross-border migration. (Adepoju 2001: 52) ECOWAS’ main interest is to improve the regional economic conditions, and that is the reason why the infrastructure has been improved, the road checkpoints are partly removed and the regional traveling ID document (known as Brown Card passport) has been introduced, in order to increase the labor movements and to promote the free movements. (Adepoju 2001: 54) 

According to Adepoju (2002), ECOWAS should improve the status of migrants in its intra-region. Migrants have not always been welcome to their host country, despite of the fact that migration has been an essential phenomenon in the region. They have faced troubles and discrimination from the side of the authorities, as well as the community of the host countries
. There is need to enforce national laws that could improve the situation of migrants in the host countries and to make it easier for the individuals to move around and to improve the status of migrant for instance through the laws and awareness-raising campaigns. (Adepoju 2002: 12, 16) 

Poverty in the West African region, especially in Nigeria, has been traditionally dominated by men, who have been moving long distances for work-seeking while women stayed at home. Lately, migration is described as a female dominated phenomenon (Adepoju 2002). In Nigeria women are suffering more of poverty resulted from the lower status in the patriarchal society and lack of access to the education. Women-headed households are increasing, but the statistics show that these household also suffer less from poverty, 44.5 % compared to men 48 %, respectively. (OXFAM 2003: 62) While women do the majority of the food production and the informal sector business, more than half of the women living in the rural areas, 51 %, live under the poverty line. That situation drives women into migration, looking for the better opportunities for the family and thus they migrate from rural areas to urban areas. This has changed the gender roles into the female-headed families
. (Adepoju 2002: 7)

The situation of the youth is also increasing the migration, both the legal and illegal forms of it. As mentioned by Adepoju (2002: 10): 

“One of the consequences [of the economic crisis] is the weakening and disintegration of family control on the youth that roam the street, seeking a lowly paid job for months without success. For most youths, migration, either in pursuit of higher education or for wage employment, is destined toward the towns and then to other countries. For a few, such migration is of the mobility type, but for the large majority, it is strictly for survival.”  

The above-described circumstances increase also the risk for being trafficked, since the opportunities are few and the youth are desperate to find better future out of deprivation. As mentioned by the UNICEF director for West and Central Africa, poverty with its consequences can be seen as:

“a “major and ubiquitous” causal factor behind child trafficking (…). Sending or source states – among others, Benin, Nigeria and Togo – are characterized by situations in which between 33% and 73% of the general population lives on less than US $1 a day (…). Poverty levels are higher in rural areas, from which the majority of 
trafficked children come. 
     
(Human Rights Watch 2003, cited in UNODC 2006c: 25-26)

5.1. 2. Children’s situation in Togo, Benin and Nigeria

In the Sub-Saharan African tradition, the concept of family differs from the European perspective. Children belong to the extended family and they are raised up in the whole community, as members belonging to that wider family concept.  Especially in the rural areas the communal responsibility is extensive.  (Adepoju 2005: 82) Family is seen in the wider ‘extended’ concept than in the Western tradition: in addition to father and mother, extended family includes also other relatives related to mother and father, such as uncles, aunties and cousins. Extended family has shared responsibility for life and education of the child. (Verbeet 2000, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 182) 
Children are made familiar with work from the young age and work is introduced as an important part of life for children for learning social values of the society and to gain livelihood. Children are replaced to the extended family or other families, who can have better opportunities for providing work for children. (Verbeet 2000, cited in Aronowitz 2001: 182) This practice is especially common in Benin, but also widespread in Nigeria and Togo, according to ILO (2001: 27). According to Adepoju (2005: 81-82), children are “regarded as economic assets” in the West-African context. When they are 6 years old, they will start to provide earning for the family. According to ILO research, there are 15 million children engaged in child labor in Nigeria, and the conditions increase also the risk for being trafficked (UNICEF 2005). For instance in Benin, the employment of a child under 14 years old is however prohibited. (ECPAT 2008b)
Children are especially in vulnerable position and in the risk of being abused and neglected. The structural root causes for child trafficking are mainly in poverty, but especially because of “poverty, lack of access to education, unemployment, family as a result of death or divorce, and neglected AIDS-orphaned children, make young persons vulnerable to traffickers” (ILO 2003; Moore 1994, both cited in Adepoju 2005: 80-81).  
As a result of HIV/AIDS and poverty, many children end up being orphans. In Nigeria there are 7 million orphans, while 930 000 – 1.3 million of them are caused by HIV/AIDS. (ECPAT 2007c: 14) In Benin, approximately 62 000 children are orphaned due to HIV/AIDS. Some children end up living homeless as street children without parents and shelter. These children are in most defenseless position, since they are fully dependent on themselves and end up usually being exploited by adults, in begging and criminal or depraved activities in order to stay alive. Also sexual exploitation and prostitution are common among street children as a means of surviving, and these activities in turn increase the HIV/AIDS. (ECPAT 2007d: 13-14; Adepoju 2005: 81) According to ECPAT (2007c, 14), 40 % of the street children in Nigeria are victims of trafficking. The lack of the traditional security rising from the extended family system causes problems, as mentioned by ECPAT report: 

The breakdown in extended family systems and the absence of safety nets makes children easy prey for exploitation, including sexual exploitation. The lack of a solid and supportive family environment has long proved to be a major factor in the vulnerability of children to CSE. (ECPAT 2007a: 20)
According to the Human Rights Watch (2003: 10-11) research in Togo, the desperate situation of the parents reflects to the life of the children and affects their future. Many of the parents have not themselves gotten education and are often in polygamous marriage with many children. Girls are often sent to work, most of the time to domestic service, in order to finance the education of boys. 

For instance in Togo, child trafficking starts usually between the mediator and the parents, when the mediator comes to make an arrangement with parents, promising an attractive future for a child in terms of education and employment, but the child ends up being exploited. Many of these children suffer, however, already on the way during transportation from the place of origin to the destination, as described by Adepoju (2005: 93): 

The intensive international media coverage of 45 trafficked girls that travelled to Gabon in a ramshackle boat in 1996 with only eight surviving the hazardous journey probably prompted the Government of Togo to draft a new anti-trafficking legislation, establish committees to raise awareness, and make efforts to repatriate trafficked children.  

Child trafficking is quite common in Africa, as mentioned by ILO (2002, cited in Adepoju 2005: 82-83):

Child trafficking in SSA is a demand-driven phenomenon – the existence of an international market for children in the labour and sex trade, coupled with an abundant supply of children from poor families with limited or no means for education in a cultural context that favors child fostering.  

These circumstances provide a lot of potential child victims for traffickers. According to UNODC (2006b: 76), most of the victims of human trafficking in Africa are children, in total 60% of the continents victims are children. However, for instance the Nigerian legislation does not guarantee the status of victim for a child, but leaves a child vulnerable for being treated as offender for crimes such as child prostitution, pornography and trafficking (ECPAT 2007c: 29). Facts that contribute to the increase of child trafficking in SSA can be described as following:

· A growing network of mediators

· An absence of clear legal framework

· A scarcity of trained police to investigate cases of trafficking

· Ignorance and complicity by parents

· Corruption of border official

· The open borders that make transnational movement intractable

            (R. Salah 2004, cited in Adepoju 2005: 83)

Child marriage is a traditional practice in West Africa that has the economic and social value in the society. But it also increases the risk to CSEC, since the children who are married young are in high risk for ending up in CSEC for the following reasons: child escapes from home in order to avoid the marriage; child is divorced or abandoned after marrying and is left being without economical or social support; or paradoxically child is forced to prostitution because he/she is not married and thus not supported by a spouse and prostitution is the often the final way to earn needed incomes for family in order to survive. (ECPAT 2007a: 26) In Sub-Saharan Africa, child marriage has often also big economic benefit for the girl’s family, since the bride’s family may receive valuable things such as cattle as a ‘bride price’ from the groom (UNICEF 2001: 15). 
Child marriage is common in Nigeria
. The Nigerian government categorizes it as a form of sexual exploitation and condemns it, but there is now a law of the minimum age of marriage. In Nigeria according to the common law
, child is a person who is under 14 years old, and older than 14 years can marry; 16 years old person is sexually mature and able to decide by him/herself of the sexual consent; the Constitution defines the age of adulthood as 18. However, the cultural and traditional customary laws differ
 between the States and ethnic groups, and only a few states accept the age 18 as binding. Most of the time, the child who is married is a girl. The customary law is followed in many parts of the state and the age limit for marrying a child varies between the tribes as well between the genders; however, the customary law defines the minimum age for marriage to be age 9. In the North, girls are in average 15 years when they marry, in South the average age is 18. Children are sent also abroad for marriage, for instance to the Middle East. The punishment for marrying or promoting to marry an under-age person is up to five years imprisonment. (ECPAT 2008a, 2007c: 19, 2001: 20; OXFAM 2003: 55-58; UNICEF 2008: 37) 
In Benin, the legal age of adulthood is 21. There is recently adopted common law controlling the legal marriage age to be 18, raising it up from earlier age limit of 15-years for girls (UNHCHR 2006b: 20). According to UNICEF (2008: 61), 40% of the women aged 25-29 have been married before age 18. Child marriages still exist and are accepted according to the customary laws. (ECPAT 2008b) In Togo, child marriage is illegal in the national legislation, but the practice still exists and is accepted in the customary law in the various parts of the country (ECPAT 2007e: 12). Additionally, only children under 14 years are protected from rape and over 14 years old are seen as mature and sexually consent in Togo (ECPAT 2008c). According to UNFPA (2008), 40% of the Togolese women aged 25-29 have been married before age 18.
In terms of the legal framework, all of the three countries, Nigeria, Togo and Benin have signed and ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1990 and 1991 (Togo and Benin). However, in addition to the CRC, only Togo and Benin have ratified the optional protocol to the Convention and put in the practice. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC-OP-SC) on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography was signed by Nigeria on 8 September 2000, by Benin on 21 February 2001, and by Togo on 15 November 2001, respectively, and consequently Benin ratified on 28 February in 2005 and Togo
 on 2 August 2004. (UNHCHR 2006a) 
Additionally, Nigeria has signed the Child Rights Act in 2003 which guarantee the full protection and promotion of the rights of the child. The Act includes promotion to fight child labor, child trafficking and sexual exploitation of children. (Adepoju 2005: 93-94) However, the Child’s Rights Act has been ratified by only 16 out of the 36 States of the federation, since it is seen as being contrary to the cultural traditions especially in the Northern part of Nigeria (Thisday: 3 May 2008). For instance in Benin, the corruption of minors is a punishable action (Petit 2006: 14) 

All of the three countries have some national plans and agencies dealing with the issues concerning the child welfare, and they have different official agencies dealing with the prevention of child abuse:

· In Togo, there are state agencies dealing with child welfare such as the National Committee for the Protection and Promotion of Children, and the Department for the Protection and Promotion of the Family and of Children (responsible for implementing the policy for the protection and promotion of children). (ECPAT  2008c) 
                                                                          
· In Nigeria, there is a lack of the specific National Action plan on the all forms of commercial sexual exploitation of children; thus some forms of the sexual exploitation are defined by law and there is a national inter-sectoral plan of action against trafficking (ECPAT 2007c). There are state agencies dealing with child welfare, such as the Federal Ministry of Women's Affairs and Social Development (dealing with the child trafficking and children’s rights), the National Child Rights Implementation Committee, a National Committee on Women and Children, the National Commission for Women and a National Working Committee on Child Welfare. (ECPAT 2008a) However, most of the punishments for sexually exploitation of children are defined as at highest up to 12 months prison and a penalty fee varying from 1 to 4 USD (ECPAT 2007c). 
· In Benin, there are state agencies dealing with child welfare such as the Ministry of Family, Social Protection, and Solidarity, the Brigade for the Protection of Minors (which provides for instance a free phone line for children to report the violations of children’s rights, covering however only part of the country), and a Committee for the co-ordination and follow-up of activities relating to the National Plan of Action on Behalf of Women and Children (implemented by the government). However, the CSEC is not included properly in the plan. (ECPAT 2008b; ECPAT 2007d: 14-22; ILO 2001: 40) 
5.1.3. Human trafficking in West Africa

In the Sub-Saharan Africa, human trafficking appears in three main forms: trafficking of children (mainly for labour and domestic work), trafficking of women and young people (for sexual exploitation) and trafficking of women from outside the Sub-Saharan region (for the sex industry into the Republic of South Africa) (Sita 2003, IOM 2003, both cited in Adepoju 2005: 76).
West Africa is the most problematic area in terms of human trafficking in the African region. Human trafficking has raised attention in the African continent first of all in the end of 1990s in Nigeria, Togo and Benin, where the activists, the media and the non-governmental organizations raised the concern about the issue
. (Adepoju 2005: 75) The Trafficking in Persons Protocol has been signed by Benin, Nigeria and Togo in 2000, but only Benin (30 August 2004) and Nigeria (28 June 2001) have ratified it. (UNODC 2008) 
Out of the three countries in this research, only Nigeria has the specific trafficking law. In addition to the National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons that work against human trafficking in general, in terms of child trafficking Nigeria approved in July 2003 the National Trafficking in persons Law Enforcement and Administration Act, that criminalizes child trafficking and demands punishments for the offenders. In the Nigerian national law, the definition of human trafficking includes uniquely also attempts of trafficking, as well as the domestic human trafficking occurring within Nigeria. (Anti-Slavery International 2005a: 34) Togo has a draft trafficking law, a Draft Children’s Code, which addresses the child trafficking and not trafficking in total. (Anti-Slavery International 2005b; Adepoju 2005: 94; UNODC 2006c: 68) In Togo, the law was enforced fully for the first time in 2007 when five men were convicted for child trafficking into prison for one to two years, besides the fines (Anti-Slavery International 2007). 
Otherwise, Togo and Benin have other laws, that prohibit offenses such as abduction and forced prostitution, and which are used to the fight against human trafficking. In Benin, the legislation concerning child trafficking came into force in 2006
 and sets high punishment for the child trafficking (from 10 to 20 years imprisonment and penalty fees up to USD 110), but it focuses much on restricting the movement of children, especially in terms of crossing the borders, however, with an unique
 requirement for having an authorization for a child on travelling transnationally, but lacking still the protective law forms which could defend the child as a victim of human rights crime (ECPAT 2007d: 20-22; ILO 2001: 36, 48). Nevertheless, none of the countries has given serious penalties for the human trafficking crimes, and thus 

“the three countries had not successfully prosecuted many traffickers. (…) While the Benin case files indicated that traffickers were convicted of offences related to trafficking, sentences were light and the convictions were for minor offences which in no way reflect the serious nature of trafficking or the impact that it has on trafficked victims”. UNODC 2006c: 76)
In terms of Nigerian trafficking law, in 2004 the National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP) has received reports and recognized the official’s involvement in the trafficking of human beings in terms of corruption etc, but officials have not been prosecuted or convicted for the trafficking-related charges (U.S. Department of Labor 2004: par 3014).
In West Africa, most of the victims of human trafficking are children who are trafficked for purposes of the forced labor. UNICEF estimates that approximately 200 000 children are trafficked annually in West and Central African regions. The figures are just general; According to UNICEF, the trafficking of children is roughly double as common as the trafficking of women in the area. (UNODC 2006c: 34) 

The statistical figures concerning human trafficking per country are difficult to gain. Statistics are usually divided in three different categories: repatriation of nationals returned from other countries, foreigners (or nationals) rescued from working and being exploited in the country, and victims stopped in the national borders. There is, however, lack of reliable data concerning the connection between the victims level of exploitation. The border controls catch usually the victims who are not yet exploited; thus exploitation may happen as well even before crossing the border. (UNODC 2006c: 63)

The estimates are based usually on the statistics collected from different sources: governmental and international organizations, law enforcement and immigration (statistics on interceptions) and NGOs and embassies (statistics on repatriations). There might be usually overlapping, secreting, or underestimating of the statistics
, for instance “NGO statistics often report only those who seek help and thus under-represent the true nature of the problem.” (UNODC 2006c: 34) 

UNODC (2006c: 35) describe the problem which occurs between the statistics gathered in the national borders where children are stopped, and the number of the children who are rescued and repatriated
 from the country of destination:

The Togo research team reported 163 children stopped at the Togo border while 22 were repatriated in 2002. These figures more than doubled the following year when 

308 children were stopped at the border and 44 were repatriated (…). The rescue and

repatriation of more than 200 Beninese children from rock quarries in the western states of Nigeria in the fall of 2003 is also a valid indicator of trafficked victims, but provides information only on those who were identified and rescued. There remains a huge dark figure concerning trafficked victims.
Also ECPAT (2001: 20) reports that in 2001 approximately 1000 Nigerian girls and young women from Europe and 2000 from Saudi Arabia were deported back to Nigeria, most of the adults including in the figures have been under 18-years old at the time when they have  been trafficked. 

In the West African region, in terms of the trafficking of women and children, Ghana, Nigeria and Senegal are the main countries of origin, transit and destination. In terms of trafficking children from the rural areas to urban areas, mainly to the capital cities, the main countries of origin are Mali, Benin, Burkina Faso, Togo, Nigeria and Ghana, and the majority of the trafficked children end up in Ivory Coast and Gabon to work for commercial farms. (Adepoju 2005: 77) 

Especially in Togo and Benin, children are trafficked internally inside the country borders for the purposes of labour exploitation and the transnational trafficking is a minor problem. Most of the girls are forced to work as domestic servants and the boys are forced to work on farms and plantations. Especially girls are trafficked from Togo besides the domestic trafficking into Gabon, Benin, Nigeria and Niger in the purpose of domestic and labour services, while boys end up into farming work into the Ivory Coast, Nigeria and Benin. (Aronowitz 2001: 167, 169, 182; UNICEF, cited in Adepoju 2005: 77) Two-thirds of the trafficked children in/from Benin are girls (ECPAT 2007d: 11)
Child labor is a problem in the area, and the main countries of origin contributing child labor are Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, Mali, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Togo, and the main countries of destination are Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Congo and Nigeria. (Adepoju 2005: 77) There is, therefore, a difference between human trafficking in Nigeria, Togo and Benin. Togo and Benin are mainly countries of origin and children are trafficked mainly internally. Nigeria is both country of origin and destination for both domestic and transnational trafficking business, both in the region of West Africa and also in other continents. (Aronowitz 2001: 183)

In West Africa trafficking of children can have many starting points that are intended in the beginning, but then child end up being trafficked for various reasons:

· The parents put a child up for sale, usually for a small amount of money (CFA 10 000-100 000), hoping for the better future for them

· Child is placed to bonded labour as reimbursement of family’s debts for the creditor

· Child is intended to work but despite of that ends up in exploitative forced labour   

· Child is promised to have access to education or job training, but ends up in exploitative forced labour   

· Child is abducted      (Aronowitz 2001: 182; Veil 1999, cited in Adepoju 2005: 77)

Consequently, as described earlier in the chapter 5.1, there is a tradition in West Africa, resulting typically from the poor conditions, that the parents trust the false promises and give up willingly their children to an unfamiliar person in the hope of the better future for the children, but usually children end up to be forced labor. (Aronowitz 2001: 182-183) 

Other tradition that has a strong connection to the human trafficking in Nigeria is ju-ju. Ju-ju is a pact ritual; a contract or oath, which is connected to the traditional Voodoo practices in West Africa. The idea is to ensure that the person who is going to be trafficked (usually women and children) would be profitable success and also to create a close relationship between the trafficked and the trafficker, in order to protect the benefits of the offenders/traffickers. In ju-ju tradition, the victim is threatened with death or madness so that s/he would agree with the oath. Also other kind of magic traditions are used in order to gain control over the victims
.  (Aronowitz 2001: 183; World Culture Museum 2008, ECPAT 2007b: 7; UNODC 2006c: 52)
Typically in Nigeria, the trafficked person (mostly woman or a child) is promised to transport to Europe and as an end result, the trafficked person is obligated to do whatever in order to pay the debt. The victim of trafficking makes a blood pact with their trafficker, and as a result, the trafficker owns that person. It is important to note that most of the traffickers in the local level are women. (World Culture Museum 2008) However, in the south of Nigeria, the Criminal Code from the year 1904 prohibits the trafficking of women and prostitution, but it does not recognize the female pimps who force young girls into prostitution but exclude them, by condemning only the male offenders who are seen as guilty for the crime. (ECPAT 2008a)

In the research done in Nigeria was found that the victims of the transnational human trafficking are processed both individually and in the groups of many people, as described by Afonja (2001, cited in Adepoju 2005: 86): 

“The group model involves the so-called Italios, adolescents aged 10 to 19 years old, their sponsors, and hosts in the country of destination. Before departure from the state, rituals are performed by the parents, Italios, and sponsors to “cement” a covenant between them, to protect them from being apprehended, and to incur favour with their employers.”  

In this abovementioned case, the children were transported in groups to another country and exploited there.

Europe is the main destination of the illegal trans-continental trafficking and many different routes are used with the purpose of getting in there. Young people migrate to Europe via risky routes through the Sahel desert, others use the way via coastal cities in West Africa. Some of them travel trough the transit countries such as Gambia or Cap Verde, in order to fake the documents there and then continue to Europe. (Adepoju 2002: 9-10)    

According to UNICEF (Adepoju 2005: 82), lot of children are trafficked from Togo to Gabon to work as domestic servants under exploitative conditions; in 2001 approximately 10 000-15 000 children from Togo were trafficked to work in Gabon. According to ECPAT (2008b), approximately 49 000 children have been trafficked from Benin to abroad (mainly to Gabon, Ivory Coast, Nigeria and Congo Brazzaville).
Regional organization ECOWAS has also human trafficking in the agenda; in 2001 in Senegal Foreign Affair Ministers of ECOWAS states accepted a Political Declaration and Action Plan against Human Trafficking. The aim of the Plan is to commit the governments of the area, in cooperation, to ratify and implement fully the international legal framework and to strengthen the national laws and to protect victims of human trafficking, especially women and children, though training of law enforcement officials. In addition to ECOWAS, Benin, Mali, Gabon and Nigeria have smaller regional intern-ministerial committee that concentrate on child trafficking. In regional level, Nigeria, Benin and Togo have police-cooperation in the common border controls in order to combat child trafficking in the area. (ECPAT 2007d: 16; Adepoju 2005: 94) However, the NGOs especially in Benin criticize the government that the fight against the trafficking of children, child prostitution and the rehabilitation and reintegration of the victims of CSEC  is left to be the task of the NGOs and not included fully in the state programs (ECPAT 2007d: 22).
5.1.4. Sexual exploitation 

Children who are victims of human trafficking face often sexual exploitation. In this chapter will be described the situation of sexual exploitation in Togo, Benin and Nigeria.

According to the ECPAT (2007c, d, e), there is lack of accurate statistics of the sexual exploitation in Nigeria, Benin and Togo, but there is evidence that it exists overall in the countries. UNICEF (2001: 20) reports, that there are 35 000 children as sex workers in the West Africa. UNODC has studied the human trafficking in Benin, Nigeria and Togo (UNODC 2006c). The research provides data about the human trafficking in those countries and claims that the majority of the children in these countries are trafficked for the purpose of the forced labor and not primarily for sexual exploitation. Similar findings were supported also in the study by the Human Rights Watch (2003) in Togo. UNODC (2006c: 54) argues that the children who are the victims of human trafficking and participated in the research were not, despite of a few exceptions, forced into prostitution, but they faced other forms of sexual exploitation. 
According to another UNODC unpublished research, in case of Nigeria children are trafficked for different purposes, and mainly for the forced labor, which however risks especially girls to be sexually exploited (UNODC 2006b: 67). Also ECPAT (2008b) describe the similar findings of this increased threat for sexual exploitation in relation to any trafficking: “Children trafficked for whatever purposes become vulnerable to CSEC.” 
On the other hand, the UNODC (2006c: 63) study mentions that there are reports which show that trafficked children, in this case young girls, were forced into prostitution in their own countries before they were transported to the country of destination; thus the exploitation occurred already on the transportation period and the children who are seen as the ‘potential’ victims when they are caught in the borders have already faced sexual exploitation, even in the form of commercial exploitation. The countries of this occasion were not specified.      

Sexual exploitation is deeply sensitive and shameful experience for the victims and thus it is rarely reported, decreasing consequently the reliance of the statistics (UNODC 2006c: 40). This hinders many countries to address the issue; for instance Benin does not have a national plan against CSEC, since the issue is a taboo in the West African area, mentioned especially in terms of Benin and Togo (ECPAT 2001: 44, 2007d: 11, 2007e: 15) and sexual harassment is not prohibited according to the law for instance in Benin (U.S. Department of State 2005a). Nevertheless, the sexual exploitation is also reported to be increasing in the area of West Africa:

Numerous organizations have documented and studied the phenomenon of child trafficking within the West Africa region as well as the trafficking in girls and (young) women for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation to destinations in Europe. The dimension of the problem is difficult to assess due to a lack of accurate statistics. Reports of increases in the phenomenon could be due to actual increases or to a more focused awareness of the problem. (UNODC 2006c: 36)

By the U.S. State Department report of human trafficking, the sexual exploitation is mentioned as a form of exploitation of trafficked victims in all of these countries. In Benin, especially children were mentioned as victims of sexual exploitation; in Nigeria and Togo both women and children were mentioned facing sexual exploitation. (U.S. Department of State 2007: 64, 160, 198) UNHCHR (2006b: 21) mentions that in Benin “a high number of children under 18, especially adolescent girls, are still being trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation (…).” 
ECPAT (2001: 51) mentions, that in Nigeria the sexual exploitation is increasingly focusing on the children and the increase occurs especially in the Nigeria delta, but there is also reports of children being abducted for the sexual exploitation in the northern Sokoto state (ILO 2001: 2). Children face sexual exploitation also at schools, where they are forced for sexual interaction in order to gain good grades. This is reported especially from Benin and Nigeria as a gender problem where girls are the victims (ECPAT 2007d: 11; OXFAM 2003: 62). In Togo, the child victims of human trafficking face often sexual exploitation despite of the form of exploitation where they are primarily aimed to, such as domestic work, and some of them are also trafficked especially for the purpose of sexual exploitation. (Human Rights Watch 2003: 24)
In case of sexual exploitation, Nigerian women are typically trafficked for the purpose of the sexual exploitation, usually through Ghana, to Europe, primarily to Italy, Germany and the Netherlands and to the Middle East to Saudi-Arabia, while the Nigerian children end up for the purpose of sexual exploitation to France, Spain, the Netherlands and South Africa. (Human Rights Watch 2003, cited in Adepoju 2005: 78; ECPAT 2008a) There is no exact figures provided, but ECPAT (2008a) estimates them to be annually many hundreds; Ojukwe (2006) claims that 20 000 Nigerian girls are facing CSEC in Europe. Nigerian girls are trafficked for prostitution within the region; there are reports of 500 Nigerian girls being in prostitution both in Mali and Burkina Faso (Ojukwe 2006; ILO 2001: 10). Women from Togo are trafficked for sexual purposes mainly nearer in the region, to Ghana, Gabon, Ivory Coast and Lebanon (Taylor 2002, cited in Adepoju 2005:78). 

Prostitution is one form of the sexual exploitation. Some victims of the human trafficking agree with consent to work as prostitutes as the means of income, but they are not aware of the conditions and the level of exploitation that face them in the destination. (Adepoju 2005: 83) Prostitution is connected to the concept of sex tourism, where people travel and arrive to the destination for the purpose of sexual activities. When the prostitute or the person who is exploited sexually is under age, it is the case of child sex tourism. Especially Benin and Nigeria are reported to be destinations of child sex tourism in West Africa together with Ivory Coast, Ghana, Gambia and Senegal, while Nigeria is also country of origin for the sex tourists in other African countries. (ECPAT 2007b: 6) 
According to Bamgbose (2002: 570), child prostitution is an common and increasing phenomenon in Nigeria, Benin and Togo. According to the Nigerian legislation, as described by Bamgbose (2002: 570), prostitution is not criminalized as such in the national level, but by law it is a “crime in relation to persons who assist, induce, encourage, trade, aid, or abet prostitution,” thus it is prohibited to assist or to exploit the prostitutes. However, it is illegal for adolescents to be in prostitution. For instance according to the criminal laws in the Southern and Northern Nigeria, it is also prohibited to attract under 16-years old girl into prostitution or similar activities. Prostitution is prohibited by the Sheria law in the 12 northern Islamic States
, but the law is also misused by the corrupted officials and polices (U.S. Department of State 2005b).

Prostitution is increasing also inside the national borders of Nigeria, especially in the oil producing states of Niger Delta regions of Port Harcourt, Bonny and Akwa Ebom as well as in the other big cities like in the capital Lagos. Edo and Delta states are the richest in the country, due to the oil producing, but the human trafficking for sexual purposes occurs there in high numbers. (ECPAT 2001: 20) Many children end up in prostitution as a means of survival. In Nigeria prostitutes are in average 16 years old and according to ECPAT (2008a), many of them are victims of human trafficking. 
In Benin, activities for soliciting and procuring to prostitution are punished by law (ECPAT 2007d: 19). However, prostitution of children (i.e. under 21 years old) is not punished crime by law per se. Most of the children engaged in prostitution are between ages 16 to 18. (ECPAT 2008b) The law is not, however, applicable to punish the father or mother for soliciting and procuring a child into prostitution (ECPAT 2007d: 20). In Togo, the “legislation intended to protect children from sexual exploitation and prostitution is neither sufficient nor effective,” according to UNHCHR (2005: 15). There are, however, reports of hundreds of child prostitutes from the age 9 to 15 acting only in the capital Lomé. (ECPAT 2007e: 11) 
Street children end up very often to prostitution, since it is the way to get money in the desperate situation. Prostitution has also very problematic side effects, since children incur the sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV/AIDS. Both boys and girls are victims of sexual exploitation and prostitution, for instance in Nigeria, also boys were reported being trafficked for homosexual exploitation in the Sokoto State, but especially girls are additionally more at risk group for sexual exploitation. (ECPAT 2007a; ILO 2001: 25) The Nigerian legislation does not however recognize the sexual exploitation occurring for boys and thus offers no protection for boys (ECPAT 2007c: 20). 
HIV/AIDS has a strong connection to the sexual exploitation and human trafficking, as mentioned by Adepoju (2005: 84): “HIV/AIDS can in itself be a cause and consequence of trafficking.” HIV/AIDS increase also the demand for sex workers, since the belief is that the younger the girl, the less is the risk to get the virus of HIV/AIDS in the sexual intercourse. In addition, children are especially at risk because of the high demand for having unprotected sex, as it was found out in ECPAT research in Togo: “It is easier to manipulate a child, as opposed to an adult prostitute, into not using condoms” (mentioned by several exploiters in Togo)” (ECPAT 2007a: 21). There are beliefs, for instance in Nigeria, that children do not spread HIV/AIDS and that the sexual intercourse with a child can have other health benefits. (ECPAT 2001: 20)
The trafficking process of children from Benin and Togo is studied by Human Rights Watch (2003) and described as following by Adepoju (2005: 84):

“In case of trafficked girls from Benin and Togo, who travelled by sea to Gabon through transit points in southeastern Nigeria, some were raped, a few prostituted themselves, and others sold their belongings in order to survive while awaiting their boats. Many died when their rickety boats capsized. At their destination, many girls suffered physical and emotional abuse and sexual exploitation by boys and men in the hosts’ homes, experiences that pushed some to streets as prostitutes.   

There are reported cases of the young girls from Benin, who come to work in Nigeria, and who are sexually abused in the host families (Adepoju 2005: 81). According to ECPAT (2008b), the sexual exploitation of children exists also within Benin and “an increasing number of children in extremely difficult circumstances are vulnerable to CSEC. These are mostly young girls aged 8-15 - "vidomegon
", child hawkers, street children, child domestics, school dropouts and waitresses in bars and restaurants.”

For instance the Nigerian girls, who are trafficked mainly to Italy to work as prostitutes, face problems in returning back to Nigeria, since the stigma of the past is very strong and might lead to even more difficult situation than in the beginning when the person was escaping the poverty. (Afonja 2001, cited in Adepoju 2005: 83-84) There is a lack of the national protection programs and facilities for the returned victims of human trafficking and sexual exploitation (ECPAT 2007c).
ECPAT reports, that sexual exploitation of children is quite widespread also in Nigeria. There is not, however, accurate data and available statistical information of the number of those children. ECPAT describes that sexual exploitation is increasing in the area, especially in Nigeria. The causes for that are poverty and the difficulties connected to that, such as unemployment, instability, fast urbanization and economic crisis. Children, who are living in the streets and the children who are working in the families as domestic servants, are especially in threat to face sexual abuse. (ECPAT 2008a)

There is no national plan against CSEC in Nigeria. In November 2004, a female trafficker in Benin City was the first case convicted in the trial by the Nigerian government under the new trafficking law. She was responsible for procuring 18 persons for prostitution, and 6 girls were aimed to be used in prostitution for commercial sex purposes. (UNODC 2006c: 61) 
Out of the three countries in focus of this research, only Togo has developed a National Plan of Action to fight against CSEC and child trafficking (ECPAT 2008a, 2008b, 2008c). Government of Togo by the Togolese Ministry for the promotion and protection of the Family and Child has adopted a National Action Plan on child trafficking and child sexual abuse. In Togo, sexual exploitation of children is more connected to the child trafficking. Togolese Government has thus acknowledged the connection between these problems and is trying to implement the human rights charters such as the CRC for fighting against the child trafficking. The National Action Plan highlights three risk groups: the children exploited and abused through employment, the child victims of trafficking and the street children. In Togo, especially girls are trafficked to Togo from Nigeria, Benin and Ghana and also from Philippines for commercial sexual exploitation. (ECPAT 2008c) Also Benin has taken these similar steps under the Ministry of Justice, in terms of child trafficking (ILO 2001: 41).
ECPAT (2008c) describes the Togolese National Action Plan as a good step forward, since it includes the following actions, which are also in use in Benin in terms of child trafficking:

· the creation of a database on traffickers (also in Benin)
· Improving legislation on children (also in Benin)
· Exchanging information on trafficking with Benin, Ghana, Burkina Faso

· Improving co-operation between police, customs and immigration officers

· Improving education opportunities for the girl child and street children

· Awareness raising campaigns and the rehabilitation and reintegration of child victims of trafficking
(ECPAT 2008c; ILO 2001: 41) 
These above-mentioned plans have been lacking funds in order to be fully implemented in both Benin and Togo, but Togo has taken some tangible actions and implementations in order to stop the child trafficking, according to the Action Plan, and it has strengthened the border and road controls, established national information campaigns and structures within communities for prevention and reintegration of child victims, and the laws have been improved in order to prevent children at risk. (ECPAT 2008c; ILO 2001: 41) On the other hand, the Togolese government has provided a reason for not being able to fight against the child prostitution, since according to them, there are no ‘official brothels’ (ECPAT 2007e: 11).

In Nigeria, many child traffickers are women who make profit by delivering young girls abroad to end up being prostitutes. Also in Togo, many women are involved in commercial sexual exploitation of children, as reported by ECPAT (2008c): “Older women, in most cases business women, older and or retired prostitutes recruit children to sell their wares in the markets during the day and at night sell the girls to men for sex.” According to the UNODC (2006c: 59), in the majority of the reported cases of human trafficking in Togo, the offender was a woman; in Nigeria and Benin approximately 25% of the traffickers were women according to the reported cases
. 
The governments’ efforts in preventing the human trafficking as well as sexual exploitation were highly criticized by ECPAT (2007c, d, e). There was mentioned that lot of more efforts are needed in all countries to increase the awareness of the scope of the problem, to increase the training of the law enforcement personnel and to improve the access to education for children, in order to increase their abilities to empower themselves. 
5.2. Empirical analysis on demand
5.2.1. From migration to the exploitative migration 

In order to analyze the causes and factors affecting to the supply and demand factors of human trafficking in the West African countries, it is important first to analyze the general situation which facilitates the trafficking to occur. It is important to note that instead of focusing on the quantity of the problem, I am aiming to study the facilitating factors that cause the human trafficking of children and study the problem from the qualitative and structural perspective. 

As the empirical data in the chapter 5.1 shows, the migration is a traditional activity in the West African region. It has always had an aim to improve the economic status, because of the weakened traditional economic structures. The human trafficking of children occurs in West Africa widely in all of the countries: Benin, Nigeria and Togo. However, there is not clear accurate statistics available of the scale of the number of the victims. The approximate number of 200 000 trafficked children in the region are given by UNICEF, but the UNODC raise up the notion that many of the reported statistical figures include also the cases of the children caught in the national borders, who might not yet be trafficked but are just intended to be. 

On the other hand, also these cases, which are caught before the actual exploitation has happened, are important to count, since according to the United Nations’ (2000: Article 3a) definition, the trafficking occurs when the recruitment and transportation happen “for the purpose of exploitation,” which is recognized uniquely in the Nigerian law. In contrast, the exploitation can occur during any part of the human trafficking process, as described in the Figure 1. UNODC (2006c), and Adepoju (2005) mentions the situations where children have been exploited, especially sexually, already during the transportation phase. The scope of the sexual exploitation will be analyzed deeper in the Chapter 5.2.2. 

From the structural perspective, migration occurs due to the desire of better livelihood which occurs in turn because of the destabilized traditional economic structures, resulting from the global political economic structure and the historical reasons such as the SAPs, and this can be seen happening also in the West-Africa both in the transnational as well as national levels. This tendency has created many side effects. One common migration factor in West-Africa is the replacement of the children into extended families, or even to external families who are not family members per se but who promise to take care of the child at least financially and to provide livelihood and in-job training for a child. The special model of that is the Vidomegon practice, which is used in Benin.
In terms of children, this tradition of replacing the child into another family is culturally accepted practice in order to survive and to provide livelihood for a child as well as to the whole family, but nowadays the traffickers who came to the parents and children providing false promises of better life exploit these traditional practices. What can be seen from the empirical data is that the traffickers have started to exploit these traditional systems of surviving, and therefore this tradition facilitates the way to trafficking. 

On the other hand, it is important to keep in mind that there are no evidences that the tradition of replacing children in other families was not exploited even before, either; possibly that has happened also earlier. This is a challenging issue, especially in the light of the present attention which the human trafficking is gaining, since the felony of human trafficking is not a new, but it gains nowadays more attention than ever, for various reasons as described in the chapter 1.1.

The vulnerable position of children is also caused by the breakdown of the traditional family model which has affected the whole society, as described by ECPAT (2007a). Reason for the breakdown is multiple and complex interrelation of different causes, such as the spread of HIV/AIDS, increased national economic uncertainty and the lack of employment and education opportunities. The extended family model has been a social security net in the West-African societies, especially when the state is weak to support and take care of its citizens, and consequently, when the family model breaks down, especially children, who are the most vulnerable segment of the society, suffer first when they are left without the safety net. 

Therefore, when a child is exploited in the extended or external family where s/he is replaced to, there can be seen a case of trafficking, since according to the UN definition, the consent of the victim is not necessary when the victim of trafficking is a child. The trafficking can occur also inside the national boarders and when all the phases of trafficking process (recruitment, transportation and entry and exploitation) are included, it fulfills the definition of human trafficking. 

5.2.2. Complexity of sexual exploitation 

The exploitation phase is an essential part of the human trafficking to occur, as described above in the chapter 3.1, referring to the definition of human trafficking (United Nations 2000, Article 3). The researches and studies described in the empirical chapter 5.1.4 provide information that sexual exploitation of children occurs in West Africa.
However, there are mainly only some exact mentions of the occurring sexual exploitation in relation to the human trafficking. For instance the research conducted by UNODC (2006c) showed just a few cases where a girl was aimed to end up in prostitution as a primary form of exploitation. On the other hand, ECPAT researches report many cases of children being in the prostitution, but lack the clear figures of the scope of the problem. The problem of finding statistics on the area of sexual exploitation might be strongly connected to the thing that sexuality and sexual exploitation is a taboo, as mentioned in case of Benin and Togo (ECPAT 2007d, e). It has a massive emotional load including shame and feeling of failing (as described in the chapter 3.5.), which might make it difficult to report by the children. Thus, the reliable quantity of the scope of the sexual exploitation is difficult to achieve.

Therefore, it is important to research closer the wider concept of sexual exploitation. ECPAT (2008b) describe important findings of the connection between the human trafficking and sexual exploitation: “Children trafficked for whatever purposes become vulnerable to CSEC.” This is supported with the other findings, where children have been exploited sexually in addition to their primary exploitation form, which might be forced labor or domestic servitude.
Sexual exploitation is not clearly identified in the definition of human trafficking in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, as described in the chapter 3.5. It is just mentioned in the definition as a one form of exploitation. As described by ILO in the Figure 3, sexual exploitation is often overlapping with other forms of forced labor. Therefore, this is seen also in the case of West Africa, where many children mention that they faced sexual exploitation in the forced labor and servitude.

Consequently, in light of the findings from the empirical data where the sexual exploitation is mentioned, it can be analyzed that there are two kinds of connection between the sexual exploitation and the human trafficking. Firstly, there are the cases where the sexual exploitation is the primary goal of trafficking. In those situations a child is trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation. There are reported cases of the sexual exploitation of this form especially from the child trafficking to Europe (Nigerian examples: Adepoju 2005; ECPAT 2008a) as well as in the region (Togolese and Beninese examples: ECPAT 2008c). The sexual exploitation can be commercial for instance in the form of prostitution, where the aim is to gain financial profit, or the sexual exploitation per se, without commercial purposes. 

Secondly, there is mentioned the cases where the sexual exploitation occurs together with other forms of exploitation. In these cases sexual exploitation is embedded in other forms of exploitation. For instance when a child is trafficked for domestic servitude or forced labor, s/he is exploited sexually, abused or facing sexual harassment (Nigerian example: UNODC 2006b; Togolese example: Human Rights Watch 2003; Beninese example: Adepoju 2005).

This first type of sexual exploitation (as the main purpose of exploitation) is mainly getting attention in the trafficking discourse, while the second type is gaining less attention. Human Rights Watch (in Fergus 2005) raises the concern of this issue also. 
One important factor that needs to be discussed in connection with the human trafficking of children and sexual exploitation is the consent. According to the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, the consent is not relevant if the victim is a person under 18-years old, i.e. a child. This supports the view of seeing the sexual exploitation in the wider perspective including both the commercial and non-commercial exploitation. Thus, even if a child could give his/her consent to the prostitution without any threat, a child who faces the three core aspects (which include the actions included, means of threat and the purpose for exploitation) of the human trafficking definition, can be seen trafficked. This is defined in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol Article 3, subparagraphs c and d, where any means of threat or force are defined as irrelevant when a child is in the case. 
If this relation between the irrelevance of the consent and the threat is seriously concerned in the trafficking discourse, then the sexual exploitation should be seen in the wider context, as described by Huda (2006). Thus, anybody engaged in facilitating sexual exploitation of a child or child prostitution should be seen as committing in crime of human trafficking. This is not, however, discussed widely. Child prostitution and assisting to prostitution is mentioned in the national legislation of Nigeria as a punishable act, but for example the Nigerian legislation treats a child as the offender for crimes such as child prostitution, pornography and trafficking (ECPAT 2007c). In Benin, the child prostitution is not criminalized as such. But the legislations concerning the non-commercial sexual exploitation are much weaker, for instance the sexual harassment is not punishable in Benin. Additionally in Benin, the parents have a loophole in the legislation, since they cannot be punished for soliciting and procuring a child into prostitution (ECPAT 2007d). These kinds of factors facilitate the human trafficking of children for sexual purposes and must be addressed accurately, since there is a need of seeing children as victims instead of offenders. 

5.2.3. Demand and supply dilemma

5.2.3.1. Supply’s contribution  
Various literature highlights poverty as the main cause for supply of the human trafficking: in the structural as well as neo-classical migration theories and the previous literature of the area, as well as the empirical data from West Africa. Poverty can be seen as the main cause, since it has also strong contribution to increase the possibility to other structural push factors that increase the supply, such as the unemployment, as described in the chapters 3 and 4, aiming to gain better livelihood.

This can be seen in the empirical data from the West Africa. The overall cause pushing people for the illegal migration is poverty and its consequences. Poverty is the major push factor and reason for people to look for other livelihood options in order to survive, thus pushing people to migrate. Poverty has also contribution to the other parts of the life, such as social, political and institutional factors: because of poverty, the social life can be limited, political knowledge and access to information can be limited, as well as the education level decreased. Poverty has a strong correlation also to health, as was mentioned by ECPAT especially in connection to the HIV/AIDS in West Africa, which affect especially children by leaving them orphans and thus making them more vulnerable without the social family network. Poverty is not just a lack of money, but it is capability deprivation. Poverty increases the probability of lacking education, political power and social status. 

On the other hand, poverty has also two-ways relationship with the other parts of the life. As mentioned by OXFAM study in Nigeria, women’s poverty can be seen resulting from the lower status in the men-led society and from lacking the access to the education, but on the same time women-led households are still less poor; thus it can be concluded that by attacking these other parts of the life, such as increasing education and women empowerment, the poverty can be declined and consequently this would affect also human trafficking. This viewpoint is also supported by Jun. The essential way to fight against trafficking would be to offer the legal opportunities for surviving and increasing livelihood for both the offenders and the victims of human trafficking.

However, poverty can be seen both resulting from and occurring in two levels, as described by UNODC (2006c): in the intermediate factors and the deep structural factors. Firstly, poverty affects the intermediate factors, which take place in different forms such as unemployment (which push children to look for any means or employment in order to survive in order to stay alive); or the lack of predicting the risks as for instance in the traditional practice of placing children into another home to be raised, without maybe any possibility to contact or follow-up child’s situation afterwards. Similarly, these above-mentioned actions also cause poverty, since the lack of employment or the means of livelihood increase poverty in turn. Secondly, poverty is affected by the deep structural causes. The country’s political or economic crisis might increase the poverty and thus cause and deepen it, since the economic crises affects for instance the education possibilities, as happened resulting from the SAPs in the past as Adepoju 2002 described, as well as resulting from the current free market economy and its demands for cheap labor together with the governments’ decreased abilities to provide education for their citizens, as can be seen happened in West Africa according to ECPAT (2007c, d, e). 

As this study concentrates especially on the sexual exploitation of children, the supply, (if it means the number of potential victims i.e. children as such which is connected to the poverty), can be seen as a cause also for the trafficking for the sexual exploitation. According to Huda, this holistic viewpoint supports seeing the demand for sexual exploitation and human trafficking as supply-driven. 

This traditional way of seeing supply and push factors from the holistic viewpoint and combination of factors is, however, challenged by Huda (2006). The supply can be seen also in another way, from the individual victim perspective. According to this view, the supply is seen as a victim’s personal contribution to the migration, which is then exploited by the human traffickers. If a potential victim is a child, the above-mentioned factors contributing to and resulting from poverty can be seen as the structural factors affecting individual to make a decision over his/her life. It can be predicted, that the aim of the children has been to achieve better opportunities in life in terms of employment, livelihood, money or food. 

If the economic analysis of crime is applied (opposing to its original purpose of researching the offender’s motivation for the crime and the demand for profit, seeing it from the victim’s perspective), then also the victim can be seen demanding profit for himself/herself. Thus, the child is also expecting “profits” from the activities when he/she is interested in the promised job opportunities by the traffickers, which then later turn out to be cheating when the trafficker turn it around for his/her own profit, exclusively. Then it can be seen as also Schloenhardt describes that the child’s need is subordinating the need of the customers and the traffickers. 

5.2.3.2. Driving force: demand
Together in the line with the structuralist theory, which aims to see the migration as a process serving mainly the interests of the place of destination, the demand is the driven force that increases the human trafficking to occur, also according to the economic analysis of crime. The motivation behind facilitating the crime of trafficking to occur is different depending on the actor who is in the focus. 
If the actor in focus is the victim, clearly the sexual exploitation is not his/her demand but the forced situation or a potential possibility for surviving, as mentioned above. Therefore, even if sexual exploitation might be for a child a means for trying to reach those life-essential opportunities for surviving, the consent of child is not relevant in the case of trafficking, as it was concluded earlier in this chapter; consequently the child prostitution, which is one form of the sexual exploitation of children, must be condemned practice in its any forms, since it harms the child physically, emotionally as well as psychologically. This will be discussed widely later in the chapter 5.2.3.3.

In case of the broader concept of sexual exploitation of children, the child who faces that act must be seen from the perspective of the external demand for the activity. This external demand is coming from the users of these illegal forms of exploitation that occur in the human trafficking. The ‘demander’ or the user of these services which are comparable to the exploitation might be also influenced by several different demands. Firstly, there might be the demand for sexual activities in general. This demand might be focused on having a partner for sexual activities, despite of the age or status of the partner. This demand increases the risk for the sexual exploitation of children, since the children, who are vulnerable from various reasons such as those caused by poverty, might be forced to utilize this ‘opportunity’ solely as a means of survival.  There were empirical evidences of child prostitutes from all of the countries in the study; although the accurate figures were not found. Additionally, there occurs the sexual exploitation outside prostitution, as was widely described in the empirical data for instance by ECPAT (2008b), Adepoju (2005) and UNODC (2006b, c), for instance when a child is working as domestic servant or any other servitude or forced labor, but exploited sexually; there child is required to fulfill multiple demands. 

Secondly, there might be a special demand for a child. Petit highlights the status of a child as a victim in terms of sexual exploitation and in the light of his view it can be concluded that the status of child as innocent subordinates to the status of prostitute. This can be connected to the statement that some people might buy sexual services from a child in belief that they are so actually helping the child economically. However, there were not found empirical data findings supporting this kind of practice to exist in the West Africa. Nevertheless, there were evidences as described by ECPAT of the demand for especially a child as sexual partner for the purpose based on the beliefs of curing from HIV/AIDS or the other health effects. This belief can be seen as an increasing factor of the sexual exploitation of children, since the belief sets a special demand for children, and furthermore, the false belief has ‘the health’ aspect embedded in it, needing thus awareness-raising and educstion in order to be attacked. Long (2004) aligns with ECPAT and describes that also in Europe increasingly young women and girls are demanded for sexual exploitation as victims of trafficking because of the belief and of smaller risk of getting HIV/AIDS. Long describes the ‘commodification’ of young and beautiful women as an especially Western image, which increase the demand of younger women and children for sexual exploitation. Consequently, also the traffickers receive higher profits from the young girls. Therefore, also the Western view of admiring the youth and adolescence, combined with the image of the youth as the beauty era, can be seen as a potential cause increasing the demand of children and young people to be trafficked to Europe for the sexual exploitation. 
Additionally, the tradition of child marriage can be seen also as a demand that facilitates the trafficking for sexual exploitation. It might be seen as a practice where the child is especially in the focus of the demand. It must be seen especially as a cultural factor that enforces the sexual exploitation. In the light of the economic analysis of crime, the demand for crime is the fuelling element for the crime to occur. The practice of child marriage can be seen as a form of sexual exploitation. If this form of sexual exploitation is accepted, it might increase the demand for children as sexual “partners” in the other contexts than the marriages, too. Thus, if this demand is embedded in the traditions, as it is in Benin, Nigeria and Togo, there exists demand of children as sexual partners. The attitude towards child marriage seems confusing especially in Nigeria, where the different federal states have different laws concerning the child marriage: the Islamic north accepts it more than the Christian south. This increases the difficulties to deal with the practice since it includes traditional, religious and cultural aspects. The Islamic culture cannot still be condemned as more exploitative, since on the other hand, the child prostitution seems to be more common in the southern part of Nigeria, which is mainly dominated by Christianity.  
Consequently, it can be seen that also the cultural and traditional believes can affect the increase of the trafficking for sexual exploitation. The demand for different forms of sexual exploitation increases the demand for sexual exploitation in trafficking in general. In this context, the government has also the responsibility for controlling the demand, since the legislation that controls for instance the child marriage or sexual harassment and sexual abuse has impact on the attitudes that further have effect on the human trafficking and demand for sexual services. If there is a ‘culture of impunity’, the traffickers are more likely to gain profit from the illegal activities, since the risks to be caught are then low. If these activities, that increase the demand for sexual activities with children, would be condemned and addressed properly in the countries’ national legislations, it would be a way to discourage demand, as described in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol. 

However, there must be noted the demand for sexual exploitation from the traffickers’ side. In the light of the Petit’s three-ways-relationship, the trafficker is the mediator in this process of matching the supply and demand. The trafficker is seen thus as the supply-user and the source of fulfilling the demand. The main aim, as presented in the economic analysis of crime, is to gain profit. Thus, the demand of the trafficker is to find the counterpart to the demand from the supply.

Human trafficking is both a national and transnational problem. It occurs in West Africa in all levels: in national, regional and international level. As mentioned by Human Rights Watch and ECPAT, trafficking for sexual purposes is recognized mostly in the international level. The Nigerians are trafficked for the primarily sexual exploitation to Europe, especially to Italy. On the other hand, sexual exploitation is occurring also in the national level, since there are reports of child prostitutes inside the country in Nigeria. In addition to that, especially in West Africa human trafficking occurs also in the regional level according to the empirical data findings. Thus, it can be concluded that the actions to combat trafficking must be dealt with in all the levels.

5.2.3.3. How to reduce the demand?

If the demand is the driving force for sexual exploitation of children, then the other sexual exploitation should be seen also as a way to facilitate the sexual exploitation of children, too. Prostitution is one form of sexual exploitation, which includes a fostering factor. If the demand is seen in a wider perspective, the prostitution is good to be dealt with in the national legislations, especially in terms of children. 

If prostitution is seen as illegal in any form, it might have a two kind of effects. If it is illegal, it has a message to the society, that it is not accepted practice and as a consequence it is punishable. On the other hand, the illegality might push the whole activity underground and that might consequently lead the problem to increase and it might be more difficult to deal with, including the increased trafficking scenario. In Nigeria, the legislation is varying also in terms of prostitution; it is not illegal as such in the whole country, but mainly in the north. However, child prostitution is illegal, but according to the ECPAT (2008a) findings, majority of the prostitutes are still children (under 16 years old) and additionally trafficked; consequently, these facts increase the need to question the prostitution as a legal activity in Nigeria. 

In Benin, the lack of the existing entire condemnation of soliciting and procuring to prostitution in the legislation is questionable, since if the parents are outside the law in this case, then the link to trafficking could be increased because of this loophole. Since if the parents are thus seen as non-punishable in the front of the law, then the child is left to be vulnerable. Thus, the nature of the sanctions can be focused against the child prostitution as such, or then including the wider view of the prostitution of adults.

From the normative perspective, the engagement in the sexual activities can be dealt with the perspective of the context where the prostitution is placed. In the light of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, if the selling of sexual services is seeing as prostitution and the person providing it is defined as a prostitute instead of a sex worker, then the nature of the work in general can be questioned, since it does not support the perception of the prostitution as a work. Also in the light of the theories describing the harmful consequences of prostitution, as well as the abuse of the vulnerable position of children, which the sexual exploitation includes in general, as described in the empirical studies in West Africa, then the prostitution could be seen as an activity, which fosters the trafficking for the demand of exploitation in general. If it would be dealt from this perspective, it would be central to criminalize the whole activity. However, the criminalization is not necessarily decreasing and eliminating the problem, even if there are some signs of that in some extent for instance from Sweden, but from the normative perspective it would be essential factor to reduce the demand and to highlight the harmful consequences and the side effects of that activity, of which one form is the child trafficking for the sexual purpose. 
In addition to the punishments and sanctions, awareness-raising and education are seen also as important measures to fight against demand, according to Petit. The awareness-raising is important especially in breaking the myths which facilitate the sexual exploitation of children, such as the so-believed “healthy” effects of sexual activities with children. Also the child marriages are important to address in this perspective. Furthermore, the low status of women, which affects especially girls, should be fight against, and the empowerment actions should be addressed for both genders, men and women, in order to attack this gender problem. These activities could be reduced by awareness-raising and education. This has a lot of things to do also with the national education level in general, since by increasing the national campaigns and general education level the risks could be reduced. The awareness-level of both: the potential child victims and their families, as well as the law enforcement agencies, should be increased, since also among all of them is reported a big gap of knowledge as was mentioned by ILO in the case of Togo.

5.2.4. Sexual exploitation and gender perspective

One important factor that is connected to human trafficking is gender. According to the empirical findings, most of the victims of sexual exploitation are girls. Girls are mentioned more often facing sexual exploitation; both when they are trafficked to be exploited sexually for instance as prostitutes, as well as when they are exploited sexually in addition to other forced labor such as the domestic service. Girls were reported to be exploited sexually by men and boys, by both the traffickers as well as the demanders of the services in the final exploitation phase. As Huda describes, girls are more likely to be the object of the main-demanders of the sexual services, men, who in most cases and most societies, for instance in West Africa, have more power especially in the patriarchal segments. This increases the need for improving the women’s situation in the region in general, since if the women have also decreasing effect to the poverty, as was seen happening in Nigeria, the women’s situation is a key factor to attack also trafficking.
Girls are also in vulnerable position in terms of the other forms of sexual exploitation than the prostitution. Children face sexual exploitation also at schools, where they are forced for sexual interaction in order to pass or success. This is reported especially from Benin and Nigeria as a gender problem where the girls are the victims of this practice. Here too the gender role should be revised.
However, it is important to note that both genders are involved in the crime of trafficking, as Petit points out. Even if men might be the main demanders of the sexual services from girls, based on the higher number of women and girls being forced and end up to prostitution, also women are engaged in human trafficking. According to the empirical evidence, women were reported to be traffickers for instance in Nigeria. Women can be also the demanders of the sexual services, but there was not found data of showing this practice occurring in West Africa. 

In addition, it is important to see the boys’ weak position as victims in terms of sexual exploitation. Boys can be in vulnerable situation in terms of trafficking for sexual exploitation, since they are also facing the demand to be sexually exploited, like it was reported from Nigeria. Therefore, the sexual exploitation should be seen as a crime against a child and not only against one gender, women, even if the incidences are numerous in their side. What makes the situation even more serious in Nigeria is that according to the information from ECPAT, boys are not recognized in the law as potential victims of sexual exploitation. This loophole in the law should be addressed so that the boys could also get legally secured protection in terms of this act.

In summary, when the whole analysis is considered, it can be seen that sexual exploitation and human trafficking are issues that need more research, attention and actions in order to be fight against properly. The perspective is, however, often focused on the other factors than the demand. This analysis is trying to widen the understanding of the contribution of demand on this multi-problematic issue. Both of these issues, human trafficking and sexual exploitation, are wide in their nature including multiple approaches, activities and contexts. However, the demand is often lacking attention. By studying and understanding the demand and its multiple side-factors and facilitators as well as causalities, the actual victim who in this study is the child, will gain more attention as a vulnerable human being and a person at risk who is in need of attention and protection for his/her rights from the all elements of the society. 

Demand needs attention, since it has multiple consequences in both of the crimes: the human trafficking and the sexual exploitation. Demand must be dealt together with the supply, but the demand must be seen as a driving force in term of the human trafficking and sexual exploitation interactions. Demand, which is raising from as well as fuelled by the financial profit-seeking, domination, cultural and social traditions together with the global economic inequalities, forces children either strategically or deliberately to choose activities in order to secure and improve their livelihoods, leading thus to make them vulnerable to trafficking and exploitation.
6. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 
The discourse in the areas of human trafficking and sexual exploitation continues. In general, the subject gains attention more or less in the international discussion, at least thus far. This thesis has aimed to contribute to the wide research area of human trafficking. The deeper focus on the sexual exploitation of children is needed, and this thesis tries to extend the study in that specific area. 
The thesis shows that the demand is the main force that leads to the sexual exploitation and this is essential to be discussed in the relation between the human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of children. Demand has essential contributors that facilitate the whole business of the exploitation of the children. On the other hand, the aim of this study is not to undermine the supply side, but to draw attention especially to the demand side and the multi-angle viewpoint, which is attached to that. The supply and the demand continue to facilitate the felony; meanwhile children are suffering despite of the ongoing debate. 
The thesis shows that human trafficking and sexual exploitation are interrelated subjects. Nevertheless, there is need to distinguish also the differences and the specific features of each of the phenomenon. Human trafficking is a chain that includes exploitation as one but essential part of the chain. Sexual exploitation is one special form if it. The sexual exploitation as a concept is looking for the definition also in the international human trafficking discourse. This leaves still the concept quite open and thus requires dealing with the sexual exploitation of children in the wider perspective.
This research focused on children as the specific group whose rights are deprived. As defined in the chapter 4, in this research all under 18-years-old are regarded to be children. The division between the newborn baby and the 17-years old mature person is however wide, in terms of physical and emotional factors. This has its implications also to the sexual exploitation of a child, since it differs also according to the age as can be seen from the division of different abusers from the pedophiles to the “situational offenders”, as described by Petit. Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that childhood is the concept, which needs to be defined in order to protect it. The limit must be drawn into a certain age in order to provide universal right to childhood for every child. It can be, however, discussed is the childhood as the period of the first 18 years universal concept, since it is affected by several cultural, social and religious factors. Furthermore, the national legislations in terms of the age limit differ. This was shown in the analysis for instance in terms of the legislations concerning prostitution or marriage. However, the international legislation has defined age 18 as the international ‘deadline’ to childhood and it creates the starting point for the discussion as well as the challenge for the universality of childhood in terms of the age.
Despite of the age limit, the child and his/her rights should be in the focus when the issues relating to the children are discussed. Childhood is delicate and fragile concept that can be destroyed and stolen away. Once this is done, the return is not possible, at least to the same extent. The focus of this study includes the deprivation of childhood in the two perspectives: as a deprivation of the freedom in terms of the crime of human trafficking; and the deprivation of child’s sexual sensitivity. The freedom can be returned to a child, although with permanent scars of the felony, but still it is possible and the aim of many victims’ protection programs in the human trafficking activities. Nevertheless, the sexual exploitation leaves deeper wounds and takes away something that cannot be returned: the dignity and ingenuousness of child. 
Due to these abovementioned perspectives, it is important to give attention to the wide discussion of the area. Further researches are needed in this area. The lack of time and the financial resources affected negatively to this research and thus the primary empirical data was lacking. However, the secondary data was collected from the reliable sources and examined critically. It showed also the big need for researching the area, since there was not found exact researches of this specific area of researching the human trafficking for the sexual exploitation of children. Additionally, West Africa gains more attention in terms of the forced labor and human trafficking of children. However, in the light of this thesis also the sexual exploitation needs attention. Even if it is not the main reported cause as the main form of the exploitation for human trafficking, it is still existing and overlapping. The need of recognizing the sexual exploitation in the wider terms as the affecting factor of human trafficking is a viewpoint that needs more focused research. 
The challenge remains: How to undertake the measures to discourage the demand that fosters exploitation that leads to trafficking in persons? This research shows that the demand needs more acknowledgements, which insist actions. The demand is the driving force in terms of sexual exploitation. The crime of human trafficking must be seen from the wider perspective as a crime against human rights of the individuals, and the sexual exploitation must be seen as well from the wider perspective, including its multidimensional forms and contributors and effects, especially in the demand side. Thus, the fighting against human trafficking requires multi-discipline approach, so that the demand together with the supply could be reduced. In one hand, the increasing of the welfare of people in their countries of origin is important factor that could lead to the general increasing of the welfare and livelihood and thus decrease the supply. Nevertheless, if the external demand which focus on the sexual exploitation of children both in the origin and destination of the trafficking as well as outside the whole trafficking crime episode is not touched as a separate problem, the dilemma of the interrelations of these two crimes can steam underground and develop peacefully towards continuous forms of exploitation.   
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� The estimates are varying: “Thus, different sampling of reported cases should lead, with a high degree of likelihood, to global estimates of forced labour within the range of 9.8 to 14.8 million” (ILO 2005: 12).


� The problem of defining illegal migration and especially smuggling and human trafficking is one of the reasons for not finding the exact statistic. For instance in Germany, the number of illegal immigrants varies approximately from 0.5-1.5. million people; In the Netherlands from 46-110 000 people. (Väyrynen 2003, 11)


� Developed together with Centre for International Crime Prevention (CICP) and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) (Aronowitz 2001: 178)


� Known also as “the Palermo Convention” (Väyrynen 2003: 1)


� The figure 1 is based on the description in UNODC 2006a: 36-37


� Nair (2007: 2) describes that displacement can occur also within the same building, as for instance an incidence in India where a teenage daughter of prostitute, living within a brothel with her mother, would be forced in CSE. 


� Since 1993, over 2000 migrants have reported being killed in the process of entering the EU illegally (Aronowitz 2001: 163).


� “[The victims’] freedom and self-confidence have also been robbed and their body exploited for a quick profit” (Väyrynen 2003: 21).





� The people involved can have different roles, such as investors, recruiters, transporters, protectors, informers, enforces, debt collectors, money-launderers and supporting personnel (Schloenhardt 1999: 17; Aronowitz 2001: 175).


� Italian mafia and Chinese triads are the most famous criminal syndicates. In addition of them, also the Russian, Nigerian and Albanian organized criminal organizations are gaining more ground spreading globally. (Väyrynen 2003: 19)


� K. Bales used multiple regression in the research process, examining “a number of factors simultaneously and calculates the independent effect of each of the factors on the dependent variable. It indicates the strength of each factor, allowing for rank ordering, or whether a factor has no predictive value.” (Aronowitz 2001: 171)


� According to ILO’s Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999), the use, procuring or offering child for prostitution is defined as one of the worst forms of child labor. (ILO 1999: Article 3)


� Also states profit from this, since for instance in Thailand prostitution account to 10-14 % of the country’s GDP (UNICEF 2001: 1); in the Netherlands the prostitution contribute to 5 % to the country economy (Hughes and Denisova 2001: 58).


� Commercial sexual exploitation is most commonly used to refer to activities, which include sexual exploitation for profit, such as prostitution. It is wider concept with distinction to the concept of child prostitution, since a child cannot be seen giving consent to the prostitution. (ECPAT et al 2005)








� As described in the UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol: “By means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.” (United Nations 2000: Article 3a)





�  There should be, however, noted the distinction that “while every trafficker constitutes part of the demand side of trafficking (because they foster the exploitation that leads to trafficking), not everyone on the demand side of trafficking necessarily satisfies the definition of “trafficker”. (Huda 2006: 11)


� For instance in Nigeria, migrants have been deported nationally in 1983 and 1985. Approximately 200 000 illegal immigrants were expelled and expulsed in 1985 as a cause for economic crisis. (Adepoju 2002: 12)


� The consequences of the structural adjustment policies affected especially women and changed the gender roles: “The removal of subsidies on basic goods and services and the introduction of charges for health and education tend to force women into paid employment. In particular, they are forced into the informal sector because they must meet these increased expenses.” (Adepoju 2002: 8)


� Nigeria is one of the thirty countries in the world which allow marrying especially young, less than 15 years old. The other countries are for instance Kenya, Peru, Lebanon and the United States. (UNICEF 2008: 18)


� In many African countries, such as in Nigeria, Benin and Togo, is used the mixed law system, where the  common/civil law is the official national law, and besides that is used customary/traditional law, which is eligible and exercised in particular areas or cultures. (UNICEF 2008: 30)


� “While the age of sexual consent is generally 18, in two southern states it is as low as 13, and in the western states it is between 16 to 19-years-old. In the northern Islamic states, sexual consent is not allowed between unmarried persons. There are similar variations in the age of marriage. In some northern states, 14 is the age of marriage, and it can range from 16 to18 years of age in southern states.” (ECPAT 2007: 20)





�  According to ILO (2001: 29), “although conventions to protect the rights of children are signed [in Togo], these international instruments are yet unknown to the majority of professionals working with and for children and no advantage has been taken of them.”


� In Nigeria, a non-governmental organization ”The Constitutional Rights Project” raised the issue of transnational child trafficking in 1996. In Togo, NGO called WAO-Afrique reported the trafficking of children in mid of 1990s. (Adepoju 2005: 75) 


� Before that in 2005 between January and October, there were 137 trafficking-related arrests, and total 44 convictions in Benin. (ECPAT 2007d: 22)


� Benin is the only country in the region which has this requirement for authorization for children’s cross-border movements. (ILO 2001: 48)


� For instance in 2003-2004, for the unknown reason the Nigerian government reported to the U.S. State Department different statistics than it published in the government statistics of the Nigeria Immigration Service, excluding in the first in 2003 repatriated 29 Nigerian children from Gabon and Cameroon. (UNODC 2006c: 34-35)


� Definition “repatriated “may include smuggled persons and illegal migrants as well as trafficked victims.


� According to IOM, some Nigerian women traffickers in the country of destination use magic as a death threat in case victim refuse to collaborate (Adepoju 2005: 80).  According to ECPAT (2007: 7), “traffickers deceive children further by telling them that the oaths protect them from contracting HIV/AIDS and even prevents them from being detained by immigration authorities.”


� Additionally, according to the Sheria law, women are not seen as reliable to testify in the court and they were not allowed to use motor-transportation. (U.S. Department of State 2005b)


� Vidomegon is a traditional practice in Benin, where children (almost 90% are girls) from a poor family are replaced to a richer family to work and to be raised up there, and they are usually used as a work force and they face also often sexual abuse. Nowadays it is highly exploited means of attracting children away from the parents by the traffickers (ECPAT 2007d: 12; U.S. Department of State 2005a)


� In the UNODC research in approximately 63% of the cases the gender of the trafficker was reported in the research data of total 83 traffickers. (UNODC 2006c: 13) 
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